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NEWS BRIEFS

The regular weekly meeting
of the cabinet was held yester-
day at Bangabhaban with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair. Ministers State
Ministers in charge of differ-
ent ministries and divisions
attended the meeting. said an
official handout without giving
detadls. reports UNB.

Magura polls: BNP
nominates Kamal
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) yesterday nominated
Qazi Saleemul Huq (Kamal) as
its candidate for the parlia-
mentary by-election in Magura
2 constituency. The nomina-
tion was decided in the BNP
standing committee meeting
held here in the evening with
BNP chairperson and Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair, reports BSS.

Varsity teachers'
strike tomorrow

Teachers of all universities
in the country will go on a
strike tomorrow in protest
against government move Lo
amend the University Ordi
nance, 1973 All examinations
will be exempied from the
sirike, called by the Federation
of Bangladesh University Teac-
hers Association (FBUTAJ, said
a press release signed by
DUTA General Secretary Dr
AAMS Arefin Siddique. reports
UNB.
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home from today

CHITTAGONG, ‘Feb 14: All

preparations are afoot to start

the much expected but twice
postponied repatriation of
Chakma refugees from tomor-
row morning through the
Ramgarh border post of the
Khagrachhari hill’ district.
Communications Minister
Oli Ahmad and the governor of
India’'s Tripura state Romesh
Bhandari will be present to
witness the beginning of the
repatriation, which has been a
source of irritation between

the two South Asian neigh-

According to official
sources, elaborate arrange-
ments have been made by the
Bangladesh authorities to wel-
‘come the homecoming of the
tribal refugees encamped in
Tripura.

In the first phase of the
repatriation, 405 families
comprising 2000 tribal
refugees will get back to.their

From Staff Correspondent

homesteads in the CHT be-
tween February 15 and 22, ol-
ficial sources said.-

Out of this, the first batch
consisting of 100 families will
return to Bangladesh through
the Ramgarh reception camp
tomorrow while others will re-
turn in three separate batches
through the Tabalchhari re-
r:eptlnn camyp of Khagrachhari
district, sources added.

Among them, 105 families
will return on February 17,
seventy-six families on
February 19 and 124 families
on February 22.

The repatriation is the out-
come of the tripartite agree-
ment recently concluded
among the representatives of

India, Bangladesh ‘and the
Tribal Refugees' Welfare
Association. . 5

" The repatriation of Chakma -

- refugees was stalled twice ear-

lier despite all arrangements
to receive them — initially in

1987 and later on June B8,
1993,

fled across the border in 1986
at the instigation of the out-
lawed Shantibahini and took

shelter in camps in Tripurd in |

India.

Meanwhile, the local au- |

thorities at Ramgarh and
Tabalchhari have erected tem-
porary shelters for the tribals
before their final rehabilitation
in their own- - homesteads in
different areas of CHT.

. Reception committees and
tribal rehabilitation commit-
tees have been formed to con-
duct the process smoothly, of-
ficial sources informed. Be-
sides, the authorities stepped
‘up security in Khagrachhari to

‘ensure peaceful repatriation of

the Chakma refugees.
Section 144 has been im-

posed there from February 4 to
24 in a bid to maintain law and
See Page 12 Col 1
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' Chakma refugees return |

Over 50,000 tribal refugees

Obituary resolution put to vote

Opposition walks out

of Parhament

By Staff Correspondent

Amid a walkout by the entire
Opposition, the Jatiya Sangsad
(JS) yesterday adopted by voice

vote a resolution condemning
{ the Lalbagh incident in which

six persons were killed on the
31st of last month.

The resolution also called for

deterrent punishment to those
responsible for the killings and
rehabilitation of the people af-
fected by the tragic intident.
Earlier the Opposition
walked out in protest against
the Speaker's decision to put
the ‘obituary resolution’ to vote,
saying the decision was a
‘violation of all norms of parlia-

mentary practice’.

The tion-sponsored

resolution on thé same incident, .

which was by voice vote
during the walkout, held ‘BNP
armed hoodlums’ responsible
for the killings.

The treasury bench, while
requesting the Opposition to
withdraw parts of the text

blaming the BNP for the inci-

dent, there was no in-
?’“’ i iantioy rcitos
anywhere in the world in which
motdtuu}'mlnluumh-dm
adopted blaming someone for a
murder.
B:ﬂdu it is the task of the
mn'ttnidmﬂ!yuﬂpmﬂihllm
killers ™ th-ttrﬂﬂ.lr)rhcnchuh

served and told the House that
naming names before a trial
would be tantamount to inter-
ference by the legislature with
the judicial process.

" With the Oppositiorn., espe-

‘cially Deputy Leader Abdus

Samad Azad, firm not to with-
draw the controversial part of
the resolution moved by him
earlier, the Speaker put both
the resolutions, one by ore, to
Shaikh Razzak All,
quoting from the Rules of
Procedure, said that there were
prqﬂ qa to put rmluﬂun; to
l‘.hlt putung ubuunry resolu-
tijons to vote was ‘unfortunate
#And unusual.’

“With Both the tr::nmujr and

the Opposition benches sticking

to their respective positions, 1
am left with no option but te

put both the resolutions to
vote,” Shailkh Razzak Ali told
the House.

Earlier, replying to_ the
Opposition charges n:htl'ng to
the Lalbagh incident, Deputy
Leader of the House Professor

Badruddeza Chowdhury said, '

the government was equally

shocked at the tragic killings.
Professor Chowdhury de-

manded punishment of the cul-

See Page 12 Col .1

Calling someone

‘mad’ can really

lead to insanity !

By Staff Correspondent

There was total pandemo-
nium for a while in Parliament
yesterday after a treasury
bench MP and an osition
member locked in an alterca-
tion over a question involving
the Leader of the Opposition,
Sheikh Hasina.

Senior leaders from both
sides of the House intervened
when ASM Feroz of the Awami
League and Shahidullah Khan
of the BNP were about to come
to blows following an exchange
of hot words between them.

Deputy Speaker Humayun
See Page 12 Col 3

Two bills placed

~ Two bills introduced in
Parliament y seeking to
enhance t for creat-

ing obstacles in roads and

highways, anid for setting up a
centre of excellence for post-

graduate studies in sgrla.:lturr.
reports UNB.
The (Amendment)

Bill 1994 was introduced by
Communications Minister Oli

Ahmed without any objection.

The second tﬂll the Institute
of Post Graduate Studies in
Agriculture Bill 1994, was in-
troduced by LGRD Minister
Abdus Salam Talukdar on be-
half of the Agriculiure Minister
who was not present in the
House. ;

Watermelons —

but the prices are exorbitant

a most sought after frunt during the
month of Ramadan — have appeared in the city markets

— Star photo

Govt denies new
golden handshake
in raillway
. The government yesterday
described as “"sheer mislead-
ing, and imaginary” the report
published in a section of the
press that Bangladesh Railway
was to introduce a new

handshake programme,
an official handout said last
t. reports BSS.
he government also
termed as misleading the re-
port on non-payment of the
dues to the employees who
opted for voluntary retirement.
it said.

In a clarification the gov-
ernment sald Bangladesh
Railway introduced the volun-
tary retirement programme in
November 1992. Under this
programme 11,290 officers
and employees had opted for
voluntary retirement. Of them
applications of ten thousand
officers and employees were fi-
nally accepted.

Under the conditions laid
in the programme the appli-
cants would seek retirement
on any day before December
1993 and payment of dues
would be given to them in two
instalments when their appli-
cation will be finally accepted.

See Page 12 Col 6

JU JCD leader

arrested
By JU Correspondent

Savar police arrested a
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
leader of the Jahangirnagar
University on charges of crim
inal activities.

The JCD leader Shafiqul
Islam known as Jiban Shafiq
was arrested from his Savar
residence on Saturday Shafiq
is & third year Honours student
of Government and Politics
Department He reportedly led
the local faction' of the JCD in
the recent viclence on the

Jahangirmagar University carh
pus.
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'India operates
most unsafe
N-plants'

WASHINGTON, Feb 14: CBS
60 Minutes, which has a very

large nationwide audience, to-
day charged that India is oper-

ating the most unsafe nuclear
plants in the world without in-
spection by the Atomic Ent:rgy
Agency, reports PTI.

The programme dovethils
with US government policy of
demanding fullscope safe-
guards in India and depriving

the Indian armed forces, if.

they can, of any modern mis-
siles on the ground that what
India does is destabilising vis-
a-vis Pakistan.

The programme is ex-
pected to be used both by offi-
cials and members of Congress
to put further pressure on
India.

The prograthme did carry
an interview with an Indian of-

ficial but in a context that cast -

doubt on the truth of what he
was saying about India's ability
to run nuclear plants without
the International Atomic
Energy Agency holding its

© __See page 12 Col 2
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By Inam Ahmed

A mid-term evaluation me-

eting between the government °

and the World Bank (WB) prior
to the Aid Group meeting is
expected to take place in
Washington in the second
week of next month to discuss
the couniry's economic re-
forms, project implementation
and future strategies.

Finance Minister M Saifur

Rahman will represent the

Bangladesh side at the review -

meeting, according to an au-
thoritative source.

The Bangladesh Aid Group
meeting is scheduled to be
held on April 19-20 in Paris.

According to sources, the
utilisation of fereign aid, the
capacity of the country's im-
plementation agencies and re-
forms in the civil service will
come up, among other issues,
for discussion at the Paris
meeting.

e government is work-,

ing on the meeting,” a hjghly

placed source said. "We have

not yet figured out thg amount
we need next year. But then

again, we do not ask for any
specific amount of money at
the meeﬂng as was the case

last year."
M:anwhilc_

observers
the country's on-going eco-
nomic reforms, as reflected in
the recent mayoral elections,
may be. taken e of at
the Aid Group meeting. The
government may ask the
donors, to move slowly in re-
spect of the reform pro-
grammes, they said.

Their assumptions stem
from the fact that a section of
the ruling party had identified
the massive reform pro-
grammes undertaken by the

Finance Minister as one of the -

main causes of the BNP's fail-
ure in the mayoral elections in
Dhaka and Chittagong .
However, the donors are
firm on the reform issue, say-

_ See Page 12 Col 8

Makhantobe

By Staff Correspondent
The burial of former DUCSU

general secretary Abdul

. Quddus Makhan—a front-rank-

ing leader during the mass
movement leading to the in-
dependence of Bangladesh and
a former Awami League mem-
ber of Parliament—will take
place today at the Mirpur
Muktijoddha (freedom ﬂghl-
ers’) graveyard.
The last namaz-e-

be held today after

wﬂl
Zohr

'prlmattheﬂaﬂmﬂﬂkigah

near the Supreme Court.

The body of Abdul Quddus
Makhan arrived in Dhaka yes-
terday afternoon from the
United States where he died of
viral hepatitis on February 10

at'a Florida hospital.
Leaders of different political

parties” leudtn,g the ruling
BNP, the Awami League and
the JSD were present at the
Zia airport to receive the body
of Makhan who was one of the

 organisers of the Swadhin
Chhatra

Bangla Kendrio
Sangram Parishad and actively
took part in the country's
Liberation War. '
Also present at the airport
were Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
State Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourism Abdul Mannan,
State Minister for Relief
Harunur Rashid, Amanullah
Aman, MP, Awami Luguc gen-
eral secretary Zillur Rahman,
Tofael Ahmed. MP. Abdur

See Page 12 Col 7

The body nf late Abdul Qudduﬂ Makhan is I:remg lﬂwered
from a helicopter at the Zia Airport on its return from
Brahmanbaria, the deceased's ancestral home, yesterday.

Makhan, who died in the United States Feb 10, will be

buried in the city this afternoon.

— Star photo

Winter to continue

till end of Feb

The prevailing winter is
likely to continue till the end
of February, a senior weather
expert told UNB yesterday.

"After that a slow process of
transition from cold to warm
weather is likely”,
Rahman, Deputy Director of

Storml Wamrning Centre at the
Met office said.

But people will feel a rela-
warm weather from mid-
March, Sajedur sald adding
that this "warm spell” will be
frequently broken by evening
thunderstorm which is known
as kalbaishakhi

He said the transition pe-

| riod in April-May is also vul-

nerable for cyclone in the Bay.

"Till end of February, on oc-
casion there will be light to
dense fog leading to poor visi-
bility and may hinder riverine
traffic.” the weather expert
added. '

Sajedur 7

NEMAP takes off soon
to meet WB deadline

By Masud Hasan Khan

The National Environment
Management Action Plan
(NEMAP) takes off soon amid a
flurry of government activities
because of a June 30 deadline
set by the World Bank drawing
near.

The government is now giv-
ing final touches to the draft
NEMAP by arranging, a series
of 24 workshops all over the
country to elicit opinion of the
people, officials said.

The World Bank had earlier
cautioned that all funds (o
Bangladesh would be sus-
pended if the draft was not
prepared in consultation with
the public and presented be-
fore June 30, sources said.

The Board of Directors of
the bank has made it manda-
tory for the countries to
formulate the National Envi-

ronment Action Plan (NEAP)
before receiving soft credits
from the bank.

NEMAP, Bangladesh's coun- |

terpart of the World Bank's
NEAP, is being charted by the
Forest and Environment
Ministry with technical assis-
tance from the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP). Drafting of the plan
started in 1991.

The World Bank and the
UNDP had earlier repeatedly
pointed out to the Economic
Relations Division of the gov-
ernment that Bangladesh
should t an 'acceptable’
NEAP ahead of receiving
funds. -

However, the NEMAP draft
could not be ockayed because of
outright rejection by environ-

See Page 12 Col 8
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US likely to begin imposing

trade bans on Japan today

WASHINGTON. Feb 14
President Clintbn's administra-
tidn on Monday weighed a
range of possiblé trade sanc-
tions against Japan in the
aftermath of last week's col-
lapse of trade talks. The White
House said the first could
come as early as Tuesday. re-
ports AP

The United States was ex-
pected to impose high tariffs
on Japanese made cellular
telephones Tuesday as an ini
tial — but very specific— form
of retaliation.

"It's under review now.”
White House Press Secretary
Dee Dee Myers salid Mpnday

She said that US Trade
Representative Mickey Kantor
was poised to make an an

nouncement on the phone is
sue Tuesday.

The move stems from long
complaints by the Motorola Co.
of the United States about dif-

Fam LSt i B —

__Related story on Page 7

ficulty selling its cellular
phones i Japan
Adminisiration officials said
that such a move would only be
an opening step and that more

WASHINGTON, Feb 14: Pre-
sident Clinton sald today the
United States was reviewing
all its options im trade
sanctions against Japan. “We
are reviewing all our options.
We haven't ruled anything
out,” he told reporters in the
Oval office, reports Reuter.

sanctions could follow

Laura D Andrea Tyson,
chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisers. said "there
will be a series of meetings
and a series of actions.”

But, speaking at a White
House briefing on the econ
omy, Tyson shrugged off sug
gestions that the United States
was on the brink of opening a
trade war with Japan

"We should not be talking
about a trade war now There

has been no action taken.’ she
said
Administration officials,

speaking on the condition of
anornymnity said that President
Clinton was considering issu
ing an execullve order renew:

See Page 12 Col 7
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WB reviews reforms| Bangladesh off

next month

to fine start
in ICC Trophy

Sports Reporter
Bangladesh posted a hand-
some seven-wicket win in
their opening I1CC Trophy
cricket championship match
which was completed in the
Idi:l;yan- capital Nairobi yester-

Having bowled out the
Argentines. for 120 on Sunday .
before rain forced the game
into a second day,
cantered to 123 for the loss of
only three wickets in 35.2 of
their stipulated 50 overs.

mnﬁtﬂl‘!___
Opener Athar Ali topscored
with 41 to earn lh& man-of-
th:-rpatch award, followed by
his opening partner Jahangir
Alam who made 37. :
The start of play was de-
layed by half an hour due to .

wet conditions following heavy

overnight drizzles.
Bangladesh, seeded second

in the 20-team competition.
which offers the top three fin-
ishers berths in the next
World Cup, play East Africa in
their ‘'second group game to-

day. .
Pak special envoy
arrives today

A special envoy of Pakistan
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
arrives here today to deliver a
message to her Bangladesh
counterpart Begum Khaleda
Zia, official sources said, re-
ports UNB.

During his two-day stay,
Khaled Selim, senior-most
Additional Foreign Secretary of
Pakistan, will also call om
Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman and For
Secretary Mufleh Rahman
‘Osmany.

Islamabad is sending special
envoys to different capitals to
explain its resolute stance on
the Kashmir issue and the pre-
sent explosive situation in the
valley in the wake of struggle for
mden‘:ndﬁnt.:t of the Kashmir
Musliis.

Aminul Haq
-apologises
to press

Attorney General Aminul
Haq yesterday offered an un-
qualified apology if his conduct
had hurt the journalists or the
newspapers, reports NFS.

In an exclusive interview
with the NFS, the Attorney
General also expressed his
gratitude to the press for all
the cooperation he had earlier
received while carrying out his
duties.

Serious confusion prevailed
in the press regarding his re-
ported resignation. Last
Thursday Aminul Haq an-
nounced his decision to resign
to a group of newsmen in his
office. He called on the Prime
minister two days later and a
confusion arose when he is-
sued statement to the press
following his meeting with the
PM. His statement apparently
contradicted all the news re-
ports published on the issue.

Haq said, "I did not say any-
thing regarding my resignation
after what had happened’ since
February 10."
~ "The actual submission of
resignation and the expression
of one's intention to are
not the same thing." he said.
"My statement (Saturday) cre-
ated the confusion in the sense
that it contained some
words, for which | myself am
responsible,” Haq reportedly
told NFS yesterday.

Daring burglary
at Dhanmondi

By Staff Correspondent

Robbers attired in military
fatigues burgled the house of a
lawyer in the city s Dhanmondi
area last night.

In the 10-minute heist, the
five robbers took away a VCP
and gold-ornaments from per-
son ol the lady of the house.
They also ransacked two
rooms, searching for money,
said an occupant of the house,

The burglars, led by a mid-
dle-aged man, also included a
young girl aged about 20.

Witnesses said, thieves en-

- tered the house at Road No I5

(Old) by an auto-rickshaw and
iwo motorbikes, the types usu-
ally used by policemen. They
barged into the first floor of
the two storeyved building at

around 815 last night, wit-
nesses added
The house owner. advocate

AM Nuruddin Ahmed. and his
two sons were at a nearby
mosque flor their tarabt
prayers. Only Nuruddin's wife
and a maid were at home

he thieves confined Mrs

See Page 12 Col §



