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Norway nestled at the top

LILLEHAMMER,
Feb 14: Norwe.
glans spend eight
months of the
year on skis and
it showed on Mo-
nday when Tho-
mas Al cl-
aimed their se-
cond gold medal
of these Winter
Olympics and Lasse Kjus was
poised to win a third, reports
AFP.

Kyle Heikkila spends most
of his time windsurfing off the
islands of St Thomas in the
Virgin Islands.

But today, on the coldest
day of the Games, he achieved
the best result ever by some-

one from a snowless country

when he finished 23rd out of

33 in the men's luge. ,

"Most people back home
know each other so they're
kind of used to us doing this
sort of thing," sald the 22-
year-old Marine Biology stu-
dent.

And his team-mate Ann
Abernathy, oldést competitor
at 40, was fastest in training
for the women's luge.

Georg Hackl, a 27-year-old
German soldier, won the event
to become the first man to re-

tain and Olympic Toboggan ti-

Alsgaard won the 30km
freestyle cross country skiing
race held in mind-numbing
- cold. Some of the competitors

needed to be revived at the

Alsgaard, a triple gold
medalist at the 1991 World
Junior Championships, already
represents a new generation of

Norwegian skiers.
He beat compatriot Bjorn

Daehlie, who won three gold
medals two years ago, by a
huge 47 seconds.

Vegard Ulvang, another
triple gold medalist from the
Albertville Games, is holding
himself in reserve for the
50km classic which brings the
Games to a close. :

Viadimir Smirnov, the
Sibérian who lives in Sweden
and races for Kazakhstan, again

ted.

Four wins in five World Cup
races this season seemed to
indicate he would at last break
his championship duck but he
staggered in 10th.

Kjus, the world champion,
was f[astest in the downhill
part of the Alpine combined
today and the only man who
looks capable of beating him in

the slalom in 11 days, time is
his compatriot Kjetil-Andre
Aamodt.

Aamodt, silver medalist in
Sunday's downhill, was 0.54
second slower and he could
not make up that kind of dif-
ference in last year's World
Ch in Japan.

Marc Girardelli of Luxem-

burg., five-times World Cup

to get among the medals in the
men's 500m speed skating
event,

Jansen. the only man to
have broken 36 sec. missed
medals in 1988 and 1992
when he was a f[avourite on
both occasions.

Alexandr Goulubev and
Sergei Klevchenya went one-
two to wipp Russia's first-ever

Thomas Msg&ard of Nﬂrwa} bpeeds to win the men's 30km
cross country event in Lillehammer yesterday. His
compatriot Bjorn Daehlie became second and Finland's

Mika Myllylae third,
champion, looks like him will
have to wait for Thursday's
super giant slalom for a realis-
tic shot at an Olympic gold
medal.

He had 66 hundredtihs of a
second to make up in the
combined after a disappointing
downhill.

Italian superstar Alberto
Tomba does not ski downhills
and will not actually get here
until Friday for next week's=
giant slalom.

Dan Jansen's Olympic mis- -

ery continued when the
American world record holder
fafled to set a time fast enough

— AFP photo
winter olympic medals.

MEDALS TABLE

Medals table after competi-
tion here Monday in the 1994
Winter Olynipics:

Gaold Silver Bronze Total

Norway 2
Russia 1
Italy 1
USA 1
Germany 1
Austria 0
Canada 0
Netheriands O
Finland 0

0
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¥ vereva ends title drought

EMFEI)I‘I
Sixth seed Natalia
Zvereva of Belar-

on Sunday beat -unmdnd
American Chanda Rubin in the
singles final of the 400,000
dollars Virginia Slims of
Chicago tennis tourmament,

Zvereva m her first sin-
gles title since 1990, spoiling
the first career final for Rubin
with a 6-3, 7-5 victory.

Rubin, the first unseeded
finalist here since Zvereva in
1987, reached the final when
fifth seed Magdalena Maleeva
was forced to. retire from their
semifinal with an ;?ur]r.
Maleeva had picked top
seed and 12-time champion
Martina Navratilova in the
quarters.

Rubin, who turms 18 on

Becker back

on track

MILAN, Feb 14: Germany's
Boris Becker retained his

Milan indoor titke on
Sunday with a 6-2, 3-6, 6-3

Korda, whe played late into

, the night on Saturday if the
doubles tournament, took the
second set but tired visibly in
the third.

1

Friday, had hl:l.tﬂl Zvereva in
their only previous meeting.
But on Sunday, Zvereva roared
out to a 5-0 start to keep the
American out of the match.

Zvereva with consec-
uttve aces and broke Rubin at
love and at 15 in the

American’'s [irst two service

"It could've been a whole
different math if I would've
started out better,” said the
47th-ranked Rubin. “I defl-
nitely think [ could've put
more en her.”

Fhe ease of her start actu-
ally hurt Zvereva for a while,
but she recovered after drop-
ping three successive games.

“It's hard to concentrate.”

said. "She was missing
a lot of balls in the first set and
| was getting things preity easy

for me. It was hard to stay fo-
cused.”

In the pivotal 11th game
Zvereva broke the teenager at
love. With all her points com-
ing on unforced errors by
Rubin, who admitted she was
NErvous.

The sixth career title came
as something of a surprise to
the 19th-ranked Zvereva, 22,
who admitted she has been
suffering through a crisis of
confidence.

"1 did not think | could win
a tournament because the field
has gotten very strong.’
Zvereva said.

“Even tho | got in the
final at Filderstadt, Mary
(Pierce) was unbelievable. _

“It's not that | don't believe
in myself,” Zvegeva said. "1 just
ruled myselfl out.”

US first lady Hillary Clinton applauds the American ice
hockey team during a match against France in XVII Winter

Games in Lillehammer on Feb 13

—AFP photo

Clinton's
kudos
for Moe

HOT SPRINGS, Ark, Feb 14:
Calling from his limousine on
the way to a golf outing
Sunday. President Clinton
congratulated skier Tommy
Moe for winning the United
‘States’ first gold. medal in the
1994 Winter Olympics, n:pnrts
AP,

"l told hlm America is
proud of him,” the president
said. Clinton said he had not
witnessed Moe's award-win-
ning performance 1in. the
downhill ski race, but planned
to "watch it on the news.”

Calling out ‘to reporters
after lunch at a friend's house,

Clinton said the call was ar-

ranged when his wife called
from Norway with the news. °

Hillary Rodham Clinton is
heading the US delegation to
the Games in Lillehammer,

Norway. A traffic jam caused -

her to miss Moe's effort,

- which gave the United States

Its first Alpine skiing guld
medal in 10 years.

The president's trip to hot
Springs was his first to his

home state since the Jan 6 fu- -

neral for his mother, Virginia
Kelley.

Clinton spent Saturday
evening at the home of' his
stepfather, Dick Kelley, and
spent Sunday morning going

through his mother's memen-
toes and talking with his

brother, Roger., and Kelley.
Later in the day, Clinton
jogged through a nearby park,
ignoring reporters’ questions
on policy issues.
Then. Clinton teed off at

the belvedere Golf Club. He

was joined by his stepfather
and longtime friend Webb
Hubble, who is now an associ-
ate attorney general.

Although Clinton did not let
serious issues interfere with a
weekend of reminiscence and
relaxation, others in the presi-
dential entopurage kept work-

ing,.

Symbolic
" LILLEHAMMER, Feb 14:
Ten youngsters from Palestine
and Israel were due to visit
‘Wintey Games sites’ on
Monday, organisers said, re-
ports AFP. .

The 10 youngsters between
16 and 17 years old were se-
lected by the sister organisa-
tions of the Red Cross in the
Middle East, the Palestinian
Red Crescent and the Red
Shield of David in Israel.

The late Norwegian Foreign
Minister Johan .Jorgen Holst,
who helped broker the Israel-
PLO peace accord, wgnted to
bring together young pe€ople
from both sides of the Middle
East conflict to be a symbol of
the development in the regian.

- They will watch the
women's supergiant Alpine ski
race and the freestyle skiing
moguls event on Tuesday.

They were due to spend
Monday night in a scouts camp
where about 300 young people
from 19 countries are staying.

Palestine was provisionally
admitted to the international
Olympic committee last
September but was unable to
send any observers.

Israel is represented at a
Winter Olympics for the first

time by Georgian immigrant

Misha Shmerkin. The 24-year-
old arrived in Israel from
Odessa two years ago, qualified
for the Olympics with a 19th
place at the World Figure
Skating Championships In
Prague.

His new home town of
Matulla, on the bord¢r with
Lebanon, had hoped to start
work on a three-million dollar
Olympic size skating rinh dur-
ing the Games. :

Altruistic Lewis

MELBOURNE, Feb 14;
World 100 metres record
holder Carl Lewis will make
his second wvisit to Australia
this year when he attends a
series of fund-raisers to collect
money for victimns of last
month's bush fires, reports AP.

Four people died and hun-
dreds were made homeless by
the bush fires that swept
Sydney suburbs and coastal re-
gions of New South Wales state
in the southwest.

Lewis, winner of eight
Olympic Games gold medals,
visited Melbourne last month
on a 24-hour trip to comfort
Craig Sheppard, a seriously-jll
| 7-year-old Australian athlete.

This week, Lewis will at-
tend functions to honor former
Australian sprint star Betty
Cuthbert and raise funds for
bush fire relief,

Cuthbert won gold medals
in the 100 metres. 200 metres
and 400 metres relay at the
1956 Melbourne Olympics and
in the 400 metres at the 1964
Tokyo Olympics but now is suf-
fering from multiple sclerosis,

During her career she set
15 world records.

Lewis will speak at a lun
cheon in Brisbane on Tuesday
and at formal dinners in
Melbourne and Sydney on
Tuesday and Wednesday to

raise money for a series of In-
ternational track and field
meets to be called The
Cuthbert Internationals.

At Cuthbert's insistence, an
undisclosed percentage of the
funds raised will be diverted to
bush fire victims

NBA Esttartt Confecences Secktic Plppen of the Chicago Bulls holds aloft the MVP Trophy

after defeating the Western Cur:ference 127-118 in the NBA All-Star Game in Minneapolis on

Feb 13.

— AFP photo

14.78 metres

Harding puts Games in tangle

LILLEHAMMER,
Feb' 14: Tonya’
Harding is help-
ing put Lilleham- -
mer on the map.
But she's also
causing hassles
and headaches
for Olympic orga-
nisers, reports
AP

The Harding affairs has
kept the name of Lillehammer
in newspapers around the
world for weeks. And now that
Harding will skate against
Nancy Kerrigan, the attention
will only increase.

On one hand, Games nrg,a
nizers say, Lillehammer bene-
fits from the added expgsure.

"This case has created a lot
of extra interest in the
Games,” said Tor Aune, chief
spokesman of the Lillehammer
Olympic Organizing Committee
(LOOC). "The name of
Lillehammer has become more
well known because of this.”

"One of the reasons why you
want to host competitions like
the Olympics is to get a lot of
publicity for your city,” added
Bjorn Ruud, manager of the
figure skating venue in Hamar.
"Today, if you ask people in the
United States,. almost every-
body knows where Lilleham-
mer is."

But the focus on Hardlnﬂ
also has its downside. Olympic
officials say it has detracted
from the job Norway has done

OLYMPICS
19 5% 4

b

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

in organizing the Games and
created new security and logis-

tical lems.
people say all public-
ity is good publicity, but I

think. we could have lived
without it in this case,”" Ruud
said.

"l agree.” said LOOC sports
director Martin Burkhalter.
"We could have done without
this kind of publicity. Our
venues and the excellent re-
sults so far would have spoken
for themselves.”

LOOC ‘officlals never imag-
ined the glut of coverage the
Olympics would receive in
connection with the Jan 6
clubbing attack on Kerrigan.
Harding's ex-husband and
three other men have admit-
ted roles in the attack, but the
skater maintains she learned
about the plot only afterwards.

Under a deal announced
Saturday, the US Olympic
Committee confirmed
Harding's eligibility for the
Games. In return, sHarding
dropped the dirs 25 million
lawsuit she filed against the
USOC to block a disciplinary
hearing that could have re-
sulted in her expulsion from
the American team.

Harding is due to arrive sat
the Winter Games on
Wednesday. She and Kerrigan
will live in the same bullding at
the athletes’ village in Hamar,
practice at the same time on
the same rink and [ace each

other on the ice Feb. 23. |

"It seems like the press
finds, this story more impor-
tant than wars around the
world,” Ruud said. "I'm really
sorry about it. This is a sports
competition.”

More than 1,000 reporters
packed the auditorium at the
main press c¢centre in
Lillehammer. on Saturday for
Kerrigan's news conference. In
order to accommodate the im-
pending media. crush in
Hamar, organizers are taking
over a cafeteria to serve as an
interview room for 300-400
people. -

"It gives us a lot of extra
work,” Ruud said. "We've got to
keep control over njl the me-
dia. Ynu start being a police-
men.”

The real police have their
hands full, too.

"Security inside the venue
has been stepped up.,” Anue
said. "We have stricter access
controls, including frisking of
spectators. There is also better
security in' the kiss-and-cry
area” — Where skaters receive
their scores within view of
television camperas.

Burkhalter, the LOOC sports
director, said Harding should

be treated just like everyone

else.
"She is welcome to com-
pete like any other athlete,” he
id. "1 just hope it will be a

sa
fair and good competition.”
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Samaranch off
to Sarajevo

LILLEHAMMER, Feb 14:
IOC president Juan Antonio
Samaranch headed Monday for
Sarajevo to pay tribute tu the .
embattled city and renew his
call for an 'Olympic Truce,' the
International Olympic
Committee said, re AP,

With the visit, the 10C -
wants to show solidarity to the
¢ity that hosted the 1984
Winter Games, an 10C state-
ment said.

Samaranch has issued a call
for a worldwide truce during
the Feb. 12-27 Winter Games,
and directed a special appeal
to the warring sides in Bosnia.

. The 10C delegation also will .
include Mexican 10C member
Mario Vasquez Rana; the head
of the European . national
Olympic Committees, Jacques
Rogge; 10C director general
Francois Carrard; and IOC ad- °
visor Fekrou Kidane.

The group left Lillechammer
Monday afternoon for Osle,
where they were to boarl a

private offered for the first leg

of the trip. The schedule was
being kept confidential, but
sources said the group was ex-
pecteéd to visit Sarajevo on
Wednesday aboard a air-
craft.

Fine Rﬁssian
double

- LIEVIN, France, Feb 14:
Russian triple-jumper Inna
Lasovskaya broke her own
world indoor record Sunday,
leaping 14.90 metres (48 feet,
10 3/4 inches) at the Vittel-
Pas de Calais track meet, re-
ports AP.

Lasovskaya's old mark was
(48 feet, 6
inches) set Jan. 27 in Moscow.

She was the only competi-
tor to take a world record at
the 5 million franc (dirs*
840.000) meet,- though organ-
isers hoped to see top marks
in the men and women's 200
meters.

Lasovskaya's countryman
Leonid Voloshin set the men's
world indoor record last week
in Grenoble at 17.77 meters
(58 feet, 3 3/4 inches), beat-
ing the 1987 mark of
American Mike Conley.

Voloshin was well off that
distance Synday, though he,
easily captured first place with
a triple jump of 17.21 metres
(56 feet, 5 3/4 inches).

Frank Fredericks of Nami-
bia, the 200-metre gold meda-
list at the 1992 Olympics,
easily won heré when organ-
“sers failed to entice British
star Linford Christie to the
mieet.

The women's sprints were
the most anticipated races on
the fast Lievin track, pitting
Irina Privalova of Russia against
Jamaica's Merlene Ottey, who
set the 200-meter world
record here last year.

Privalova captured the 60-
meter dash, though she was
one-hundredth of a second off
her world record speed of
6.92. Ottey crossed second at
7.02.

The Russian also won the

200 metres after Ottey, who
suffered a cold this week, sat

out of the race.

- Rodion Gataullin of Russia
and Frenchman Jean Galfione
both cleared 5.90 metres (19
feet, 4.1 inches) in the pole
vault.

The meet is viewed as a
warmup to the European

Indoor Championships to be
held March 11-13 in Paris.
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