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Israel, PLO sign partial
agreement on self-rule

CAIRO, Feb 10 I[srael and
the PLO have signed a partial
agreement on detalls of Pales

tinian sell-rule and Israeli
withdrawal from Gaza and
Jericho in the West Bank. re
ports Reuter

"We came feeling like

sphinxes and we leave feeling
like pyramids. We didn't know
what would happen and now
feel that something important
did happen.” Israeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres said in
a speech after the signing cer

Serbs reject
NATO ulttmatum

PALE, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Feb 10: Bosnia's Serbs today
rejected NATO's ultimatum to
end their siege of Sarajevo and
said their heavy weapons
would not be removed from
around the city, reports AFP.

"Despite this ultimatum, the
Serb artillery will not move an
inch." said their main spokes-
man, Miroslav Toholj. "We are
ready to retaliate.”

He called the NATO threat

GENEVA, Feb 10: Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic said on
Thursday his forces around
Sarajevo would implement an
agreement to withdraw its
artillery and put it under United

Nations control, reports Reuter.

to hit Serb positions with air
strikes If the artillery is not
pulled back within 10 days as
“a terrorist threat" and said
the Se_rhﬂ would respond "by
all means" to any attack.

"From the first air strikes,
war will spread throughout
Bosnia-Herzegovina and de-
generate into world war [I1.,"
he addl:d.

emony in the Egyptian presi
dential palace on Wednesday
night

"We could have game the
Bosnia way, to fight, shoot and
kill Instead we went our way
to agree (o find common
ground. to tell the Israelis and
the Palestinians that we are
serious and credible

It looks simple put it is
very difficult to depart from a
bitter past and offer a new
horizon. In this great city of
Cairo we made an |ncredible
step. a new future for the chil
dren of all of us

Palestine Liberation Organi
sation leader Yasser Arafat,
who signed with Peres in
Cairo, said the two documents
wernt an important step beyond
the self rule agreement signed
in Washington in September
but seme gaps still needed to
be filled in.

"We are sure we can create
a new era for our people. We
can say that Palestine and the
name of Palestine have re-
turned to the map of the
Middle East." he said.

US President Bill Clinton
welcomed the agreement as a
‘big milestone.”

Another report says I[sraeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
said today a full agreement
with the PLO on Palestinian
self-rule in Gaza and Jericho
will take another month.

In his first reaction to par-
tial Israeli-PLQ agreements on
security reached in Cairo late
on Wednesday, Rabin told
Israel radio the deal was "an
important step forward” to
implementing the declaration
of principles on Palestinian au-
tonomy signed in Washington
last September.

~ JS session adjourned

diedq. From Page 1 Col 8

Siraj, who had worked with
late Makhan closely during
their university days, de-
manded that the normal pro-

of the House be ad-
journed immediately to take an
obituary reference for the late
former MP.

He also demanded that the
government take necessary
steps to ensure a heroic burial
befitting a valiant freedom
fighter. |

At this stage Deputy Leader
of the House Professor Bad-
ruddoza Chowdhury took the
floor to support Siraj's views
and urged the chair to adjourn
the House as a mark of respect
to the departed leader. The
Deputy Leader also requested
the chair to allow 'some’
legislators of both the Treasury

and Opposition benches 'to say

a few words in honour of late
Makhan '

The Deputy Spcakl:r. who
was presiding over the sched-
uled question-answer session,

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
acting Chief Whip Mahbubul
Alam Tara, Civil Aviation and
Tourism Minister Abdul Man-
nan, Rahmat Ali of the Awami
League and Ebadur Rahman of
the Jatiya Party spoke on the
occasion.

Acting Chief Whip, express-
ing his shock at the untimely
death, recalled that Makhan,
who had been the General
Secretary of the Dhaka Uni-
versity Central Students Union
(DUCSU) during the mass-
upsurge in 1969, had an imp-
ortant role in hoisting the flag
of 'independent Bangladesh' in
the wuniversity premises on
March 23, 1971.

Rahmat Ali MP, recalling
Makhan's role in Agartala of
India in 1971, said that he
made very significant contri-

+ butions during the country's
‘nine-month liberation struggle

against Pakistani occupation
army.

"

Samad Azad, who met
Makhan behind bars following
the killing of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in mid August, 1975,
appreciated his (Makhan's)
‘'mental strength’ even in ad-
verse situations.

The Civil Aviation Minlét:r '

informed the House that he
had already directed the air-
port aluthorities to cooperate
with the friends and relatives
of late Makhan in receiving the
body. The body is scheduled to
reach the country on Monday,
the minister added.

The chair adjourned the
House after the special prayers
were made at 6 pm to resume
at 11 am Sunday.

- of cases

Donors favour reforms
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The reform programmes
may create hazards in some
., cases, but there is no alterna-
tive to going ahead with the
reform programmes for
reaching the cherished goal,
and it is essential to continue
the ongoing process, they
a .
They viewed that Bangla-
desh was undergoing political
and economic transition.
Establishment of pariamentary
democracy, ensuring rule of
law and other political reforms
have been possible due to con-
sensus between the opposi-
tion and the government par-
ties, they noted.

It is necessary to streng-
then the process of ective
consensus in the field of
economic reforms, the
resentatives said.

Expressing the govern-
ment’'s firm vow to continue
the implementation of the re-
form programmes, the Finance
Minister said for achieving
higher growth and alleviation
of poverty the reform pro-
grammes are essential.

A balance has been estab-

lished in the economy paving

the way for private investment.

The government will continue °

its efforts to eliminate the bar-

riers to private investment, he

saig,

e Finance Minister, who
is8 Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the World Bank

and IMF, sought cooperation of

all in forging consensus among

all groups which is needed for

creating a congenial atmo-
sphere of investment in the
country.

He informed the meeting

that steps had been taken to

overcome the weaknesses in

rep-

implementation of the Annual
Development Programme, as a
result of which investment in
the public sector will increase
rapidly. during the remaining
part of the current fiscil year.

He was responding to the
observations’ made in the
World Bank report on imple-
mentation of economic reform
programmes and the ADP,
which was presented in the
meeting in view of the ensur-
ing Aid-Group meeting in Paris
in April.

.The report termed the gow-
ernment plan of action in alle-
viating poverty and creating
employment opportunities as
appropriate. However, it no-
ted, the implementation of the

programmes is being r.ii:la}'ed

and hampered.
During the review meeting,

the World Bank representative
said Bangladesh had enhanced
self-reliance by ifcreasing do-
mestic savings during the last
three years. However, invest-
ment of this savings has been
slowed down by weaknesses in

S0 act:tnrs_
representatives of

dunur agencies ' commented
that the implementation of de-
velopment programmes was
not satisfactory during the last
fiscal year. Implementation of
the programmes during the
first six months of the current
fiscal year has not also shown
any sign of improvement, they
said :

The donors’ representatives
identified certain sectors wh-
ere implementation is very
slow.

They said mmtmr:nt in the
private sector was also not sat-
isfactory and gbserved if it did
not come forward, the desired
growih would not be achieved.
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| comity of nations we must er-

| liance.”

A rally against terrorism, organised by the Gano Forum in the city, marching towards
Parliament to submit a memorandum yesterday The processionists were mtfrf:epted and
stopped by police at the Bangla Motors crossing

~-Star photo

JU closed
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the Al-Beruni Hall

The university Syndicate
sesaion, that ended at 11 last
night. requested the authori
ties to cancel the bail orders of
the ‘terrorisis’ — those stu
dents against whom cases
were filed by the JU authori-
ties for their involvement in

the violence on the campus
last July.

Yesterday's session, held at
the residence of the Vice-
Chancellor, also demanded ar-
rests of all terrorists.

Immediately after the
Syndicate session, the
Bangladesh Chhatra League
BCL (M-I) and the Ganotantrik
Chhatra Oikkya brought out
processions on the campus
protesting the closure of the
university.

The closure, for the second
time in less than six ménths,
according to a campus source,
will benefit the local students
who had earlier enjoyed an
upper hand in the absence of
their rivals.

Meanwhile, the JU Teach-
ers’ Association (JUTA), in a
statement, deplored the filing
against 30 BCL [(M-])
and GCO leaders by the acting
VC.

A case was Jodged on
Wednesday with the Savar po-
lice against 30 students al-
legedly for ransacking the
residence of the acting VC.

The JUTA criticised the
acting VC for not taking any
legal action against the local
JCD men who ransacked the
univegsity central cafeteria on
Tuesday.

Makhan dead
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try's Liberation War.

He also played a vital role in
the mass upsurge in 1969
which overthrew the military
junta of President Ayub Khan.

Born in Brahmanbaria town
in 1947, Abdul Quddus
Makhan, was elected Member
of Parliament in 1973.

His body is eéxpected to
reach Dhaka on Monday morn-
ing (February 14). His namaj-e-
janaza will be held first in
Dhaka and then in
Brahmanbaria where he will be
buried at the famnily graveyard.

Makhan left behind his
mother, wife, a son, a daugh-
ter, six brothers, two sisters
and a host of relatives and

well-wishers to mourn his
death.

Condolences

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday expressed
deep shock and' sorrow at the
sudden demise of Abdul
Quddus Makhan.

In a condolence message
President Biswas expressed
his deepest sympathy to the
members of the bereaved fam-
ily and prayed for the salvation
of the departed soul.

Speaker

The Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad Shaikh Razzaque Ali
expressed profound.

He recalled the valuable
contributions made by late
Abdul Quddus Makhan during
the War of Liberation in 1971
and prior to that as a student
leader,

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday in a

message said the nation would
remember forever the contri-

bution of Makhan in the coun-
try's War of Independence.
The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her deep sympathy to
the members of the bereaved
family and prayed for the eter-

- nal peace of the departed soul.

Sheikh Hasina

Leader of the Opposition in |

Parliament and Awami League -
chief Sheikh Hasina expressed
her profound shock and said in”
his death the nation had lost a
'‘patriotic political leader’ while
her organisation had lost a
‘dynamic and tested or g
eikh Hasina said the na-
tion would remember for a
long time the contribution of

=] Makhan in pre-liberation stu-

dent movements, the educa-
tional- and democratic move-
ments of the Bengalees, the

] great liberation struggle and

the reconstruction of post-lib-
erated Bangladesh under the
leadership of Bangabandhu.

Import liberalisation
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Abdus Samad Azad spoke of
the need for further import lib-
eralisation for economic growth
in the country

Taking part in the debate,
Awami League's  Advisory
Council member A Sadeque
said local industrial units lke
cotton-textile and engineering
products had been seriously af-

fected by the Import liberalisa-

- tion programme.

He also suggested protecting
the small industries of the
country so that they could grow
enough to compete in the ex-
port market.

S Laufur Rahman, President
of the Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, ur
the government chart its reform
programme in line with the
policies adopted by the neigh-
bouring countries.

He said Bangladesh has very-

good potentials to export phar-
maceutical products, raw mate-
rials and engineering goods to
the neighbouring countries.

The country exported some
half a million electrie bulbs to
Pakistan last year, he informed.

However, he raised the
question whether Bangladesh
industries have the capacity to
cope with the expanded Indian
market.

Sohail Rahman, Chairman of
BEXIMCO, suggestkd setting up
a Venture Capital Fund and
decreasing the debt-equity ratio
for speedy investment in the
country.

Speaking on the recent
global trend, he said manufac-
turing as an activity was mov-
ing from the high-income coun-
tries to the low-income nations.

"This is an opportunity
which Bangladeshi entrepre-
néurs must avail," Rahman
said.

World Bank Resident Repre-
sentative Christopher Willo-
ughby lauded the financial
sector reform in the country
and said positive results would
be achieved soon.

He called for simplifying
corporate tax structure now im-
peding return.

Asian Development Bank
representative G Vander Linden
suggested that the decision-
making process in the com-
mercial banks be further decen-
tralised to help support invest-
ment process,

Bangladesh Employers'
Association President Manzur

Elahi said the activities of the
Customs Department should he
expanded and updated

Akbar All Khan, Chairman of
the National Board of Revenue
said that the remaining tax
anomalies would be removed
soon. He said more and more
people would be brought under
the tax net.

MIDAS D-rpuw Managing
Director Abdul Karim observed
that "industrial sickness syn-
drome” had discouraged many
potential entrepreneurs.

Amir hasru, member of
FParllament. while taking part in
the dialogue, felt the need for
rationalising tariff value care-
fully so that the entrepreneurs
were not affected.

Dr A R Khan. Chairman of
the Department of Economics.
the University of California at
Riverside, called for a compre-
hemnsive reformation of the
trade regulation for broad-
based industrialisation in the
COUNtry.

Chairman of the Board of
Investment Mustafizur Rahman,
Bangladesh Bank Governor
Khorshed Alam, former Home
Secretary Manzurul Karim,
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission Chairman Sultanu-
zzaman, Tariff Commission
Chairman Dr M K Alamgir,
BIDS Senior Research Fellow Dr
Zaid Bakht, Sonali DBank
Chairman Prof Igbal Mahmood,
Agrani Bank Managing Director
Mustafa Aminur Rasheed and
Dr Mustafizur Rahman, Faculty
of Commerce, Dhaka University
also took part in the dialogue.

Foggy weather

to continue

The foggy weather that per-
sisted for the last few days will
continue until the end of
February when the weather
will slowly start becoming war-
mer, reports LUUNB,

The transition from cold to
warm weather will be com-
plete in mid-March, Sajedur
Rahman, Deputy Director of
the Storm Warning Centre at
the Met office told last night.

Talking about the effects of
the foggy weather, he said that
the moisture on surface and
the atmosphere. caused the
fog for the last few nights
which hindered inland traffic
mevement because of poor
visibility.

. threats to

mndelntttﬂd in the lntalt Eid design, catwalh at I. |
fashion show at the Dhaka ‘iharlmn Hotel yesterday
— Star photo

PM gives away
certificates at
graduation

ceremony of
DSCSC

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia vesterday stressed
the need for optimum eco
nomic use nof available re
sources in view of the coun
Irv s resource constrainis, re

| ports UNB

“If we are to earn a place of
and honour in the

deavour hard to attain self-re
she added

The Prime Minister was
addressing the Graduation
Ceremony- 1994 of Defence

Services Command and Staff

College (DSCSC) at Mirpur in

the morni
Begum Zia pointed out that

poverty, disease malnutrition
natural calamities, population
iliteracy and environmental
hazards often pose greater
mankind than the
military problem

‘Now that you have attained
a measurable degree of excel-
lence both in knowledge and
skill through training here,
yvour countrymen will expect
you to work shoulder to shoul
der with them to combat these
challenges.” she told the grad-
uates.

Some 110 student- officers
of the 18th Army Staff Course,
|2th Naval Staff Course and
|4th Air Staff Course of the

 DSCSC including 30 overseas
students from China, India,
Kenya, Malaysia, Nepal,

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia., Sudan.
Turkey, Thailland, UAE. USA
and Zambia received certifi-

cates from the Prime Minister.
Commandant of the DSCSC

Maj Gen Mustafa Kamaluddin
also spoke at the function.

Elections of DU
bodies Sunday

By DU Correspondent

The elections of the teach-
€rs’ representatives to the
Dhaka University Syndicate,
the Academic Council and the
Finance Committee will be
held on Sunday.

The DU teachers from thr-
ee panels — White, Blue and
Pink — are contesting for six
posts each in the Syndicate
and the Academic Council and
one post in the Finance
Committee.

The White panel cuntcsted
_the Dhaka University Teachers’
 Association (DUTA) electiorf
from two separate panels lase
year. At that time, the Blué
panel nominees won most of,
the posts.

About 900 teachers of the
university are expected to vota
for electing their representa-
tives on Sunday's polls.
~ The Blue
for the Syndicate election are,

Professor M Mashihuzzaman, -

Dean of the Science Faculty,
Professor Abul Hossain, Pro-
vost of the Mohsin Hall, Pro-
fessor Abul Kalam Azad Chow-
dhury of Pharmacy
Hossain of Bio-Chemistry, Anis

| Ahmed of English, and Sazza

Halder of the Applied Physics
Department.

The White panel nominees
for the Syndicate election are,
Dr M Ershadul Bari, Dean -of
the Law Faculty. Professor
Jinnatunnesa Tahmida Begum,
Provost of the Rokeya Hall,
Professor A F M Yusuf Haolader
of Physics, M Saiful Islam “of
Bio-Chemistry, Dr Musleh-
uddin Ahmed Tareq of Public
Administration and Mizamur

Rahman ef the Marketing
epartment:

The Pink panel candidates
for the Syndicate election are,
Professor Aminul Islam. Dean
of the Arts Faculty. Professor
Syed Abul Kalam Azad, Provost
of the Sir A ‘F Rahman Hall,
Professor Saduddin of Socio-
logy, Rafiqunnabi of Fine Arts,
Ferdous Hossain of Political
Science, and Abu Musa Md Arif
Billah of the Urdu Department.

The Blue panel candidates
for the Academic Council- are,
Dr Galib Ahsan Khan of Philo-
sophy, Dr Shawkat Hossain of
English, Dr Borhanuddin Ah-
med of Statistics., Dr Shahid
Akhtar Hossain of Soil Science,
Shakhwatuzzaman of Fine Arts
and Ali Akkas of the Manage-
ment Department.

The White panel nominees
for the Academic Council are,
Dr Abul Bashar of Soil Science,
Dr M Ismail Hossain of Soll
Science, Dr Sirajul Islam of
Management, Dr Anwarul [s-
lam of Chemistry, Mahfuzul
Islamn of Islamic History, and
Afzal Hossain of the Marketing
Department.

The Pink panel candidates
for the Academic Council are,
Dr H K Shamsul Arefin of So-
clology, Dr Azizunnahar of
Philosophy, Dr Dalem Chandra
Barman of Political Science,
Zakir Hossain Bhuyan of Mar-
keting, Taufiqul Haider of Isla-
mic History and Mizanur Rah
man of the Marketing Depart-
ment.

Besides, Dr M A Mannan of
Management is competing
from the Blue panel for the
only post of the Finance Co-
mmittee while Dr Anwar Ho
ssain, Provost of Surya Sen Hall
from the White panel and A B
M Faruq of Pharmacy from the
Pink panel are competing for
the same past

panel candidates-

. Dr Anwar

“"aof Barisal

DHAKA

dﬁfgﬁt Fi]o

FRIDAY,

FEBRUARY 11,

GENEVA. Feh 10 The United Nations has agreed to set up
a commission of inquiry into last weekend s Sarajevo market

massacre clearing

ment that there

spokesman

the way for Bosnian peace talks to con
linue a conference spokesman satd today.

“There is agree-

should be a commission of inquiry.”
John Mills told journalists. He sald it would be a

new commission but declined to give further details. repnni‘

Revter

-
Bosnian peace talks stalled

GENEVA. Feh |10 Under the shadow of a NATO ultimatum
i Bosndan Serbs. a new round of Bosnian peace talks stalled
Thurasday while leaders of Bosnia s Muslims and Serbs traded
hiame for a bloody mortar attack on a Sarajevo market
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic refused to discuss any
sort of peace deal until Muslim-5Serb-UN commission was
named to investigate who fired the mortar round that killed
68 people Saturday The talks are stuck.” he told reporters

during a hunch break

reports AP
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for holding effective consulta
tion in the future and decided
not to formally felicitate the

new judges
Presided over by Kazi Golam

Mahbub. president of the asso-
ciation. the meeting was also
addressed by Barrister Syed
Ishtiague Ahmed., Khan Sha
fqur Rahman. Monirul Islam,
Shudhangshu Shekhar Halder.
MP, and Md Amirul Islam

The SC Bar, in another res-
olution earlier last week had
rejected the original appoint-
ments and urged the Chief
Justice not to administer ocaths
to the new judges. The revised
list contains two new ap-
pointees.

Meanwhile, a section of the
association's members felt that
yesterday’s resolution had bro--
ken with a long-standing con
vention of the Bar felicitating
newly-appointed judges.

They said the tradition or
convention of formally felicitat-
ing new judges — by the Attor-
ney General, as the Leader of
the Bar and the Bar Association
president — went as back as
1948 when the then Advocate
General of East Pakistan Sher-
e-Bangla A K Fazlul Haq. on
behalf of the Bar, congratulated
judges on their elevation to the
Bench. |

Some senior lawyers, talk-
ing to this correspondent on
condition of anonymity last
night, said yesterday's resolu-

S ]I'] . ’
LR
free British MPs
MOGADISHU, Feb 10:
Somali kidnappers freed Lwo
British members of Parliament
and a charity worker on

'I"l'm.u'sdaj,.r the British ,Foreign
Office said, reports AP.

AG resigns
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last night for his comments.

This was the third time that
Haq submitted his resignation
since being appointed Attorney
General by the caretaker gov-
ernment in 1991.

The immediate cause of
Haq's decision could not be
known. But the sources indi-
cated that Haqg's latest move to
guit follows the recent con-
troversy over giving the char-
ge of the office of Attorney
General to Additional Attorney

reneral Abdul Wadud Khan-
daker last month.

When contacted, additional
Attorney General Abdul Wa-
dud Khandaker told UNB last
night that he was appointed
Attorney General in addition to
his responsibilities with effect
from January 2 until further
order,

He said he was yet to re-
ceive any further order amend-
ing the earlier order. "Since
there is no further order, | am
holding the office (of Attorney
General)." Khandaker said.

Judges sworn 1n
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about 20 years while Moha-
mmad Nurul Islam was the
Solicitor and Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Law, Mohammad
Hamidul Hug, and M M Ruhul
Amin were the district "judges
and Jessore
respectively.

All nine have been ap-
pointed as Additional Judges
for a two-year term. After
completion of the two-year
term the Chief Justice will
have to recommend the nine
for their confirmation by the
President.

Meanwhile the Nationalist
Lawyers' Forum yesterday felic-
itated the newly-appointed
judges to the High Court.

Abdul Waduyd Khandker,
member-secretary, Nationalist
Lawyers Forum, in a state-
ment issued here yesterday,
expressed the Forum's sincere
gratitude to the President,
Prime Minister and the Chief
Justice for the appointment of
nine Additional Judges in the
High Court Division of the
Supreme Court, especially in
view of the increasing backlog
of pending cases

The Forum also expressed
its 'satisfaction for the timely
step’ taken by the Prime
Minister and the 'significant
role played by Justice T H
Khan, Convenor of the Forum
for resolving the problems re
lating to the appointment of
the nine Additional Judges a
press release said

SC Bar resolution

tion was virtually tantamount
to defiance of the accom-
plished fact. namely. the ap-
pointment of the judges in
consultation with the Chief
Justice and his giving oath to
the new judges. strictly in
keeping with the Constitution.

They viewed that the SC Bar
resolution was intended to
create new pressure on the
Chief Justice

They said it was unfortunate
and most ironic that the SC
Bar Association, which had
been campaigning to uphold
rule of law and the spirit of the
law, as well the convention of
comsultation between the Pre-
sident and the Chief Justice
regarding the appointment of
new judges, should itself break
a time-bound, noble tradition
dating back to nearly 50 years
which aimed at fostering
harmonious relationship bet-
weeni the Bench and the Bar.

Meanwhile, some members
also expressed their resent-
ment over the association's
resolution, adopted Monday
last, about issuing show cause
notices on Justice T H Khan, a
most senior and leading mem-
ber of the Bar and convenor of
the Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum,
and Additional Attorney Gene-
ral Abdul Wadud Khandaker
for, what the association clai-
med, their statement against
an earlier resolution of the SC
Bar association.

Mostafiz, Myanmar
" minister talk
Rohingya issue

Visiting Minister for Rail
Transportation of Myanmar U
Win Sein met Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman yes-
terday and discussed the
Rohingya refugee problem, re-
ports UNB.

The foreign minister said
Myanmar and Bangladesh are
very close ne urs and 'if
the refugees problem is solved
within the shortest possible
time it will serve the interest
of both the countries.’

Myanmar and Bangladesh
have remarkable cultural affirl-
ity and historical ties, Mostafiz
said during the meeting at his
office.

Sein hoped that the exist-
ing friendly and close relations
between the tweo .countries
woulld be further strengthened.

Jute growers’ rally
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Fabrics Project, she added.

Begum Zia said that the
agricultural sector had been
improved under the present
government. Waiving of taxes
and exemption of loans have
increased production taking
the country towards self-re-
liance in food, she said.

- The Prime Minister later
distributed high quality jute
seeds, fertilisers and other in-
puts among the jute growers.
She also distributed Taka
20,000 credit to flve under-
privileged farmers given by the
Association for Social Advan-
cement.

Begum Zia also went round
the stalls set up at the rally by
different organisations includ-
ing the Jute Directorate, Eaﬂg
ladesh Jute Mills Corporation,
Bangladesh Agriculture Deve-
lopment Corporation, Bangla-
desh Jute Research Institute
and BSCIC.

Irrigation, Water Develop-
ment and Flood Control
Minister M Majid ul Huq, Jute
Minister Hannan Shah, State
Minister for Science and
Technology Profl M A Mannan,
Whip Abdul Karim, Head of the
Commission of European
Community Micheal Duruiy,
jute growers' representative
Abdul Halim Nani, Jute Sec-
retary Abu Hena and the
Director General of the Jute
Directorate also addressed the

rally.
CHT clash
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February 24 in a bid to ensure
peaceful repatriation of Chak
ma refugees scheduled 1o
begin on February 15

The supporters of the PCF
had been agitating for the last
few days to foil the repatriation
of Chakma refugees (rom the
Tripura state of India accord
ing L0 sources

During today s violence, the
PCP supporters also set fire 1o
a bus and the hostels of
Khagrachhart college wit
nesses sabd



