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Anything but Books

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

The size of this year's Boi Mela, has been a
much talked abow subject. But it is@ot just the
fact that there are more than fwice the number
of book stalls than last year's. It is the scores of
other stalls outside the Bangla Academy eom-
pound selling anvthing and everything except
books. that threaten to attract larger crowds
than the pook stalls can ever hope to. Stretching
from TSC Sarak Dwip 1o Doel Chattor, this part
of the Boi Mela looks like a huge meena bazar, so
much so that one may forget this is actually a
book fair. .

Leaving out the line of food stalls, there are
stalls of everything under 1hf sky. If you are a

little tired of the ;

usual super markets
in Dhaka city and *
want a change of
scene, just try the
book fair. Whether it
is cute knick knacks
for vour drawing
room or -mundane
necessities like yowr
kid's tiffin box, ev-
erything is available
at this fair.

A store called
1'Bichchu’ ([scorpion)
§named just for the
fun of it'. sells small
decoration items
such as clay elepha-
nts, tortoises and
camels, fish-shaped
candle stands, wall
h and so on.
Other stalls offer
cross-stitched jute
bags in bright colo-
urs, shell dolls and
leather products. Sch-
ool bags with clocks
or sad looking rab- Y
bits stand by for the ~
weary parents of school

gaing youngstefs. ;
Among the most visited stalls aré the poster

stalls with thgir blow-ups of sultry, buxom
Indian film actresses and dishy, smiling actors.
Among these one may find Sheikh Mujib next to
a 'Kothao Keo Nay' (a popular drama serial)
poster with everyone's fAvourite Baker Bhal
flanked by his two cronies.

Many of these stalls sell mainly 'bideshi’
(foreign) goods. Alarm clocks, trinkets, hair-
bands and magic capsule pens’ that de somer-
saults, all have their 'made in Taiwan', or Hong'
Kong or Japan or even India seals. This pre-
cisely what - makes them so appealing to some.
“In fact, every thing in my store i bideshi,”
smiles a stall keeper with

The Manipuri and Chakma stalls stand out for
their beautiful traditional handicrafts and jew
elry. But if it is innovation one is looking t'nr
there is plenty in this side of the mela A stall
selling 3ft long bhall-point pens seems to have
won the 'most strange .and wonderful' prize,
specially with the slogan it comes with: 'Ak

lmhan act.rehses maku q ﬁne show mdeed

Kolome BA Pash' (one pen that completes a BA
degreel]. The sticker stalls, however, seem to
attract the largest crowds, offering them soge-
thing to laugh about. Cartoon prodlucts’ stall, for
example has its share of bizarre and sometimes
irreverent stickers. Bengali slogans include
There is no cure better than a good hashingup

a warning that says 'Sarcastic remarks are pro-
hibited here’, and another one that says 'Blowing
up bombs are prohibited here”. A multiple
cholee question also in Bengali tries to defime
'love’ in different ways; it says the other name

for fove is a noose around the neck, a slap on the’

head. a hule in one's wallet, a sign to flee the
o @ scene and so on.
The sticker stalls
also offer cartoon
books with satirical
themes such as a,
‘. man visiting the
Shaheed Minar with
s a book in his hand
®| that says spu'ken
{  English.'
"STo bring one
back to reality is the
. gtall that sells mun-
dane household ite-
ms such as alu-
minium utensils. Th-
ese include huge
'da’s (billhooks), 'kh-
unti's (a type of
spoon), 'daal’ stirre-
rs and the ever
reliable ' sheet-pata’
and 'hamam distas'
[traditional spice
and food mashers).
" In the evenings
when the crowd is
considerably thicken
and rowdier, even

{- more amazing things

jumplﬁg through a
— Star photo ring of fire, or tiny

children doing Chinese acrobatics are common
scenes at this time making one wonder if one is
in the middle of a mobile circus.

At this time, there is no doubt that one will
have acquired total amnesia about what this fair
was all about in the first place. It is hard g be-

'lieve that this side of the book fair is part of the

overall objective of promoting Bangla language
and literature in memory of February 21st. The
only reminders of this momentous time is the.
full-volume Bangla:poetry recitation from the
cassette stalls although even this is drowned by
blaring Hindi film songs such as ‘choli ke
picliche’.

In fact ma:ny
come back disappointed and disillusioned with
this hotch potch carnival-like atmosphere.
Others think that it is good to have a little vari-
ety. But most people agree that there has been
too much emphasis on dther things which only
serve to draw the attention away from the books
defeating the whale purpose of the 'Boi Mela'.

A three-day mternutmnal yuut.h camp was urglmnd by
Lions District 315B1 recently at Mouchak,
District governor Lion Ataul Karim is seen presenting the
Camp crest to Education Minister Barrister Jamir Uddin

Sircar, the chief guest of the camp.

BSCIC to set up
‘industries 1n
Rajshahi div
RAJSHAHI, Feb 13: Ban-

gladesh Small and Cottage

Industries Corporation (BSCIC)

under the self-employment

programme will establish five
new industries and pehabilitate

another five in Rajshahi divi-

sion during the current year.

reports BSS, .

" Under the programme the
industries will be set up and
rehabilitated at Rajshahi,
Bogra, Chapainawabgan], Siraj-
ganj, Naogaon and Lalmeonirhat .
districts.

BSCIC. Rajshahi regional of-

fice has allotted over Tk 23

lakh for implementation of the

Gazipur,
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' = - _W__ A total of 79 persons will be
_ Eastern Tubes Limited (BSEC): || | cuovscc, it % aner e
374, Tagam industrial Area 2 a3
‘Seminar on
Re-Tender for Sale Eoaon

Wednesday

A two-day seminar on "The

(wrdt wavfare Aot 7 wwdos . mmﬁmm\\
_Eastern Tubes : Bnghter Light with Lighter Bills ) |

Role of Teachers' Organisation
ki t .of Education”
will begin at the BMDC audito-
rium in the city on February
16, reports UNB

¥ 1. Eastern Tubes Ltd (BSEC), -
“ basis.

“as 15 where 18’

Industnal Area,

only (non-refundable) till 27-2-94

74, Tejgaon Industrial
| Avea, Dhaka invites Sealed quotations from the
'~ bonafide buyers for sale of 1 (one) No Old Vehicle

| Tender document can be purchased from Accourfts
If Department of Eastern Tubes Ltd, 374, Tejgaon
Dhaka and Cash Section, BSEC
Accounts Division, BSEC Bhaban, 102 Kazi Nazrul
Islam Avenue, Dhaka on payment of Tk. 50/ - (Fifty)

"The seminar has been or
ganised by the Bangladesh
Teachers Federation (BTF) in
cooperation with Educational
international (El}.

3. Tender will be received up to 11.00 am on 28-2-94 4.45 Educational
and will be opened on the same day at 11.15am. | gﬁ?ﬁx "
4. Eamnest money @ 10% of the queted amount with a | g :; News in Bangla
. | o Sports rogramime
minumum of Tk. 1000/ - {one thousand) only in the | F;,m = .
form of P.O/D.D. favouring Eastern Tubes Ltd, |] | 630 Meder Garab
: Moder Asha
* from any scheduled bank 1s to be deposited along | 7.00 Open University
: *' 7.25 Nazrul songs
with the Tender 800 News in Bangla
5. The buyers may inspect the Transports during | 830 Janamal
office hours on anyv working day in the Factory ?ﬂﬂgﬂ N in English
premises 1030 Comedy sernes Murphy
6. Eastern Tubes Ltd resers es the ri;‘;hf to accept or N
4 N ( . ot i P | 11.00 Musical programune
rewect all Tenders without assigning anv reason thereof Disco Rally
| 11.15% Khabar/The News
No- BSEC /PRI 9549/ i 1125 Tomorrow s
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~ can be seen. A man .

patrons of this '‘Boi Mela’ ,haver
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on Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at her office yesterday.

Over Tk 17cr spent for
 SAF Games: JS told

A totdl of Tk 17 trore 21
‘lakh 80,000 was spent for the
6th SAF Games held in Dhaka
last December, reports UNB.

Of the total, Tk 25 lakh was
spent on training fog the na-

tional football team and Tk 15

lakh for making 1,100 blazers.

The blazers made by differ- .

ent tailoring shops cost Tk
1.364 each. he said. :

" Those who got the blazers
included 246, sportsthen of the

national team. rmembers of the

Games organising committee
and standing committee, 244

members of .16 sub-commit- .

tees and 160 liaison officials.
The State Minister in-

formed the House that a coach

of the FIFA panel had trained

the national football team for a

long period with the aim to
present a good display in the
Games. :

He said every body ex-
pected a good performance by

the Bangladesh football team

" Minister added.

"but the expéctation could not
be fulfilled in reality.

.Bangladesh Football

Fedefation has been asked to

find out the causes of poor

performance by the national
football team. the State

Replying to Mirza Azam (AL)

during the question hour yes- .

terday. State Minister for
Youth and Sports Sadek
Hossain said the government
did ot spend any money for
the fireworks display on the
concluding day of the Games.

In reply to Abdul Awal Mia
of Awami League, the State
Minister said Tk. 3188,830
was earned from the sale of
tickets of 11 disciplines in the
SAF Games. © |

Sadek Hossain told Latifur
Rahman (Jamaat) that Tk 45

lakh was spent for renovation
of Dhaka Natidnal Stadium No.
1 on the occasion of the 6th
SAF Games. :

Heads of Muslim
state greet

Biswas

The heads of state_of differ-
ent Muslim countties of the
world have greeted President

Abdur Rahman’ Biswas on the

eve of the Holy Ramadan. re-
ports B55,

The heads of state who have
greeted President Biswas in-
cluded President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt. Amir of the
State of Kuwait Jaber Al-

- Ahmad Al-Sabah, Amir of the

States of Qater Khalifa Bin
Hamad Al Thani. President of
the United Arab Emirate
(UAE) Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahayan Vice President and
Prime Mimister of the’ United
Arab Emirates {UAE) Maktoum
Bin Rashed Al Maktoom.
$ultan of Oman @aboos Bin
said, President of the Republic
of the Maldives Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom, King Hossain of
Jordan® and President of
Yemen Akhokom Alegriqg Ali
Abdulizh Saleh. _
- All of them prayed to
Almighty Allah for the peace,
progress and prosperity of the
people of Bangladesh and for
the personal good health and
happiness of President Abdur
Rahman Biswas.

Science museum
timine during
Ramadan

National Museum of Science
and Technology has announced
its new visiting ti;me schedule

for the holy month of
Ramadan, reports BSS.
According to new time

schedule the display gallery of
the muscum will remain open
for ‘the visitors from 10 am to
4 pm with an interval from 1-
I5 pm te 1-30 pm from
Saturday to Thursday exeept
official holjdays. The museum
will remain closed on Friday

This time schedule is ex-
clusively for the period of
Ramadan.

‘Eﬁmmittee .of

JS Business
Advisory body
_meet held

Business Advisory
the Jatiya
Sangsad at a meeting vesterday
discussed the issues relating to
the adjournment notice placed
in the House over the recent
compligations of the judiciary,
repﬁrh BEs. &

_Presided over by Speakfr
Shaikh Razzak All. the meeting
also discussed possibflities of
discouraging unsche is-
sues in the House with a view
to conducting the business of
the Sangsad properly.
Members from both treasury
and opposition benches ex-
pressed the similar uptninn
said a press release. -

Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Matiur Rahman Nizami. LGRD
and Cooperatives’ Minister
Abdus Salam Talukder, Deputy
Speaker Humayun Khan Pannj,
Warks Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Miah, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad, . Jativa Party
member Manirul Huq Chow-
dhury. Mohammad Shams-
uddouha and Deputy Leader &f
the House Prof AQM
Badniddoza Chowdhury at-
tended the meeting which was

-held at the Sgngsad Bhaban.

Agriculture and [rrigation
Minister M Majidul Hugq.
Awaini League Meader RaHmat
Ali and Deputy Chief Whip
Mahbub Alam Tara attended
the meeting on behalf of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.
Leader of the Opposition
Sheiklf Hasina and Chief Whip
Khandaker Délwar Hussain re-

53 held
In City

Police rounded up 53 peo-
ple on various charges from
different parts of the city yes-
terday. reports UNB.

Of them 17 were arrested
under Special Powers Act, one
for robbery, and eight on

charge of stealing and five
were wanted criminals

™~

No change in temperature

By. Staff Correspondent

Dry
Bangladesh durmg
, am today (Monday)
The Met Office forecasts

weather with a fair sky is likely to prevail over
the next 24 hours commencing lrom 6

night temperature may remain

g nearly unchanged across the country during the penod.
The country's highesi temperature nf 30 2 degrees Celsius
was recorded in Tekhaf and the lowest of 9 5 degrees Celsills
was recorded in Snmarngol yesierday

The sun sels today at
MTuesday) at 6:32 am

D3 pan

ard %ises lomorrow

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and rela
Uve hunodity recorded it sorme major cities anad towns ol the

country yesterday were
Cities /Towns

M x
D ke 27 4
Chittagorig 2R 5
Rayshahi 5 i
MKhulna 27 R
Harisa/ 27 4
Svihet Fi o,

LArapnar 25 1)

lemperature in
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Hurmidity in
percentage
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| speech

. The nutgmng South Korean Ambassador to Bang]adesh Sung ﬂh Shm made a farewell call

— PiD photo

South Korean

envoy meets
Khaleda

. Prime Minister .Begum

| Khaleda Zia yesterday called
for strengthening -economic

relations between Bangladesh
and South Korea thrgugh in-
creased trade and joint ven-
ture investment, reports UNB.

She 'made the call when the
outgoing South
Amba$sador, Sugn Oh Shin,
called on her at the Prime
Minister's office in the after-
NnooT1.

During the discussion, the

Prime Minister hoped that
| South Korean entrepreneurs

would avail of the open-econ-
omy policy of Bangladesh and
invest more in joint venture
projects here.

The Ambassador said he
was very happy to see the de-
velopment of Bangladesh un-
der the leadership of Begum
Zia. _

Begum Zia also felicitated
the people and the President
of South Korea on the estab-
lishment of democracy in the
repubific and hoped it would
take an institutional shape.

Semmar on City
-~ corporation

elections -

A seminar on the recently
held city corporation elections
was held at the Ba
Mstitute of “Eaw  and
International - Affairs  with

" Barrister Syed Ishtiagq Ahmed

in the chair. reports BSS.
Justice KM Sobhan,. Dr

Hamida Hossain, Shah AMS

Kibria, Walﬂur Rahman, Prof

- Zillur Rahman Siddiqui. Hajur
Khalilur .

General (retd)
Rahman, KG Mostafa, Major
General (retd) Mamun,

Toufique Newaz and CM
among others, ad- .

Murshed, |
tiressed the seminar.

Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed in his
suggested that the
Election Commisdion should
iMtiate action in consultation
with political parties disallow-
ing politicl camps within the
vicinity, of polling oentres in
future elections.:

The seminar favoured effec-

tive: mechanism by the
Election Commission to éensure

proper

Election Commission in future
elections.

Korean .

ngladesh

'i

implementation of .
rules and procedure of the

Biswas for evolving
work-oriented edn

President. Abdur Rahman

'‘Biswas yesterday stressed the
need for building a balanced

society through evolving work-

oriented education and labour-

intensive employment oppor-
tunities, reports UNB.

"Our commitment should be
to transform the huge p-opula
tion into manpower by provid-
ing work-oriented education ...
youth and student community

should opt for functional edu-
tation. We have to end depen-

dence through self-employ-
ment generation," he: told a
convention on education.

¢ President was inaugu-
rating the Education Week and
National Education Conventien

~ at Shilpakala Academy audito-

rium in the horming.

Education Ministry "has or-
anised the cénventign and
the week to evaluate the
prospects of work-oriented
education and spread the mes--
sage to the teachers, students
and the guardians tn make it

popular.
Education Hinister Jamir

Uddin Sircar -addressed the
function as special gues'l'. It
was also addressed, among
others, by Education Secretary
Irshadul Haq and Deputy
Secretary Matiur Rahman
Stlall-. " E

President Biswas said evolv-
ing applied education was im-
perative to solve the problems
of society. "Education doesn't
only mean obtaining a degree,
it will be worthless if it has no
use in solving the social pmb—
lems.”

A work-oriented educatjun
system will create the scope of

self-employment and remove

the dependency of the stu-
‘dents, President Biswas
pointed out.

This convention ahd the’
education week would help
point out the problems of
work-oriented education - sys.

- Shamser Ali ‘present

it to replace the existing sys-
tern, he hoped.

Education Minister Jamir
Uddir Circar said the gov-
ernment had allocated the
highest  development budget
for education, which is about
18 per cent of the national

EIEEL ' ;

. He informed the functign
that the budget would be in-
creased to Tk 3500 crore next
year from the current fiscal's:
Tk 2800 crore.

The education minister said
only the structural  develop-
ment would not ensure overall
educational development and
that tlre government was try-
ing to ensure a qualitative
change of the c:ducaﬂonal 8YS-
tem.

Education Sn:cretary
Ershadul Haq said the stan-
dard of education had declined
though the hudget had bacn'
increased. :

“The main cause of this:
degradation is the hiatus be-
tween education and its gppli-
cation ... wmt-uﬁmhd'adim-'
tion system is essential to’
bridge the gap.” said the sec-
retary.

Educationists, mtelinctualﬂ
school arid college teachers of
the country and education of-
ficials from different levels at-
tended the convention,

After the inauguration, a
working session on "Work-ori-
ented Education™ was htld at
*

Vice-Chancellor of B-u.ng'ln*
desh Open University Prof
the
key-note paper in the working
session.

The sessjon was addreueﬂ

. among others, by BUET Vice

Chancellor Dr Mnhammad
Shahjahan, Dr.. Abdullah Al-
Muti Sharfuddin, Prof Haron-
or-Rashid, Raﬂqul Haq, Prof
.Abdus Sattar, Hamida Ali and

_tem and suggest a guidelfhe {nr Dr Ahmedullah Mia. |
Makhan's death Shcr-e-Bangla
condoled High School's

Eangladesh Mohila Awami

' League has condoled the death

of renowned . r of the
Liberation War and former MP
Abdul Quddua Makhan. reports
BSS.*

| In a :;undul:nc: mc:ssag:

president and general secre--

ta:‘]r of Mohila Awami e
lvy Rahman and Professor
Khaleda Khanam expressed

| their-deep shock at the *sad

demise of the great freedom
fighter - and former general
secretary of the Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU).

They sald the ceuntry has
lost a patriot .and sincere
politician at the death of

The league leadérs ex-
pressed their sympathy to the

members, of the bereaved fam- °

ily and prayed for peace of the
d | soul, -
- Bhasani Jatiya din'a

meeting yesterday condoled
the death of the valiant free-
former Awami
League Parliament Member
and a prominent student
leader of thé sixties Abdul*
Quddus Makhan.

The meeting proposed that
the newlrmnltructﬁd hostel
of Brahmanbaria University
College be named after
Makhan.

guest at a prize

annual sports

State Minister. for Textile
Major (retd) Abdul Mamnan has
said that games and sports
could play a vital role to -pro-
ject the country as well
as to keep body strong and
mind fresh, reports BSS. '

He was speaking as chief

mony of the &nrmal sports of
-Sher-e-Bangla High School at
Modhubagh yesterday.

He upon the students
to take part in various extra-
currin:ular activities.*

He also advised the stu-
dents to mairitain peaceful at-
mosphere in the campus.

The function was ad-
dressed, among others, by Md
Majiruddin Miah, headmaster
of the school and the newly-
elected Word Commissioner.
Muu]vi Abdul Majeed.
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Glaxo

PARAPYROL

Glaxo Bangladesh’s !
PARACEI'AMOL

We announce with great pleasure that our Paracetamol tablets have been
gven a new name "PARAPYROL" To help consumers further, the Parapyrol
stnps are screen prnted with a pnk Glase logo If you are paying for
Glaxo Bangladesh s Paracetamol, please make sure you get the. nght
strip, printed with the name ‘“Parapyrol” and the Glaxe '0go in pink

Parapyrol is available as paediatric suspension also.
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