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JS debate on new judges

From Page 1 Col 7
relating to such ap pointments
had been violated arwd said the
controversy has almost come to
an end following the Prime
Minister s thinely inte rvention

Professor Chowdhury ob-
served that the Speaker could
suspend the discussicon until
Thursday (today)

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Sama«! Azad
then stood to express his dis-
agreement with the views .of the
Deputy Leader of the Hous® and

demanded an immediate dis-
cussion.
Azad, refetring to the

Information Minister s state-

ment in the House, made on
Saturday, said the mimister hiad
attacked the Chief Justicat's
role and his colleagues in the
Opposition had submitted
notices for discussion on the
said remarks.

Later, Works Minister
Barrister Rafigul Islam Miah
stood to inform the House that
a fresh Irst of nine persons has
already been prepared. in con-
sultation with the Chief
Justice, for appointing them as
additional judges and the Chief
Justice is supposed to admin-
ister the *oaths to them

Thursday moming.
The j:mrks minister also

reminded the House that it
was a BNP government,
headed by late President Ziaur
Rahman, which had intro-
duced the provision for consil-
tation between the Chief
Justice and the President in
the latter's exercise of control
over the persons employed in
the judicial service, especially
in the cases of their posting,
promotion and discipline. On
the other hand, it was the AL
which had deleted the consti-
tutional provision for making
appointments of the judges
after prior consultation with
the Chief Justice. :

Turning to the Jatiya Party
(JP), the works minister said
 during the Ershad regime the
Chief Justice was never con-
sulted. "Rather, one Chief
Justice had come to know
about his own dismissal while
he was in the court room,"
Rafig pointed out.

JP leader Barrister Moudud
Ahmed took the floor to
protest the Works Minister's
remarks, saying Chief Justice
Kemaluddin Hossain had lost
his job during the Martial Law
regime of General Ershad.
"The JP had nothing to do
with_ his dismiissal because the

party was yet to be born at the
time,” Moudud retorted

Mohammad Nasim,
Opposition Chief Whip. echo-
Ing Moudud's views, told the
House that his party was now
ready to restore the original
Constitution (1972] of the
country for ensuring an inde
pendent judiciary.

Salauddin Kader Chowdhury
of the NDP, referring to news-
paper reports that the lawyers
had asked the Chief Justice
not to administer oaths to the
newly-appointed judges. said
the natton wanted “rule of law
not the rule of lawyers ~

Earlier Information
Minister Barrister Nazmul
Huda and Education Minister
Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar
while replyving to the
Opposition criticism that the
BNP had appointed their own
men as judges, said il was not
important who had been ap-
pointed.

"What is important in this
regard is whether the persons
fulfil the qualifications, laid
down in the Constitution, to be

ju ¢ ministers argued. |
dmﬂs who took part in the |

deliberations included Rashed
Khan Menon, Suranjit
Sengupta, Shahjahan Siraj,
Sheikh Anser Ali, Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim and
Shudhangshu Shekhar Halder.

After the long discussion
was over, the Speaker told the
House that he needed the
opinion of the JS Business
Advisory Committee to decide
whether a discussion on the
matter was necessary. .

The advisory committee

meeting 1is scheduled for
Friday. :
However, the Chair ad-

journed the sitting, before tak-
ing up yesterday's order of the
day, at 9 pm to resume again at
4:30 this afternoon.

45 pc living below
poverty line

By Staff Correspondent

Some 45 per cent of the
country's population were liv-
ing below the poverty line ac-
cording to a 1992 statistics,
State Minister for Planning
Abdul Moyeen Khan informed
the House yesterdhy.

The percentage was 82.7 in
1974 and 72.9 in 1982, he
said in reply to a question from
Abdul Awal Miah of the Awami

League.

_Interview with Guj ral

FrnmPaQeICulal

the revenue earnings, if you
extend this facility.” .
Gujral felt that transit facili-
ties, if extended to India
through river and rail routes,
‘would help -us get closer to

"Let Bangladesh calculate
how much it can augment its
income through giving port
and transit facilities., You defi-
nitely can demand from us the
rates that you want. However,
you have every right to deny us
the facilities, which you have
done till now.

Gujral felt that -efforts
should be made by Bangladesh
to reduce the trade imbalance
with India by not only allowing
port and transit facilities but
also liberalisjing trade and al-
lowing Indian venture capital
in the country.

He asked: "If you can allow
money. from Washington and
Tokyo, why not from Delhi and

Dhaka?" He, however, quickly

added: "Don't allow the goods
to come which will harm your
economy, and you must find
more things that you can sell
to India."

A member of the Rajya
Sabha and chairman of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Commerce and
Textiles, Gujral informed this
that correspondent when he
was External Affairs minister

he had made three suggestions -

related to utilisation of
Bangladesh's natural gas for
narrowing the trade dcﬂcit
with his country.

The suggestions that he had
Inal:le on behalf of the Indian

govérnment and which he
thought were still valid . were to-
sell natural gas to India; or to
set up gas-utilised electricity
generation plants from which
surplus electricity could be
sold to India or, thirdly, to set
up petro-chemical complexes,

* including fertiliser factories,
from where the excess pro-
duction would be purchased by
his country.

According to Gujral, indus-
trialisation required two things
— infrastructure and invest-
ment — and India, he said, was
willing to provide capital, en-
ter into joint ventures and go
into long-term arrangements.

Asked again, if these condi-
tions were linked with the so-
lution of the water problem
and other issues, Gujral
replied: "These never were

- conditions but suggestions”

and admitted frankly that
"outstanding issues are inter-
linked in their totality."

Asked about the Indian po-
litical scene, I K Gujral said
that it was undergoing a major
change and the backward
communities were now finding
a role in the power base. He
also said that the Muslims
were much more politically
assertive than before. .

He said that the attempt to
broaden the power base by in-
volving
and classes was initiated by the
Janata Dal.

- "V P Singh and the party
haﬂ to pay the price for it. But
defeat and victory is part. of the
democratic process. We are
taking lessons from our defeat
and certainly the process has
not ended.”

all the communities _

Saifur talks to donors

From Page 1 Col 7

has made the right moves, they
are slow and few have actually
been implemented. Lack of im-
plementation of policy decisions
for deregulation and liberalisa-
tion has raised questions in the
minds of private entrepreneurs
about the sincerity of the gov-
ernment’'s commitment to pri-
vate sector development. Thus,
in today's meeting, the Finance
Minister is likely to be re-
quested by the donors to spell
out his plans to speed up re-
form. With the Bangladesh Aid
Consortium meeting only’
months away on the one hand,
and'the domestic criticism of re-
forms by a section of people on
the other, Saifur Rahman has a
tight-rope walk to perform.

In an interview with The
Daily Star, appearing elsewhere
on this page, the Finance
‘Minister has said that the cur-
rent stagnancy in the economy
is not due to his reform pro-
grammes but due to the inabil-
ity of"several line ministries to
implement their respective de-

_¥velopment programmes.

L]

In 1992-93 actual invest-
- ment by all ministries and their
agencies totalled Taka 7000
crore even-though enough for-
eign and local. resources for
Taka 8650 crore investment

were avallablé. Projections on
the basis of performance in the
first half of the current fiscal
year indicate that the same
failure is likely to be repeated

this year.

This extraordinary failure in
implementation of the annual
development programme has
robbed the economy of much
needed stimulus. Donor repre-
sentatives fear that the current
rivalry between different cadres
of the civil service will cause the
situation to deteriorate further.

A senior ERD official has
said that today's meeting is part
of the regular discussion be-
tween the government and
Consortiumm Members. He de-
nied a report that the World
Bank's team to prepare the re-
port for the next Consortiums
‘Meeting is visiting Dhaka and
will attend the meeting.

on domestic routes. The picture was taken yesterday.

STOL service

From Page 1 Col 7

to bring STOL aircraft
Dhaka.

But the companies have de-
clined to bring any aircraft
withqut completion of all the
formalities for stating the op-
eration.

"We can bring the aincraft at
seven days notice but the au-
thorities must ensure all the
facilities needed for the ser-
vice," an executive of a li-
censed company told The Daily
Star.

He said the company ex-
ecutives had checked all the
proposed airstrips and noticed
lack of necessary facilities.

"We are not planning to
open a Dhaka-Chittagong bus
service. It is a highly sophisti-
cated sector of transport
which needs special precau-
tions,” the executive said re-
questing anonymity.

The authorities
opened Lamonirhat,
Samseer Nagar in
Ishurdi, Comilla and
gaon for STOL service.

The company executive said
"We need all the facilities that
Biman Bangladesh Airlines has
been getting from the CAAB for
its domestic operation.”

The runway, the radio
equipment, security of the air-
craft, surveillance system for
the passengers, rescue back-
up for possible accidents, fire
fighting facilities, cleaning of
runways are the primary needs
for an air service operation.

"We can not take any risk
without adequate back-up facil-

ities,” he said.
The CAAB has, in the

meantime, solved the fuel (jet
A-L) problems and conveyed it
to the companies.

The companies also ques-
tioned why the authorities had
selected Tejgaon Airport for
STOL services while Biman has
been operating from the
Kurmitola Airport where all
the facilities exist.

"If a transit passenger wants
to avail the STOL service he
has to go to anether airport.”
one official of another company
said.

He said that the minister
should intervene to resolve all
the problems. He declined to

lvc any tentative date of
aunching of the operations by
saying "We wil] start soon after
the CAAB ensures all the facili-
ties."

No plan to set up
ties with Taiwan

The government has no
plan to establish diplomatic re-
latipn with Tdiwan, the foreign
minister told Parliament yes-
terday, reports UNB.

Replying to Prof Rafiqul
Islam (AL), Foreign Minister A
S M Mostafizur Rahman said
diplomatic link with Taiwan is
not favourable for Bangladesh
at this stage for political rea-
SOMS.

JU campus
From page 1 Col 5

At around 11 am yesterday.
the 'local’ faction of the JCD —

to

initially
Barisal,

Sylhet,
Thakur-

comprising students of the °
| Savdr area — brought

militant procession on the
campus. According to wit-
nesses, some 10 shots rang out

F and several crackers were ex-

ploded by the processionists in
front of the police.

The rally created panic
among the general residential
students who were seen taking
shelter on the dormitory
roofs. Many students have al-
ready left the campus appre-

hending fresh violence.
Meanwhile, the JU

Teachers' Association [JUTA)
has decided to cooperate with
the Acting VC temporarily sus-
pending their earlier an-
nounced action programme in
view of the situation on the
campus.

The JUTA, at a meeting
held with its president Dr Abu
Saeed Khan in the chair, how-
ever, gave the Acting VC Prof
Abul Hossain an ultimatum to
solve the problem 'by this

Mo =
?hn:ictmg Vice-Chancellor

has summoned an emergency
meeting of the Syndicate at
4:30 this afternoon to discuss
the prevailing situation.

out a -

1 Che Daily Star

A terminal building is bemg constructed at the city s old Tejgaon Airport for the STOL se;':rnca

— Star photo

‘Hanif consolidates lead
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following a Writ filed with the
High Court by the BNP
commissioner candidate of
Ward No. 59 Abul Ahsan (Noni)
Talukder challenging the
cancellation of results of the
DU centres by the Election
Commission.

As per the Dhaka City Cor-
poration Ordinance, the Elec-
ton Commission will announce
the official results of the DCC
polls after completion of re-
polling in those three centres
at the DU.

Riot police and the paramili-
tary Bangladesh Rifles guarded
the 130 polling booths as voters
turned up enthusiastically to
exercise their right of franchise.

At some centres, the law-en-
forcing personnel outnumbered
the voters while ‘maintaining
peace and disclpline.
Magistrates were deputed at all
the centres toe ensure free and
fair polling.

Police manned barbed-wire
barricades on several roads to
divert” vehicular traffic in the
Siddiq Bazar area to allow only
the voters into the centres.

At the Meradia Primary
School centre, police were seen
using loudspeakers to warn
against any attempt to rig the
polls. .

All shops in the area were
closed. Seventeen people were
arrested from several polling
stations under Lalbagh, Kotwali
and Mohammadpur thanas for
violating election rules. They
were given punishments after
summary trials. Besides,
Mohammadpur Police also de-
tained three people after re-
covering three live crackers
from their possession. They
were arrested from near the

- Shia Mosque of Mohammadpur.

Repolling was held at the fol-
lowing centres: Centre 216 at
Haji Ainunnessa Hafizia Islamia
Madrassah, Meradia and cen-

Party this aft

tres 217 and 218 at the Meradia
Government Primary School, in
Ward 26,

under Sabujbagh

Thana; centre 387 and 388 of

Ward-46
Thana: centre 399 at the
Gajmahal Governmert Primary
School of Ward 48 under
Dhanmondi Thana; centres 509
and 510 at the Lalbagh
Community Centre; centres 513

"and 514 at the Alhaj Anwar

Hossain Government Primary
School; centre 515 and 516 at
the Lalbagh 'Government
Primary School. Jagannath
Saha Road of Ward-60; centres
924 and 525 at thé Azimpur
Girls’ High School. centres 528
at Little Angels, Azimpur of
Ward-62; centres 546 and 547
at the Hajl Ibrahim Al
Government Primary School,
Islambagh of Ward-65; centres
584 and 585 at the Siddiq
Bazar Community Centre, Kazi
Alauddin Road, centre 586 at
Siddiq Bazar Primary School of
Ward-70 under Kotwali Thana;
centre 641 at the Rokanpur
Girls’ Primary School of Ward-
78 under Sutrapur thana; and
centres 729, 730, 736 and 737
at the Hajera High School,
Jurain of Ward-90 under
Deémra thana.

Sec 144 to avert
clashes at

Hathazari College

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 9: Jatiya
n could not
hold its scheduled meeting on
the Hathazari College campus
as the district administration
imposed Section 144 there
fearing outbreak of violence.

Earlier both the JP and the
BNP called party meetings at

'the same venue at 3:00 pm to-

. under Mochammadpur

[ — e

Interview Wlth Saifur

From Page | Col 4
raised during the campaign. |
have not read anywhere in the
newspapers that that issue
had ever been raised.”

The economic issue was not
a factor in the 4,500 union
council polls, 72 municipal
elections, the dozen or so par-
liamentary bye-elections and in
the city corporations polls in
Khulna, Rajshahi and
Chittagong held since the BNP
government took over, he con-
tended.

The Finarrce Minister then
went on to ask: “Now. what
had gone wrong here [(in
Dhaka) during the city corpo-
ration elections?”

He identified the primary
reasons as lack of a coordi-
nated effort on, the part of the
people who were entrusted
with the election campaign to
support the mayoral candidate.

He also agreed with the
assessment made by the BNP's
ma candidate Mirza Abbas
himself at the parliamentary
party meeting on Tuesday; that
the debacle was due to organi-
sational weaknesses; people
who worked for the commis-
sioner candidates did not work
for the mayoral candidate; the
voting hours being 7 to 3 pm
instead of 8 to 4 pm; a poor
turnout at thé Sher-e-Bangl-
anagar meeting before the
election and because of the
lack of cooperation from peo-
ple who were involved in the
campaigning.

None of thl: assessments
made at Tuesday’'s meeting, he
noted, mentioned anything
about the reform programmes
being a contributing_ factor.
“But now the reforms are be-
ing made a scapegoat to put
back the programme”. -

There are some people, he
said, who have all along op-
posed the reform process be-
cause the rent-seeking ele-
ments are no longer there in
the economy as a result of the
reforms. Rahman added that a
"concerted action by certain

¢ who oppose the re-
forms" is on to slow down the
process.

Responding to cﬂucimn

| that the retrenchment initia-

tives have also had a negative
impact on the elections, the
minister said the retrench-
ment programme is a voluntary
one and a lump-sum amount is
also given to those who opt for
it. The government has also
initiated a loan scheme to en-
able them to-start up their own
business ventures.

Acknowledging that the
initial stages of the reform
process may have been hard on
some people he, however, dis-
agreed with the notion that he
had pushed it through too
quickly, saying that the pro-
cess has its own pace.

On the poor micro-eco-
nomic performance, he said it
depends on the private sector,
which is not coming up with
investments, and the line
ministries, which are very slow

in implementing the devel-
opment projects.

Rahman made a clear dis-
tinction between the role of
the Finance Minister — to cre-
ate the right type of economic
environment — and the line
ministries.

Quoting a report, to be pre-
sented at a meeting with the
representatives of the donors
today, he termed the imple-
mentation of projects in the
line ministries as ‘miserable
and depressing’.

~ About the foreign exchange
reserve of about seven months’
worth of imports, the minister
said it is not that high, as per-
ceived, because with the cur-
rent account convertibility, the
country needs to maintain a
reserve of at least six months'
worth of imports.

Rahman also criticised the
banks for the slow process of
loan disbursement and for the
poor loan recovery pro-
grammes. “There are lot of ir
regularities in the recovery
process and the banking divi-
sion of Bangladesh Bank is
looking into it.”

However, he added that the
banks have sanctioned Tk 560
crore of term loans upto
December last while agricul-
tural loans increased by 58 per
cent compared to the same
period of 199293

Army Service Core
to be modernised,
says Khaleda

KHULNA. Feb 9 Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said here today all efforts
would be made to modernise

; | | the Army Service Core [ASC|

and asked the members of the
core to dedicate themselves to
the service of the nation. re-
ports BSS

Addressing the comman
ders and senior officers of the
ASC at the Jahanabad Canton-
ment here. she said each
member of the army is pledge-
bound to the nation and urged
them to discharge their duties
perfectly to build a beautiful
country

Earlier. the Prime Minister
addressed the "darbar” of the
Army Service Core and said
the main responsibility of the
army is to safeguard the coun-
trys independence and
sovereignty

But the members of the
army. she said. are also work-
ing shoulder to shoulder with
the commonman and standing
by their side in time of crisis
and disasters.

Oaths to judges

From Page 1 Col B

- with the Chief Justice regard-

ing the appointments and
concerning the background of
two of the nominees an-
nounced originally.

Two of the new promotees
to the Bench in the fresh list
are Hamidul Hugq (District
Judge. Barisal) and Ruhul Amin
(District Judge, Jessore)

The seven other judges are:
Mohammad Asaduzzaman, Bar-
at-Law, Mohammad Nurul
Islamm, Solicitor {Joint Secr-
etary). Ministry of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs, Kaz
AT Monowaruddin, Bar-at-Law,
Mohammad Fazlul Haque, Bar
at-Law, M Bazlur Rahman
Talukdar, Advocate, Supreme
Court, Syed Amirul Islam, Bar-
at-Law, and Mohammad
Tofazzal [slam, Bar-at-Law.’

According to informed
sources, the revised list of
judges which was announced
yesterday was earlier settled
on Sunday last during a meet-
ing between the Chief Justice
and a cabinet minister and
governmeryl emissary Justice T
H Khan. On the basis of that
settlement the meeting’ be-
tween the President and the
Chief Justice took place on
Monday. And this was followed
by a Supreme Court Bar
Association delegation calling
on the President and
Prime Minister separately,
paving the way for a resolution
of the crisis.
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Italy for diplomatic drive
to end war in Somalia

ROME. Feb 9

ltaly said on Tuesday the United Nations
mission im Somalia faced collapse and called for a

tic

drive hefore Western troops pull out at the end of March to
prevent all-out clan war Defence Ministé®® Fabio Fabbri aiso
said Italy was sending a naval task force to Somalia and
putting warplanes on standby to cover the withdrawal of its

own troops, reports Reuter

Poll says Americans support

WASHINGTON, Feb 9 . A poll said Wednesday that most

Americans would

allied air strikes against Serd forces

attacking Sarajevo and pearly half would support sending
- ground treops to try to stop the fighting in former Yugoslavia.
The ABC News poll was released before a UN commander in
the embattied Bosnian capital said Serbg agreed to withdraw
their heavy weapons from around the city and put them under

UN momnitoring. reporis AP

Anti-Terrorism Law

723 held in 6 months,

Minister tells JS

By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury yesterday informed
Parliament that 723 people
had been arrested under the
Anti-Terrorism Law across the
country in six months till
December last vear

But he dismissed an oppo
sition allegation that anti ter

. rorism laws were being used to

harass the political opponents.
‘Every one is egual before

.' law,” Matin Chowdhury said in

reply to a guestion from Abul
Kalam Azad of the Awami
 League. The new Act of
. Parliament has actually helped

l curb terrorist activities in the
| country. he said.

. Terrorism Act,

. Out of the total number of

cases filed under the Anti-
investigations
into 48 cases have been com-

| pleted while six cases are now
" under investigation. the minis-

ter added. He also gave a dis-
trict-wise break-up of the
CASes.

The AL MP alleged that the
disposal of the cases under the
Anti-Terrorism Act was being

delayed.
Ansar and VDP -

In a written answer o am-
other question, the Home
Minister said, 11 retired army
personnel “were working in
different capacities in the
Directorate of Ansar and VDP,

Accident
Replying to a question from
Niamatullah (Dhaka-12). Matin
Chowdhury said. 177 accidents
had occurred on the  Dhaka-
Aricha Highway from January

1. 1993 to the first week of
February 1994.

The Home Minister !
that during the year l%
Bangladesh Rifles, BDR, af
the Indian border security
forces, BSF. had clashed
twelve -times in different sec
tors of the frontier.

He did not elaborate as

there was no supplementary
guestions relating to this mat-

ter.
Police Recruitment

in reply to_a , the
minister said that lilll.‘.l!
January 1, 1991, some 598
Sub-Inspectors and 6,999 con-
stables have been recryited in
the Police _

Thirty-eight Assistant
Police Supers were also re-
cruited during the period.

Wine traders

Abdul Matin Chowdhury
said in reply to another ques-
tion that there are 330 li-
censed wine shops in the
country.

Minister telis JS

2038 prostitutes
held in ’93

By Staff Correspondent
Some 2,938 floating prosti-
tutes were arrested from in

and around t'h.: Dhaka city
during 1993, 'of which . Eﬁld
were put on trial and pun-.
ished, Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury informed

The leading bank

When NBL came into being in 1983

it had one philosophy—

Its 53rd branch goes into operation from today, ‘
the 10th February 1994 at Chapai Nawabganj.
4 more branches wil be opened soon at
Blmw{phakaj, Pahartali (Chittagong), Bhola and Jhalokathi .

L ]

National Bank Ltd.

A Bank for performance with potential

Parliament yesterday.

to provide a little extra to its.clients.

To look for opportunities where none existed. [
And tumn these opportunities into profitable ventures.
Today NBL has grown to become
one of the fastest growing banks in Bangladesh.
With a network of §2 branches
and a deposit of more than 10 billion taka
it truly leads the way in private sector banking.
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