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A Cherished Tradition

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

Intenur uf a book-stall with e:eeptmnal demratmn Photo: Imtiaz Beg

As traditions go, the annual Ekushey Boi
Mela at the Bangla hcademy premise is one
that never fails to create a wave of excitement
among us. After all, how many times do we get
a chance to browse among a sea of books
writien by our favourite and not-so-favourite
authors? Certainly not often in this city where
there is a great dirth of good libraries. For
book lovers, therefore. the 'boi mela' is
something close to paradise.

This year's 'boi mela’ boasts a dramatic
number of about 900 stalls! Whether this is a
good thing or not is, however, something to be
looked into more closely. Nearly nine hundred
stalls may be an impressive number
considering that last year's fair had half of this,
but one must not forget that only about 600 are
exclusively bookstalls. The rest have been
reserved for either food and every thing else
on earth — except books of course.

The stall owners are quite disgruntled by
this number. One can see why this is so. For
one thing, there are too many stalls in too little
space, giving the area a very cramped.
disorganized look. The -stalls are arranged in a
maze-like fashion so that one does not know
where the line begins and where it ends. This
leaves the possibiljty for many stalls at the end
of this maze, to be missed by visitors. Sales are
also suffering because of this. "Last year, when
there were fewer stalls, we sold many books,”
says a stall owner. a remark reiterated by many
others. "There are just tooc many stalls., and if
your particular stall ts buried at the back, then
nobody will come all the way to see your stall. "
says another stall owner.

Depressed sales make the stall rents seem
quite high for the participants in this book fair.
A large stall costs about Tk 5,000 for the whole
month, while the small ones cost Tk 3,000
each.

Another reason why sales have been
disappointing says, Bobby. in charge of a stall,
is because "people are not so interested in
ooks. they're more interested in the other
stuff outside”. This however does not mean
that there aren't enough visitors for the 600 or
s0 bookstalls arranged inside the Bangla
Academy compound. Thousands of people pour
in every afternoon after 3:00 pm when all the
bookstalls are open. The thing is that only 4
handful actually buy books. The rest have
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Temperature may fall

By Staff Correspondent:

Dr weather with a fair sky is likely to prevail over the

“other attractions to pursue.” Like watching
members of the opposite sex or not missing
the chance of bumping into celebrities like
Humayun Ahmed. Tasleema Nasreen. or even
perhaps Moushumi, the film actress whese
biography can be seen in some stalls.

The reluctance in buying books is also partly
due to the fact that many of these stalls offer
the same books. This gives the stalls a rather
generic appearance and leaves the potential
buyer in a state of confusion as to which stall
will have the particular book he wants. Why the
books are not sold only by their particular
publishing houses is a question that many
irritated visitors would like to know. In fact

* there are only a handful of stalls given by

publishing houses. The rest are either
bookshops or individual book collectors.

As far as appearances are concerned, most
of the stalls look very similar. Except a few
exceptions, 'Prakitojon,' for example, is a stall
that stands out in this faly. Made completely
with rough tree barks in the ceiling and walls,
with a bamboo floor, it symbolizes the stall's
name which means 'common man’ quite aptly.
A few other stalls have similar though not quite
as dramatic, themes of nature such as Biswa
Sahitya Kendra's straw roof and 'Sonar Bangla's
stall decorated with cane 'dalas’ (trays) and
jute sacks. 'Chetona’ is also quite unique,
decorated with a Shahid Minar painted against
a blue background all shredded into tiny bits of
paper. Another stall has decorated itself with
black school slates with Bengali alphabets and
numbers along with a kite.

Other stalls stand out for their curious and
sometimes incongruous names. There is
‘Dabba’ (which means faHure in colloquial
Banglal. named, according to the stall keeper,
after a popular place of ‘adda’ or gossip for
himself and his friends and to reflect their
current unemployed, frustirated, state. Then
there are names like Shamolina, Business
Study Club and 'Current Books' written in

. that will make many wonder how they
fit in with the ‘Ekushey February' theme.

Although the Ekusher Boi Mela has its flaws,
it gives a rare opportunity to any book lover, To
be immersed (almost literally speaking) in
thousands of books in one's mother tongue is

that is a rare treat-for any Bangalee.
Let this wonderful tradition never cease to exdst.

Clarification
of DESA

Dhaka Electric Supply
Anthority (DESA) issued a
handout clagifying its position

regarding power interruptions
in greater Dhaka area including
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country in the next 24 hours commencing from 6:00 am
today (Friday)

The Met Office forecasts. night temperature may fall by
one (o two degrees Celsius over the country

The country's highest temperature of 28.2 degrees Celsius
was recorded in Teknal and the lowest of 11.3 degrees
Celsius was recorded in Dinajpur yesterday

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and
relative humidity recorded in some major cities and towns of
the country yesterday were.

Cities /Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degrees Celsius percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 25.3 13.6 85 53
Chittagong 26 8 15.1 90 81
Rajshahi 24 8 11.5 C 65
Khuina 26.2 156 86 69
Barisal 26.2 16.0 94 62
Sylhet 23.8 15.2 96 64
Dinajpur 22 4 11.3 B4 81

We are open from 21st January 94

Eww ons doss bui
lfﬂobody doss like s

New Avenue for Tailoring and Fabrics.
We are now at 4 Kamal Ataturk Avenue
Banani, Dhaka

Fop's (Pvt.) Ltd.
Mom s woss

the city and news items pub-
lished in different newspapers
in* this regard during the last
few days. reports BSS

According to the handout the
average daily power demand in
DESA area is about 540
megawatt (MW)

Recently a few power gener-
ating stations have gone either
out of order or put to emergency
repair and maintenance works.

This has resulted shortage in
power generation and thereby
DESA is recetving 60 to 100 MW
less power compared to its ac-
tual everyday demand

Under the circumstances
DESA is forced to impose load
shedding which is the main
cause of power interruptions in
the above areas

It is expected that power
supply to DESA area shall in
crease and the situation will be-
come normal within next few
days

DESA deeply regreis the
lemporary inconveniences cau
sed to the consumers

Akbar tells JS

80 pc of planted
saplings survive

Eighty per cent of
3.4]1 57 537 saplings planted
at governmerni level in the
country in 1992 have survived
Environment and Foresl
Minister Akbar Hossain toid
the Jattya Sangsad yesterday
reports BSS

Replying to a gquestion from

Shah Hadius Zaman (AL
Jessore) the minister said
during 1993 4. 15 37 046

saplings were planted at the
government level against the
target of 4 15 crore

The government has allo
cated Taka 34 crore |] lakh
and 38 thousand under lree
plantation programune for the
cusTent year

Metrepolitan

Noman tells werkshep

Stei)sundertakentomake

women self reliant

CHITTAGONG. Feb
Minister for Fisheries and
Livestock Abdullah-Al-Noman
today said that the government
had undertaken various pro-
grammes in line with strate-
gies adopted at Nairobi confer-
ence to make the women self-
reliant, reports BSS.

He was speaking as the
chief guest at the inaugural
ceremmony of a workshop on
'equality, development and
peace for the advancement of

women' held today here at w

local hotel.

The Department of Women :
Affaire with the courtesy of -

United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) organised
the day-long workshop. Forty
representatives. from different
government and non-govern-
ment organisations took part
in it.

The state minister-in-char-
ge of the Ministry of Women
Affairs Sarowari Rahman also
spoke on the occasion as the
special guest.

Secretary of the Ministry of
Women Affairs Md Enamul Hug
presided.

Joint Secretary of the
Ministry of Women Affairs
Sirajuddin Ahmed, assistant
resident representative of the
UNDP at Dhaka Sophic De
Laen also spoke on the occa-
sion.

The State Minister said the
main objective of this work-

shop was to identify the prob-

lems and find out solutions of
womenfolk with regard to

their participation in govern-
ment development pro-

Similar workshop will be
organised at Khulna and
Rajshahi followed by National

Workshop at Dhaka to analyse
the

them at the Beijing confer-
erice to be held in 1995,

Biswas, Khaleda

greet Iranian
President

. President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday felicitated
Iranian President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani on the oc-
casion of the National Day of
Iran, reports UNB.

In a message to Rafsanjani,

President Biswas hoped that
the existing bilateral relation

between the two countries
would grow further.

Prime ‘- Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has also

President Ali Akbar Huhemi

Refsanjani in another

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her confidence that
the existing bonds of friend-

" ship and cooperation between

the two countries would be
further strengthened. '
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32 arrested on

various charges

- Police rounded up 32 people
from different parts of the city
in the last 24 hours, reports
UNB. '

problems of women and -
formulate strategies to place
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Thousand miles
away from home
Amma & Baba
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& HAPPY MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY &

Syed Ziauddin & Shahnaz Kausar

from Pappu

A sequence of drama Bahaman staged at the Centrll
Shaheed Minar by Bangladesh Theatre yesterday in

observance of Amar Ekushey.

— Star photo

Bulgarian envoy
presents

credentials

The newly-appointed Bulga-
rian Ambassador to Bangla-
desh., Dimitar Alexiev Bojilov,
presented his credentials to
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban yester-
day. reports UNB.

Accepting the credentials,
President Biswas hoped that
both countries would make all
out efforts for increasing the
level of economic co-operation
and volume of trade for thefr
mutual benefit

He said Bangladesh and
Bulgaria share views on many
regional and international is-
sues and "we're watching with
interest the socio-economic
improvements in Bulgaria "

The President mentioned
about the success of the demo-
cratic government of Bangla
desh in achieving significant
progress in food production,
foreign exchange balance, ex--
port eagnings and in control-
ing the inflation

Presenting his credentials,
Ambassador Bojilov said that
the existing co-operation be-
tween the two countries would
develop and strengthen for
promoting .peace, prosperity
and more economic relation.

Earlier, on arrival the envoy
was given a guard of honour by
the President Guard Regiment.
He took salute and inspected
the guard

Friday
Morning session
8.00 Opening announcement

Al Quran
Programme summary
8.10 News in
8.15 Alor Dishari
8.40 Sikkha dikkha
9.00 Cartoon show: The
Amazing
10.00 News in English
10.05 Moner Mukurey:
Ayomoy (13th episode)
11.15 Film show: Tarzan
11.40 Prescription
11.55 Documentary: images
12.30 Clolln‘ of morning
3.00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
Progr summary
3.15 Cartoon -
Mutant Ninja Turtles
3.40 Movie of the week:
The Witness
..5.10 News in Bangla
5.25 Sports programme
7.00 Open University
7.25 Malancha
B.0O0 News in Bangla
8.30 Comedy series: Peffect
Strangers
9.05 Magazine:
Manobadhikar
10.00 News in English
10.30 Drama Serial: LA Law
11.30 Khabar/The News
| 1 40 Tomorrow's
programme
SUTTUTIATY

11 45 Closing
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INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY, BANGLADESH (1UB)|

(Authorised under the Private University Act 1992)

SPRING SEMESTER COMMENCES: IN MID-MARCH

-
-

A two-day ranger council of the Bangladesh Girl Guides was
inaugurated at s national headquarters in the city yes-

lerday

— Star photo

Applications are invited for
admission into B.A/B.Sc.Hons.

(00 Business Administration
(Marketing, Finance, Accounting

international Economics,

American visiting Professors.

Management Science |
Collaborstion with a large number ‘

of foreign universities secures 1 Computer Sclence, Business
standards and aliows wide options informatics

for students (o study abroad
st any slage.

4-year undergraduate degrees in
fieids matching with the fast growing
international job market.

Q0 Environmental Management

(Population & Community Health,
Environmental Economics)

Curriculum approved by

the University Grants Commission
Prospect of early graduation for .
ambitious students. Minimum eligibility:

1) HSC (with one first division In HSC or $8C), OR
Full tuition scholarship to 2) GCE In six subjects with minimum 2 subjects
students on Boards’' merit lists,

st A - Lovel or 11+ and SAT, OR
o deserving others.

4) Amencan High School diploma squivaient
Application Last date: 24 February 1994
For application form (TK.350/-) and enquiry:

Admission Counsellor,
Business Office:118F, Road One, Banani, Dhaka. Tel 604129 602086
Campus Plots 3 & 8, Road 10, Bandhara, Dhaka. Tel.601073 Fax: 880-2-883959




