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Govt firm
to remove
iliteracy

KHULNA. Feb 9
Jatiya Sangsad Ashral Hossain
said here thal the present gov-
ernment had given priority Lo
education in order (o wipe out
itliteracy from the socieiv. re-

3 BSS
e government has pro-

vided varivus opportunities so
that younger generation in dil-
ferent age group could prose-
cute studies

Hossain was addressing the
freshers reception of the
Shahpur Madhugram College at
Dumuria thana in Khulna dis-
trict on Monday.

The function was addresscil
among others by M Nurul

é&lﬂﬂl President of Khulna City

NP. newly elected commis-
sioners of Khulna

Corporation.
Man jailed
for killing
his wife
SATKHIRA, Feb y: A special
tribunal on Monday awarded a

young man life imprisonment
for killing his wife for dowry,

City

reports UNB.
The convict identified as
Jahangir Alam of village

‘;airab Nagar in Shyamnagar
na of the district used to
orture his wife since their
marriage a few years back.

The case in brief was that
Jahangir mercilessly beat his
wife., Sirna Khatun (25) on
31st March '92 for dowry
money. Later. she succumbed
to her injuries.

Char dwellers
fight over
border demarcation

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Feb 9:. Dispute
over the border between Char
Zahiruddin of Bhola and Char
Gazaria of Lakshmipur led to a
fresh round of violence at
Shahjahan Bazar this after-
Moo,

Early this morning, hun-
dreds of armedmen reportedly
from Char Gazaria of Ramgati
union raided Char Zahiruddin
and Naldugi and damaged and
looted some 50 houses. The
miscrearnts also set fire to the
houses leaving hundreds of
people without shelter.

The inhabitants of the two
char areas also fought a gun
fight in the afternoon.

Earlier on Sunday the in-
habitants of the two chars of
the adjoining districts fought
over the border demarcation.

Uninvited

guests!

SATKHIRA, Feb 9 A gang
of armed dacoits swooped on a
marriage ceremony being held
al a house in Shyamnagar thana
on Saturday night, reports
UNB. :

According to witnesses, the
dacoits numbering 10-12
forcibly entered the house of
Swapan Kumar, beat the in-
mates, including invited guesis
indiscriminately and de-
camped with cash, ornaments
and valuables worth over Taka
two lakh.

A case has been filed with
the polire,

Town roads
n poor
condition
KUSHTIA. Feb 9 : Almost all
the roads under the

pourashava are in bad shape
- due to absence of proper and
timely repair and maintenance
causing uniold sufferings to
the town dwellers, reporis
UNB.

Local people said, innumer
able potholes have developed
at many poinis of the roads
hindering (ke movement of
the vehicles and pedestrians

The plying ol vehicles on
Sirajuddowia road. RCRC road,

undas Agarwala road.

i Khan Chowdury road
Md the road connecting GK
resthouse lias become very
risky due w Lheir dilapidated
canditions

5 dacoits held

in Cox's Bazar

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 9 Police
arrested five alleged dacoits
including two women with
huge arms and ammunition
from Goakhali village in
S:;tnrh thana today, reports

The arrested are Emdad
Mia, 48 and his two daughters
Parveen Akhter, 22. and
Nelufer, 15, Jasim Uddin 25,
and the Mognama UP member,
Shamsul Karim_. 30.

Acting on a tip, pelice
raided the house of Emdad Mia
and nabbed them with looted
goods and arms and ammuni-
ton.

The arms and ammunition

uded one 303 rifle, one

um made gun, three cut

one cut rifle and 24
mmdld ammunition

Police said the arrested
people had a link with a nuam-
ber of dacoities committed in
the thana recently.

Two separate cases were
filed
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MADARIPUR: The only diabetic clinic in the district, Hazera Howladar Diabetic Clinic, was

cluaed down after few days of operation.

— Star phntu

Boro cultivation target

may not be achleved

SYLHET, Feb 9 : The larget
of boro cullivation thronghout
the greater Sylhet region may
nol be achieved: during the
current season due lo different
reasons, it is apprehended.

Abnormal rise in the prices
of different kinds of chemical
[ertilisers. non-availability of
high yielding variety of seeds,
large-scale anomalies in dis-

bursement of agricultural loans -

to the poor and marginal [arm-
ers are the main causes.
Inappropriate system of sup-
plving the irrigation cquip-

ment has attributed much to

the situation, il is alleper].
According to the olficial

sources. an intensive pro-

gramme was Laken up (o bring
3 lakh 42 thousand 700
hectares of land under Boro
paddy farming in all the four
districts in the greater Sylhet
region during the curreni sea-
s01n,

The districls are;
Moulvibazar, Sunamganj,
Habiganj and Sylhet. Out of the
total area 2 lakh 4 thousand
hectares under the dilferent
high yielding variely and the
rest one lakh 37 thousand 700
hectares under the local vari-

eties.

The source further in-
formed this correspondent
that, the target of paddy pro-

duction had been fixed at 7
lakh 98 thousand 400 metric
tonnes. it inchudes. 5 lakh 81
thhousand 400 metric tonnes of
Inr_{h yltlding vanttv "md the
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resi 2 lakh 8 thousand 50
meiric tonnes of local vari-
eties.

Under the programme, in
Moulvibazar district, 24 thou-
sand hectares under local va-
riety and 11 thousand hectares
would be brought under the
high yielding variety. The pro-
duction target was fixed at
84.000 thousand 900 metric
tonnes of paddy.

In Sunamganj district, 86
thousand hectares and 79
thousand hectares of land
would be brought under the
high yielding and local vari-
elies respectively with a target
production of 3 lakh 64 thou-
sand 650 metric tonnes of
pacddy. :

In Habiganj district, 65
thousand hectares and 10
thousand 500 hectares of land
would be brought under the
cultivation of high yielding and
local varieties of Boro paddy
respectively with the target
production of 2 lakh one thou-
sand metric lonnes.

In Sylhet district. 29 thou-
sand hectares and 37 thousand
500 hectares of land had been
targeted for cultivation of high
yielding and the local varieties
respectively with a total target
production of one lakh 47
thousand 900 metric tonnes,
the source added.

Abnormal rise in the prices
of different chemical fertilisers
has pushed the farmers in
great miseries. The supply of
high yielding wvariety of seeds

was also quite scanty, it is al-
leged. These were not at all
avallable at thana-level offices
of BADC at fixed prices. But, in
the open markets, these were
found selling at exorbitant
prices. It is learnt that the
poor stock of seeds of the
farmers even of the middle
class had been exhausted dur-
ing the floods this year, in all
the four districts, -

The government has re-
cently withdrawn the system
of renting the agricultural
equipments to the farmers.
Now, a number of big farmers
would dominate the irrigation
system. The poor and marginal
farmers will now have to buy
water from those people at
high rates during the peak
season of irrigation.

Rise in the prices of fuel
will also cause much for the
farmers in general; it is learnt.

Disbursement of agricultural
loans to the farmers is also not
at all satisfactory, it is alleged.
Though there is sufficient
sanction of loans by the differ-
ent nationalised commercial
banks including the
Bangladesh Krishi Bank, a sec-
tion of officials and employees
of bank branches in the re-
mote areas are found less in-
terested in distributing the
loans to the farmers, it is al-
leged. But a section of local
touts and influential people are
getting the loans from the

banks, it is alleged.

No primary school in 23,494
villages in 16 N _dists

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 9 : There
is no primary school in 11,365
villages out of 23.494 in 16
northern districts u:r[ the
country.

More than 15 lakh chlldren
within age group of 5 to 10 in
16 northern districts are de-
prived of primary education
due to shortage of schools,
teachers, furniture and lack ol
motivation.

It is learnt from a reliable
source that a total of
42.3]1 000 boys and girls of
(22,59,000 boys and
19.72,000 girls] are able to
take primary education in 16
northern districts.

Of the total, only 27 lakh
children took admission in the
registered government and
non-government primary
schools of the northern region

Besides, the posts of 15
District Primary Education
Officer. 61 headmaster, 1551
assistant teacher have been ly-
ing vacant for a long time
hampering education. Eleven
posts of superintendent of 16
Primary Training Institutes
(PTT) have also f{allen vacant.

However. the Government!
have Laken up a scheme (o

L
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'Food for Education Progr-

_amme. The newly introduced

programme is being imple-
mented step by step in all the
thanas of the country.

The programme has shown
a positive response al primary
stage. Steps ol infrastructural
development of the schools are
also taken up by the Facilities
Department to solve accom-
modation problem of the
schools.

The knowledgeable circle
have opined that prompt
posting to the vacant posts and

to increase other facilities in
the primary schools would

make Universal Primary
Education programime a s
Cess.

Another report says
Badminton, volleyball. table
tennis and chess competition
under the auspices ol Ekak
Sangha began at Sirajganj.

Deputy Commissioner Syed
Abdul Malek formally inaugu
rated the competitions.

Four teams in volleyball at
Gyanadayini School Ground. 16
leams each in single and dou-
bles badminton at Post Office
Ground. 16 teams in table ten
nis and 22 teams in chess al
the club auditorium are taking

Siddiqui Bir Uttam has said
hat after killing Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. the
country is gradually led unrest
and the anti-liberation forces
including the Razakars are en-
Joying the taste of power in
this country which is liberated
by bloods of 30 lakh shaheeds.

He was speaking in a huge
public meeting at Khamargram
in Chowhali thana on February
3 with Sodia Chandpur Union
Awami League President
Ahmed Mostafa Khan Bacchu
in the chair, among others
central Awami League leader
and former MP Fazlur Rahman.
Rabaul Alam Badu, Advocate
Abdur Rahman, Abdul Latil
Biswas and Rashedul IHIEIII

spoke at the meeting

Kader Siddigui said that
during three years regime of
BNP government the economic
system have collapsed and
people have been the hostages
to uncertainty and terrorism.
He called upon all to resist
the anti-liberation forces with
the spirit of our great
Liberation War

Earlier, Siddiqui visited the

mazar sharif of Hazrat Shah
ili Enayetpuri.(R) and 'he of-

motivate the children of lower  part in the competition [t of local Muktijndha
income group by introducing Bangabir Abdul Kader Sangshad.
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= Floating fuel depots

CHANDPUR. Plenty of water hyacinths lying in front of the district water supply tank at

& Nazirpara

— Star photo
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Folk feshva]
on Kalu

Shah from
Feb 12

An eleven-day long folk fes-
tival will begin on Fehrua'n_,r 12
at village Kaumara of Saturia
thana under Manikganj district
on the occasion of 88th death
anniversary of mystic poet Kalu
Shah, says a press release, ;

Discussion meeting and
different kinds of songs will be
held on this occasion. A mela

. will also be held.

Kalu Shah was born in 1810
at village Kalganj of the dis-
trict. He died in 19086.

The Urs of Kalu Shah, the
contemporary of Lalon Shah is
being held every year on 10th
and 11th of Bengali month of
Magh. He wrote more than
2000 songs.

Radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television use to
hold prugrammea on Kalu
Shah.

i
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Habitat of Royal Bengal

Tigers endangered

SATKHIRA, Feb 9: The
health of Royal Bengal Tiger.
the most ferocious yet a beauti-
ful wild animal of the world, is
gradually deterioratind due to
degradation in the environ-
ment of their habitation.

They need adequate quan-
tity of sweet drinking water to
satisfy their thirst. But since
the environment of the
Sundarbans areas came under
control of man, no tanks or
sources of sweet water have
been created for them as yet in
the Sundarbans. They however,
mange to drink sweet water
from deep inside the dense
forest.

But in absence of dﬂnking
water in some areas, these
tigers are reportedly com-
pelled to drink saline water

| just for survival. This on the

other hand is causing i1l health
for them and at the same time,

because of their health haz-

ards, the growth of their next
generation is bcing seriously
affected.

According to a source of the
concerned forest office. there
are about 450 Royal Bengal
Tigers in the Sundarbans. They
have been living in high lands
Tiger Point areas by the sides
of canals and rivers sur-
rounded by dense woods.

Despite nature's gift for
survival it has not been possi-
ble to create a sandtuary for
hahllatiun in the
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Sundarbans as yet. Besides,
due to
eas in the forest by human be-
ing like Mowals, Bawals, fish-
ermen the tigers are report-
edly retreating deep inside the
dense forest. where the living
condition for them is far more
unhealthy.

"When the concerned official
of the forest department was
contacted. it was informed
that they were glving it a seri-
ous thought. 'We have already
submitted a project proforma
of Taka nine crore as esti-
mated cost to the Ministry of
Forest and Environment,” said
one 'officer.

The local
authority hopes
proposed project

concerned
that the
will be

approved soon. The project

of visiting ar- .

documents states that the new
growth of Royal Bengal Tigers
in the area would have to be
increased by creating a healthy
atmosphere in the Sundarbans,
co to their survival.

As stated in the plan, the
number of tigers would in-.
crease sharply from 450 to
5000 once the plan is imple-
mented. For this purpose high
lands would have to be made
by dumping earth. Besides, the
most important of all, sources
of sweet drinking water would
have to be made available in

the forest at different points.

Royal Bengal Tigers, the
national wealth of Bangladesh
needs better preservation
facilities to -attract larger
masses of foreign as well as
local tourists.

| This tigress, bruught frum the Sudarhan furaat is seen

mth her newly born cubs at erpur Zoo.

— Star phutu

226 pI‘O_]eCtS 1mplemented
From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ. Feb 9 : A total
of 226 projécts in five thana
and pourashava areas of the
district have been completed
under World Food Programme
during the current year.

Four hundred and nineteen
metric tons of t were
sanctioned for the completion
of the projects.

Thirtytwo projects were
completed in Gopalganj sadar .
thana at a cost of 72 metric
tons of wheat, 55 projects in
Moksedpur thana at a cost of
94 metric tons, 48 projects in
Kasiani at a cost of 85 metric
tons, 44 projects in Kotalipara
at a cost of 80 metric tons, 32
projects in Tungipara at a cost
of 58 metric tons and 15 pro-
jects in Gopalganj pourashava
at a cost of 30 metric tons- of
wheat.

The projects included re-

| pajr of kutcha roads, making ol

bamboo bridge and develop-
ment ef educational institu-
tions. _

Another report says: In the
absence of a waiting shed at
Tungipara bus stand, thou-
sands of s have been

facing immense difficulties ev-

eryday.-

Thousands of passengers
who come from distant places
have to wait for hours together
under open sky.

The passengers have to take
shelter in nearby shop it rains.

There is no latrine at the
bus stand. The people are to

to the call of nature at
open places. The female pas-
sengers are t.-:r go to nearly
houses.

The authority concerned
have been urged Lo take neces-
sary steps for the construction
of a waiﬂng shed .at the bus

Lack of pure drinking

water in remote areas
From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. Feb 9: Most of
the #illagers in remote areas of
Gaibandha district have been
suffering for want of pure
drinking water. These poor vil-
lagers are compel to use con-
taminated water from nearby
ponds. canals and other simi-
lar available source for drink-
ing purposes. Drinking such
impure water the villagers
often fall victim to deadly dis-
eases like diarrhoea. Children
are the wors! sufferers. Within
the span of last three months
about 70 children died of diar-
rheal disease in the district.

According to an official
source, the Local Health

Engineering Department set |

up 17.000 hand operated tube-
wells for supplying pure
drinking water in remote ar-
eas. Unfortunately this amount
falls short of the requirement.
According to the statistics a
total of 1200 people depends
on each hand operated tube-
wells.

Out of tolal strength 518
tube-wells went out of order in
different locations due to me-
chanical trouble, theft of spare
parts and lack of proper
maintenance. The break up of
disorder tube-wells are as fol-
lows: 42 at Sadullapur. 84 at
Palashbari, 34 at Fulchari. 183
at Gﬂhtndagaﬂj at Shaghata

117 at Gaibandha sadar

thana.

According Lo a survey a total
of 26,600 tube-wells are
needed to fulfill the shortage
of pure drinking water in the
district which is yet to be im-
plemented.

The Food for Education
Programme has been intro-
duced in 75 primary schools of
Gaibandha district to imple-
ment the Compulsory Primary
Education Programme.

According to a source, out
of 75 schools, 56 are govern-
ment and the remaining 19
are non-government primary
schools. The schools which are
being brought under this pro-
gramme are as follows: seven
schools at Mollar Char union
under Gaibandha sadar, nine at
Kapasia under Sunderganj,
eight at Fulchari, 11 at
Rasoolpur under Sadullapur,
15 at Haldia under Shaghata,
14 at Kishoregari under
Palashbari and 11 at Salmara

under Gobindaganj thana. Out
of the total enrolled 16.763

students, 7.890 have been
brought under this pro-
gramme.

Food for Education Prog-
ramune was introduced in the
district with a view to ensure
primary education for the
children of destitute families
and o resist the increasing

drop out rate.

opened at Nagarbari

NAGARBARI, (Pabna). Feb 9:
Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-
poration (BPC) has com-
missioned three floating de-
pots at Nagarbari in Pabna to
ensure smooth supply of diesel
fuel during the forthcoming ir-
rigation season in the northern
region of the country, an offi-
cial handout said, reports BSS.

Chairman of BPC M. Fazlul
Hogque. formally inaugurated
the floating depots at
Nagarbari Tuesday at a simple
ceremony

Supply of diesel fuel to the
consumers will continue
throughout the irrigation sea-

son. The depots with a capac-
ity of about eleven lakh litre

will be able to meet any urgent
demand of diesel during the
irrigation season. Besides the
depeots will be able to meet
partial supply of djesel if nor-
mal supply of fuel to Baghabari

depots become disrupted fol-
lowing the fall of Jamuna river
water in dry season.
Meanwhile, BPC has in-
stalled two rail-head depots at
Natore and another two rail-
head depots at Rangpur by
Padma Oil Company and
Meghna Pretroleum Limited to
keep diesel supply normal
Besides. BPC has developed a
link-road between Kurigram
and Chilmari to malntain

steady supply of fuel the
hmﬁlnul said.
irector (marketing] of

BPC. Bashirul Haque, General
Manager of Jamua Oil
Company, Giasuddin Ahmed,
Marketing Manager of Meghna
Petroleum Limited,
Mohammad Yusuf, Marketing
Manager of Padma Oil
Company. Manjur Ahmed
Chowdhury and official con
cerned were also present on
the occasion.
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Sharp rise in
- prices of
essentials

Feb 9: Prices of essentials
have registered a sharp rise
with the advent &f holy month
of Ramadan in the district al-
fecting the low income group
of people, reports UNB.

Although, the price of rice
is comparatively low but the
price is going up in the mar-
kets gradually. '

A kilogram of the coarse
rice is being sold between
Taka nine and Taka 10 which
was sold at Taka 8.15 a week
ago and fine variety of rice is
being sold at Taka 13 per kg as
against Taka 11.

Prices of all types of pulses
have shot up during the pe-
riod. Masur is being sold at
Taka 25 per kg as against Taka
22 while Chhola is being sold
al Taka 22 per kg as against
Taka 20. Khesari is being sold
at Taka 20 per kg as against
Taka 18.

Prices of onion, garlic and
other spices also registered a
sharp rise. Onion is being soid

~at Taka 15 per kg as against

Taka 12 and garlic at Taka 32
as against Taka 28 per kg.

~ Powder milk in polythene
bag is being sold at Taka 160

per kg as against Taka 140 a

few days ago. Prices of con-
densed milk have also in-
creased and per pot of milk is
being sold hctw::t:n Taka 30
and 40,

Local people allcg:d that a
section of traders cregted arti-
ficial crisis in the marKet to
earn maximum profit with the
advent of Ramadan. Denying
the allegations. the traders
said short supply of goods is

the reason behind the price’

hike.

MAIJDEECOURT

“BKB disburses
Tk 3.8 crore
as agri loan

Feb 9: Bangladesh Krishi
Bank (BKB) of Noakhali segion
disbursed loans over Taka 3.80
crore to the farmers. reports
LINB.

The bank has sel up target
to disburse Taka 7.43 crore
during the current fiscal year
The amount is being disbursed
through its |7 branches.

The bank has also gealised
Taka 4.28 core oul of the tar-
get of Taka six crore up tlo
January 30. Regional Manager
of the bank said. vigorous drive
is underway Lo realise the rest
of the amount within the next
three months

The source also Informed
that at least 2617 certificate
cases were pending for realis-
ing the outstanding loan ol
Taka 6.35.82 000 A week long
eye camp jointly organisecd by
doctors and medicine traders
of Companiganj thana was

concluded on Friday. reporis
LUUNB
District Civil Surgeon

Mohammad Ali inaugurated the
camp. Al least 100 cataract
patients were operaled upon
and other 700 patients with

eye complications were
treated at the camp free of
cosl

Spectacles and necessary
medicines were distributed

among the patients
Jatiya Andha Kalyan Samity

of Chittagong assisted the

¥ camp by providing doctors

9162 Sharbahara
men arrested
. last year

Feb 9: About 9162 persons,
including 443 members of out-
lawed Sharbahara Party were
arrested from various district

- of Barisal Division during last

year, reports BSS.

Division police range office .
source said, that a large quan-
tity of arms and ammunition
were also recovered during the
period.

According to the source,
2,166 persons were arrested
from” Barisal district, 1,177
j‘;h #Bhala, 1,205 from

ti. 1,585 from Pirojpur,
900 from Barguna and 2,129
from Patuakhali district.”

Besides, police recovered
114 different types of
weapons, 706 rounds of am-
munition, 61 pieces of hand
bombs, 17 pieces of cocktalils,
and two grenades.

The arms included rifles,
revolvers, pistols, smg, -

KuUsHTIA

Rabindra .
Sangeet
conference

concludes

Feb 9: The 13th national
Rabindra Sangeet conference
was held on Friday and
Saturday at Kushtia Shilpakala
Academy and Shilaidaha
Kuthibari, says BSS.

Rabindranath Roy, a vocalist
inaugurated the confereénce at
Shilpakala Academy Friday. Dr
Sanjida Khatoon presided over
the function. The programme
included recitation from the
poem of Rabindranath Tagore
and Rabindra Sangeet by emi-
nent artists of Bangladesh.

Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui opened an art and
photo exhibition in the
Shilpakala academy. Photos of
liberation war and Tagore were
displayed at the exhibition.
The discussion was partici-
pated by Dr Sanjida Khatoon,
Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui, Prof Anwarulkarim,
Maleka Azim Khan, Dr Atiur
Rahman, Dr Imtiaj Ahmed,
Anisur Rahman, Poel Shamsur
Rahman and Ashok Saha.

JAMALPUR ;

Frequent
power fatlure

Feb 9: Frequent power fall-
ure has become a regular fea-
ture since last one month in
the town and other areas caus-
ing serious problems in public
life. says UUNB.

According to local people,
power goes off almost every
day from sunrige to sunset ad-
versely affecting business cen
tres. clinics, hospitals, rice
and flour mills and teleprinter
services

Water supply system ol
municipal areas also remains
otf most ot the time due to
lack of powe:

Besides alleged misman
agement and lack of proper
maintenance of power lines by
the local electric supply divt-
sion have aggravated the situa
[ 100N

Local leaders have urged

the authorities to look into the
matter and take imimediate
steps to ensure reqular power
supply



