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HEY term us to be the
weaker sex, the unpre
dictable. irrational and

over-emotional sex. Some pat
ronizingly call us their better
half while others in their own
stupidity say that we are dim
witted and scatter brained. If
only they could see what kind
of crap that we get doled out
to us, perhaps they would be a
little less condescending.
Women, accursed evel
since Eve allegedly bil into the
apple (although why she is to
carry the entire blame is no!
clear), have been the victims ¢
all kinds of discrimination
the family. work place and so-
ciety in general. To analyze
each one of them would take
days. perhaps months. not to
mention a lot of space in this
section of the newspaper. And
who has the time anyway to lis-
ten to another complaining ar-
ticle about how badly women
are treated? Certainly not
them the 'rational’ half as they
would like to call themselves.

So let us just touch upon atti-
tude — a rather vague intangi-
ble thing, but one that can lead
to great well being and har-
mony or to the outbreak of

world wars. The attitude we .

are talking about is the attitude
towards women, of society in

general.

Let's start with the home
scenario. If the family has at
least one male member, the
woman in question, whether
daughter or daughter-in-law,
will be treated as an ap-
pendage, as someone who al-
'most does not exist. It will in-
variably be her husband or her

brother who will be asked
what he wants to eat for lunch.
when he wants his tea and so
on. One can hardly hiu;:hu::
in guestion since
ﬂ this all his life and just
doesn't know any better. Sadly,
many times it is another fe-
male that shows this .kind of
disrespect or disregard for her
fellow sex. We must hasten to

The Americ

T HE nominations for the
21st Annual American
Music Awards have

been announced and viewers

can see which of the nominees

will be bestowed with the 25

coveted trophies when STAR

plus airs US television's high-
est-rated music awards special

on Sunday, February 13, 1994

at 65:30 pm.

Nominations for the Ame-
rican Music Awards are in six
categories! Pop/Rock, Country,
Soul /Rhythm & Blues, Heavy
Metal/Hard Rock, Rap/Hip
Hop and Adult Contemporary.
The nominees are:

POPROCK

Favourite Male Artist:
Michael Beolton, Eric Clapton,

Favourite Female Artist:
Mariah Carey, Gloria Estefan,
Whitney Houston, Janet
Jackson.

Favourite Band. Duo or
Group: Aerosmitll, Peal Jam,
U2. -
Favourite Single: 'Cant Help
Falling In Love” - UB40, "1 Will
Always Love You" - Whitney
Houston, "Whoomp! {There It
ls)" - Tag Team. -
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Jackson

- SWV.

Favourite Album: “The
Bodyguard” Soundtrack —
Whitney Houston, "Janet” -
Janet Jackspn, "Pocket Full of
Kryptonite” - Spin Doctors,
"Unplugged" - Eric Clapton.

Favourite New Artist: Blind
Melon, Stone Temple Pilots,

SOUL/RHYTHM
& BLUES

Favourite Male Artist:

Babyface, Bobby Brown, Mi-
chael Jackson, Luther Vand-

ross.

Toni Braxton, Mariah Carey,
Whitney Houston, Janet Jack-
SOon.

Favourite Band. Dou or
Group: Arrested Development,
En Vogue, Silk. ’

Favourite Single: "Dream-
lover* - Mariah Carey, "I Will
Always' Love You" - Whitney
Houston, “That's The Way Love
Goes” - Janet Jackson.

Favourite Album: "The
Bodyguard®™ Soundtrack -
Whitney Houston, “"Janet" -
Janet Jackson. 'It's About
Time" - SWV, "Lose Control” -
Silk.
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acknowledge, of course that
there are families where fe-
male members are given equal
impeortance although this is
quite rare. i

Outside the home can be
even worse. If you are a woman
the rickshawwala will charge a
fare mmuach higher than what he
would have dared to ask a man.
The ride itself is of course ex-

i

To be One of the 'Irrational Half"'

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

LET

tremely painful with ogling,
roving and winking eyes from
all directions as if you are
some kind of mutant creature
which has escaped from the
200 .

If it is the bank or some
other institution she has to go
to for personal business, a
woman will be attacked by
more of those leud stares and

'hen bombarded (by both ipale
inirl females) with guestions
regarding her marital status
incation of her home number
of kids [if any) and whar her

mymthly salary is This mayv be
followed by a derogatory re

mark Hke, what have you got
Lo worry, you don't need the
money, your husband has enou
gh. this is just to kill time. " It
is with greatl restraint, prac

tised over years of sullering.
that the woman may not slap

this Smart Alec's face and
etort 'It's none of your
istress!

Al the supermarket she

oes to the shopkeepers will
w overly solicitous if she looks
prosperous or will leer at her

most obnoxiously if she is
pretiy.
Then there i8 the time

when she goes to a restaurant
with her husband or male
irfend. Starting from the door
man to the line of waiters, it is
her male companion who will
e greeted with a 'salam sir or
good evening sir After the
meal when the bill comes and
she is the one paying including
the fat tip. guess who gets the
thank yow'? Right. The ‘sir
who gets the reverence of a
dignitary dnd you. poor
woman, that of a scullery maid.

These of course. represent
only the tip of the iceberg ol
what we have (o0 tolerate. [f it
all sounds loo plaintive then
perhaps it should be. Alter all
il we have the privilege of be-
ing every bodys dumping
ground for abuse and disré-
spect, surely we should have
the privilege to let off a little
steam’’
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Favourite New Artist: Toni
Braxton, Silk, SWV.

COUNTRY
Favourite Male Artist: Garth
Brooks., Vice Gill, Alan

Jackson. George Strait.
Favourite Female Artist:

Mary-Chapin Carpenter, Reba
McEntire. Dolly Parton,

Favourite ‘Band. Dud or
Group: Alabama. Brooks &
Dunn, Little Texas.

Favourite Single: "A Bad

Goodbye” - Clint Black &

Wynonna, "Chattahoochee” -
Alan Jackson, "Romeo” - Deolly
Parton & Friends.

Favourite Album: "A Lot
About Livin' (And A Little 'Bout
Love)". Alan Jackson. "Hard
Workin' Man" - Brooks &
Dunn, "In Pieces" - Garth
Brooks, "It's Your Call” - Reba
McEntire.

Favourite New Artist: Tracy
Byrd, John Michael Montogo-
mery, Clay Walker.

- HEAVY METAL/

HARD ROCK
Favourite Artist: Aerosmith.
Metallica, Pearl Jam.
Favourite New Artist: Blind
Melon, Smashing Pumpkins,
Stone Temple Pilots.

RAP/HIP HOP
Favourite Artist: Arrested
Development. Dr, Dre, Naughty
By Nature.

Favourite New Artist:
Dre. Onyx. 2Pac.

ADULT

CONTEMPORARY
Favourite Artist: Michael

Dr

- Bolton, Kenny G, Whitney

Houston. ;

Favourite Album: "The
Bddyguard”" Soundtrack -
Whitney Houston, "Breathless”
- Kenny G, "River Of Dreams" -
Billy Joel, "Unplugged ... and
Seated” - Rod Stewart.

Favourite New Artist: Toni
Braxton, Lauren Christy, Lisa
Keith.

Among the nearly 200 stars
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21 Annual American Music Awards

Carey

featured in the clips will be
Paula Abdul. Air Supply, The
Bee Gees, Garth Brooks, Bobby
Brown, Mariah Care¥, The
Carpenters, Natalie Caole, e
Commodores, Culture Club, En
Vogue, Ella Fitzgerald. Aretha
Franklin, Marvin Gaye.

Genesis. Guns 'N' Roses, J&net |

Jackson, Elton John, Quincy
Jones, LL Cool J., Madonna,
Meat Loaf, John Mellencamp.
New Kids On The Block, Doony
& Marie Osmond, Lionel
Richie. Diana Ross.

..........

‘94 Nominee Mariah

o

Winners. of the annual
American Music Awards are
selected by the US public. A
national sampling of appraxi-
mately 20,000, taking into ac-
count age, sex, geographical
location and ethnic origin,
have been sent ballots. Names
of the nominees on the ballots
were compiled from data sup-
plied by the music industry
trade publication, Radio &
Records, and the Soundscan
Inec.. management information
systernn. :

Removing Stains

by Sylvia Saleem

stains can be rem-

oved if washed at once

with soap or detergent

and water in the ordinary way.

Stains are usually removed

with either a solvent or a

bleach. There are many pro-
prietary dry-cleaning solvents
and bleaches on the market,

some for specific purposes. But

some ingredients are normally
available in the house or can
easily be obtained at chemists'
" shops — these are helpful,
since
gentlest remedies first and

you can apply the

stronger ones If these do not
work; also a variety is neces-
sary as not all can be used on
all colours and fabrics. Try
remedies, especially hydrogen
peroxide, on hems or unseen

Note: Hydrogen peroxide
is poisonous, methylated spirit
and many other solvents are
inflammable, carbon tetrachlo-
ride though pot inflammable
has poisonous fumes and , like
many proprietary solvents,
should only be used in a well
ventilated room. They should
all be labelled and kept locked

away ih a cupboard for safety.
- Stains on Hard Surfaces

Baths. For ordinary cle-
aning use a mild paste and
avoid scratchy cleaners. For

obstinate marks, try a cloth -

moistened with vinegar and
wash immediately with hot,
soapy water.

Hard-water marks. Soak
a cloth in paraffin and rub in
crushed kitchen salt — rub
stains hard and wash off with
hot, soapy water at once.
* (Green marks: Use vinegar
first, wash and when dry rub
over with paraffin-soaked

dmﬂ, Wash.

ans. Discoloration of alu-
minium pans is not harmful
but can be cured by boiling ap-
ple peelings and water in
them. A burnt pan can be
soaked in hot water and sait (2
tablespoons to 1 gt) for several
hours. Lift out of the water
and rub with abrasive wire
pads. Repeat several times if
necessary. For obstinate cases,
pour a handful of salt and 1
tablespoon of abrasive powder

in the saucepan. Half fill with
cold water and leave overnight.
Next day, bring water in pan

very slowly to boiling peint and
boil for half an hour. Empty

and abrasive pads.

dﬁ; E}Egmes. Dull and dis-
cloured frames can be restored
by rubbing with a clean cloth
dipped in warm turpentine, As
turpentine is inflammable,
warm by standing bottle in a
bowl of hot water, well away
from any open flame.

Wallpaper. A cube of br-
ead, 24 hours old, will take off
a surprisifg amount of dirt
from wallpaper, but for grease
stains you will need to dab
with a solvent such as carbon
tetrachloride. For overall
cleaning. you can use a dough
mixed of white (surgical) spirit
flour and water — 3 table-
spoons flour, 1.50 tablespoons
spirit, 1.50 tablespoons water.
Add spirit first, then the water
and to a pliable dough.

ut-glass vases. Wash
cut-glass in warm, soapy water
containing a few drops of am-
monia. For deposit at the bot-
tom of decanters or flower
vases shake in some salt and
cover it with vinegar. Shake
well and leave for a few hours.
Rinse, wash anhd polish. Turn a
decanter upside down and do
not fill until quite dry.
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| A scene from a look-alike show

Towards More Picturesque Cities

INAL year thesis proje
F rts ol the Architectural
Department BUET
hased on programmes set by
clients or prepared by the
students themselves were on
display recently at the
Shilpakala Academy. Seventeen
projects had been selected for
I the display These projects had
been” submitted to
Architectural Deparitment [or
partial fulfilimemn of the B Arch
degree
These projects were very
practical. There was a complete
analysis ol space requirements.
sight conditions, environmental

factors, and project planning. It
was nothing Utopian. The set-

ting. the client, the designer .
the climate, the technology and
the building materials were all
Bangladeshi. The projects re-
flected the condition of the
building industry as it stands
today in Bangladesh. In all the
projects the students consuilted
with the relevant persons such
the mechanical, electrical and
civil engineers for matters re-
lated to their respective fields.
Artists, musicians. dramatists,
technicians and docters were
referred to for performing arts
centres and hospitals. Each
project’ had three supervisors
which included tweo teachers
and a non departmental re-
SOUTCEe PEerson.

Among the interesting pro-
jects was the Civic Facilities
Development at Chandpur by
Bayezid Ismail Chowdhury. The
theme of the project was to
create an urban centre consist-
ing of modern civic facilities for

! | the people of Chandpur where

they could come, exchange
viéews., share their ideas and
enjoy facilities.

There was a temporary Fress
Club, Rotary Club, library and a
mosque. They had to be rear-
ranged and amalgamated with'
Shilpakala complex, and the
shopping centre. The existing
buildings were simply rear-
ranged. The buildings, though
modern, reflected a sense of re-
gionality. There were eleven

1 { buiidings. all double storted and

ifterconnected. The double sto-
ries were In keeping with the
scale of the "mufassil” area.
Shakila Khan's Apartment
Complex at Gulshan was an-
other absorbing entry. The
community facilities included a
club, shopping cenire and a
central plaza. The habitable
buildings were sprawled around
the central facilities. There was
a peripheral road which entered

underground parking level at
d#ﬂ:rr%t inlets. The interior

space was kept free of vehicular

lerrupted promenade. On'the
sotithern sides | Lthe blocks were
lower to allow the prevailing
wind to come in. These were
four storied houses. The twelve
storted ones were on the north
side. There were short term

1 | parking spaces on the surface

[or visitors. The mass model
was prepared with wooden
blocks, model papers., woollen
trees, beads.and foil paper. It
was aimed at the upper middle
class. The five types of flaty
were 1580 square feet, 1600
square feet. 2100 square feet,

the _

traffic mainly to create an unin-

by Fayza Haq

square feet. The area of the
projeci was |1 83 acres and
the density was 280 persons
per acre

The Bahai Tempie Complex
by Mehdi Masid Khan was an
other imeresting display The
specification by the client was
that the tempile should have
nine roads According to the
Bahai religgon, anvone from any
relighon could enter this temple.
It had kept in mind the tradi-
tional Indian architecture
There were nine squares with
the in the centre. which

was surrounded by a school, an -

auditorfum, a library, a re
search centre, a vocational
training institute, a clinic and
an old home, The area covererl
was 15 acres. The temple was
six storied to give monumental
ity. The other buildings were &i-
ther four or three stories high
There was no vehicular tralffic m
the complex. Mehdi had used
corksheet and wooden trees. In
the final form. the buildings
would be of bricks, while the
temple would be of concrete.
Shahar Milon Kendra.
Brahmanbaria, a civic centre by
Foyezuliah was socio-cultural
activity oriented. There was a
multi-purpose town-club. There
was a tefrace on top which
could house different activities.
Down below was the craft cen-

" tre. There was a public lbrary

with a children's torner. and a
small publication unit. There
was a small open air theatre,
and with it was a art
school. There was an Ustad
Alauddin Khan auditorium and
a puppet theatre as well. There
was also space for a permanent
exhibition. The model was made

of cork sheet. With air brush
spray different tones of brown
were obtained. There were
wooden trees and a glass pond
The area was 12.8 acres inchad
ing the lake

The Central Jail area devel-
opment by Abdus Salam Liten
had in mind that the jail would
be shifted from Ghazipur. There
would then be a huge gift of
land and that was what was
tackled in the project. Salam
had retained the original gate,
mosgue and the cefls where im-
portant pelitical prisoners were

kept. The portion towards new

Dhaka incorporated sotio-cul-
tural activities, while the part
leading towards Buri Ganga
catered for commercial funec-
tions' There was also an open
space. The site area was 30
acres while the built area was
three acres.

The Biplob Uddayan
Complex of Chitlagong was
done by Nasreen Hussain. The
plan was to incorporate the cen-
tre into the growing shopping
centre and also to maintain the
gravity of the centre itsell. There
was a museum for records of
the Liberation War and two
auditorfums. Nasreen Had also
shown how commercial activi-
ties could be activated without
letting - them encroach the
"uddayan”. The supporting so-
cio-cultural functions such as
the museum and auditorium
acted as buflers between the
commercial growth and the
"uddayan”.

Each design was supported
by a report which drew upon

Lhe existing body of knowledge.
and rationalized the parametres

and standards of design. and
deflined the programme.

“Chandpur Civic Centre” designed by Bayezid Ismail

Chowdhury,

1850 square feet and 2300

that you can buy a flat.
What you buy is not the
bricks and mertar of the flat
itself, but the right to occupy it
for a certain time. To purchase
the freehold of a flat is almost

a legal impossibility.

ITianut right to suppose

When you "buy a flat” you
obtain a lease. Sitting tenants
should note that the terms of
the leases they buy will, almost
certainly, not be the same as
the ones they have now. If the
landlord suggests you buy his
lease. ask him for a copy of the
document and take it to a so-
licitor first.

it is meost important that
you know what is in the lease,
for although you are proposing
to buy it, you will have to ob-
serve all the covenants in ft. It
is no use saying, "Oh. | own the
place now". All you own is the
lease, and you cannot shed any
of your responsibilities.

If you buy a long lease, you
are safer than if you have only a
monthly tenancy You may be
buying a much longer lease
than the average landlord
would grant to a rent-payer. If
the need arises, you can sell
the lease again, almost as e
as if you were selling a free
hold house. !

— Take Advice

Snags arise if the lease you
are offered is not a “head
lease” Many people have dis-
covered that the company or

- Buying a Flat

individual whom they had re-
garded as the owner of their
block of flats, and who is now
offering to sell them a lease, is
not the owner at all. In this
case, all he can offer is an un-
der-lease, Very often, even an
under-lease is satisfactory; but
do see your solicitor and take
his advice, or you may be faced
with really enormous liabilities.

Now comes the guestion :
you'd like to be the owner, but
whence is the money coming?
Do not depend on building so-
cieties, who are very chary of
making advances on blocks of
flats that are not new build-
ings, and they do not make ad-
vances for an under-lease.
Some insurance companies
will make a flat-purchase loan.
Your solicitor or estate-agent
may be able to arrange a sec-
ond mortgage for another 10
per cent of the sum. lf you
have ratsed a mortigage with an
insurance company. you will
have to sign a monthly

banker's order for the insur-
ance mortgage payment. There
will be two documents to sign
— one for the insurance
premium, and the other for
the interest on the loan Both
the premium and the interest
are allowances against your in-
come tax

An insurance mortgage may
bear a rather high rate of In
terest, but remember that this
rate is fixed for the whole
twenty or thirty years during
which you are paving back
Your solicitor charges al scaie
rate for approving the con
tract. investigating title and all

usual work. Be prepared. too
for a charge of ten guineas or
more for deducing the title to
the mortgagees, and for other

items.

— Solicitor’s Costs

When buying a house, you
pay only your own-costs, but
when buying a lease, some-
times the lessee has to pay the
solicitors' costs on both sides.
By prior private arrangement,
you may be able to avoid this. '

After you have bought the
lease, there will be no more
need to fear rent day as a
waste of money; every taka you
now pay will be savings. You
will, r, still have to pay
the ground remt, and perhaps a
service charge for keeping
gardens tidy. roof repairs, hot
water, light for passageways,
etc. There may. in addition. be
building insurance charges.

Some of your liabilities may
seemn irksome. but it is much
more fun to care for your own
flat than for one for which you
are paying rent.

— Questions Answered

Q. If the building were to be
pulled down would the flat
owner be compensated?

A. The owner of the free-
hold would, and the lease pur-
chaser would claim from him.

Q. Are you allowed to make
interior changes such as parti
tion walls?

A Not usually but this de-
perds on the |case

g Could the ground reni be
increased?

A Not notmally. as #t is &
Axed sum

G Does ground rent pay for
outside painting”’

A Noi usually
ers like tenants
their due share

Lease  hold
mus! pay



