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Parliament’s Upset
Time-table

There has been a noisy opposition walk-out
from yesterday's Jatiya Sangsad sitting over the
wording of the resolution on Lalbagh incident.
Earlier the session had gone off-course through
unscheduled debates for a week or so, recesses
excepted. Even so, only two bills, not quite on
burning national issues, could be barely tabled day
before yesterday among four that ought to have
been placed by now before the House, being in
session since February 5. The two bills, one from
Awami League MP Rafiqul Islam and another from
NDP leader Salahuddin Qyader Chowdhury are

marking time and hurled on a delayed course.
That "untoward happenings in the national

arena would call for some unscheduled parlia-
mentary dgbates cannot be basically in question.
But there are a couple of countervailing factors of
impelling nature which we need to bear in mind
lest endless discussions on unforeseen topics go
on delaying legislative business of the very urgent
variety. The experience has palpably been that
prior to almost every parliamentary session a
mismanagéd executive or administrative action

had a fall-out or backlash that invariably spilled |

over the initial sittings of the Jatiya Sangsad.

hardly ever began with its right foot forward. As
the House sat to listen to the Opposition salvos, a
consideration of the original agenda got held back
even within the limited time span of each ses-

sion. :
The net result is that a legislative backlog

keeps mounting much the same way that the

carry-over ADP project have upset planned de- 4

velopment in the country. We regard this
comparison as odious though because legislative
business is seminally important’to all other things
in national life. While the government should
handle the prelude to a parliamentary session
with an extra bit of a care, the opposition need
also to contain itself within a reasonable range of
reaction — we believe, as a strategy, so that

a bit of its mind does not consign urgent
legislation to oblivion.

Take for, instance the postmorsem on judicial
appointments. The episode coming to a close to
the satisfaction of all concerned with vindicating
'the democratic principle of consultation .with the
Chief Justice, the debate could have stopped by
making the cardinal point that consideration
should be expedited of the law relating to the
separation of the judiciary from the executive. For.
all we knagw, this is still at a very infantile stage,
merely passing time and keeping out of the par
liamentary sessions. The unscheduled discussion
on the Lalbagh slaughter did not have to bé long-
drawn because the public are sufficiently outraged
only to keep an eye on the course the law takes
on the question. Importantly also the Awami
‘League is looking for a revision of the City
Corporation (Amendment) Act,1993, insofar as
its provision related to the removal of an elected
mayor or commissioner is concerned. Section
10(C) of the amendment which the Awami League

'had opposed at the time of introduction in the

Jatiya Sangsad, states to the effect that if a mayor

or a cumml.psinner “ refuses to perform or be-
comes ‘disapled from performing his functions”,
he may be removed from, office. Now that the
 Awami League-sponsored mayoral candidates haye
won the elections in Dhaka and Chittagong, the
party is expressing a fresh concern over the pro-
vision. Regardlfss of whether an amendment
passed by a majority vote can be subjected to a
legislative consideration de novo or is something
that attracts th& writ jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court, which the Awami League is re]}ortedly up
to now, it remains a moot point anyhuw in the
current national perspective.

Be that as it may, there is so much of unfin-
ished legislation to be in place on burning na-
tional ‘problems. The remaining two years of the
present parliament look jammed with it all. Some
of the priority backlog can be cleared only by an
efficient time management through the coopera-
tion of all — pargicularly with cohesive and
‘thoughtful functioning by the all-party Business
Advisory Committee in the Parliament. .

Dhaka in Ramadan

The month of abstinence, holy and sanctified
as it is, has had very special appeals in Dhaka.

Dhaka of all cities having a big Muslim popula-
tion. in the world was possibly the first to resort
to the siren as a far-servicing sound signal mark-
ing iftar and sehri times. Towns and cities in
Bangladesh followed suit.

E\rer},rmahaﬂanfﬂle cityusedturaiseitsuwn
squad of singers with the approach of the
Ramadan. After exacting rehearsals the squads
would go around the mahalla wakening the be-
lievers from slumber and telling thenr in melody
not to miss the sehri. Some mahallas are still-

" trying to carry on with this tradition. As a part of
upholding the cul'ural heritage maybe we should
look into ways ¢. reviving this tradition which
made Ramadan in Dhaka so unique.

The gE:Ill.llIlE charm that remains is gastro-
nomic. Dhaka is a centre of eating delights on the
same footing as Delhi, Lahore, Peshawar and
Kanpur. To its own gharana of the Central Asian
and tanduri cuisine, come Ramadan, it adds an
absolutely glorious array of tele-bhaja and other
delicacies based on chana and matar. This very
winsome aspect of Ramadan-in-Dhaka is, how-
ever, currently under two bad spells. First is
price that's hitting the roof. To save oneself from
its bashing, many an intelligent bloke is opening a
tele-bhaja pushing the number of such to vie with
mushrooms. Two, the delicacies are dip-fried in
oil which is at best suspect and at worst a health
hazard. The Public Health officials better not
lower their guard on this count. In fact, there is a
pronounced reason for both the market watchers
and the health vigilantes to operate systematically
and without any let-up whatsoever.

Ramadan is a very special season for Dhaka |
-~ natives, as exactly it has been for so many
decades.

' ANY of us will see the
significance of the
recently held convo

cation at Chittagong University
For the University, it has been
an event of historic impor:
tanee, because it was the first
ever held. When you remember
that a University that started
functioning in 1965 (I hope |
am right here)] and that has
failed to 'hold a convocation for
the entire length of its ex-
istence, you will see what |
mean
It is not only Chittagong
that has this gloomy record
No University has  thought it
safe or proper to hold a convo-
cation ever since Pakistan
went under wmilitary rule of
Ayub Khan Monem Khan, the
Governor of East Pakistan and
a henchman of the President
had his fingers burnt when he
tried to do what could not be
done, under the circumsta-
ces. In Dhaka, students boy-
cotted the convocation. and
the same was repeated at
Rajshahi. The bitterness of
failure made him turn his
mind from convocations to so-
mething quite different. First,
he posted somebody as Vice—
Chancellor, somebody who
would willingly play his hen-
chman on the campus, as he
was doing in Dhaka for Ayub
Khan. This, in its tum, re-
sulted in the launching of
N.S.F, a student organisation
built with the sole purpose of
acting as the strong arm of the
government. The N.S F, in-
stead of helping the govern-
ment, made matters worse.

¥

RESIDENT Hafez-al As-
sad is a man in a hurry.
Suffering from diabetes
and a heart condition and 66-

_years-old, he wants to wipe out

a blot on his name and regain
the Golan Heights which he
lost to Israel when he was
Syria's Defence Minister. .

Even more mortifying, the
man he lost the land to, Israeli
Defence Minister Yitzak Rabin,
is now Prime Minister.

For Assad to gain an
honourable place in Arab his-
tory, he must make good his
loss. PR

As well as the personal fac-
tor behind his mid-January
declaration to United States
President Bill Clinton that he
was "prepared to make peace
with Israel now.” the time was
propitious for such a conces-

the collapse of thé Soviet
Union, the major arms sup-
plier and diplomatic ally of the
Arabs, they are not in a posi-
tion to make war.

The Arab world is more di-
vided than ever before. Syria

| lost strategic depth avhen the

US-led coalition defeated Iraq

tary machine in the 1991 Gulf
war. And Assad wants the West
to recognise Syria's special re-
lationship with Lebanon.

cult for the Syrian leader to
make his momentous declara-
tion of intent at Geneva be-
cause he is a proud man,
whose ambition has always
been to lead the Arabs, as did
his historic rival, Egyptian

in the 1950s.

Assad takes seriously
Nasser's characterisation of
Syria as the heart of
Arabism". So it must have been
galling to renounce, in Geneva,

Biglltﬂ:u'aﬂitude

Sir, The interview given by
Mr I K Gujral, furmm' Indian
Foreign Minister in the

your esteemed paper on 10

friendly, cooperative and fra-
termal. _
All visiting dignitaries from

sentiments and sympathy. But
what happens when our repre-
sentatives go'to Delhi? The big
brother asserts himself with a
big stick. There are no frank
deliberations, no tures of
friendship and no sympathy.
Such Cce Nno re-
sults. Because India adopts a
"take it or leave it" posture.

Sadri Ispahant
Motijheel C/A.,
Dhaka

* Sub-standard drugs

Sir, This has reference to a
news fitem under the above
caption a
your esteemed daily on 9
February. The Health and
Family Welfare Minister dis-
closed in the Jatlya Sangsad,
while replying to a question of
Sheikh Harunur Rashid, that
punitive action had been taken
against 45 pharmaceutical
manufacturing companies for

production and marketing of

sub-standard drugs in 1992

| and *1993. The companies

against which the punitive
measures had been taken in-

sion for another reason: since

and destroyed Baghdad's mil- -

Yet it was personally diffi-

Preududt&unmlﬁbddﬂm,.

in front of the world's televi-
sion cameras, the Arab claim .
tuthcﬂﬂpercmtanalﬂunc

Government of V P Singh, to
Mr Anwarul Hugq, published in -

January, shows Mr Gujral as

India express genuine friendly . Well.

ppearing on page 3 of

Convocations and a Few Questions

We had nearily forgotten what a convocation is. The Chittagong event passed off fairly smoothly, to judge from
the press reports, despite the demonstration of a section of students, and the non-participation of a section of
teachers. These marks of protest should not go unheeded.

The reign of terror it intro-
duced on the campus only
strengthened tHe demeocratic
movement. The gory history of
what the NS F. did. and how
all its leaders got killed them-
selves, many of them as vic-
tims of infighting, has never
been fully told. It needs to be
told, for the t of some of
our  present-day ministers.
those whe love to play with
student politics on the cam-
pus.

We had nearly forgotten
what a convocation is The
Chittagong event passed off
fairly smoothly, to judge from
the press reports, despite the
demonstration of a section of
students, and the non-partici-
pation of a section of teachers.
These marks of protest should
not go unheeded. Chittagong
has had a most troubled time
during the last 3 or 4 years,
and the manner the presernit
Vice-Chancellor was installed
in“office has violated the pro-
cedure laid down in the
University Act of 1973. Also,
the recent move of the gov-
ernment to change certain
provisions of the Act whereby
the powers of the Senate will
be curtailed in respect of the
choice of a Vice-Chancellor has

been resented generally by the
University community across
the country. :

In fact, this is the issue over
which there has been a steep
decline in the relationship be-
tween the government and the
universities. For some time
past, the Parllamentary Stan-
ding Committee on Education
has been deliberating over

PFPASSING

from the political life of the
nation. The change from a
If"ﬁalLr]iirrnv:'rmir'yur to a Presidenfial
form of the government made
the procedure less innocuous
than it originally was Stll. no
serious damage was done dur-
ing the days of President Ziaur
Rahman, who had the good
sense of jetting things move in
the normal way Ershad was

CLOUDZ®

Zillur Rabman Siddigui

the Act which governs feur
universities. The Act is a
product of the democratic
spring of Bangladesh — 1972-

74, the years before the 4th _

Amendment of the Consti-
tution. The main feature of the
Act is that it upholds the
principle of autonomy of the
Universities. It lays down the
procedure of the appointment
of a Vice-Chancellor, In which
the Senate plays a role. The
Senate elects a panel of three
for the Changellor to nominate
one from the panel. When the
ParHament gave the Act, the
country was under a Parlia-
mentary form of government,
with the President removed

mere interfering in University
mdtters. ;

Thanks to the fact that the
present democratic govern-
ment is a duly elected one,
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
has been able to adorn by her
presence a couple of conwvoca-
tions. She is doing it in the
face of two-fold opposition,
and leaning mainly on her
Vice-Chancellors, all appointed
in a questionable manner.
None of her Vice-Chancellors
has the ability or the stature of
Dr. M O Ghani, Dhaka's Vice-
Chancellor under Monem Kh-
an. Under a democratic gover-
nment, Dr. Ghani would have
proved an outstanding Vice-

Chancellor, but his regime was
flawed and his doings were
tainted since he was required

o serve his master and not
his inssitution The distortion

of the aystem ruined the
career of an otherwise able
man. he had to be eased out in
the days of mounting agitation
for democracy. and he left his
university to be our amba-
ssador for — of all countries —
Tanzania.

The same fate awaited Mr.
Maniruzzaman Mia. now tur-
ned a diplomat. but virtually in
exile., Im remote Western
Africa.

These are all sad stories,
the ruined careers of men who
were @ther made Vice-Chan-
cellors to serve the purpose of
a Chancellor, or who, through
gquestionable means. made
mselves eligible for
position.

Convocations could be a

sign of the return of normaicy
in our universities. but are

they? The present situation
raises a number of issues.

For one thing. who is the
Chancellor — the President or
the Prime Minister 7 The act
says, it is the President. But, as
we should remember, an
amendment introduced in the

he

Ailing Assad Looks for a Place in History

Michael Jansen writes from Nicosia

The death in a riding accident Df Syrian President Hafez-al Assad’'s son Basil — a possible
contender for the succession — is another blow to the man who, faced with his own ill-health
and the painful reality of Arab weakness, has effectively renounced claims over "sacred Arab
land.” Despite the personal and political -cost of his gesture, Israel may refuse to act posi-
tively, unless pushed by Washington. Gemini News Service examines a new twist in the
Middle East peace process.

'President Assad

Momentous move

occupied by Israel in 1948. It

was an admission of the Arab
failure to "liberate” Palestine —
"sacred Arab land,” a central
portion of the Ardb homeland.
Israel may refuse to act on
this breaRthrough on the
Middle East peacemaking
front, thus underniining the

. peate process. Speaking for
other Arab leaders also pre- -

pared to bring an end to the
100-year struggle for Palestine
with the alien people im~
planted there by the Western

powers, the President asserted
that Syria would establish
“"normal relations” with the
Jewish state.

Although Assad did not
spell out what he meant by
"normalisation,” Clinton did so
by stating that Assad had told
him suech relations include
trade. diplgmatie ties and
open borders.

The Syrian panilian com-
pels Israel to state precisely
what it means by "withdrawal”
in reference /to the occupied
Golan Heights. But instead of
responding with its definition
of "withdrawal' in exchange
for Agsad's.definition of '"full
peace,” lsrael promptly began
to play down the significance
of Assad’'s statement.

The Labour-led coalition
government announced that it
would hold a referendum on
whether or not Israel should
implement a "significant with-
drawal” from the Golan once

such an agreement was
reached.
Syrian Foreign Minister

Farouk al-Sharaa expressed
surprise over the [sraeli reac-
tion. He said Syria had ex-
pected Israel to welcome
Assad’'s declaration and ex-
pressed doubts about the gen-
uineness of Israel's interest in
achieving peace.

-~ This is because Israel is not
prepared to pay the high price
for peace: the return of virtu-

SE=EEErEEEmT

ally all Arab territories occu-
pied by the Jewish state dur-

" ing and after 1967,

The Syrians want to get
back all 1,160 square kilome-
tres of the Golan plateau, the
Palestinians the entire West
Bank and Gaza Strip, Jordan
several pockets of land along
the frontier and Lebanon the
strip of land on its border held
by Israel as a so-called
'security zone’.

In exchange for "full with-
drawal’ the Arabs are prepared
to give "full peace.” This
means acceptance of and nor-
mal relations with Israel.

Whether Assad's concession

n "full peace” produces an
Israeli commitment to "full
withdrawal" may be decided in
the bilateral talks which re-
sumed in Washington in late
January. Prospects for success
are not good. Israel continues
to stall on its “"withdrawal”
from Gaza and Jericho, the two
small Palestinian enclaves from
which it was due to pull out
last December.

. The US, which won frﬂm
Assad his commitment to
peace and normalisation of re-
lations, has so far refused to
take an active part in the ncgn-
tiations.

Clinton said that it was up
to the parties to settle the de-
tails of their peace agree-
ments, although he committed
the US to a "comprehensive

reasons of space, short letters
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cluded such noted ones as
Albert David (Bangladesh) Ltd.
Acme Laboratories, Essential
Drugs etc. The minister, how-
ever, didn't =laborate what
punitive measures were taken.

Heavy fines should have been
imposed against them with a
warning that their licence will
be cancelled if they produced
sub-standard drugs next time.

companies withdrew such sub-
standard drugs from the mar-
ket through an ad in the
newspaper. We fail to appreci-
ate why the government is not
adopting the Natibnal Drug
Ordinance 1992, when the

Jatiya Sangsad is in session.
N H Sufi

17/6-C.; Tajmahal Road,
Mohammadpur,

Dhaka
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Government
telephones

Sir, The government has
recently taken a decision to
introduce cash payment of
telephone bills by government
organizations suspending the
present book-transfer system
from July, 1994 with a view to
checking misuse of govern-
ment telephones and also to
raise accountability. | think
this is really a good step to-
wards contajning misuse and
corrupt practices with official
telephones and I am confident
that the decision after proper
implementation will yileld a

neither the minister
named these drugs nor the:

positive result. .

Meanwhile, before
introducing the cash payment
system, the government ne-
eds, to fix the money ceilings
for is different organizations in
the telephone expenses head
for creating budgetary provi-
sions. The operational system
of the entire telephone net-
work has also to be made fault-
free to eradicate over-billing or
cross-billing against govern-
ment telephones.

M Zahidul Haque

-Assistant Professor

Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute,

Dhaka

'Dhaka or Dacca?

Sir, For quite some years
our capital city is being spelt

in English as ‘Dhaka’ instead of

the former spelling 'Dacca’. We
though use and write this new
spelling, it has often been no-
ticed that letters and docu-
ments coming from foreign
countries bear  the former
spelling in the address.

"Newsweek" which Is a very
widely circulated English
weekly of international repute
has a good market in Bangla-
desh also. This journal without
taking least care to notice the
decision of our government to
change the spelling of the
capital city has for years been
printing the forimmer spelling
‘Dacca’ as may be seen in their
‘'subscription rates' column of
each issue.

‘University of Dacca' is an
age-old education Institution
which has the reputation of be-
ing called Oxford of the East.
We do not know il its
Syndicate by any amendment
has brought about the change
in the spelling of 'Dacca’. In
the distant future our posterity
and research scholars would
be in a confusion as to whether
there were in existence "two
differerd cities 'Dhaka’ and

'Dacca’. : 2
- There is another point that
should be mentioned. This
change in spelling has been in-
troduced on the ground of
phonetics. But the same

ciple has not been followed in

other cases as we are still writ-
ing Bogra instead of 'Bogura’,
Comilla instead of 'Komilla’ and
Chittagong instead of 'Chat-
tagram'.

Should we, therefore, re-
vert to the old spelling 'Dacca’
instead of 'Dhaka’ — as that is
still popularly known to the
world around which may save
us from any confusion in fu-
ture? .

Abdullah Abu Bakar,
Birol, Dinajpur.

Let nobleness
enkindle nobleness

Sir. What a spectacular pic-
ture with an am news was
published on the front page of
your esteemed daily on
February 3, in the context of
political melodrama of the
country.

Hats off to both Mirza
Abbas and Mr Hanif. They have,
indeed, established a golden
record and milestone in the
demeocratic tradition of the po-
litical history of Bangladesh,
which must open the eyes of
others.

Every cloud has a silver lin-
ing and so has the political
cloud in the democratic hori-
zon of Bangladesh. As one lamp
lights another. so nobleness
enkindles nobleness.

May the post-election noble
gestures shown by Mr Hanif
and Mr Abbas go a long way in
establishing healthy demo-
cratic traditions and mores
thus shunning the violent path
of arms, unfortunately taken by
our youth

Dr A | M Mgjakhkharul Islam,
K B Ismail Road, Mymensingh

-

\.

peace” on all fronts based on
UN resolutions 242 and 338.

If Clinton relies on Israel.
on its own, to maké peace on
this basis there may never be
peace. In reaction to
Clinton-Assad summit, Israelis
opposed to the return of the
Golan to Syria have distributed
over a million leaflets and
stickers stating that the area
should remain Israeli.

Only six per cent of Israelis
are prepared to hand it back to
Syria. Israeli analysts believe
that the weak coalition gov-
ernment needs prompting and
pressure from the US to com-

pel it to make the concessions
the Arabs demand in exchange

OPINION

the

days of Ziaur Rahman, made
provision for a person nomi-
nated by the President to act
on his behalf in his capacity as
the Chancellor. While he was
President. his Prime Minister
Shah Aszizur Rahman dis-
charged this responsibility for
two of the universities, and his
Vice-President Justice Satiar
was daoing it for the other two.

None of them attended a con-
vocation nor did Ziaur Rahman
himself. In fact there was no
convocation at the time.
Whether a person enjoying
a delegated power can or
shouild play 3.role not expre-
ssly meant for hiym, is a nice
point of propriety. if not of law.

The return of the Conve-
cation, despite all the gues-
tions surrounding the role of
Chancellors and ViceChan-
cellors, could still be a sign of
hope. The Universities. most-
of-them, are in a mess. There
is serious criticissn about the
administration at Rajshahi. and
generally abeout the admi-
nistration of a number of
umiversities. At some places,
Vice-Chancellors are under at-
tack for their partisanship —
what else can if be as things
are?— and at some places the
seat has remained only techni-
cally filled, while the govern-
ment is dreaming of a time
when a Vice-Chancellor can be
appointed directly by the
Chancellor. it is over this issue
that the government is going
to face trouble. For the gov-
ernment, there is no cheerful

message from history.

for péace.

Clinfon, let down by Israel
after obtaining the commit-
ment on "normalisation” from

J'illllimlyhcr:lumnlludu.

what I8 necessary. New to
Wuhu':gmn inexperienced in
world affairs,

vulnerable to the American
Zionist lobby which also op-
poses concessions to Syria.
israel's only peace treaty
with an Arab country is with
Egypt. negotiateéd in 1978-79.

he is particularly

The then US President Jimmy
Carter played a critical role in

that peace process. Israell

President Ezer Weizman who

participated in the negotia-
tions said that there would
have been no agreement with-
out the US.

The "full peace” achieved
then was at the price of full

Israeli withdra®al from every

inch of Egyptian territory.

Assad has made it clear that he

¢annot settle for léss. The ball
is now M [srael's court.
Washington's task to see that
Israel’refurns it.

MICHAEL JANSEN was

it is

born in the US. lives in Cyprus,

and has covered the Middle

ICC Trophy .

' Javed Helali

Thanks to the new rules of
Cricket World Cup, Bangladesh
stands a chance of playing with
mighties in the 1994 World
Cup to be held in the sub- -con-
tinent.

Cricket, as we all know, is a
game of glorious uncertainties.
In a past World Cup match,
Zimbabwe beat Australia. The
same Zimbabwe team was
thrashed by India with the
great Kapil Dev hammering
175, Zimbabwe beat England
in the last World Cup. This,
along with earlier ICC tro-
phies, helped them attain Test
status — albeit a bit “prema-
turely. Bangladesh's best effort
so far has been reaching ICC
semi-finals in 1982 and 1990.

At the conclusion of the
present championship which
is being played in Kenya, three
teams will qualify for the finals.
I will be a very happy man if
Bangladesh wins the trophy of
the minnows, but the chances
are at best — well, less than
great. The team is seeded sec-
ond after Holland which to my
mind is correctly seeded as
number one. Even if
Bangladesh finishes third, it
goes to the finals.

One-day cricket, or as they
tend to call it these days, in-
stant cricket, is much more
unpredictable than Test
cricket — where there is a
second chance in the form of
second innings. Here, it is do
or die. The whole team does
not have to be all made up of
good players. One good batting
or bowling performance can
turn the tide in any tearh's
favour. Each of the 20 teams
has at least one maveritk
amongst themselves.

Bangladesh Cricket has pnly
started to seriously develop in
the past 3-4 years. In 23 years
of independence. it has pro-
duced nothing for us to cheer
about. Failing to winn narrowly
or miserably, means the same
— failure. Almost winning is
also not winning! If Bangladesh
Cricket is to come of age, a lot
of serious efforts have to be
made with provision for all
year training and more compe-
tition. In spite of the plethora
extras, Nirman School Cricket
is a good thing. And, added to
it, the Office League things will
certainly improve.

An Indian opening batsman
once remarked that we have
all that it is needed for a good
team (equipment and other
paraphernalia] except good
players. Those who are good,
do not remain so for long —
get carried away with money
and attention — often from the

fairer sex. Latif, Neaz, Rouf,
Raquib, Daulat, etc were called
for nets for the Pakistan team
and some even played for the
national team before 1971.
The standard of cricket,
workdwide, has improved
tremendously especially After
the advent of one-dayers and
the huge injections of money
in the form of sponsorships
and fees.

Like the International
Olympic Association (10C)
which gives a lot of money to
its "developing” members from
the profits of Olympic Games
(Bangladesh is a beneficiary),
the "World Cricket Authorities”
are also going to give money to
the countries taking part in
the present championship.
Let's see how Bangladesh or
more specifically the BCCB
puts it to use!

Coming back to the present
championship. Bangladesh's
Eroup is not an easy one, .with
both UAE and USA boagting a
few good players of sub-conti-
nental origin. Bangladesh
should beat Argentina and E
and C Africa but will have to
work much harder in their
matches against UAE and USA.
If Bangladesh eomes out top or
runners-up in its group, it ad-
vances to the second leg which
will include three top and
three runners-up teams from
Groups A,.C and D. Assuming
that Bangladesh makes it to
the second leg, the real test
will then begin. =~ =

This championship is a
chance for the Bangladesh
team to show that all the effort
and money for their training
has nol gone to waste, They
have been trained well by
Mohinder Amarnath who has
put great emphasis on physical
fitness of the players. and
rightly so. This has been
proved in the recent games
against Pakistan and
Zimbabwe. But the BCCB tours
of India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka do not give great rea
sons for cheer

Other than Holland and
Kenya, teams to beware ol are
Denmark, Canada, Bermuda,
West Africa and UAE Had |
been given to wager | would
bet on Holland 7-1. Kenya 5-1
Bangladesh 3 1 Denmark ands
Canada 2-1, favourites with
Malaysia and Singapore bring
ing up the rear

1 wish the Bangladésh team
well | am confident that it wil
reach the finals later this year
But let's keep our [fingers
crossed — and pray that they
fare much better than our na-
tonal football team J
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