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Best-seller Binge at Boi Mela

by Rashed Mahmud Titumir

We may not have world-class writers but we
surely have popular ones. And there is no better
place than the Ekushey.book f[air to measure
their popularity. Once again, Humayun Ahmed,
novelisi and’ playwright is leading the race with
a wide margin. though his triumph is not being
confirmed by the Bangla Academy as it used to
do. This year the academy has decided not to
announce the best-seller,

However, Ahmed's novel, Jakhan Giache Dube
Panchamir Chand is easily considered to be on
top of the best sellers' list at the Boi Mela. It is
learnt that his other two fictions, Chhayabithi
and Magjarbhut are also in the race.

Bideshini and Lokti Rajakar Chhilo.

Humayun Azad, a prefessor of the Department
of Bangla at the University of Dhaka and a bit
controversial essayist has appeared at the fair

with a novel chhappanno hajar borgomail, which

has created much enthusiasm among the read-
ers.

‘Don't forget he is controversial too”, reminds
Nazrul, a student of Dhaka University.

Asif Nazrul's - who is’' a journalist-turned-
teacher at the Faculty of Law, DU — two arrivals
in the fair are also near to the record sale. His
two novels; Pap and Composer Jubok enjoy a
high demand among the teens.

Unsurprisingly,

Most immportantly, —
what he writes, his s ! ,
readers, without a :
few exceptions, are | o
frantic about getting Sosh b
hold of. The univer-
sity- professor-turn-
ed novelist has wri-
tten a book on Qua- | . =
ntum Chemistry, on |
which he did his i
doctoral thesis. It is
known that his |
readers are crazy to |
be a proud possessor |
of one its copies,
without bothering if
it is a novel or an
academic work.

Imdadul Hag
Milon and Taslima
Nasreen are neck to
neck in the compe-
tition. The publish- § & . -
ers inform that one B e o
day he surpasses her g
and the other day
she reverses the sale
trend.

"Indeed, that
kind of fair compe- B
tition is what we are J
looking for", says
Sumon, a student of
Sociology. "Saifur Rah-
man should learn
how the market op-
erates from them.,"
he adds jokingly.

Hassan Jahidi Tapan. a publisher of Taslima
informs that Taslima's Chhto Chhoto Dukhicho is
selling like hot s. while her two books — Ei
Kosto Zhenpe Jiban Debo Mepe, and
Duichichabati are also very popular.

Asked to comment why her books get so
favourable a response from the readers, the
young publisher says :"There are two types of

i
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readers she is favourite with. The first type con-

sists of women between 25 years to 30 years of
age who want to see depicted in novels the cruel
attitude of their male counterpart. The other
one is the teenagers, whose adolescent impulses
find a ready reSponse fo th¢ sexual over tones
with which her books are replete. Probably she
keeps it in mind while writing her scripts.”
"And recent contreversies surrounding her
also add winds into the sail of her popularity”
adds the young owner of Perol Publishers.
Imdadul Haq Milon, along with the actors in
his recent BTV drama serial Rupnagar is signing
autographs on books authored by him and
bought by his fans at a stail named Binodon.
Three of his books Have arrived at the fair
this year. Eto je Arhar Bhalobasha, on which the
ongoing BTV drama serial is based upon is in
high demand. His other best-sellers are - Shei

Those books are everywhere. — Star photo

ature - popular and serious”, says Moinul Ahsan
Saber, a Philip's award recipient for literature.

of past years, the
books of essay wit-
| ness a slump. Badru-
| 'ddin Umar's two
| books: Bangladesher
| Dumity, Santrash O
- | Noirgjya and Bangla-
2 desher Ganotantrik
Shairatantra are re-
.| ceiving some atten-
4 tion from a section
| of readers.
: According to boo-
ksellers,  professor
Sirajul Islam Chow-
| dhury's Bangaleer Joy
| Pargjoy has a good |
market even in this
recessionary trend. .

If someone wants
to talk about the
heritage of book fair,
the bottom-line js
the crowd of poets.
Like the world trend
in poetry, the same
is happening in

However, a col-
lection of poems by
late poet Abul Hasan
and Helal Hafiz's po-
etry card have been
doing well, accord-
ing to book stalls.

"There are always
two trends in liter-

"As elsewhere in the world, Saber says, there is
no standard to measure the gquality of literary
works”. However, he points out that there are

some standards.

"l don't know whether the top best-sellers fit
into it’, continues Saber, "But | did not hear that

Miterary critics had ever rated }huu very highly".
In response to a question, Saber terms the

recent trend as "entertainment literature'.
When asked to elaborate, he says, "the prin-

cipal objective of the writers have now shifted in
favour of satisfying the readers.’

“The authors start writing, keeping in mind
the psychology of the readers and try to cater to
their immediate need depending on the age
groups they belong to".

" "1 don't consider it as a book fair. lt:awhulr—
sale market. Here we come to sell our products,
forgetting our moral obligation and commitment
to society,” says Saleh Shams, a young publisher.

- "This is an era of populism.” says professor

Harun Rashid of Philosophy Department, DU.
"And so it happens in the case of the best-

sellers”, concludes professor Harun.

-

The Book Binding Owners Association staged a procession demanding a ban on import of

Bengali books printed abread in the city yesterday
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intemational Sealed Tenders are

hereby invited by the Development
ﬁmdmmmmmpmm ﬂummdﬁmﬂbeﬂaﬂﬁmm

Power Board for

E deaan Name of Stores drm of
Tmma.me Date &Time

1. Pw-408/94 SonFlhhrB#m n_:m
Gas Turbine Power Station

2 Pur-um Spare Pants for Bheramara Tk 500/
Punrﬁlm

EE.EHTIMHMW 22 394 Time 1130 am

23394 Tme 1100am 23.3.94 Time 1130 am

Draft/Pay Order favouring Director of Purchase,
available from 12.2.1904.

or their representative, if any.

Offer will be acceptable

Biddut/Jana-942(5) 93-94
OFP (BA ) 100582

A compiete set of Tender Document including detailed specification, terms & conditions may
be sold to the interested eligible bidders against a written application to the undersigned on
payment of Taka (Non-refundable) as mentioned above against each tender in the shape of Bank

/Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Bond in the Prescribed Bid Format @ 2% of the Total
Bid Price from a scheduled bank of Bangladesh in accordance with instructions 1o the Bidders.
Tender will be received up to 11:00 am and will be opened at 11:30 am in presence of the Bidder

No Tender Document. shall be sent bypostwsoﬂmhmw&ateﬂnohﬁeﬂm

PDB, Dhaka. The bidding documents will be
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A sequence of a play Pretatta staged at the Central Shaheed Minar in connection with Amar
Ekushey programmes. The Sammilito Sangskritik Jote organised the staging.
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Sircar tells Jatiya Sanm

Taka 245.74 crore uphft plan
for educational institutions

The government has under-

| taken a plan to construct, re-

construct and repair some
3,721 educational institutions

during the current 1993-94

_at -245 crore

which 66 are in Dhaka city, »

fiscal year, reports UNB. .
The cost of the develop-

ment plan has been estimated
74 lakh and
62,000 taka, Education Minis-
ter Jamiruddin Sircar said this
in Parliament yesterday.

He was responding to Prof. -

Rafiqul Islam Mia of Awami
League during the question
m' . c

The plan will eover 526 col-
leges. 1512 secondary schools,
137 girls high schools, 508
madrasahs and 1038 govern-
ment primary schools.

Replying to Sharfuddin
Khasru (JP), the Education
Minister said some 3,958 low-
cost schools will be con-
structed in places where there
are no educational institutions
at present.

There are 200 registered
non;government kindergarten
schools across the country of

Sircar told Mohiuddin Ahmed

" told

of Awami League.
The Education Minister

Parliament that
1,68,97,783 children in the
country are eligible to go to
primary school.

to a question from
Ebadur Rahman Chowdhury
(JP), the minister said accord-
ing to a su . conducted in
1993, 83 per cent of the
school-age children got admit-
ted to schools in 1998.

Some 1B9 teachers of
Dhaka University were staying
abroad on leave till June last
year, told Sircar in Parliament.

Responding to Maulana
Habibur Rahman (Jamaat), the
Minister said the university au-
thorities would issue letters to
the teachers who were over-

- staying and not joining their

jobs.

At present. the number of
teachers of Dhaka University is
1.182.

Replying to Shah
Hadiuzzaman (AL), Sircar said
81 students (boys and girls)
went abroad for studies with
scholarship in 1993.

Some 0.52 per cent of the

49 held on the 1st day
DMP's special drive |
launched

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) yesterday went
on a month- long special drive
to curb crimes in the capital.

On the first day police ar-
rested 49 people from the dif-

ferent DMP areas on various

charges.
Among the arrested
Jahangir, a wanted criminal

* was picked up fmm Gulshan

thana area.
Deputy Commissioner of the
Detective Branch (DB)

Mohammad Abdul Quayyum
told The Daily Star last night
that the special drive was a
need of the time.

"Every year before Eid-ul-
Fitr and Eid-ul-Azha, it is ob-
served, . street mugging alarm-
ingly increased in the city,”
the Deputy Commissioner said.

The decision of the special
drive was taken at a meeting of
the senior DMP officers with
its commissioner, AN Hussain,
in the chair on Sunday.

A police source said that
each police station had been
provided .additional palice
force and transport facility to
run the drive,

During the special drive po-
lice will check suspicious vehi-
cles at different crime points
to resist snatching, arrest
wanted criminals, step up op-
erations to arrest the fugitives
and recover illegal arms.

Police has marked 45 crime
points and divided the city
into four sectors and seven

sub-sectors for the conve-
nience of the operation.

A total of 680 teams of 15
thanas under DMP and three
teams of Special Branch are
taking part in thé drive.

The drive will be conducted
under the supervision of the
Deputy Commissioners of the
branches concerned. )

The last DMP drive
was launched on October 12

last year.

4.30

Opening announcement
Al-Quran
Programme

4.45 Mass education pro-
gramme;

Siio Esho Para Shikhi

. News in

5.25 Open Ummly

5.45 Discussion on Holy
Ramadan

6.05 National TV debate
competition

6.50 Sangeeta

7.15 Amar E

8.00 News in

8.40 Fortnightly drama
serial:
Rupnagar (8th sode

10.00 News in I!:I‘lgl.‘ll-l".l‘l'hl:'Il j

10.30 Film show: Northern
Exposure

11.15
11.25

Khabar /The News
Tomorrow's programme

11.30 Closing

By Staff Correspondent

Dry weather with a fair sky is likely to prevall over
Bangladesh during the next 24 hours commencing from 6 am

today (Tuesday)

The Met Office forecasts. night temperature may remain
nearly unchanged across the country during the period

The country's highest temperature of 30.5 degrees Celsius
was recorded in Teknaf and the lowest of 7.8 degrees Celsius
was recorded in Srimangol yesterday

The sun sets today at
Tuesday] at 6.3]1 am

5. 54 pm and rises tomorrow

The maximum and the mintmum temperatures and rela-
tive humidity recorded in some major cities and towns of the

couniry yesterday were
Cities/ Towns

Max
Dhaka 275
Chittagong 28 B
Rajshahi 26.3
Khulna 28 3
Barisal 2B 5
Sylhet 27 2
[Anajpaar 25 5
Cox's Bazar 29 5

Temperatures in
degrees Celsius

Humidity in
percentage
Min Bam Gpm
13.0 52 43
14.9 57 47
11.4 75 53
13.5 77 71
13.5 70
1 3.2
| O T
17.5 58 54

i

country's population is' dis-
abled, according to 1986 cen-
sus of the Bangladesh Bureau of

Statistics.
Social Welfare Minister

Tariqul Islam stated this in
Parliament while replying to
Kazi Abdur Rashid of Awami

Of the disabled, 26.90 per
cent is blind, 28 per .cent
lame, 10.80 per cent mentally
retarded, 15.96 per cent deaf
and dumb, 3.60. per cent

lepers and 14,80 per cent
han due to old age.

In to Abdul Awal Mia
(AL), the Social Welfare

Minister said some 1,778
vagabonds were rehabilitated
during the period from July 1,
1991 to December 31, 1993.

Of them, 997 are males and
781 females, he added.

| tion facilities have

Thye Baily Star 3

Tk 60cr sanctioned
for Barind project

RAJSHAHI, Feb 14: The gov-
ernment has sanctioned Tk 60
crore during the current fi-
nancial year for smooth func-
tioning of the on-going second
phase of the project under
Barind Multipurpose Develop-
ment Authority, reports BSS.

Meanwhile, adequate Irriga-

brought
to over one lakmty lt;fll;
thousand acres of land in 25
thanas in the districts of
Rajshahi. Naogaon and Cha-
painawabganj during the
current season for increasing
food production.

Under the project, a total of
1693 deep tubewells have been
sunk, while 557 water distribu-
tion channels and. forty kilome-
tres pucca road constructed
and 200 ponds have been reex-
cavated during the current fis-
cal year. Besides, over 12 lakh

- saplings were planted in the

project area during this period.

Crops worth Tk 160 crore
are expected to be produced in
the project area during the cur-
rent year.

The second phase of the
Barind project which began in
1991 with an estimated cost of
Tk 350 crore is expected to be

completed by next year.

Biswas tak,es'~
ifter with orphans

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas joined an {fier party with
the orphans. physically and
mentally retarded persons at
Bangabhaban yesterday, re-
_ports UNB.
~ Dwuring the party the
President talked with them and

- enguired about their wé]l—being.
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“at 10, Dilkusha C.A , Dhaka
centrally air-conditioned:an ideal
place for your office

accommodation. :

A few floors still vacant

for letting out

Please contact:

Asstt. General Manager
Engineering & Estate Division

»

JIBAN BIMA CORPORATION

Head Office
24, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
Phones: PBX 259052-54
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KIDNEY & GALL STONES

REMOVED WITHOUT OPEN SURGERY
All medical facilities with treatment by specialists available at

| WOCKHARDT

A Complete superspecial diagnostic and endoscopic
management under one roof.

WOCKHARDT

Medical &Research Centre

2/7, Sarat Bose
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At Reliance Your Security

its strong back
ndﬂ'lofw ance is fully
insurance requirements in a fast chang

(omes

First

of human resources, indepth know-how and
to meet all your general

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH " SECURITY

RELIANCE
INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE
DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone

PABX - 2401066 235080

Telex 671186 RIL BJ

L




