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Dhaka Day by Day

Impregnated with connotations, the writ-
ings on the wall in this country haye long rele-
gated themselves to just political graffiti. Only
rarely do the quotable quotations or famous
sayings of the illustrious sons of this soil figure
on the walls for stimulating the imagination
and rehashing the memories of people. One
such rare occasion is the observance — or to
extend the theme, celebration — of the Amar
s adorn the walls all
around the central Shaheed Minar. Alpana or
with these writings —
done by students of the art college — has be-
of the observance.

Through this ritual, the Bangalees renew
their commitment to their mother tongue and,
by extensien, to the land of their birth. After
all, it is the love for language that sanctified
the pecasion and has ever remained a source of
unflagging inspiration for moulding our na-
tiorral character. But never before did the con-
tribution of Ekushey receive so much recogni-
tion on the one hand and, paradoxically, it was
laid so low simultaneously, on the other.

Deplorable incidents have been taking place
at the Shaheed Minar for some years now but
what happened last year is a rude reminder of ings
the evil forces at work to undermine and even
defile everything the. Bangaleés hold dear and
sacrosanct. Contempt for everything associ-
ated with the Bangalee ethos was at its height
when a few ruffians ran amok all around the
Shaheed Minar. tore apart the red circular
cloth representing the sun behind the columns
of the Shaheed Minar and defaced the quota-

Ekushey when wise saying

street decoration along

come an integral part

Sacrilege of Ekushey

by Nil Ratan Halder

perspective.
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tions from the Bangalee greats of all time by
splashing bucketful of paint.

While all these acts of sacrilege were being
cormunitted, the students of art college who
had been pouring their love in the decoration
and inscription on the wall stood awe-struck,
The musclemen went with their violence and
rape of the language disdainfully for sometime
and then left the place unscathed. The rent in
the sun and each of the smudges on the writ-
ings were in effect delivered with unlimited
savagery to the heart of Bangladesh itself. But
none of the culprits has so far been appre-
hended. And no less painful is the fact that for
about a year those walls have been left so dese-
crated. No one even thought of restoring the
writings there. They stand witness to both our
hypocrisy and the gradual degeneration of our
mental capacity to put our pride in its proper

Rhetorics and a flurry of activity do mark
the month of February
into blissful forgetfulness. The defacement of
the wise sayings on the wall around the
Shaheed Minar has its
whole nation. Are we

but then all those slide.

symbolic values for the
to read the writ-

on the wall? The answer has to be found
through a thorough search within our own
hearts. The incapacity to realise the implica-
tion of the neglect shown to the quotable has
far-reaching impact on our national psyche. We
cannot afford to be too callous to ignore what
the indifference to the incident means. It is
simply suicidal for a nation that has earmned so
much because of the love of language.

Natore Press
Club team

meets Biswas

A 14-member delegation of
Natore Press Club called on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban yester-
day. reports BSS.

The delegations was led by
Mahfuz Alam Muni, President of
the club.

Talking to them President
Biswas said that journalism
was a dignified profession and
you as the members of that pro-
fession should maintain objec-
tivity and neutrality in your re-
ports and commients. Always try
to uphold the cause of the
commonman and reflect the
problems of the rural as
well as the uplift activities in
the rural areas, he added.

President Biswas advised
them to motivate the people to
get their children educated for

-enhancing the rate of literacy

and to keep the size of the fam-
ily small to achieve sustainable
development in the country.

The members of the delega-
tion apprised the President of
some of their problems. Among
others, Ranendra Chandra Roy,
SM Manzurul Hassan, Khagen-
dranath Roy, Azizul Haq Tuku,
Majibur Rahman Mridah, M A
Ali, S M Babu, S M Atiqur
Rahman Shameem, Halim Khan
and Nasrin Khan were present
on the occasion.

Chinese DPM*
due Feb 24

Chinese Deputy Prime
Minister Quian Qi Chen will ar-
rive here on February 24 on a
three-day visit to Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

Chen, who is also in-charge
of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, will lead a 14-member
delegation including a Vice
Minister.

During his stay here the
Chinese leader is expected to
call on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

Besides, he will hold talks
with Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman covering
the entire gamut of bilateral re-
lations, diplomatic sources here
said.

They will also exchange
views on regional and interna-
tional issues of common con-
cern.

Bangladesh and China, the
two friendly nations, have been
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commercial management.at the Independent University,

Course on
management for
apparel industry

opens
Commerce Minister M Sha-
msul Islam yesterday stressed
the need for developing the
man skill to improve the
productivity and competitive
strength to survive in the face
of increasing global com-

petition, reports Bige* .
Mdﬁy was address™
ing as guest the inaugural
ceremony of the course on
"production management for
apparel industry” organised by
Independent University,
Bangladesh (IUB) held at the
varsity premises here.
. Islam urged the concerned
institutions to formulate such
courses which would helg

promote the production sec-
tor.

Shamsul lalam Mjmat.er for Eummerce giving cert.lﬁr:ate mapartmpant of t.hamurne on
Bangladesh (IUB) yesterday- Star photo
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Badruddoza tells doctors
Maintain highest standard
of profesmonal skill

Deputy Leader of the
Parliament Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury called
upon the doctors for maintain-
ing the highest standard of
professional skill to provide bet-
ter medical services to the peo-
ple of the country, reports BSS.

The Deputy Leader was ad-
dressing as the chief guest at
the inaugural ceremony of a re-
union at Mymensingh Medical

College yesterday.

Presided over by the

Medical

| Cnllcg: Hnupitﬂl Colonel M A

Salam,

A large number of old and
new students of the college at-

tended the function. -

Recalling the memories of
his student life at DMC Prof
Chowdhury said now more facil-
ities were available in medical
education and newer concepts
were being added to develop it
which was not available at that

Principal of Mymensingh tme.

Medical College Prof Md Nurul
Islam, the function was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Deputy Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Md Sirajul Haq,
A K M Fazlul Haque, MP,
Amanullah Chowdhury, MP,
Convener of re-union sub-
committee Prof Shah Munir
Hossain. Member Secretary of
re-union sub-committee Dr Md
Shahabuddin, membeér-secre-
tary of sub-committee
Dr Rafig Chowdhury and

Sehri transmission
of Radio

Bangladesh

Referring to the policies be-
ing adopted by the present gov-
ernment for the t of
country's health services, Prof
Chowdhury said the doctors,
health personnel and private
sector should come forward to
supplement the governmental
efforts to make the programme
health for all by the 2000 a
! 2 d .

Prof Chowdhury pleaded for
adopting a people-oriented ap-
proach giving emphasis on pre-
ventive medicine. He also urged
the doctors for maintaining the
medical ethics. He also asked
them to maintain the intensive
relation with the patient and

the society.
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| Swiss envoy
meets Zahiruddin I

Swiss Ambassador to
Bangladesh, based in New
Delhi, Jean Pierre Zehnder
called on Industries Minister A
M Zahiruddin Khan at his resi-

dence here yesterday, reports
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