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Starting from next March
the Privatisation Board will in-
vile bids for purchase of nine
government-owned jute mills.
The privatisation of these nine
mills will be completed by
Decembeér this year.” In the
next phase, which will con-
tinue upto June 1996, nine

more jute mills will be priva-
tised.

The programme for privati-
t-owned
jute mills has been drawn up
as part of the jute sector ad-

sation of

credit from the World Bank.
. The rivatisation pro-

'!mpl:mnted the public sec-

FALGUN 5, 1400 BS,

By A Special Correspondent

tm“:nhmhﬂnta]mpaﬂtywiﬂ
stand at 20 per cent or less

compared to the present ﬂg
ure of 64 per cent.

The ' privatisation pro-

gramme is expecied to follow a

monthly schedule

‘by
the government. If, after invi-
tation of bids, a mills‘cannot be
-privatised * other alternative
means for its disposal will be

considered.

mmumtm:l’ﬂonrdhal'

been given full authority to se-

lect mills for divestiture. The

government has made a com-
mitment to the World Bank to
cominence privatisation with
the better performing mills,

The Board has been sanctioned

funds out of the World Bank's
technical assistance to
Bangladesh to hire consultants
who will do the preparatory
technical work Jfer privatisa-

* tion. Valuation of jute mills,

their pricing, pr:paratinn of

tender documents, etc, will be

to the latest re-

5 made by consulting
still undeér process- have already been
is some doubt about
the consultants yeould

in place to provide inputs in
the process of privati-

port, bids
firms are
ing. There
bc

Ihr
lauheglnmtime

 Meanwhile, minority shares
nwnad by the government in
five jute mills have already
been sold to the private mills
owners. This process of di-
vestiture of the government's
minority share in jute mills
nuary. 1991,
‘Twenty-one of the 33 mills
where the government had a
minority share accepted the
.offer. Discussion between the
government and the jute mill

started in January
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Jute mills privatisation to
be launched 1n March

owners who had not come

forward to
hasrmﬂnndataﬂed

the govern-
ment's offer of minority shares

1994

While the privauaatiun of
government-owned jute mills
is still to take-off, a significant
number of permanent workers
‘'separated’
from their jobs under a

'veluntary
1990-1992, 15,000 perma-

nent employees were re-
trenched. Another 12.000

By the end of the current fi-

nancial year another 8000 em-

ployees will be retrenched:

- These sequence of re-
trenchments will bring the
fiumber of permanent posi-
tions: to 80,6560. Permanent
positions in .the Bangladesh
Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC],
which is responsible for

managing government-owned

jute wills will also be lowered
concuwirently to 100 perma-
‘nent positions by 1996. The
BJMC currently has Eﬂﬁ per-
manent positioris.
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Hind:r Woetzel falls on the ice during the Lillehammer Wmtlr
! Whﬂimmmmmymﬁcwwmﬂmume

mmummmnﬁmmmwmmﬂ — AFP photo

India, Pakistan join peace

‘talks in China next week

NEW DELHE Feb 16 India
and Pakistan, locked in a furi-

the nuclear option. any
agreement | ina
leaves it vuinerable to Befjing's
nuciear arsenal.

newspapers re-

discriminates against non-nu-
clear powers.

New Delhi says its nuclear
programme i8 peaceful and
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao was quoted this week as
telling American officials that
india dees not, in fact. have a
bomb .

Pakistani diplomats doubt

“%he claim.

"Only last month Indig was
asking us to sign a treaty on
the non-first use of nuclear
weapons,” said a senior

Pakistani diplomat ‘= we-
quested anonymity. “How gan
they make such a proposal and
claim they do not have a
bomb?”

Relations in the last few
days have taken an acrimo-
ridous turmn,

india’s junior foreign minis-
ter told a television pro-
gramme that Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, who
has been hammering India
over a bloody rebellion In
Muslim - majority Kashmir, was
“like a hot air balloon”.

Pakistan shot back. calling
india “the sick man of Asia."

“For two nuclear countries
to indulge in such prattle can
be ominous,” remarked a

!
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DCC repollmg
Hearing of
writ today

By Staff Correspondent

. Hearing of the writ petition

filed with the High Court divi-
sion Of the Supreme Court re-
lating to repolling In three

ceritres under Ward no. 57 of
the Dhaka City Corporation will

be held today.

A commissioner candidate
of the Ward, Abul Ahsan
Talukder Noni. filed the writ

after which a division bench of

the High Court had issued a
hree fo g

t centres following a pre-

liminary hearing on February 8.
Earlier. the High Court had

issued rule nisi

ment folloapdng thup,.

uinuﬂnlunﬂ!'-t

programme’. During .

mﬂmﬂm
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of the three concerned

centres, all inside the Dhaka '

University campus.
Meanwhile, another com-
missioner candidate of the
Ward, Khwaja Habibullah, has
appealed to the court to with-

. See Page 12 Col 8

WB meet on JMB,
jute tomorrow -

By Staff Correspondent

The World Bank board of
governors' meeting. to con-
sider the 450 million US dol-
lar loan proposals for the
Jamuna Bridge Project and
Jute Sector Adjustment Credit
(JSAC), has been re-scheduled
for tomorrow.

The meeting was earlier
scheduled to be held on
Tuesday last.

The expected approval
would cap the already com-
pleted pegotiations for a 250
million dollar funding of the
JSAC and a 200 million dollar
loan for co-finadcing. along
with Japan and the Asian
Development Bank. the Jamu-

na Bridge Project.

Anwarul Islam's
body arrives
tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

The body of Anwarul Islam
Bobby, the founder-editor and
publisher of The Sun,
will be flown back home to-
morrow [from Dubai where he
breathed his last on Tuesday.

His namaz-e-janaza will be
held at the Baitul Mokarram
Mosque after Jumma prayers.
He will be buried beside his
father's grave at the Banani
graveyard. Before the janaza,
the body will be taken to The
Morning Sun office and jhe
National Press Club.

Bobby, 54. died of biood
cancer, at the Al Rashid
Hospital in Dubai. He had to be
off-loaded from a Bangladesh
Biman London flight because of
his deteriorating health condi-
tion.

His son in-law Aziz Mo-
hammad Bhai earlier flew to
Dubai to bring the body. The
arrival of the body te delayed
due to the non-availability of
Biman flight, family sources
said. )

Bobby's body will be accom-
panied by his wife Leena Islam
and youngest daughter Sam-
reen Islam. who were béside
him when he breathed his lasi.
Bobby's only son. Aneel Islam.
now studying in the United
States. returned to Dhaka
yesterday (o attend the funeral
of his father. The qulkhwani of
Bobby will take place after the
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| Earthquake kills 134

in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Feb 16- A po-
werful earthquake slammed
the island of Sumatra Wed-
nesday, killing at least 134 and

reducing many buildings to

rubble, reports AP.

The earthquake,  which
struck just after midnight
(1700 GMT Tuesday), had an
initfal Richter reading of 6.5,
according to officials in
Jakarta. The US Geological
Survey in Washington put the
strength at 7.2.

“Most of the victims were
sound asleep,” government
spokesman Hotman Apik said
Wednesday. “Some of the
victims died without knuwing
what hit them.”

Apik said at least 134
people had died. and another
500 were seriously injured.

The National Search and

Rescue Agency said heli-
copters from the agency, the

air force and other local
military units have been
mobilised to help rescue ef‘
forts.

The ha}deat hit area was
believed to be the province of

devastation was believed

Lampung, on southeastern
Sumatra.

Destruction from the quake
and heavy rains has made it
difficult to comtact Lampung.
Roads have been churned up
and phone lines shredded by

the force of the quake.
Enat
be

. Within Lampung, the
in the district of Liwa and the
sub-distriet of Sekincau, which
has a population of 50,000
people.

In the sub-district of Belalu,
the earthquake reduced a“17-

kilometer road into a field of-

mud and rocks, cutting, off
communications.

The quake, the first in
Lampung in the 20 years, was
felt throughout south Sumatra.
and fhe tremors were also
noticed as far away as Jakarta,
the wea-ther bureau reported.

UNB adds: Bangladeshi
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
expressed her profound shock
at the death of people in the

JS hails beg‘mmng of
Chakma repatriation

The opposition and tre:aa
bench members at the Jati
Sangsad yesterday wclmmnd
the long-awaited start of repa-
triation of Chakma refugees to
their homeland in .the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
from gcross the border in
India, reports BSS.

The opposition members
thanked the - government,
especially the National

Committee on the CHT headed

by Communications Minister
Col(Retd) Oli Ahmed for its
diplomatic success to the solu-
tion of the eight-year long
problem centering the Chakma
refugees who took shelter in

Tripura state mﬁuwﬂf-.-_.

der.

Those who spoke in appre-
clation of the home-coming of
the Chakma refugees are

Deputy Leader of Jamaat-I-
Islami parliamentary group
Moulana Abdus Sobhan, Awami
League member and Interna-
tional Secretary of the party
Abul Hasan Chowdhury and
Awami League member Dipan-
kar Talukder. The lone mem-
ber from treasury bench hai-
ling the start of repatriation of
Chakma refugees is Major
(Retd) Akterpzzaman.

The repatriation of Chakma
| got underway Tuesday
in accordance with an under-
standing between Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and her Indian counterpart

Bangladesh post
2nd ICC win

Sports Reporter

Persistent bad weather
bowed temporarily to the zeal
and will of the Bangladeshi
batsmen who braved a rain-ru-
ined piteh to snatch their sec-
ond successive win by the
now-familiar margin of seven
wickets against East and
Central Africa in the Kenyan

capital of Nairobi yesterday.
Scheduled for Tuesday, the

‘match that saw Bangladesh

poised for a comfortable win,
had to be stopped halfway be-
cause of a downpour with

___Detailed report on Page 10 L
Bangladesh 69 short of a win
from 42 overs. At that point of
time Bangladesh were placed
on 30 for one wicket from
eight overs.

Earlier,

Golam Nowsher

Prince and Minhazul Abedin

Nannu registered their best
bowling figures in the ICC
championship to bundie East
A.&icaﬂutfurﬂﬂmﬂﬂim
Left-arm n Prince took
four for to be culled as the
man-of-the-match.

The Bangladeshi batsmen
defied the threats of an over-

Sece Page 12 Col 3

Second batch of
Chakma refugees

retarns today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 16: The
second batch of Chakma
refugees will be repatriated
tomorrow through Tabalchhari
post of the Khagrachhari Hill
District.

According to official source,
101 families of tribal refugees

comprising 529 members are
schcdul to return from
- Tripura camps.

Bangladesh nﬂicl‘aln will
remain present at Tabalchhari
reception camp-to welcome
the homecoming of the secttq,
batch.

The first batch of Chakma

Narasimha Rao during the | refugees numbering m of TT

ro;:;ﬂ visit tn New Dethi in | £2.mil s enme back

1 . e e they have since bem -
Moulana Abdus Mﬁﬂr Bomesteads by the

scribed the start of repatria-
See Page 12 Col 1

a revamped BNP

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP high command is
planning to shake off both its
- complacency as a ruling party
as well as the despondency
causerd by the defeats in the
city polls last month. The party
leadership aims to reinvigorate
the party meeting through in-
creased mass contact and pub-
licity, party insiders said.

"We were very complacent
after our victory
in the 1991 parliamentary
elections and concentrated
more in running the govern-
ment at the cost of organising
the party.,” a central leader nf
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) told The Daily
Star, requesting anonymity.

The complacency was per-
haps bred by the fast that the
party had won those elections
despite its weak organisational
structure across the country,

The enly big organisational
event for the party since the

‘91 polls has been the holding
of the long overdue national
council session on Sepiember
1-3 last year. But that. too, re-
mained half-done because
there was no follow-up of the
council deliberations and de-
cisions. : _
“After the debacle in the

- efty corporation polls last

month we have realised our
weaknesses and have 1nl:lulﬁd
in a lot of self-criticism." he

said. "But mere soul-searching ,

self-eritictsm will not bear any
fruits. The party needs a nmjnr
reshuffle in its leadership.

The BNP leader ll.l-d that
during the past three years,
the party had become depen-
dent on the nt-con-
trolled media which had lost

See Page 12 Col 8

BRtohavecomputm-ised
ticket system in July

By Sharier Khan

The Bangladesh Rm.lwny
(BR] is introducing a comput-
erised ticket selling system. to
be run by a private company, in
its eastern zone some time
after July this year, according
D SOuUrces.

‘The BR has already ap-
provéd a private company to
run computerised ticket coun-

ters at the Kamalapur station
for the next four years.

Ticket clerks of thee BR will
work withr this private com-
pany on deputation while the
BR will pay the company on

Abu Dhabi plans
accord with
BCCI liquidators

LONDON. Feb 16: The gov-
ernment of Abu Dhabi, majority
shareholder of the collapsed
BCCI Bank. is considering an
agreement with the liquidators
that would provide a greater
return to creditors around the
world, the Financial Times
(FT) reported today, says AFP.

Ghanim Faris al Mazruf,
chairman of the working group
of the Bank ol Credit and
Commerce International
(BCCI) for the majority share

See Page 12 Col B

the sales of the tickets, the
sources disclosed.

The BR expects the com-
puterised system would attract
more passengers because the
ticketing system would be
more ‘ransparent’.

“There will not be any long
gqueuwes and the passengers will
be able to see the status of re-
served lntl on the computer
screens.” a BR source said.

It is also expected that this
system would remove black-
marketing of railway tickets
during rush-seasons.

The computerisatien pro
cess would first begin |In
Dhaka. Passengers going out
from Dhaka would be able to
enjoy the facilities of the sys-
tem which include 30 days’
advance booking for inter-city
destinatfons.

The system would be intro-
duced afterwards in the rest of
the east zone covering 1279
rail-route kilometres through-
out Chittagong and

Railway sourc further
hinted that more private com-
panies might be included at
different operational levels of
the government owned BR
such as container services. in
the future in order 1o make il a
more comunercially viable sec
tor

High command plans |

|

administration. efficial sources
said.

See Page:12 Col 8
Pak special envoy
meets PM

The visiting special envoy of
Pakistan Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her office yesterday afternoon,
reports UNB. _

Khaled Seleem, senior-most
Additional Foreign Secretary of
Pakistan, handed over a letter
from Benazir to Begum Zia.

The special envoy explained
Pakistan's stand on the Kash-
mir issue to the Prime Minis-
ter. '

The Pakistan special envoy
also called on Foreign Minister
A S M Mostafizur Rahman af
his office here

- During the discussion, the
Huluicr stressed the need for
increased cooperation between
the two countries under the
framework of SAARC.

"Everyone in South Asia
wants s0 that all efforts
could be devoted to the socio-
economi¢ development,” the
Foreign Minister said and
added that "Bangladesh appre-
ciales the Pakistan Prime
Minister for her concern on
the issue.” .

The envoy expressed satis-
faction at the coordination of
mutual position on different is-

“sues in the international fora.

2 DU teachers
robbed on
campus

By Staff Correspondent

Twe lady teachers of Dhaka
University were robbed of
their gojd ornaments by a gang
of muggers on the campus yes-
terday noon.

The muggers, according to
witnesses, waylaid Prof Nurun
Nahar Rahman of the Depar-
tment of Pharmacy and Prof
Gulshan Ara Latifa of the
Department of Zoology near
the Mukarram Hussain Khun-
daker Sclence Bhaban and
snatched their necklaces and
bangles at dagger point.

The younger sister of Prof
Nugun Nahar accompanyi
her sister. was also robbed
her necklace

The muggers came on the
Dll.campus in a baby taxd No
Dhaka Metro Khan-02-61/8 in
which they sped away immedi-
dlely afterthe mugging.

The mugging incident oc-
curred some 100 vards from
the: Bangla Academy's: Book
Faw where the police are on
chuty

Meanwhile, the mugging in

See page 12 Col 2



