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New GATT Reforms, but Newer Barriers against Third Worl

UCH talked about GATT
accord came into being on
December 15, 1993, In line
of recently concluded agreement and
on going emphasis upon environment,
the UNCTAD organised a South Asian
regional workshop on Trade and Envi-
ronment., 40 experts from regional
and internation#l organisation attend
ed various brain-storming sessions.

The conference discussed issues
related to the promotion of sustain-
able development through trade. and
making trade and environment mu-
tually compatibie.

It also viewed on processing of
product and package-related envi-
ronmental considerations now being
developed in the contest of interna-
tional trade.

Southern perspectives, particularly
those, that are relevant for South
Asian countries have been strongly
voiced.

Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad,
chairman, Bangladesh Unnayan Pari-
shad, and Dr Fasihuddin Ahmed,
former planning minister participated
from Bangladesh in this UN sponsored
conference.

To know the outcome of the con-
ference, The Daily Star talked to Dr Q
K Ahmed.

The excerpts of the interview fol-
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in low income countries where agri-
culture still accommodates the major-
ity of the labour force and where agri-
cultural productivity is still low.
Export of surplus agricultural output
in commodity or processed forms may
expand as a corollary of the conse-
quent development thrust. But for
successful expansion of such exports,

supporting institutional and financial

infrastructure would be needed.

Technical ch
hardware and sill development. 1
would, therefore, suggest that while
export expansion can be an important
‘strategy, investments are needed for
acquiring or developing appropriate
technologies and implementing trai-

ange includes both |
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priate skills to power the engine to
thrust forward

In so far as open and free trade is
concerned, this is not necessarily
beneficial to the very poor countries,

the simple reason being that they are

very much weaker parties in a highly
unequal environment, They suffer
from adverse terms of trade and trade
barriers of various types. While it is
difficult to expand export,
grow fast because of better quality and
competitive prices of exports fram
advanced and relatively stronger
economies and multinational compa

nies and also because of effective, ag-
gressive and at time seven unfair mar-
keting strategies adopted by them. In
other words, the price mechanism
does not function properly. which is
at the heart of the argument that the
free trade is beneficial to all partici-
pating countries. In reality it is the
market power that makes the kill. In
order to benefit equitably from free
international trade the poor countries

must improve the competitivéness of
. their various

sectors and ac-

tivities thro arefully designed in-
terventions towards mitigating the

imports

disadvantages of inequity. This can be
related to the argument put forward
earlier that technical change has the
pivotal role in moving the economy

forward and the may be lubri-
cated by international trade.

sit is, therefore, important that a
poor country like Bangladesh must
construct its growth and trade strate-
gies on the basis of the strengths and
weaknesses of its own economy as
well as by carefully reviewing various

aspects, in place or emerging, of the'®

international trade regime. Particu-

larly the implications of the various

multilateral trade agreements as well
as trade related rules and regulations
in the advanced countries. One should
also watch out for unfair practices of
the internationlal economjc power
structure, including the multi-
nationals. ,

. DS: Uruguay Round of General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) was completed on 15
December 1993. Would poor countries
benefit as a result? Would sh?

QK: Ultimately, the GATT Uruguay
Round negotiations were mainly
among OECD countries, particularly
between the USA on the one side and °
Europe, especially France on the
other. Sticking points included agri-

_cultural subsidies, subsidies on audio-

visuals and a aircraft, financial services
and anti-dumping laws. The deal
struek was, in the main, the result of
compromises made or satisfactions
achieved by them. The poor countries

‘had to tag along. Hence, most of the

benefits in ten'na of increased trade,

&

trade (ecolabelling)

employment and income that the deal

will generate, which may be substan

tial. as a result of reduction in tariffs
by about a third or more, will accrue

to the rich countries. Primary com-
modity and low-tech goods exporting

poor counitries may continue to be

losers.

Since there will be no chhngr in

the basic International economic and
trade power structure,

terms of trade and non-quota and
none-tarifi barriers that can be de-

vised and implemented by the wealthy

nations. For instance, the emerging
environmental trade conditionalities

can hurt exports from developing

countries to OECD countries. In, the
case of textiles, quotas will be re-
placed by tariffs;
higher than on goods generally ex-
ported by the developed countries.

Hence, this is a relatively poor deal for

poor countries. Failure to streamline
anti-dumping laws is also not good

news for the developing countrigs, as

sanctions under this provision may be
used by OECD countries as instru-
ments of protectionism against devel-

First,

is then interna-

tional trade to be consid-.

ered engine of growth?

Second, is free trade nec--

essarily better than regu-
lated trade or even no
trade, particularly for a
poor country like
Bangladesh? The answer
to the first question is
that while trade is im-
portant, it is technical

change that is actually

the engine of growth.

oping countries, under one pretext or
another.

Bangladesh, being one of the poor-
est countries, is a very marginal player
in the international export trade, ex-
cept in the case of jute and jute goods.
It can be It in ways out of those just
indicated and similar others that con-
stitute a general poor-country sce-
nario. One needs to look into relevant
details of th:.wnt in relation to

‘s trade structure and pos-
sibilities to ascertain the implications
for the country and design responses
to minimize losses and maximize
benefits.

" DS: Would phuﬁeehbarﬂn‘:m

mu!rmnuntal cnndttlannuty issue
with specific reference to Bangla-
desh? . :

QK: In the context of environmen-
tal conditionality theré are mainly
three aspects: process, product and

materials. Process and pro-
duction method: standards including
packaging materials are now being de-
in the context of international
in many OECD
countries. Ideally these standards
would apply to both developed and
developing country producers. But it
is possible for multinationals and
other Inﬂucn_tial companies in the.
OECD countries to influence the con-
figuration of these standards to suit
their interests. The developing coun-
try producers cannot do this. Hence,
these conditionalities may act as frade .
barriers against developing country
exports,

the poor
countries will continue to face adverse

but tariffs will be

The process standards are particu-
larly relevant in the context of loca-
tion of industries. The developing
countries may find it difficult to raise
assistance or credits (o set up or ex
pand industries which do not meet
the standards set by OECD countries
Hernice, their growii may be hindered

For Bangladesh, an important case
in point is the environmental objec-
tion being raised in relation to the
jute batching oil (JBO) used in the jute
manufacturing process. Jute goods do
have some JBO-caused hydrocarbon,
but compared to the environmental
adverse consequences related to the
non-disposability of the alternative
synthetic packaging materials, the hy-
drocarbon contained in jute packaging
materials is negligible. Moreover,
health hazards arising from packaging
food stuffs In jute sacks have hardly
even been an issue until recently. It is
my understanding that these concerns
are not of any significance. Moreover,
by letting air pass through. jute sacks
are more suitable for packaging agri-
cultural products. The emerging envi-
ronmental conditionality on jute pack-
aging materials is therefore based on
hollow ground; and ft will hurt export
of these materials, while the synthetic
alternatives continue to hold sway. Of
course, vegetable oil can be used In
batching jute to meet the objection
but that will require investments to
modify the technology.

The basic characteristics of biod-
egradability and environmental frien-
dliness of jute should be propagated as
strongly and as widely as possible in
the consuming countries through
appropriate international and national
fora. Bangladesh must play a lead role
in this effort. Voices must alse be
raised against environmental concerns

labelled against jute on flimsy grounds.

DS: What do you think Bangladesh
can do under the circumstances to

benefit more from International
trade?

QK: As | said earlier, Bangladesh
should seriously review the dynamics
of international trade and general

trade rules and regulatiens under

GATT and those operating or emerg-
ing in specific countries, particularly
OECD countries, with which it has
trading relations, in order to take ad-
vantage of opportunities and design
responses to the existing and emerg-
ing adverse situations in relation to its
trade. However, it should be recog-
nised that while seeking to expand
exports is an important strategy the
crucial development goal in Bang-
ladesh must be poverty alleviation; and

~economic growth is an essential

prerequidite for poverty alleviation.
Hence the basic development strategy
to be followed must be one which
promotes growth and alleviates
poverty simultaneously. An employ-
ment-based a h meets these cri-
teria. In other words, the primary fo-
cus should be t generation.
The pattern and pace of production
and the required size and portfolio of
investments will depend on targeted

employment generation. Sustained

employment generation can occur
only if technological advancement and
skill development take place at de-
sired pace, for which necessary in-
vestment must be made and pro-
grammes implemented promoted by
appropriately gearing macro and meso
policies and institutional infrastrue-
ture. Export and import strategies
should also be geared to that end. In
the context of promotion of invest-
ment, law and order situation must be
improved and bureaucratic barriers
dismantled.

DS: Thank you for shu.ring your
views.

QK: Thank you.

Strateg

ning programmes to develop appro-
ANGLADESH has about
22 million cattle, 0.56

B million buffaloes, 14.2

gy for Conservation and Genetic |

for enhancing genetic gain in
the livestock population. This
system requires minimuin cost,
expertise and infrastructure for

WO miles away in the
village of Sajai Masterpara
another woman. Golap

Khatun stands amidst her hux
uriant green banana plantation
which she carefully tends with
her husband The plantation
was her idea — one way to alle-
viate the grinding poverty
which most families on the
char suffer. The plantation was
only possible with the help of a
loan of Taka 2,000 ($ 50) from
her groups joint savings. The
agency which helped form the
group, Rangpur-Dinajpur Rural
Service (RDRS) gives nothing
for free to the landless and
poor farmers whom they serve,
only education and motivation
to achieve a better life.

Their tiny farm —* only one-
fith of an acre — is now
planted with 400 voung
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year-old Al Munsi stands
proudly before his small tree
nursery and offers the visitors
[resh lemons plucked from
the impressive row of mature
trees which shed it In neat
rows can be found a fine se-
lection of fruit-tree seedling
such as jackfruit. mango, and
blackberry and of timber tree
seedlings including ma-

hogany. shishu and eucalyptus.

Ower the last two years, Ali
has developed the nursery
into a successful and prof-
itable business. Thanks to
demand beoth from the is-
landers and from one or two
agencies working here on
iree planting projecis, tree
seedlings are now a valuable

|
banana plants and golap has
already started intercropping
the bananas with turmeric
and ginger. adding exiga nour-
ishment to the soil by apply-
ing compost the way the pro-
ject has shown her.

The income from the sale
of both bananas and young
banana plants in the local
market will be enough to pay
‘off the loan in full and provide
a ‘major contribution to the
family budget. Previous® they
and their three young chil-
dren relied almost entirely on

Lthe uncertain income golap's
husband, Abdul Kadet. earned
as a daily labourer.

Ali Munsi's Nurlery

In- the neighboring village
of Sajai Shodurpara. kindly 50

Using Vegetables to Cast

programme  designed
to reduce the environ-

mental impact of to-

urism while raising living
standards for Nepali -vlllagers
is having another effect;
narrowing caste divisions in
rural areas. ,

Caste, which has its origins
in India, is based on hierarchic
divisions' of society. It is
prevalent in Nepal, officially
the world's only Hindu state.

In the village. the caste sys-
tem is strictly observed.
Members of lower castes —
such as blacksmiths, tailors,
village musicians, barbers or
cobblers — are forbidden to
enter the homes of higher
castes. |

They have to build their

million poultry (Agricultural
Census). Most of them are of
non descriptive type and need
immediate attention to conserve
and improve their genetic

Need for Conservation

‘The so called ous cat-
tle of esh is not truly
native to the country. But
through many generations of
breeding it has adapted to the
local environment and has al-
ready acquired useful germ-
plasm unique to its own. Now
this germplasm is threatened to
extinction due to lack of
sufficient effort to retain its pu-
rity and lack of selection pro-
gramme as well as lf:‘m:k of
planned introduction of exetic

for their improve-
mmt The endurance of native
danimal .and their disease resis-
tance to tropical animal dis-
eases specially tickborne proto-
zoan infections are wvaluable
economic traits. Heat resistance
is another useful trait of animal
for the country. In any genetic
improvement pregrammse, a cer-
tain -of native' animal
'germplasm must be incorpo-
rated to achieve the desired
goal. According to a report of
1989, performance of Bos tau-
rus breed has often been disas-
trous with fertility. If appropri-
ate steps are not taken immedi-
ately to conserve the indigenous
species of animal, day will come
when no native germplasm will
remain to incorporate for devel-
oping a breed or strain in the
' local environiment.

Genetic Potentialities

« Country's major portion of
meat supply comes from cattle,
buffaloes and goats. Consu-

mption of beef is higher than

' provement of Livestock

former is

chenper than the later. Quality
of beef from adult cattle /buffalo
is not upto the standard due to
their poor health condition and
reasons of using them as draft
animal before slaughter. Most of
the time, young stocks are
slaughtered as compared to
adult one for beef purpose. A
study showed . that for
Bangladesh as a whole 3.1 per
cent of all male and 2.7 per cen
of all female cattle were
slaughtered at an age of less
than two years. If this is not
done here then it cold be a large
number of potential animal for

lowest am
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agricultural operations and
meat. They are reported to be
originated from India, they be-
longs to the family BOVIDAE
and species Bubalus bubalis.
But due to lack of proper atten-
tion in respect to feeding and
breeding they became smaller
in size and less productive.
Sheep: Although, sheep
population in the country is the
all species there
is a great scope for increasing
sheep production in the coastal

‘areas. After many generations

mntributinf in the genetic im- of breeding, evolution has taken

unsatisfactory. Another report
showed that performance of
temperate genotypes in tropical
environment is usually 30-40
per cent lower than in countries
of their origin. However, sub-
stantial improvements in dis-
ease control, feeding rmanage-
ment and reduced climatic
stress helped to achieve somé
success in use of exotic stocks.
Breed replacement through im-
porting Europian breeds is
suitable only under the most
favourable conditions (e g good
feeding .and management and
effective disease centrol). This
must be very costly system.
Transferrirlg of germplasm

Open Nucleus Breeding System (QNBS) is a new option in the field of animal
- breeding for enhancing genetic gain in the livestock population. This system
requires minimum cost, expertise and infrastructure for is ﬂperatiﬂn.

provement programme through
selective breeding. On the other
hand, almeost all superior native
bulls are slaughtered during the
holy "Eid", country's biggest re-

ligious ie.uthra] ‘which is another

great loss of superior germ-

plasm for which genetic
degradation of livestock popula-
tion is ha

Goat: Goats wh:ch are sec-
ond to cattle can be considered
as poor man's cow. They are
multipurpose animals produc-
ing meat, milk and skin.
Bangladesh goats are called
"Bengal goat” which is the only
recognised breed of lifestock in

_this country. Bengal goats are

famous for its high prolificacy
ability. to breed all the year
round, good quality skin, deli-
cious meat and disease resis-
tance capacity in adverse situa-
tion. :

Buffaloes: Buffaloes in
Bangladesh are a substantial
contributor of draft power for

_matized in this country.

placé which made the native
sheep small in size.

Gayal: The gayal is one of
the most important animal in

Bangladesh and could be used

in a breeding programme to de-
velop some beef cattle lines.
This animal has prominent beef
type character and has accli-
It is
observed that gayal is very
hardy and capabile of thriving in
any adverse environmental sit-
uation.

Gayals are fully fertile among
themselves, interbred freely
with some other wild species
such as s gaur, banteng and
cattle of taurus and jebu
species although they are differ-
ent both morphelogically,

physiologically and genetically.
Europian/temperate
dairy cattle breeds

Performance of Europian
dairy cattle breeds have shown

(semen or embryos) across the

- countries rather than importing

breeding animal will be less ex-
pensive.
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Cross breeding

In the world, now many
breeds have been developed
through cross breeding using
indigenous and Europian
breeds where there are rela-
tively highimputes of infras-
tructure and managements.
Examples are the Australian
milking Jebu, Australian
Friesian Sahiwal, Kenyan Sahi-
wal, Jamaica Hoe, Siboney and
other emerging Indian and
South American Bos indious x
Bos taurus cross-breds.

Open Nucleus Breeding
System

Open Nucleus Breeding
System (ONBS) is a new option
in the field of animal breeding

is operation. Detailed recording

procedures would be required
only in the nucleus herd. In this
system, a nucleus breeding
herd (NBH) request to be estab-
lished by selecting superior na-
tive cows and bulls from differ-
ent parts of the country. The

‘best males to be kept for breed-

ing in the NBH while the re-
maining selected males will be
for breeding in cooperaling
herds or village herds. The vil-
lage herd can provide selected
cows to replace as many as 50
per cent of the cows in the NBH
annually. Selection fram the
village herds can be by simple
procedures, mostly on the
assessed milking ability and
fertility, with some attention to
size. 'conformation and condi-
tion. Selection of these animal
could be done by animal breed-

ers in cooperation with the local

farmrers, to select the best ani-

mal from as wide a population

as possible. The main advan-
tage of this system is that the
genetic superiority of sire re-
placement coming into the vil-
lage herd from the NBH is
greater than can be achieved in

each of the village herds on its

own. More clearly in long-term
breeding progra e, the se-
lected animals could be used as
a base to establish multiplier
farms and foundation stocks for
grading up schemes. The spe-
cialized dairy type animals i e
Pabna, Tekerhat, Munshiganj.
Red Chittagong and gayal cattle
can be conserved and improved
upto a breed using ONBS.
Moreover, ONBS could be used
for the improvement of goat,
sheep an buffalo etc.

The writer Is associated with
Bangladesh Livestock Research
Institute, Savar, Dhaka

houses at the far corner of the
village. use separate taps to
collect drinking water, and .in

many villages their children

are not allowed into schools.

But the Annapurna Area
Conservation Project (ACAP), is
cadsing shifts in the anclent
divisions. The changes are a
side-effect of its main thrust,
which is to ameliorate the
damage caused by the 40.000

lrekkers plus their pnrters

Lalmati Viswokarma

el
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Golap Khatun and her husband Abdul Kader in their banana plantation

commodity. He regularly takes

a selection of the smiall poly- .

thene seedlings to the local
bazaar but receives more cus-
tomers at his home since ev-
eryone on the island now
knows where to come for
seedlings.

As he explains, rafsing

" seedlings is a skilled occupa-

tion. Few people know how to
collect seeds, 'how to mix soil
correctly and how to water
adequately. from his small
tubewell. For a poos marginal
farmer like Ali. however, the
rewards for this skill are en-
couraging. Each seedling
costs about 50 paisa (about 2
US cents) but can be sold for
between 8-10 cents.

That income has helped Ali
pay off a longstanding mort-

by Prakash Khanal

who visit the region every year
to walk in the foothills of the

Himalayas.

The damage ranges from
piles of abandoned bottles and
cans to deforestation as tr
are cut to heaf water to ensure
the visitors can have ample
food and baths.

- The project also fosters lo-
cal training and employment.

Lalmati Viswokarma, of
Rivan village, five hours walk

from Pokhara., Nepal's second

largest city. is typical of those
who have benefitted. Married
to a blacksmith, she belongs to
a lower caste.

"Such people are our main
focus,” says Dibya Gurung, the
local ACAP official. "We in-
clude them in almost all the
groups and committees that
we help the villagers to form
for various development pur-
poses.”

As a result, some caste ta-
boos have been broken and
lower caste people have been
able to earn more and play a
bigger role in society.

Viswokarma, 50, has a fam-
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gage which he had taken from
a local moneylender against
his half acre of land. His
homestead, where his 3 sons
and 2 of his daughters live has
also benefitted. with a new la-
trine and some new items of
furniture. In the local context,
a poor farmer has become al-
most middle-class thanks to
his nursery and a little from
outside.

On raised land in the
mitddie of the island., sur-
rounded by newly-planted
tree, 197 children crowd- into

a small schoolroom made of
flimsy bamboo huts. These
children aged from 6-10 years
form four primary schoel
classes. To make the most of

Hmited space. two daily shifts

........
_______
= Tl

must be organised — one in
the morning and one in the
afternoon. There is no divid-
ing wall or.partition between
‘the two classes. Or.ly pupils in
the senior ciao. small benches
-rest sit at the floor.

Very attentive. even the
youngest ones are proud to
show of their skills to visitors.
Ansa Dilarpara school, opened
in May 1991 with two vplun-
teer teachers. Most of the
children's parents never had
tHe chance to attend school.
The education of Kodalkati's
children is the best s
that the people-of the
can begin build on the
promising signs of progress
and build a better future.

The writer is associated
with RDRS.

away Caste

ily of 12, including her grand-
childrerf, They do not have

cnuugh land to feed them-
selves,

She Is one nf the 15-mem-
ber team of
farmers” chosen from each vil-
lage to promote dmhpment
in the comumunity.

The group members dis-
tribute improved seeds and
tree saplings to the villages
and are trained in vegetable
farming, animal husbandry,
poultry farming and other
skills such as knitting, weav-
ing, sewing and food process-
ing. : '
Viswokarma has benefitted
greatly from vegetable farming.
In the past she grew only
maize and millet on her land
but after training she now
frows seasonal vegetables such
as cabbages, cauliflower,
tomato and beans, previously
unknown in the village.

And her family of 12 pro-
vide a helping hand for her
vegetable business.

"I make enough profit to
support our family and to send
my younger son to school,” she
says.. "The villagers also come
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"conservation

to my- house to buy utalrunai“"

vegetables.”

Doorstep sales were
ously unheard of — apd the
practice itself helps weaken
caste barriers. As villagers of
all castes beat a path to
Viswokarma's door, the ice be-
tween the upper and lower
castes is melting. In addition
to bringing much-needed cash
into the househvold. the veg-
etable sales have helped
Viswokarma and others over-
come their caste-induced iso-
lation and shyness,

Says Lil Kumari Gurung,
another member of the group;
"Last season we grew so many
vegelables that we had to dis-
tribute them to all our neigh-
bours."

With husband Kul Bahadur
she planted more than 200
seedlings of various local
species ol (rees and 50 car-
damom seedlings under winter

plantation introduced for the
first time in the area

'he lack of outlets is linked
to Lhe absence of roads Il an

alternative marketl s not cre-

ated for the flarmers they

might go back to maize. wheat

and rice. which do not rot. and
save their toil
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