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Law Ministry Needs to
be Put in Order

We are finally clear as to whether or not we
have a sitting Atterney General (AG), and who
that person is. In a handout issued [ast night, the

overnment cancelled an order issued on 22
anuary, that appointed Additional Attorne
General Abdul Wadud Khandakar as a{‘tfnﬁ_‘h
during the period of ab%ence of Mr Aminul Hugq,
who had gone abroad for medical reasons. What
«could have been a routine matter — of the number
two taking over charge when the top man goes on
leave — turned into an administrative fiasco, an
example of personality clash between the law
minister and the government's highest legal advi-
-sor, and an instance of bureaucratic b that
raises serious questions in our mind; as to
whether the administrative inertia that caused so
much embarrassment to the government was an
example of ‘business as usual'— or it was deliberate.
erwise, how can it be explainedsthat when,
at the initiative of the Prime Minister's office, ‘Sj
matter was’ clarified as early as 23 January
that Aminul Huq was back in his job, yet no effort
was taken by the concerned ministry to withdraw
the notification putting Abdul Wadud Khandakar,
in charge. According to our information, it was
only a few days back, about 18 days aftér, that the
law minist?;l prepared the required notification
cancellin r Wadud’s non-existent tenure as
acting AG. This inexplicable delay, coupled with
Mr Wadud's own impolite and impolitic state-
ments that the country had two Attorney
Generals, and that he would continue to perform
his duties of acting AG till he was officidlly told to -
do otherwise, created the most embarrass sit-
uation ‘for the government. The administration
‘appeared ineFt and totally out of control. The
ministry’s explanation is that, it was too preoc-
- cuﬁcd with the problem arising out of the ap-
gﬂ_ tment 6f the new judges and the on-go
~ to

ent session, and as such, failed to atten
s simple administrative matter.

The.AG’s position is that, having waited for two

weeks for any. action by the ministry -he decided
te act, as the only way open to him, threaten-
ing to resign, an act he Jater cglaimed to be not

.true. The situation became further complicgted -

"by the-issue of the new

Epﬂiﬂtmﬂﬂtn of the
- judges, and the role that Bar

uncil played in it.

le a lot of questions have’been raised by the .

way media was used in this whole affair (which
‘we plan to deal with separately), we would like to
focus, at this stage, on the role of the Law
Ministry in this whole affair. In both the instances
‘of hanc of the AG’s case and that of the ap-
-pointment of the new judges, the minis

showed a level of incompetence and ineptitude
that is totally unacceptable for any administration.

It has greatly damaged the image of the whole
. government. In the ultimate ysis ‘the ‘buck’
must sﬁtfg at the minister's desk, and he must as-
sume responsibility for it. The.minister is a

- highly respected man. But he is definitely far
from the prime of his life, athq h;;bqat y are
far behind him,. It is weil known that for many
Teasons — the least being higjfaﬂinghealth.-—rr—

the law - try has not been fu

erly. In addition, the minister’s

Eg most t?lf t;:l; dmi:isiuns himself, have all acted

make the law ministry, not only unproductive,

but in fgct cﬂunter-.pmggcﬂve. n]y p .

It is only our respect for the law minister's

considerable contribution in.our democratic

e, which is refraining

~the Prime Minister to take the only action appro-

priate in view of his minis
wise and sagacious man
still can be, will make

Prime Minister. |
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Back to g, Back
.. to Humanity
How does one know it is the first of un —
the official day of arrival for spring? For that mat-
ter, how would one know when indeed s '
here? Dhaka and perhaps all urban centres of

Banpladesh should be grateful to young women,
co “and university

at he once was, and

punctiliously keep their date with Pahela Phalgun
and go out anaﬂjngly in sarees of a particular saf-
_fron hue called Basanti — the s colour. How
would one explain the da of the house ea-
gerly waiting for the day and the son flaunti
complete .indifference to it. How can cultural.
variation of this kind shape up baalng on gender-
difference? Perhaps it has more to do cul-
' turally or historically evolved rols-playing -be-
tween the genders. o : 2
Do our young beauties feel the first of Phalgyn
in their blood? It is more likely thHat spring wgis-
-pers its arrival to the more poetic and mindful
among both womerr and men and forsthe Phalgun
thing one has to keep a tab on it. It so often hap-
. pens that midway through Magh there 'suddengr
o the breeze from the south rather than the
wintry nerth sending the h of fallen leaves
reeling from one end of the fields to the other. It*
feels warm and our olfactory nerves get extra
snoopy in anticipation of

it remains to round it up is the midnight coo

us from’ calling upon .

try’s miserable perfor-
mance. We hope the minister himself, being the

ngs simpler for the

o

students to .be precise, who

[ -

Stockmarket Flurry Calls for Expanded Base

HE upsurge generated

I foreign funds to most of

the equity markets in the
region® sent a ripple into the
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE)
too Prices recorded Imp-
ressive gains The DSE all-
share price index reached new
highs. Transactions expanded

significantly, surpassing pre-

vious perforimance.

The flow of foreign money
into the emerging stockmar-
kets of the developing coun-
tries is said to have reached an
unprecedented level of $40
billion last year Investors from
the advanced economies in the
West were pouring their
money into the bourses of the
newly industrialising third
world nations mainly for two
reasons. Interests rates are low
angl mo are Lthe yields in domes-
tic markets. Hence they were
staking their money or the
emerging markets where in-
terest rates and returns are
higher. Some of these invest-
ments could just be hot money
seeking high yields.

Some portfolio managers
also see in the maturing
economies of the newly indus-
trialising countries possibili-
ties for diversifying investment
and earn better returns in the
bargain. ‘They consider the
gmerging markets falling -Into
viable asset class for main-
stream investment. In the #-
terest of- having diversified
portfolios, such investors
might even consider it indis-
pensable to hold emerging-
market equity also. All in all,
this type of foreign porffo
investment adds to the
strength of the emerging
stockmarkets.

Differentiating between -the
short-term speculative fund
inflow and the more desirable
long or medium term capital,

is not an easy task for thie-

by the massive flow of *

The DSE got only about $15 million in foreign

investment initially which is a really thin slice of the massive

flow of portfolio funds into the emerging markets. However, even this relatively tiny amount has strained the .
market's absorptive capacity. The resulting scramble for shares has put a foreeful accent an the need for

stockmarket authorities or the
regulators. In the Asia-Pacific
region, fur. instance, some of
the stockmarkets witnessed
real frenzy in 1993. In the
Philippines, the market leapt
by 154 per cent. The stock-
market in Indonesia went up
by 114 per cent, in Malaysia by
98 per eent. The Thal si_ncka
gained B8 per cent. The value
of shares offered to foreign In-
vestors in China and the Hong
Kong stockmarket ‘rose’ by
more than 100 per cent.

Nearer to home, the Bombay
market in india was climbing
at a monthly rate of 24 pes
cent at the year-end. All these
phenomenal advances conjure

- up a scenario of foreign money

coming in bargain hunting and
the speculators hard at work
bidding prices up.

High-flying stockmgrkets
also tend to plunge sharply on
the inevitable downslide. The
more active speculators had
been on the upswing. the
steeper would be the descent.
Markets in Malaysia and
Singapore tumbled fn January.

The authorities moved in to
curb speculative flows of shert-
term funds. Stiff warrdirigs
were lgsued against specula-
tion and tough action was
promised against market ma-
nipulations. India’'s stockmar-
ket capitalisation nears $90
billion. The net foreign in-

vestment that entered India's’

domestic stockmarkets last
year, most of it in November
and December, came to around
$1 billlon. The inflow of for-
eign money was not that much
compared to the size of the
market. However, this was

enough to trigger a fhurry. The
regulators felt that the market
was getting overextendéd and
stepped in to quell specula-
tion . -

It's not that all the emerg-
ing markets in the region went
into a frenzy over.the influx of
funds from abroad. South
Korea and Taiwan. for In-
stance, retain restrictions over
foreign portfolio investments.
Movement of stockmarkets in
these countries are thus

'guided more by domestic con-
siderations than the inflow of
funds frum the outside.

The DSE, at the most,
stands on the periphery of the
current wave of globalisation of
stockmarkets. [ts market capi-
talisation of the listed compa-
nies stands at about half a bil-
lion dollars only. Given the
difference in the size and.tex-
tures af the economies, com-
parison with other countries
could mislead. Nevertheless,
such datacan furnish an idea
of the depth of some of the
emerging markets in Asia. Two
years ., the annual turnover
on the equity market In

Singapore reached B9 per cent.

of GDP. .In the case of
Thailand, it was 34 per cent
and for Malaysia 23 per ceat of
GDP. The corresponding figure
for India was 9 cent of
GDP. And, in 1 . the DSE
could bpast of a turnover of

_ portfolio

barely 815 million or enly
about 0.06 per cent of GDF.
The DSE got oenly about $15
million in forefgn investment
initially which is a really thin
slice of the massive flow of
funds into the
emerging markets. However

even fhis relatively tiny amount

has® strained the market's ab-

sorptive capacity. The resuli-
ing scrambile for shares has pui

a forreful accent on the need

for expanding the base of the.

sharemarket
New floatations of shares by
the private sector companies

are few and far between. The
recent sal® of Tk 275 crore
T&T bonds mainly to the fi-
nanocial institutions direct ge-

' flects the reluctance of
tities to bor-*

public -sector
row through t stock ex-
change. Analysts say that the

money could instead be rgised -

theough issue of debentures to
the public which would have
enriched the stockmarket too.
Some 14 private sector insur-
ance companies Are due to of-
fer 50 per cent of their paid-
up capital in the form of shares
for public subscription this
year. These floatations would
bring seme new scrips in the

-stockmarket, "

There are also talks of
ghares of state-ownped oil and
gas companies being offered
for public subscription. This

. Registrar of Joint

would be a welcome move for
the stockmarket.
posed offlcading of
shares is being s¢en as part of
an agenda for privatisation of
the oil and gas sector. If po.
this would be the first move to
imvolve the public directly in
the process of privatisation. So
long public sector enterprises
were being sold off lock, stock

the stockmarket. e
It is sald that there are

sagme 3,000 public limited

listed with the
Stock
. Only 141 of these

|

public

enlisted themselves with

DSE. This implies that the vast
majority of these companies
have not yet gone for the pri
mary issue of their shares

|
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pu
found disclosing higher in-

* comes in. their returns. This

should offset loss of revenue
partially, if not wholly.

ALESTINIANS
Occupied Territories
are still waiting for the
news that most concerns
them: the release of their
political prisoners from Israeli
jails. | |
When the Palestine
Liberation Organisation {PLO)
signed ;a peace accord -with
Israel last September,
Palestinian families expected
the freeing of political prison-
€rs to be among the first steps
Israel would take to~show its

goodwill. It would be easy to

P

implement and an important

symibolic move. they thought.

_But buman rights activists ; h
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Ahmad Sayyad, director of the
palitical prisoners’ rights
group, -Mandela institute,
based in the West town of
Ramallah, is dismayed about
the lack of progress. il

. The health eonditions of
prisoners are especially trou-
bling. He reports several re-

cent deaths in detention. Men

who suffered bullet wounds
and injuries before arrest are
regularly held without medical
attention, he claims. 3

Sayyad worries-that with in*
ternational attention now fo-

cused on political tdlks, pris-

oners have even less protéc-

tion than before: "Outside con-

cern for prisoners has fallen
“off since the Accérd. So have
funds supporting human rights
-work inside the territories.”

in thes

Adds another West Bank

man, a former prisoner him-
self: "After a]l, most of us were
arrested because we were sus-
pected members  of the PLO.
Now Israel's recognition of the
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- for All

Sir, | feel a great urge lo
thank you — but I don't know
how. "Primary Eduction for All"
— the supplement you brought
out in your esteemed daily,
could be a starter for all to
ponder upen, and give them a
handle for talking in famiilies,
in groups of young stidents

. and in teachers' communities.

The pannt ol rf-'achinpj this

ices in the air. All | valuable information to all of

our countryside is causing me

the returning euckoo. But no, as it also hap- -| tefinda way out.

‘pened this time, the vernal intimations were set

to nought b&]ﬂ nagging 50-hour winter drizzle. ' .
~ Yes, all this is a preparation for the k to
come. The king comes but uncbtrusively and yet

soon enough overwhelmin

. Red is the colour. of
-his standard.’ flying atop the Shimul and Palash
and Krishnachura, And f '

_ ragrance comes
from all direction. Coloyr and fragrance and the
moloy breeze join to intoxicate even those who
have neither the eye nor the nose nor even the
feel of careSsing warmth. The rains are overbear-
ing, summer oppressing, winter fesfive and au-
tumn 'sggrdklmg — only spring takes you into its
hold — body and soul'— but only a consenting ;
With his notorious and yet celebrated duaﬁum
our poet has sung in a wonderful baul refrain;
Bashontey ki shudhu kebal phota phuler mela.
Dekhishney ki shukno pata jhawra phuler
khela? p
Is 8pring only a carnival of blooming blossoms
‘alone? And you don't see the play of withered
leaves and dwindled flowers? Yes, our true spring
is more varied and interesting than the trite
thing it has been turned into by the abuse of
rhyme-makers of thousands of years. |
Spring is the best time for a true communion
with nature, the absence of which is dehumanis-

ing us. Then let us back to spring, back to nature
and back to humanity.

Even (hose. who can read
and wrile -aic indeed nol ver-
satile (or even interested) in
English reading but-they are
getting the informations®in a
newspaper - in English. 1 expe-
rienced in village bazars and
hats they often avidly read

newspaper — but in Bengali. 1

feel this roundtable talk (Daily -

Star, 12.1.94) of so many good

and experienced ones should
also be made available to those
who, | am more than con-
vinced, will find reason to be
receptive and this talk will agl-
tate their mind. It is my con-
viction ence you catch the at-
tention and win the goodwill of
general public — | mean the
village folk you achieve a lot
more lhan a crowd catching
sa-called meetings, But how to
reach them — those who can
not read English newspaper.

| suggest you kindly make

4 Bengal transliteration of this

round table discussion and
print it in your paper as spe-
cial service gn 21st Feb '94.
But before tha{. would .it be

. Palestinian Prisoners are a Family Affair

+ Barbara Nimri Aziz writes from Ramallah, West. Bank

¥

Four months after the PLO and Israel signed

a- peace qccord, thousands of Palestiniah

prisoners continue to be held in Israeli jails. And as world attention ‘focuses on the stuttering

~ political talks campaigners say the prisoners’ conditions are worsening.

PLO makes our detention in-
valid.” s : '

This feeling runs deep.
Arrest is so widespread under
Israeli occupation that prison
experience links the entire

population with a sense of *

common suffering and sacri-

fice.. -,

possible to announce it is

. other Bengali .dailies forjinter-

ested ones readers Lo avail a
capy of The Daily Star with
=sthis special service?

Nipa Mehra -
43, Dilu Roacl. Dhedkea,
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English medium
private schools —
. woes of parents
" Sir, Parents face a nights
mare, when it comes to having
to pay their children’'s admis-

sion fees/school fées at the be-
ginning of eacl years.

‘New admission {ees #1 so-
called posh schools cost usu-
ally 2500/3000 Taka a year
and tuitfon. Taka 500 every
month, even for tiny lots be-
tween the ages of 4 and 5 or 6.

~How unjustified and exiremely

unreagonable. This calls for .

immediate irnvestigation by the
education authorities or other
congernéd authorities. Parents
of a poor country like ours
having to pay cloge to interna-
lional type .of fees! The educa-
tion authorfties should without
deliy impose a ceiling rate of
pavment slightly higher than
the government rate of school
fees. These schools inflate the
fees by showing some ex-
penses of amenities whirch are,
in many cases. bogus. '

Again re-admission, a term
so wrongly applied by these

- schools suck out money from

poor, heavily burdened. and
frustrated parents. Once a
child has been admitted to a

-month an

A huge number of men over
the age of 17 have been ar-
rested and detained. There is
hardly a household without an
ex-prisoner. Manyv ftamilies’
have several members with
prison experience. Thousands
have been imprisoned inore
than once. -

school thg question ol re-ad-

+ mission in the next year does

not and cannot arise, if the
child continues his:studies in
the same school. If the child
has left the school, and wafits
to rejein it, then only he can
be ‘re-admitted'— tliis 15 <im-
ple logjc. This re-admission
fee, wrongly imposed, is a sort
of extortion — it's like a threat
to the parents, pay or get out.

. It must stop immediately.

Even some large missionary
schools who have massive
buildings and thousands ol
children, are charging exorbi-
tant rates ‘of fees in spite of
having to pay no house rent.
They earn lacs of Taka every
take such high ad-
mission dnd so-called re-ad-
mission fees. Why?

Many of he private English
medium schools are now doing
a rearing business everywhere,
knowing thai'even the middle
class parents will have to come,

to them. One class of 40 stu- -
dents is a source of earning®

not less than Tk 20.000 every
month. Paying nét more than
one-faurth of the amount to'
the teacher, the rest, say Taka
15000 remains with “the
school, Some schools have
classes phy group to class X,
that is nearly 11 sections
which earn them around 2 lac
Taka a th or more. At the
begimnming of the year Jan-Feb
they eollect nearly 5 to 6 lac
Taka' : '

Running a school as it ap
pears, s a roaring business
these days and thal also tax
free-why? THe income tax au
thorities should thoroughly

-

The demand for amnesty is
not simply about the men and

. women still he#ld. Palestinians

say It will vindicale the hun-
dreds of thousands arrested,

" interrogated and tortured dur-

ing the years of 'Prrupatmn
sirice 1967. _
UOne FPLO source estimates

. that 200,000 Palestinians have

direct prison eéxperience,

Israeli police put the number’

at 105,725 since fhe gtart of
the intifada {uprising} in

© 198Y.

Last October. after the ac-
cord was signed by Yasser
Arafat and Prime Minister

Yitzhak Rabin. only 560 out of

13.000 political
wetre released.
The move received interna-
tional media attention but did
not sattsfy the Palestinians who
knew that most ol those freed
were within weeks of a sched-
uled release. Moreover. the

prisoners

560 did nbi include special.

cases of old. sick and women
Prisoners. )

Many Palestinlans were en-
raged when they saw that the

. PLO had merely‘negotiated the

release ol members of Fateh,
Lthe largest faction in the PLO,
which Arafat himself heads.
Crittcisiy of the continued
imprisonment of 11.500 men
and women is directed at the

bt : :
check the incomes and ex
penses of all these schools
without mercy, as they have no
mercy for-poor/frustrated par-
ents. : )

Again,

many of -these

schools allow their teachers-to

extend private luition against

‘extra payment to students who
- read under these teachers in

the scheol. A very unfair
method to those students of
the same class who cannot af-
ford private tuition. There is
every chance of favouritism
and, assumably, question leak-
age at Lhe Lime of examination
— a risk to the schools in-
tegrity. This should not be al-
lowed at all.

And there should be no do-
nation on demand from par-
ents of students under any cir-
cuinstances. They are already

" over burdened financially with

payment of fees, heavy costs of
books. un#orm etc. Any force-
ful demand for donation calls
for questioning under law.

Don Aspin |
Motijheel C/A. Dhaka

Hazzrds of pet turtle

Sir, It has been noticed that
considerably large number of
turtle hatchlings belonging to
the species Trachemys scripta
elegans, commonly known as
Red-eared Slider turtle is be-
ing imported into Bangladesh
as pets. This information is the
result of an investigation car-

ried out recently.
It is well established that

the Red-eared. Slider turtle is
associated with human salmo-
nellosis, particularly in the
children. Subsequent Inves

PLO leadership as well as at
the lsraeli authorities.

The original dismay over
the failure to address the issue
of political prisoners in the ac-
cord has been buttressed by
anger over Aralatl's concession
fog a limited number of re-
leases. ,

_ The issue of political pris-
oners is a major-“concern- to
Palestinians bgcause those ar-
rested represent the struggle
for statehood. Prisoniers are
heroes to their families,"and

prisog experience is central to

the Tresistarice movement.
Many who felt unjustly held. or
who suff®ed exirsme hard-
ship in prisori, became more

committed to political resis-

tance. Some joined radical
Islamic parlies. Stories of do-
tainees’ endurance circulale
widely prifﬂmerq' rights groups
inside israel -and among
Palestinians work tirelessly
though with little success for
the.release of those unjustly
arrested. and for. improved
prison conditions.

International hpyman rights
organisations criticise 1the
israeli military for excessi¢
use of force in interrogation,
and sub-human corditions in
the 21°grisons and detention
centres in Which Palestinians

tigations showed that 14% of
human salmonellosis in the
United States was attributable
to pet turtles. In Puerto Rico
the annual incidence is 10.4
isolates per 100,000 inhabi-

tants. Among infants, the an-

nual incidence is 275 isolates
per 100,000; 68% of All re-
ported isolates are from in-
fants.. Turtle associated sal-
monellosis is  being reported
from many countries of the
world including France, Great
Britain ™~Hong Kong. Italy, Ja-

* pan, Korea, Mexico, Nether-

lands. Spain. Germany and
former Yugoslavia. S

The red-eared slider turtle
inhabits North America. The
colour of the upper shell is
olive-brown with numerous
black and white lines. The
lower shell is yellow with a
large dark brown blotch on
each scute. The head and
limbs are dark green with nar-
row black and yellow lines. A
distinct red stripe is normally
present on each side of head
behind the eye. :

The incidence of Salmo-
nella infection has been incre-
asing worldwide. Pet traders in
Bangladesh are mainly impor-
ting these hatchlings primarily
from Hong Kong. Thailand
and Japan which were impor-
ted by thode countries from
United States. [lke many other
countries of the world, United
States does not festrict ex
poris of public health hazards
that are banned within the
USA.

In Bangladesh pet turtles
are not yet so popular. but we
shoul be aware of the implica
tions of health hazard aseoc)

are held. Israel Jhias consis-
tently ignored this censure
and defied international con
ventions on prisoners’ rights.

The ineffectiveness ol oul
side pressure groups over hu-
man_rights violations led to a
hunger strike in 1992 by the
more than 14.000 Palestinians
then held in Israeli jails and -
camps under pressure, the
Israeli authorities a d lo
some of the demands, and in-
ternational attention waned.
But 17 months later, lfew of the
agreed measures have been
implemen (ed.

One result is growing disil-
lusionmen! with the “peace
pracess, Palestinians note US

. hlengressmen speaking out nn

behalf of missing Israell sol-
diers in Lebanon but only de-
lays regarding Palestinian de-
tainees who. they charge. are-
effectively being held as politi-

~ cal hostages.

If these poljtical prisoners’
right cannot be won in the
early stages, Palestinians ar-
gue, there is'liitle chance for
autonomy and democracy. as
the negottations proceed.

Families of Hamas and other

' parties who might have thrown

their ‘'weight behind the PLO '
leadership are increasthgly
disinclined to support it. The
young rebels taking up arms
acdainst both Israel and their
Palestinian partners are the
brother. sons and friends ol
the unjustly imprisoned.

— GEMINI NEWS

BARBARA NIME! AZIZ 15 o
Anwrican freelance journalisi
arul broadcastier who wriles
frequently on Middle East af-
fairs. \

ated with it. | have not yet re-
ceive any information of some-
one infected with salmonel-
losis in Bangladesh through
turtles but pet turtles and
othet turtle specieg consumed
locally can be a source of in-
fection. | will welconte any in-
formation on turtle associated
salmonellosis.

Relevant government au-
thorities are requested to, un-
dertake proper microbial in-
vestigation of the imported pet
turtle consignments while in
quarantine. Moreover, it is also
suggested to undertake epi-
demiologic studies which can

define the risk the imported
pet turtles can pose.

S M A Rashid
Wildlife Biologist. NACOM,
House 16, Road 2, Amitall,

Banani
Dhaka-1212
'Agenda '94'
Sir. | would liKke to con
gratulate the editor and other

members of The Daily Star [or
presenting the readers with
such a huge anniversary issue
full of important and useful ar-
ticles. ‘Agenda B4 should act
as a guideline for the policy
makers

| sincerely hope that The
Daily Star will continue 1o
contribute in the socio eca-
nomic developmen of

Bangladesh with its Jeduwaton
and expertise

M Zahwtul Hague
Assistant Projessor
Bangindesh Agruultural
Institiute [ Muaboa



