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"Intensive cropping leaves
soil bereft of nutrients'

By Staff Correspondent

The current practice of in
tensive cropping and harvest
ing pattern., which leave little
crop residues in the fields, has
left the soil bereft of the nutri
ents in the country as well as
in most othef Aslan countries

This was observed by Dr J D
Beaten. President of the Pota
sh and Phosphate institute
(PP at a seminar bn “Sustain-
able Development iIn Agri
culture” held at the Bangla
desh Agricultural Research
Council (BARC) yesterday.

“Nutrient balancing is the
key to sustainable agriculture,”
Dr Beaten said, “Agriculture
has to be made sustainable to
provide food for 60 million ad-
ditional Bangladeshis in the
next 20 years.”

He also stressed the need
for crop residue management

Vote of thanks
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speech yesterday, came out

with conflicting views on the -

. The ruling party MPs
were all praise for the Presi-
dent for a constructive speech
but the Opposition was
extremely critical of the
!pcu:h for failing to mention

ment's failure re-
various problems con-
fronting the nation.

Salauddin Yousuf of the
Awami League (AL), who initi-
ated the discussion, criticised
the President for not mention-
ing anything about the gov-
ernment's failure to separate.
the judiciary from the adminis-
tration During the last three

yoars. .
The AL MP also criticised

the presidential speech for its
silence over the government's

industrial policy which al-

‘had forced the closure
of local industries and made
the country a market for
Indian goods. Turning to

with India, especially

problems
regarding the due share of
Ganges water, the AL MP sug-

gested that the government
should mount effective pres-
sur¢ on India to realise the
s demand.. |
- Col (retd) Shawkat Ali of
the AL criticised the President
for making 'untrue statements’
in the House on more than one
issue. _

The AL MP, refuting the
president’'s claim that tranquil-
ity has been restored in the
educational arena, said a large
number of institutions includ-
ing the Jahangirnagar Unive-
rsity had been closed sine die
because of violence.

The MP also contested the
President's observation that
the government had restored
law and order in the country.

next, Haji Abdul
Majid Talukdar (BNP-Bogra)
thanked the President for his
. address. He said the
President's speech had re-
flected the correct picture ob-
taining in the country. It would
guideline for fu-

that the government had been
pursuing a policy of retrench-
ing the industrial workers,
Talukdar said no government
could run the industrial units
with excess workers and by
subsidy to the tune of

200 crore to 250 crore an-

mﬁe House was adjourned at
4:25 pm to resume 11 this
morning. Deputy Speaker
Humayun Khan Panni presided
over yesterday session.

Clinton
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the Bangladeshi people three

years ago in restoring demo-
cratic freedoms and a respect

for human rights in their co-
untry.” ;

President Clinton said : "1
am confident that the people
and leaders of Bangladesh will
continue to build a free and
democratic nation in which
the human rights of all are fully
upheld.”

The American leader was
appreciative of some of the
steps taken by Bangladesh to
promote family planning and
small business and made par-
ticular reference to Prof Mo-
hammad Yunus, the founder of
Grameen Bank, for his "unigque
and successful programme of
providing small non-collateral
loans to

hi women"

to integrate them in the
national development process

Clinton also lnuded the

t economic progress'

achieved by Bangladesh in re-

cent years. He held out the as-

surance that despite budgetary

constraints, the United States
would, continue to assist

B-ngh.denh s economic devel-

opment process.
"The results serve as proof

that macro-economic reform
can indeed bring great bene-

fits. 1 believe further economic
reforms will foster a vibrant
and robust private sector, re-
sulting in the economic

growth necessary to meet the
hopes of the peo-

ple for a better life of their

t:hﬂdrm and grandchildren.”

to keep the soll fertile. “All the
residues are taken out from
the fields for use as fuel or
jodder.” Dr Beaten said
"Moreover, with three or four
crops a year, Lhe land gets no
time to break down  the
residues into the soil.”

Power failure
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Suggesting a number of
short and medium-term mea-
sures to.reduce the loss of
production of the industsial
sector, Latifur Rahman said
there could be better coopera-
tion between the wutilities and
industries through mutually
agreed load-shedding.

The MCCI president also
urged the Minister to reacti-
vate the National Consultative
Committee on Power  which
included private sector partic
ipation. The MCCI had re
quested a reactivation of this
committee in May ‘92 but no
step had since been taken, he
noted.

"In May 1992 we explained
(to the Energy Minister] that
trying to recoup the system
loss through higher tariffs was
counter-productive. It is of
some concern to us that we
have not yet had a favourable
response from the govern-
ment,” Rahman said.

Suggesting incentives to
encourage self-generation of
power, he said, "The PDB is
still able to procure gas at a
considerably lower rate than
that required for self-genera-
tion equipment. We reiterate
that the cost of fyel for self-
generation should not be
higher than that for the puhlic:
utilities."

Suggesting co-operative
power generation to augment
the country's total power gen-
eration capacity, Latifur
Rahman said there was still
scope for considerable invest-

ments in the scheme by the

private sector.
To encourage the private
sec¢tor,” adequate credits

should be made available for

such large-scale nature of

these investments, he said.
Energy Minisier Mosharraf

Hossain, painting a gioomy pic-

~ fure of the existing power
generation structure, informed

that the peak demand for
power in 1995 would be 379

MW more than the PDB could

supply. The country would

continue to face power short- -

ages till 1999, according to
the government's estimate.

In 1999, the peak demand
would be 3621 MW while the
PDB would be able to supply

"At the present trend of
power consumption, the chief
resource of power generation
— natural gas — will be finished
totnlly by 2012 the minister

Makhan
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their final tribute to the late

The body was then taken to
the Aparajeo Bangla statue and
thence to the FH Hall where
student leaders addressed a
brief meeting. i

BSS adds: The body of
Makhan was then taken to the
Awami League Central Office at
Bangabandhu Avenue at 12:30
pm where hundreds of mour-
ners had their last glimpse of
the leader.

Awami League leaders Abdul
Mannan, Abdus Samad Azad,
Begum Zohra Tajuddin, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury, Amir Ho-
ssain Amu, Abdur Razzak, To-
fael Ahmad, Kamruzzaman, Ab-
dul Jalil, Mozaffar Hussam
Paltu, Mohammad Hanif, Obai-
dul Quader, Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Ashiqur Rahman,
Sudhangshu Sheikher Halder,
Ivy Rahman, Sultan Moham-
mad Mansur and many others
placed wreaths on the coffin.

Then, the body was taken to
the National Eidgah for namaz-
e-janaza. People from all walks
of life, political leaders, minis-
ters, members of Parliament,
leaders and workers of diffe-
rent students' organisations
and freedom fighters and his
close associates attended the
janaza.

Makhan'a closest political
associates — Nure-e-Alam
Siddiquee, Shahjahan Siraj apd
Tofael Ahmad, in emotion-
choked voices, recalled the
turbulent days of 1969 and the
Liberation War in 1971 when

they fought hand-in-hand with

thousands of others for the

independence of the country.
They praised Makhan's
dedication to the struggle for

independence and prayed for

the peace of the departed soul.
Then the body was taken on
a truck to the Mirpur freedom
fighters’ graveyard for burial.
Leaders of various political
parties, including the Awami
League and other organisations
placed wreaths on the grave of
Makhan. They stood in solemn
silence and prayed to Almighty
Allah for granting him eternal

peace.

Uiy ey M

From page 1 Col 5

any problem if it tries hard
with sincerity.”

Welcoming the homecom
ing of tribal refugees, Oli as-
'sured them "We are prepased
to do everything possible. for
your smooth and proper reset-
tlement.”

.The Indian State Minister
for Home PM Sayeed said.

rupees for the maintenance of
the Chakma refugees..

Romesh Bhandari urged the
Bangladesh government to ful-
fil the assurances made for re-
settlement of the tribal
refugees.

Later, the Indian team- ar-
rived at Ramgarh accompanied
by Oli, Ahmed : and other
Bangladeshi dignitaries. The
Indian leaders also spoke at a
meeting organised at the
Ramgarh reception camp.

The reception camp was
colourfully decorated with ar-
rangements — to receive the
Indian leaders. Similar ar-
rangements were also made at
the transit camp on the Indian
side.

Thousands of penple and
relatives of the returning
'refugees gathered on the
banks of the Feni river to wit-
ness the repatriation.

. Three other batches of
refugees are scheduled to re-
turn home through the

India had so far spent 45 crore

Tabalchhari receptien camp on
February 17. 19 and 22. About
405 families are expected to
come back in the first phase.

But most of returnees are
harbouring mixed feelings of
happiness, worries and tension
as they appear to lack confi-
dence after years of camp life
in India.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, 35-year-old Biguranjan
Chakma, who was the first to
return home c¢rossing the 225-
feet long wooden bridge over
the river Feni separating India
and Bangladesh, sald "l am
happy to come back to my
home but | have doubts as to
whether we would be rehabili-

‘tated in a proper way."

As Biguranjan came back
with his five family members,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Khagrachari welcomed them
to the temporary shelter camp
in this border town Ramgarh.

Biguranjan said he had -

crossed over to Tripura from
his home at Bagaichhari in
1989 in the face of what he
called torture by the Bengali
settlers and others.

Jyoti Cimmkma, 17, another
returnee, also echoed similar
sentiments on return to

Bangladesh from the refugee
camp in Kathalchhari.

Among the refugees waiting
for repatriation across the

border at Mondirghat of

Poteter
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+ Communications Mimut:r Cul (Retd) Ol Ahmed b-mng given a l'llllﬂ.ﬂf}' guard nf henour at ‘iahrmm in Ind:a durmg
vigit there yesterday in connection with the beginning of the repatriation of the Chakma refugees

Chakma refugees return home

Kathalchhari village under
Soutlr Tripura district of India,
Kannya Chakma. an unmarried
girl of 17 vears. sald | am not
so happy because, [ have
doubts whether we will be al
lowed to live at our home in
the CHT peacefully.

Kannya left her ancestral
home in Dighinala of
Khagrachhari district for India

eight years ago with her par-

ents.
When asked, she said. "l

may return to India if our stay

_ in Bangladesh is not safe and

S Meanwhile. Hongshadoz
Chakma, who is heading the
Liaison Committee mediating
the negotiations between the
Government of Bangladesh and
tribal rebels, talking to this
correspondent said. "lf the
refugees returning in this first
phase are not rehabilitated and
allowed to live in peace and
full security, this will be the
first and last baich of repatria-
tion and the refugees again

may cross the border in to

India.”
Replying to a question,

Hongshadoz said : "The repa-
triation of Chakma refugees
does not mean that the prob-
lems of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts have been solved. The
insurgency problem will re-
main until and unless the gov-
ernment resolves the issues

o

through negotiations.

Leaders and a large number of people attending the namaz-&-]anaza of Abdul Quddus
Makhan, one of the organisers of the War of Liberation and former DUCSU-GS and Member
of Parliament, at the National Eld.gﬂh in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

— Star photo
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Best award for
Mansurul in
Delhi Triennial

Eminent Bangladeshi artist
Mansur-ul-Karim will be given
one of the best awards al the
8th Triennial Art Exhibition
beginning in New Delhi today,
a press release of the Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy said
here yesterday, reporis BSS.

Mansur-ul-Karim left here
yesterday for New Delhi as the
commissioner represcnia‘lwe
of Bangladesh to receive the
award from the ﬁidia.n Presi-
dent at the inaughiral function
of the lnt:rnnutmai art exhi-
bition.

He is one of the six partici-
pants from Bangladesh whose
art works will be on display.
Other participants are Abu

« Taher, Mahmudul Huq, Ham-

iduzzaman Khan, KM Qayyum
and Mohammmad Younus.

{ Murdoch to open

another TV

channel in India

NEW DELHI, Feb 15: Rupert
Murdoch, whose Hong Kong-
based satellite TV network
reaches 13 million indians,
plans to broaden its appeal by
adding another channel in
Hindi and other Indian lan-
guages, reports AP.

"Our plan is not just to
beam signals into India but also
to take part in Indian films,
make television programmes,
and broadcast them,” Murdoch
told a news conference Tues-
day.

Murdoch's News Corp,
which operates STAR TV, re-
cently acquired the Hindi-lan-
guage Zee-TV, which has
turned out to be STAR's most
profitable venture.

"We think we should broad-
cast more in this language . . .
When we bought STAR, we
thought r:if India, as half of that
equation.”
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At the meeting even
Finance . Minister M Saifur
Rahman pointed out the im-
portance of taking into account
the' political support for re-
forms while reviewing the
progress of implementation. -,

*I must point out that mea-
suring progress in implement-
ing structural reform st a

trivial exercise if conducted
without reference to political
support to reforms.,” he em-
phasised. “In a democratic so-
ciety political acceptance’ of
reform is a basic pre-condition
for it to be implementable and
successful.”

Implementation of the re-
form programme, the report
said, have had mixed results
with progress being made on
further liberalisation and de-
regulation, strengthening of
the Privatisation Board, exten-
sion of the financial sector re-
form, further improvement in
the quality of public expendi-
tures, expanding the public
sector retrenchment pro-
gramme, starting to address
the difficult issue of adminis-
trative reforms, implementing
the new structure of elected
local
. reforms of the education sec-
tor and instituting transparent
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and less burdensome arrange-

l ments for supervising HG{} op-

eraiions.

*However, the p&n: of re-
forms remains unsatisfactory.
More and faster reforms are
needed, if (the government's)
high investment and high ex-

ports strategy is to succeed

] and have a significant impact

check-list of actions Tan be a .

government, introducing.

on poverty alleviation,”
added.

On the negative side the

report noted that actions for

private sector development

" has fallen short of expectations

in three areas: Liberalisation
policies are still not fully effec-
tive at the level of the individ-
ual entrepreneur; very few pri-
vatisation operations actually
took place; and Bangladesh's
competitiveness is not being
enhanced. .

To make the liberalisation
and de-regulation policies
more effective, it suggested
“urgently” reforming the Tax
Department, Board of
Investment, Export Promotion
Bureau and the Duty ﬂrawbank

Department.

Addjtional reforms should
also include abandoning the
use of tariff values in calculat-
ing import duties, the an-
nounced privatisation drive
should be expedited and the
economy should be made at
least as competitive as that of
the neighbouring countries, to
attract foreign investors and
expand exports, the report
recommended.

“Production costs must not
be allowed to increase beyond
those prevailing in competing
coumtries. This implies that
great importance must be at-
tached to exchange rate man-
agement, as well as to policies
that aim at linking wages to
productivity and imprurﬂng in-
dustrial relations.”

Implementation of the An-
nual Development Programme
(ADP) during the first six
months of the current fiscal

£

year, the report said, conti-
nues to remain slow in project
execution and aid utilisation,
similar to the extremely low
rate of ADP implementation
during 1992-93.

However, it noted that ADP
implementation rates in the
social sectors have improved

‘tremendously, and nearly 30

per cent of the shortfall in ex-
ecution is due to a few self-fi-
nanced projects of 'doubtful’
quality.

‘Urging the government to
redouble its efforts aimed at
increasing the volume of public
investment, the report said
that the government should:
Ensure implementation of the
procedural reforms initiated
earlier to improve/execution
and aid wutilisation; seek
greater private investment in
the infrastruicture sectors and
make more use of the private
sector in implementing ADP
projects; and start introducing
administrative and civil service
reforms.

Reforms affecting the man-
agement of human develop-
ment programmes, the report
further pointed out, have fallen

short of target in two areas:
Administrative improvepents
in the health sector. and social
safety nets for the most vul-
nerable groups in society.

It emphasised the need for
better integration of relation-
ship between health and fam-
ily welfare services 1o
strengthen supervision and to
secure more community in-

volvernent in the management -

of field-level facilities, at pre
sent so frequently under-

Political remstance reason for slow pace

utilised.

Noting the threat posed on
safety-net programmes due to
the decline in food aid, the re-
port said "This lends special
urgency to the implementation
of reforms in the public food
distribution system, which aim
at reallocating resources from
subsidised channels that bene-

- fit privileged groups to safety

nets that target the poor.”

Increasing public sector el-
ficiency, the report pointed
out, has proven to be ‘very dif-
ficult’, specially in the area of
improving the financial per-
formance of public enterprises.

Despite efforis to reduce .

the system losses of the two
power companies, the report
said, it has remained un-
changed at an ‘unacceptably’
high 1 of 36 per cent.

The government's “failure
to control this rampant theft of
eleciricity sheds doubts on its
resolve to implement reforms
and end rent- activities
in the public' sector,” it said.
“Therefore, it must redouble
its efforts in tﬂ area, lnd
consider new

T e

vﬂ:ﬂhﬁ“ﬁtﬂ'

distribution of electricity.”

The Teport was also critical
of the lack of reforms in the
Bangladesh Water Develop-
ment Board (BWDB). "BWDBs
low implementation perfo-
rmance, lagging operations
and maintenance efforts,
serious problems of quality
service, and widesapread allega-
tiens of rent-seeking Indicate
an urgent need for reform.”

‘

|

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY

16, 1994

The Midnight File

US trade sanctions against
Japan likely in Spring

WASHINGTON, Feb 15: In the wake of failed US-Japanese
trade talks, the Clinton administration said Tuesday it will
begin proceedings that couild lead to trade sanctions against
Japan in early Spring. A Whité House official said US Trade
Representative Mickey Kantor was preparing to announce
that Japan had failed to live up to the terms of a 1989 trade
agreetpent in which it had promised to open its lucrative
cellular phone market to American firms, reports AP.

UN reinforcements head
for Sarajevo

SARAJEVO, Feb 15:

UN

reinforcements headed for

Sarajevo on Tuesday to boister troops monitoring compliance
with a NATO deadline for freeing the battered city from

deadly artillery

fire. Questions remained about whether the

deadline could he met. and how or when NATO air gitacks on
gun positions woulld occur jf it is not. reports AP.
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care unit of the hospital at
| 9:15 BST

His wife Leena Islam and
youngest daughter Samreen
Islam were af his bedside
i when he breathed his last. |

His relatives are rushing to
Dubai to bring his body home.
-nccrﬂng to the Morning Sun

hnwlrul Islam, popularly
known as Bobby, was a man full
of warmth and humour. His
readers came to admire him
for his often beold and coura-
geous writings which bore the
mark of his subtle wit.

Son of late Sirajul Islam,
Member. Railway Board,
Anwarul Islam Bebby had his
schoolings in Darjeeling and
Chittagong and later graduated
in English from the Dhaka
University .

Except for a short stint
with a shipping company, his
entire career was closely as-
sociated with the newspaper
industry, wifere he left an in-
delible mark.

He joined the Bangladesh
Observer in the late Sixties
and was its West Pakistan
representative based In
Karachi till 1969 when he re-
turnmed to Dhaka and joined the

He was the Secretary General
of the All Pakistan Newspaper
Society (APNS) for two terms.

Bobby was involved with the
publication of The Bangladesh
Times and Banglar Bani and
was the first Managing Editor

of both the newspapets.
He founded The Daily Life. a

newspaper in Chittagong, and
later brought out The Pulse, a

1 medical journal.

Anwarul Islam Bobby
launched The Morning Sun in
July, 1990 as the Editor and
Publisher.

Besides his wife Leena
Islam, he leaves behind two
daughters Naurgen Islam and
Samreen Islam and a son Anil
Islam, who is studying in the
USA

Condolences

v+ Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia last night ex-
pressed her profound shock at
the sudden death of Anwarul
“Islam Bobby.

In a condolence message,
she recalled his contributions
in the field of journalism dur-
ing the last three decades.
| The Prime Minister con-
veyed her sympathy to the
bereaved members of -the fam-

Sun. She prayed for the salva-
tion of the departed soul.
Information Minister

. Nazmul Huda expressed deep

shock and said his death is a
great loss for journalism in
Bangladesh,

Paying tributes to the late
editor, Huda said he had made
significant contributions in
journalisim through his candid
views and constructive criti-
cism. '

The Bangladesh Sangbad-
patra Parishad (BSP]' has
condoled the sudden demise
of Anwarul Islam Bobby.

Press Council for
professional

editor in Ittefag
By Staff Correspondent

A special committee of the
Bangladesh Press Coupcil set
up to invrat!#ate the problems .
existing at The Daily Ittefaqg,
has recommended that a full-
time journalist should be
appointed . editor of the

At a meeting late last month
over by the Chairman

of the Press Council, it was
suggested that the Printer and
Publisher of the Daily. in
accordance with The Printing
Press and Publication (Dec-
laratien and Registration) Aet
1993, should inform the
District Magistrate of the
appointment of the new editor.
The six-member commi-
ttee, in an official letter o the
Executive Director-1 of the
Ittefaq Moinul Hosein, Bar-at-
law, said, the Ittefag Group of
Publications should -be run

paper as the Managing Editor. -

ily and staff of The Morning .

virtues.
from the democratic ideals of

according to the decisions of
the Bpard of Direclors, as per
the Company Act.

The committee appreciated
the way the journalists and the
employees’ union of Ittefaq
have maintained their pro
fessional neutrality amid the

crisis at the paper.

Anwarul Islam Bobby dead

In a message BSP presi-
dent Kazi Shahed Ahmad and
secretary general Enayetullah
Kimn said the nation suffered
an irreparable loss in the death
of Bobhy, a dedicated journal-
ist.

Ahmedul Kabir, Chalrman,
and ABM Musa, Secretary of
the Commonwealth Press
Unien (CPU). Bangladesh
Section, expressed their deep
shock and sorrow at the said
demise of Anwarul Isiam
Bablwy .

They recalled the contribu-

ns of Islam in the
Bangladesh Section of the CPU
and creating understanding
and relation among the mem-
bers of this Commonwealth

organisation.

We mourn
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to the papers in cir-
culation at that time. Bobby, as
he was called by all, and Bobby
Bhai, by his juniors (like myself)
tion, and in some cases admira-
tion, for his bold, direct, and no-
nonsense front page columns, in
which he would write what he
felt without fear or favour.

He had a unique way of deal-
ing with He would say,
on the face, what he feit like, and
sometimes say it in an uncom-
mon, and almost offensive man-
ner. Yef he would do so with a

- flair of warmth, friendliness and

affection that, instead of minding
for his style, people would
closer to him for his
ness. His could'nt-care-less
journalistic style won him many
friends, and admirers. Even his
grudgingly admired him
for his uncanny style, resource-
fulness, tenacity of purpose and
determination.

With his passing away we
lose a most creative newspaper
entrepreneur, a powerful co-
mmentator and a genuine friend
of the newspaper industry, who
spent his lifetime in this profes-
sion to improve the quality of the
print media. We deeply mourn
his demise, pray for the salvation
nlhhml.mdnlﬂm
feit sympathies to the bereaved
members of his family.

— Editor

Osmany
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lights of the programmes
taken separately by different
organisations.

The Jatiya Janata Party.will
hold a discussion at the Jatiya
Grantha Kendra at 3 pm in
observance of the anniversary.
The party, which was formed
by General Osmany, will also
keep party flags halfmast at the
central and other unit office
buildings. The leaders and
workers will also lay wreaths at

the portrait of General
Osmany. "
The Bangabir - Osmany

Smrity- Parishad has chalked
out an elaborate programme
including Qurankhwani, offer-

' ing fateha at the majar of the

general, placing of wreath, mi-
lad mahfil and "kangali bhof
(feeding of the destitutes).

Besides. the pariahad will
also hold a seminar on )
in seareh of building na
character and economic#
emancipation” in the Jatiya
Press Club auditorium today at
2.30 pm. Countrys eminent
politicians, intellectuals and
educationists will take part in
the seminar.

The Bangabir Osmany
Samajseba-o-Gabeshana
Sangsad will hold a discussion
on February 28 at the Jatiya
Grantha Kendra in observance
of the anniversary. The sangsad
will also place wreath at the
portrait of General Osmany and
arrange milad mahfil and ifter
party at the Baitul Mukarram
Jatiya Masjid this evening. The
sangsad will also publish a sou-
venir on life and activities of
Bangabir Osmany.

In a message on the eve of
the occasion, President Abdur
Rahman Biswas paid his deep
respect to the memories of

Aate MAG Osmany and opined

that the General would be re
membered for ever feor his
"We can take lesson

General Osmany to remain tol-
eran! to other's opinion. he
observed

In a similar message the
leader of the Opposition in
Paritament and Awami League
chiel Sheikh Hasina expressed
her deep respect tg9 General M
A G Owsimany



