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SYDNEY, Feb 15:

Carl Lewis today
declared he was

capable of lower-

ing his own world

record for the 100 metres this
year, reports Reuter.

The multiple Olympic gold
medalist sprinter and long
jumper said he had recovered
from a troubling back injury
after taking a 12-month break
from the sport.

"My back is better. | feel
stronger than before, physi-
cally and emotionally and I be-
lieve | can jump further and
sprint faster,” said Lewis, who
holds the world record mark
of 9.86 seconds set in 1991,

"I want it to be a big year for
me,” added Lewis, 32, winner
of eight Olympic gold medals
and eight World Championship
titles.

“After a year away from the
sport, | had my first long jump
workout in January and came
back feeling as though | had
not missed a beat,” he said.

Lewis was speaking on ar-
rival in Australia for a two-day
visit.

"1 would like to come back
(to Australia) and compete be-

American athlete

16, 1994

cause of the weather and the
support of my fan clubs.” he
told reporters.
"Apart of my plan is to
compete in countries where |
have not raced before.”

Lewis will attend several
fund-raising events in honour
of Australian sprinter Betty

- CARL LEWIS

Lewis aims to go even faster|

Cuthbert, who won three gold
medals at the 1956 Olympic
Games in Melbourne but now
suffers from mul sclerosis.

Funds raised the visit
will be used to bring overseas
athletes to Australia to partici-
pate in a series of events to be
known as the “Cuthbert
Iinternationals.”

Lewis said that American
track and field hero Jesse
Owens, who triumphed at the
1936 Berlin Games, had been
one of his idols.

"He took time to stop and
share his kndwledge with me
in my earlier years. I'm happy
to share my knowledge with
the people in the same man-
ner,” sald Lewis.

Lewis als¢ demanded
stronger action to clean drugs
out of sport.

"Drugs have been around
since the 1950s. There are
people who don't use them
and then there are cheaters...
we have to address the prob-
lem as a whole.

"We're not doing everything
yet to stop drug users. When

every part of society acts with °

100 per cent commitment,
then we have a chance. Taking
drugs is a cop-out.”

Furlan fells Washington

PHILADELPHIA,
Feb 15: Renzo
Furlan of Italy
scored the first
upset of the US

Pro Indoor tour-

nament on when he
sent sixth seeded American
Malivai Washington packing
after surviving a match point,
reports Reuter,

Furlan, who won his first
tournament title two, weeks
ago with a victory over Michael
Chang in San Jose, surprised
Washington 6-2, 4-6, 7-6.

"It stinks, said the 23rd-
ranked Washington.,” When
you're that close you want to
put it away.

"I was one point away from
being in the lockroom and
getting a nice rub. Now, I'm
sitting here, unshowered, try-
ing to find out when the next
flight home is.”

The tournament's top two
seeds — world number one
Pete Sampras and third-
ranked fellow American Jim
Courier — are scheduled to
play first round matches, today
but the other two seeds to play
Hnndl]r fared better than

thueddl.tmef of

Peru t Karsten - of
6-3, 6-2 to get past

the first round for the first
time this year and seventh-

geeded Russian Andrei Ches-

nokov ld?nnmd with a 6-4. 1-
6. 6-4 victory ever American
Jeff Tarango.

"It's about time," said Yzaga.
Who lost in the first round in
Sydney and the Australian

Seles drops
out

ST PETERSBURG, Florida,
Feb 15: Monica Seles, who
ruled women's tennis for 21
successive months before be-
ing forced from the circuit by a
crazed fan, on Monday drop-

completely out of the
world: rankings. reports
Reuter.

Seles, who has not returned
to the court since being
stabbed iIn the back during a
match last April in Hamburg,
no longer has three tourna-
ments played during a 52-
week span and thus was
dumped from the Women's
Tennis Association rankings.

The 20-year-old Seles had
fallen steadily in the rankings
since being forced to the side-
lines and was ranked 18th last

“week.

Seles, winner of seven
Grand Slam singles titles, was
ranked number one in the
world from September 9,
1991.

Following her first US Open
triumph, until June 6, 1993.

Open last month.

"I was winning and had
chances in my two other
matches. That makes you a lit-
tle nervous, wondering when
you are going to win the first
match of the year,” said Yzaga
who broke Braasch four times
in the match,

Despite coming back to
takke the second set, Washing-
ton never looked quite com-
fortable in the two hour and 46
minute match. His grounds-
trokes were not crisp and he
appeared tentative on his net

Still Washington found him-
self leading 5-4 in the third
set and serving for the match.

The American broke a
string on his match point
serve and missed his next
shot. a backhand crosscourt
approach.

The determined Furlan
came back to break the frus-
trated Washington for 5-5 and
force the decisive tie-break.

The Italian then dominated
the tie-break, jumping out to a
4-]1 lead and winning the final

. three points, for 7-1.

"l tried to think about noth-
ing but to concentrate,” Furlan
said. _

"l was playing not so good
in the second set. But | started
to relax and concentrate and
put more pressure on in the
third set.”

suffering from a nagging injury
and had taken the drug to try
to speed his recovery.

This is his explanation but
it is. of course, by no means an
excuse for what he did, Jokl
said.

Anabolic, steroids build
muscle bulk and improve an
athletes recovery rate.

Rainer's best resuit in major
evenis was sixth place in the
1983 four-man World Cham-
pionship. In the 1992 Olym-
pics in Albertville he was
eighth in the two-man event.

The Lillechammer two-man
competition begins on

Saturday and Rainers place has
been taken by Markus
Einberger.

The Olympics, despite ef-
forts to clean up sport. have

shme, drug is there

taking steroids and stripped

his 100 metres gold ml:dal
Nine other athletes also tested
positive, earning Seoul the ti-

tle the Games of shame.

Five athletes were t at
the Barcelona Games in 1992.

There were no doping ex-
pulsions at Albertville, but
Norwegian ice hockey players
Orjan Lovdal was sent home in
disgrace after spending the
night away from the team ho-
tel.

In 1988 in Calgary, Polish
ice hockey player Jaroslaw
Morawiecki was disqualified
after failing a post-Match test.
He had taken estosterione and
epitestosterone.

Four vyears earlier in
Sarajevo, a lowly-placed
Mongolian cross-country skier
was disqualified for using an-

Maradona wants
a change

of scene

BUENOS AIRES, Feb 15:
Diego Maradona has set his

sights on becoming a race car
driver, reports AFP.

Having turned his back on |

his latest club, Newell's Old
Boys, the scandal haunted soc-
cer international told televi-
sion on Monday of his plans to
take part in an Argentinean
form of stock car racing.
Maradona said he wants to
be the co-driver for
Argentinean racer Jorge
Oyhanart. When his 18

mionth ban from football for -

cocaine use he drove in the
same sport with Oscar Aventin.

Maradona's contract with
Newell's was terminated two
weeks ago and he now faces an
investigation into the shooting
of six journalists waiting out-
side his home afterwards.

The soccer star still does
not know whether he will take

part in the World Cup finals in
America with Argentina.

Australia

unwelcome

MELBOURNE, Feb 15: Aus-
tralia's inclusion in the Asian
qualifying group would not be
welcomed by the region's
established soccer powers
because of their strength, a top
Japanese club coach said on
Tuesday, reporis Reuter.

Kiyo Kumo, coach of J-
League side JEF United, said
Australia would provide stern
opposition for Asian countries.

"We would rather Australia
were not in the Asian group,”

said Kumo, speaking through

an interpreter.

Kumo said Australia proved
they were a world-class side
when they lost 2-1 on aggre-
gate in their final qualifier
against Argentina last vear
after winning the Oceania
Group and then a playoff
against Canada.

"All Asian people think that
way. The last qualification

| games showed Australia were

extremely strong,"” added
Kumo, whose side will play two
friendlies in, Melbourne this
weekend during their pre-sea-
son tour.

The Australian Soccer
Federation is lobbying for a
more direct route to the World
Cup finals. They want the
Oceania Group winners to play
in the Asian play-offs.

If world governing body
FIFA backs the move, Asia is
expected to be handed a third
qualifying berth for the 1998
finals in France.

PUnder the present qualify-
ing system, Australia have to
win the Oceania Group, beat
the runners-up in the
CONCACAF group and then
defeat the runners-up in a
South American Group to
reach the World Cup finals.

JEF United's German mid-
fielder Pierre Littbarski, a vet-
eran of three World Cup cam-
paigns, praised the progress
made by Australia.

"l was really impressed by
the standard of the national
teamm and with a little bit of
luck they could have beaten.
Argentina,” Littbarskl said.

Australia currently have
more than 35 professionals
contracted to European clubs.

Southampton
sink Liverpool

LONDON, Feb 15: A hattrick
from Matthew le Tissier, in-
cluding the fastest goal of the
English Premier League sea-
son, inspired Southampton to
a thumping 4-2 win over

Sport

US ﬁg'ure skater Nancy Kerngan clenchea her fist dunng a practwe session held -at the

Hammer Olympic Amphitheatre in Lillehammer on Feb 14.

— AFP photo

LILLEHAMMER,
Feb 15: Interna-
tional Olympic Co-
mmittee presj-
dent Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch la-
unched the Lille-
hammer Ga-mes
by calling for pe-
ace in war-rav
aged Bosnia, reporis AFP.
Three days later, in a small

LILLEMA N R

| house in Lillehammer, Bosni-

ans, Croats, Slovenes and
Macedonians brokered their
own tiny peace treaty.
Slovenia, independent for
just two years, has, like more
dominant winter sports coun-
tries, set up a house here for
the duration of the Olympics.
They are here to promote
their fledgling country, to give
support to the small team of
athletes and to enjoy the:com-
radeship of colleagues they
used to call fellow Yugoslavs.
On Tuesday night, at
Slovenia House, a group who
used to be known of the ski
circuit as "the Yugos” got to-
gether to share the deadly
schnapps they love and to ex-
change news on their dis-
membered country.
Threir joy in being together

Saranch's mantic sermon

was obvious.
They hugged affectionately,
talked eagerly and took end-

less group photos. As the

evening progressed in that
costly house near the superb
Birkebeineren Ski Stadium,
ex-Yugoslavs sang regional
songs which used to belong to
them all.

For the small group of
H-osnians among them, it was a

Augurs unwell
for tennis

BEIJING. Feb 15: China's
first professional women's
tennis tournament made an in-
auspicious start on Monday
when it failed to atiract a sin-
gle paying spectator, reports
Reuter.

No tickets were sold for the
first day's play at the 100,000
dollars China Womeri's Open
being staged in the capital's
6.000-seat national Olympic
Sports Centre, the official
Xinhua news agency reported.

"No single ticket has been
sold today.” an official admit-
ted. "People in China have not
had much interest in the

sport.”

- the

rare moment in which to relax
and enjoy normal life. In short,
it was just like old times.

Inevitably, the talk revolved
around the f{rustrations
wrought by the war, but they
did not linger on death and
destruction. The conversation
was of more pedestrian things,
and of the winter sports they
all love.

One radio journalists from
Sarajevo described how he
now must walk 12 ki every
day just to get to work. His car
Is still in good working order
but there is no fuel available.

Two years ago in France, on
final night of the
Albertville Games, a group of
journalists from Sarajevo tele-
vision described how difficult
it had been to leave their
country for the Olympics. .

At that time, the fighting
had surrounded but not en-
gulfed them.

Asked if the conflict would
spread to Bosnia, they said no,
claiming Bosnia was a model
multi-ethnic community.

Less than a week later, the
barricades had gone up in the
beautiful city of Sarajevq, host_
of the 1984 Winter Olympics,

Winter

Harding
cheered on

PORTLAND, Oregon, Feb
15 More than 2,000 fans

watched figure skater Tonya

Harding practise on Monday,
her last performance here be-
fore her departure for the
Olympies in
Lillehammer, Norway, reports
AP.

The US figure skating
champion, cleared to compete
in Lillehammmer on Sunday
after she dropped her lawsuit
against the. US Olympic
Committee, was expected to
arrive In Norway on
Wednesday. '

Harding wore a T-shirt
bearing the legend 'Don't
Dream it, be it.’

Elaine Stamm, president of
the Tonya Harding Fan Club
presented the skater with a
cheque for 1.000 dollars
raised by the orgariisation.

"There's real excitement
here today,” Stamm enthused.
It's almost as i it's a new be-
ginning. -

Hardings Olympic berth had
been in doubt ever since she
was implicated in the January
6 attack on rival skater Nancy
Kerrigan.

Harding's ex-husband, Jeff
Gillooly, and her bodyguard
admitted planning the assault,

-in which Kerrigan was struck

on the leg with a metal baton.

Both claim Harding was in
on the scheme, a charge she
denies.

No criminal charges have
been filed against the skater,.
but figure skating officials and
the USOC had questioned
whether she had breached
their ethnics codes.

Edberg toils

STUTTGART, Germany, Feb
15: Stefan Edberg withstood a
barrage of aces by Marc
Goellner -on Monday to win a
first-round match at the
Eurocard Open, reports AP.

Edberg. the world's fifth-
ranked . player, beat the
German 6-7 (4-7). 7-6 (7-2),
6-0.

Goellner, who beat Edberg
in a Davis Cup match last
October, appeared to be
headed toward ancther upset
after he won the first set and
saved three set points with
aces in the second set.

The last ace was his 23rd,
including three in the first set
tiebreaker.

But Edberg recovered to
hold his own serve and routed
Goeliner in the tiebreaker.
Goellner, who had 23 aces,
collapsed in the final set.

“I maintained my calm.”
Edberg said. “It's not easy to

. play against Goellner because

he comes up with aces and
hits incredible winners.” :

Edberg, who held the No 1
ranking for 65 weeks, fell out
of the top five in October for
the first time tn nine years. His
decline coincided with a pause
when his daughter was born in
July.

This year, Edberg already
has won one tournament,
matching his total in 1993,

“It's nice to be back again.
I've got some good expecta-
tions,” he said.

Fifth-seeded Cedric Pioline
of France needed two hours
and 37 minutes to edge
Sweden's Magnus Larsson 6-
7(6-8), 6-4, 7-6(7-2). In other
action, Russian Andrei
Cherkasov beat Jonas
of Sweden 6-3, 4-E.Sm
France's Henri Leconte de-
feated Javier Sanchez of Spain
6-2, 7-6 (7-3).

Most top seeds in the field,
which boasts five top-10 play-
ers, first swing into action be-

and their Hves disintegrated.

ginning Tuesday.
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