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NEWS BRIEFS

PM, CJ take iftar
with President
President Abdur Rahman

Biswas had his iftar with Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia |

and Chief Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed in Dhaka yesterday
evening at the B haban.
The Prime Minister and the
Chief Justice went there at the
invitation of the President.
Justice T H Khan, a senior
ldawyer., also took part in the
iftar with them, reports BSS.

lllyas Kanchan
meets Hasina

Film star lHlyas Kanchan,
who lost his wife In a recent
road accident., met Awamj
League President Sheikh
MHasina yesterday and submit-
ted to her a memorandum
demanding "Safe roads " Hasi
na. also Leader of the Opposi
tion in Parliament. expressed
her concern over the non-
enforcement of traffic laws
She said reckless driving was
the main reason for accidents
but it seems the government
has no control over the roads
and wehicles. reports UNB.

Property worth
Tk 10 lakh gutted

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Fell 13: Properiy
worth about Taka ten lakh was
guited in a big fire that broke
out at Islampur Bazar of
Kotwali thana in the early
hours yesterday. According o
the fire brigade. the blaze
originated from an electric
short circuit in the Nazim

Automatic Rice Mills at about 4
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Meeting in Washington tomorrow

WB to study $450m loan
proposals on JMB Jute

Nearly 450 millton US dol-
lars in loan proposals for the
Jamuna Multi-purpose Bridge
(JMB) and the Jute Sector
Adjustment Credit is sched-
uled to be placed for approval
before the World Bank board of
governors' meeting in
Washington tomorrow.

Approval of the loans by the
World Bank board is seen as
crucial and as a last hurdle in
the prolonged efforts to get
these two mega projects off
the ground.

Officials in Dhaka are confi-
dent that the loans would be
approved without any prob-

Star Report

lems as the negotiations have
already been successfully com-
pleted.

Memoranda of understand-
ings have been signed, late last
year, between the government
and the Bank relating to fund-
ing the projects.

The bank has agreed, in
principle, to provide 200 mil-
lion dollars towards co-financ-
ing the 700 million dollar
Jamuna Bridge Project. The
Asian Development Bank and
Japan have also agreed to pro-
vide 200 million dollars each
while the government would
fund the remainder of the pro-

ject costs.

The World Bank has also
agreed to provide a 250 mil-
lion dollar loan, through its
soft-arm lending affiliate the
International Development
Agency (IDA), for the jute sec-
tor adjustment credit (JSAC).

The feasibility study of the
ambitious Jamuna Bridge
Project was originally initiated
during the early 70s, envisag-
ing to link the eastern part of
the country
developed western portion.

The project was earnestly

"revived in 1991 while the de-

See Pave 12 Col 7
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Tk 5 cr project to
contain rheumatic
diseases

A Taka five crore "National
Centre for Control of Rheu-

matic Fever and Rheumatic
Diseases” project will be

[ implemented to contain rheu-

matic diseases, reports BSS.

' The decision to set up the
centre in Dhaka was taken at a
review meeting of the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
yesterday with Prime Minister
Begum Khal\cda Zia in the
chair,

Held at the International
Conference Centre (ICC), the
meeting discussed the health
services in government hospi-
als and underlined the need
or improving the services.

The meeting expressed
satisfaction over the progress
of the ongoing development
projecis of Annual Develop;
ment Programme (ADP) for
the year 1993-94 under the

See Page 12 (ol 7
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Cabinet body okays PSC
for gas, oil exploration

By Staff Cnrmspuﬁdent

The Cabinet Committee for

Finance and Economic Affairs

yesterday approved the
Production Sharing Contract
(PSC) of the Cairn Energy PLC
of Scotland and Holland Sea
Search of the Netherlands for
oil and gas exploration in the
Bay of Bengal.

The much - delayed con-
tract would allow the foreign

~companies to explore oil and

gas in the Bay off the coast of
the Cox's Bazar-Sandwip re-
gion covering an area of 821 sq
kilometre including a 242
SQKM Kutubdia gas field.

The Chairman of the seven-
member Cabinet Committee,
Finance ‘Minister M Saifur

Rahman presided over the
meeting.
Energy Minister, Dr

Khandker Mosharraf Hossain,

‘Communications Minfster Ol

Ahmed, Industries Minister
AM Zahiruddin Khan, State

Minister for Planning Dr Abdul

Moyeen Khan, the Cabinet
Secretary, the Principal
Secretary to the Prime
Minister and the sectretaries of
the ministries concerned were
present at the meeting.

The contract will be for an
initial exploration period of
seven years followed by 25
years of development and pro-
duction of commercial discov-
ery.

During the initial explo-
ration period, the companies
will carry out seismic and grav-
ity survey in the area, analyse
old 'seismic data and drill at
least two exploration . wells at
an estimated cost of US 25

See Page 12 Col 8

JS debates Lalbagh carnage

BNP denies blame

ii'-y Staff Correspondent

The ﬁ'pp{:sitiun bench in
the Jatiya Sangsad (JS) yester-
day accused the ruling party of

. direct involvement in the re-

cent Lalbagh killings. The trea-
sury bench, on the other hand,
blamed the Opposition for
politicising the issue to max-
imise political gain out of the
tragic incident.

Taking part in an_inconclu-
sive debate on the post-may-
oral polls violence in the
Lalbagh area of the capital
January 31 which claimed six
lives, legislators on both sides
of the floor, however, ex-
pressed their deep shock at
incident and unanimously
agreed that the lkdllers must be
brought to book and duly pun-
ished.

Originally scheduled for an
hour, the debate dragged on
for over 110 minutes yesterday
and will continue today to ac-
commoglate the speeches of

the Deputy Leader of the
House Professor Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina and
Jatiya Party leader Moudud
Ahmed.

After the speeches of the
leaders a resolution on the
tragedy is likely to be adopted
by the House later in the day.

Twenty-one MPs partici-
pated in yesterday's delibera-

tion :

Ixuatlng the debate, Mirza
Azam of the Awami League (AL)
told the House that the BNP
nominee for Ward commis-
sioner in the.area could not
accept his defeat in the DCC
polls and as an act of revenge
attacked the voters leaving
'seven’ people killed.

Chief Whip of the
Opposition Mohammad Nasim
observed that ‘'many BNP lead-
ers’ were involved in the

Scce Page 12 Col 4
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'All political cases
during Ershad's
rule will be

withdrawn’

By Staff Correspondent

. Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury yesterday told
Parliament that_ all the
‘political cases' lodged during
the martial law of deposed
President HM Ershad, would
be withdrawmn.

The announcement came
when a number of opposition
MPs, made a loudy protest
against a recent nutiﬁcatiun of
a special tribunal which asked
16 former student leaders to

appear before the court to face’

the charges.

The accused included KM
Jahangir MP, Mostofa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Mukul Bose, Hasib
Khan, Fazle Hossain Badsha —
all of whom were charged un-
) Special Powers Act for
their political
1982,

Rising on a point of order
immediately after the ques-

See Page 12 Col |

Dhaka Umvmit}' bruught out a colourful procession in the
city yesterday — the first day of the Bangla calendar month
Falgun, which symbolises the arrival of spring in this part

of the world.

— Star photo

. Team from citj;r_

due in Ctg to
probe BPC move

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 13: A
high-powered team from
Dhaka will arrive here tomor-
row to probe the recent move
by the Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation (BPC) to appoint a
private shipping company for
transportation of its imported
crude oil.

According to an official
source, the investigation team
includes Additional Secretary
of the Ministry of Energy
Jamal Hossain, Joint Secretary
of* the Ministry of Finance
Shamsuzzaman Chowdhury and
Deputy Secretary of the Energy
Ministry Yasin Meah.

The Bangladesh Petroleum

recently entered

imto a contract with a private
firm for transporta-

tion of crude oil imported by
it -
Earligr BSC vessecls used to

carry the imported crude

One held with gold
worth Tk 40 lakh

By Staff Correspondent

Railway Police, acting on a
tip-off, arrested one person at
the city's Kamalapur railway
station with 600 tolas of gold
bar worth Tk 40 lakh late
Saturday night.

Police said a Sylhet-bound
passenger, Mohammad Zakir
Uddin Ahmed, was carrying 60
gold bars each weighing 10 to-
las hidden inside a belt around
his waist.

US, Dutch di

plomats families evacuated

Sarajevo truce talks waver

SARAJEVO, Feb 13: In a
series of ominous signs. senior
Bosnian Serb commanders
failed to show up Sunday for
cease-fire talks. and US Emba
ssy officials sent their families
home,: reports AP

The evacuations in Yug-
oslavia came as Bosnian Serbs
in Sarajevo rejected a UN plan
te turn over their heavy
weapons ringing the city. The
Serbs said the plan gave an
advantage to the Muslim-
dominated government s

ground troops

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation has threatened to
launch air strikes against Serb
gunners if they don't withdraw
their big arms from a 20-
milometer radius of downiown

Sarajevo by midnight Feb. 20.
While the Serbs have re-
jected NATO's uitimatum,
their guns have been almost
silent since Thursday Omne ‘ar
tillery round was fired Sunday.
and there were no injuries.

I-'H-'Hlﬂ'nll'*_-l
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Later in the day. i appeared
a compromise was struck with
UN mediators. The Serbs
turned over five artillery
pieces ai the UN-monitored
Serb barracks of Mokro,
southeast of the capital

The Serbs have now agreed
to allow their heavy weapons to
be collected at Lheir brigades
rather than at central UN
monitoring points. said Maj
Jose Labandeira a UN

Hunwhﬂc the members of
the families of US and Dutch
Embassy officials in Belgrade
today joined a growing exodus
from Belgrade amid rising
fears over the repercussions of
NATO airstrikes in neighbour-
ing Bosnia.

As the countdown to a
February 21 deadiine which
could unleash air strikes
against Bosnian Serbs contin-
wed, 26 US women and chit
dren were to be evacuated dur-
ing the day. a spokesman for
the US Embassy said.

The US nationals, who left
Beigrade in about 20 vehicles
in light snow this morning,
were evacuated following a

Sce Page 12 Col 6
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Commentary

The media taken for a ride

Free media's basic weak-
ness is that it is vulnerable to
manipulations. The vulnerabil-
ity increases manifold if the
string is pulled from positions
of power and authority. A free
media’'s own compulsions of
competition, and relentless
race to be the first with the
news, further accentuate our
vulnerability. The just-con-
cluded instance of the report-
ing of the so-called resignation
story of the Attorney General,
Aminul Haq, is a case in point.
It is something from which the
media should learn a lesson.

With the issuance of our
much-talked about Attorney
General's signed statement on
Saturday that The reports ap-
pearing in the newspapers
about my resignation are not
correct. | have excellent work-
ing relationship with the gov-
ernment,’ the controversy
about his position comes to a
well-deserved and a not-too-
soon, end,

But with that very ll.llt
ment, several other questions
arise, and we need to answer
them for the sake of the credi-
bility of the media. My first
question is, {f the story of his
resignation is not correct,
then where did it originate
from ? Did the media make it
up ? If we did, then we owe
our readers our most fervent
apology. But on the other hand,
if the origin of the story was

By Mahfuz Anam

deliberate, and then no
attempt was made to clarify it,
then obviously somebody needs
to answer some questions.

Mr Haq said he never re-
signed. ‘However, in the item
issued by News and Feature
Service ( a newly set up news
agency) and used by many pa-
pers (including The Star), he
is quoted to have said: 'l never
hankered after the office of AG

. . It is not possible for me to
carry on my responsibility un-
der the prevailing adverse sit-
uation. That is why | have re-
signed.’ A similar story was

creeded by the UNB .1news
agency quoting Supreme Court

Bar sources. The Daily Ittefaq's
lead story said that Mr Haq
had called a few journalists to
his offiee chamber and in-
formed them about his deci-
sion to resign. This happened
on Thursday evening. The Star,
and many other papers tried to
reach Mr Haq for confirmation.
But he was unavailable. So
Friday's paper carried the
story of his proposed resigna-
tion.

Throughout Friday we, from
the media, tried all sources to
confirm the story. Several pa-
pers quoted Mr Abdul Wadud
Bhuiyan, the Additional
Attorney General, saying that
Mr Haq had written a letter ol
resignation, left it with him, to
be sent to the President on
Saturday. AG office sources

said similar things. Frantic ef-
forts by the media to reach Mr
Haq produced no results. His
family told The Star that Mr
Haq was "living with a relative
in Uttara, and could not be
reached. So ‘Saturday. again,
the story about Mr Haq's res-
ignation dominatéd the front
pages of the national dailies.
Now that Mr Haq says that
the press story about his res-
ignation was all wrong, we, on

behalf of the media. and for

the sake of credibility of the
media, would like to pose the
following questions to Mr
Aminul Haq:

i) When you saw so many
national dgilies carrying news

" about your resignation, which

you now say was not correct,
why did you not issue a denial?

You may say, since you did
not (according to you) give the
story, so why should you deny
it. But you are a man of law. You
are the highest legal officer of
the government. How could
you permit such speculation
about vyourself to continue
(especially if it is not true, as
you say), without setting the
record straight ?

2} Why was it that you, who
is well known, and therefore
very much appreciated, for
your accessibility by the press.
suddenly hecame unavailable,
especially when such a 'wrong

[ as you now claim) informa;
Soc Page 12 Col 4

~ Biman to buy
2 second-hand
airbuses

- An international tender will
be floated within this month to
procure two second-hand air-
crafts (Alrbus 310-300), for
the Bangladesh Biman, reports
UNB.

» A decision to this effect was

taken in a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Purc
hase with Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman in the chair

The finance minister di-
rected the authorities con-
cerned to complete all proce-
dures of the purchase within
thé next 90 days.

[t was also decided that
purchase of the two airbuses

would be financed from the

government s own funds

Accord with ADB for $ 80m
railway credit soon

By Sharier Khan

An eighty million US dollar
Railway Recovery Programme
(RRP) credit, agreement bet
ween the Government of Bang-
ladesh and the Asian Develop-

ment Bank is likely to be
signed within a month, after
much delay

The agreement was due to
be signed last December but
the signing was delayed due to
a top level change in the man-
agement of the ADB at its
Manila headquarters, said a
SOuUrce.

Although the delay had not
affected the RRP. initiated by
the government in 1991-92, it
had delayed the signing of an
agreement on a railway double
line project between Bangla
desh Railway (BR) and Ger

IMAany
According 1o sources,

Germany would not sign the
80 crore taka project unless
the ADB signed the RRFP credit
agreement The RRFP loan
money is supposed to finance
the '‘golden handshake sche
me under which ten thousand
rallway employees have already
retired voluntarily receiving
benefits of about Taka 240
crore. which the Finance Mi
nistry had already paid againsi
the AIDB loan

The BO-million dollar loan
will be disbursed In two in
stalments of 40 million each

The terms of the ADB loans
stipulate that BR should reach
the break even point against

Soe Mo 12 Col 6

Bangladesh bowl

out Argentina
for 120 in ICC

championship
Sports Reporter
An anticipated auspicious

start for the touring Bang-
ladesh national t:l-icket team in

the ICC Trophy championship
melted into procrastination in

‘the Kenyan capital Nairobi

yesterday as elemental wrath-
in the form of rain, that has
been dogging cricket's World
Championship at a micro-level
since its start on Saturday,
allowed only one innings to be
completed.

The Bangladeshi bowlers
lived upto expectations by skit-
tling out the cricket team from
Argentina — better known for
its soccer and the one and only
Diego Maradona — for a paltry
120 runs after skipper Faruque
Ahmed won the toss and de-
cided to field.

Under the rules, Bangl-
adesh will bat today to
complete the match. But,
should a resumption of the
game become impossible be-
cause of the weather, then the
two teams will share the
points.

Such a situation would be a
big setback for second-seeded -
Bangladesh because-they are
hoping to make it to the World
Championship proper in two
years' time by securing a place.
among the top three finishers

of the ICC competition.

[Detailed report on Page 10.]

Shutdown of mills

posing threat to
economy: Hasina

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday said the shutting.down
of mills and factories and re- -
trenchment of workers are
posing a threat to the national
economy, re s UNB.

"It's the policy of the BNP
regime to close down mills
and factories, sack workers
and deprive them of their just
wages.” Hasina told a delega-
tiom* of CBA leaders of the
Paksey Paper Mills and
Ishwardi Alhaj Textile Mills.

The elected CBA leaders
met Hasina, also the Awami
League president at her 29
Minto Road residence and ap-
prised her of various problems
prevailing in the country’s in-
dustrial beit.

They particularly referred
to the plight of workers
caused by the government
policy of retrenchment and
denial to pay-their dues.

The delegation was led by
CBA vice-president Babul Haq,
Ishwardi Sramik League presi-
dent Rashidullah Jahangir
Alam, Ahsan Ali, Saidur
Rahman, Atiar Rahman, Paksey"

| Union Parishad chairman
Habibul Islam., Abdul Hannan
and Shabbit Khan.

Import of diesel
HC 1ssues rule on

NBR, ministry
By Staff Correspondent

The High Court division
yesterday issued a rule nisi on
the National Board of Revenue
(NBR) and others, incl
the Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources, to show
cause within seven days as to
why the directive relating to
the discharging of diesel ofl by
an importer should not be de-
clared illegal.

The rule was issued by a
division bench consisting of
Justice Md Ismail- Uddin
Sarker and Justice Md
Hamidul Huq on an application
of QC Petroleum Limited.

The petitioner imported
16.315 metric tons of high
speed diesel from Singapore
under the existing import pol-
icy order of 1993-95. After
assessment of duty by the
Collector of Customs and after
partial payment was made, the

- NBR directed the customs au-

thority to stop ‘discharge of the
consignment. :

THe show cause notice
asked the NBR and others, in-
clading the Energy Ministry,
as to why the memo dated
January 5 directing that the
diesel imported by the plaintiff
cannot be discharged unless a
no-objection certificate is pro-
duced from the Energy
Ministry or the Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation, should
not be declared*to have been
passed without any lawful au-
thority and therefore of no le-
gal effect

Considering the urgency of
the matter the respondents
have heen directed by the
court 1o show cause within a
week The court also agreed,
as prayed for, to consider an
interimm direction relating to
the discharge of the cargo. to-
day in the presence of the
Attorney General



