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Law, order sﬂ:uatlon |
not yet improved

Tk 2.41 lakh
smuggled
goods seized

JOYPURHAT, Feb & Bangla-
desh Rifles seized smuggled
s worth over Taka 2.41
lakh from a village in sadar
thana on Thursday, reports
UNB. .
A con t of BDR of the
5 battalion conducted the raid
in village Banipara and seized

the contrabands following a
tip-off.

The seized goods include
shallow machine filter net, cy-
cle rim, sarees and 30 kg car-
damom.

The goods were deposited
with the local customs and a
case has been started with the
local police.

Body to be formed
for industrial
uplift : Morshed

RAJSHAHI, Feb B: M Mors-
hed Khan, Special  to the
Prime Minister said here today
that a high-powered commi-
ttee would be formed with the
representatives of chamber of
comimerce, private entrepre-
neurs, industrialists, busines-
smen and others for smooth

evelopment of industrial
sector in the country, reports

\BSS.

He said this while address-
ing as chief guest a discussion
on "Industry in Northern
Region and Rajshahi” organ-
ised by the Rajshahi Chamber

of Commerce and Industry at

chamber ground here.

A T M Waziullah, president
of the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Moh-
ammad All Sarkar, President of
the Rajshahi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Prof
M Azharuddin, Pro Vice-
Chancellor of the Rajshahi
University, Nurunnabi Chand,
former president of the
chamber, Mustaque Ahmed,
Ziaul Huq, Hafizur Rahman and
A K M Gaffar, Managing
'Director, Arab Bangladesh
Bank spoke on the occasion. T
Bora, Assistant High Comrhi-
ssioner of India, was also

present.

Notes from

Kishoreganj

From Our Corfespondent
KISHOREGANJ, Jan 8 Four
dacoities were committed in a

single night "at village Kachur
in Nandail thana recently. _

According to reports, the
armed dacoits numbering be-
tween 15 and 20 entered into
“the house of Abdul Gani and
looted cash and kinds worth
about taka 40,000.

The dacoits then raided the
neighbouring houses of Suraj
Ali, Fate Ali and Abdul Hekim

Bank cashier

commits suicide

Sharafat Ali (37), Cashier of
Sonali Bank, Katiadi Branch of
the district committed suicide
by hanging recently.

The cause behind the sui-
cide could not Be known. He
hafled from village Tarati in
Muktagacha thana of My-
mensingh district. '

Prices of

fertilizers up

Due to price hike of chemi-
cal fertilizers in Kishoreganj.
IRRI-boero cultivation may be
greatly hampered in the cur-
rent season.

It is learnt that the local
Agriculture Extension De-
p&t.mun has fixed the cul-

at 1.40 lakh
hll:tll'u of land in 13 thanas
of the district.

The price of.different kinds
of chemical fertilzer in local
mariket in both rural and urban
areas of the district has in
creased abnormally. Urea is be-
ing sold at Taka 250 o 265
TSP at Taka 370 e 400, MP ai
wTaka 380 to 420 and DAP al
400 to 410 per bag in

rent market of Ki
shoreganj.
Law, order
situation deteriorates

Law and order situation has
deteriorated causing

napping. rupe cattle- Ilﬁ_tng
hijacking. pick-pocketing
Smuggling and mugging havc
become rampant in
trict.

The miscreants always

itna police led by Chapal
Kanti Roy, Officer-in-Charge of
tna Police Station raided re-

cently village Kaktangor. a den
kcmmfhﬁh&ﬂrarﬂm

-

and nabbed twelve
dh‘:ﬂlln irilh the help of vil-

Tht arrested dacoits are
Nizam, Azman, Jabber Amin.
Altal Kutubuddin Ganda. Galil.
Ramjan, Farid, Satter. Barju

and Shoruj Al
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Road is on progress and it is expected to be completed by 1995.

Ganges Kobadak Project

— Star photo

Effect of Farakka Barrage
starts earlier this year

KUSHTIA, Feb B: The oper-
ation in the Ganges Kobadak
Project, the biggest irrigation
project in the country have
been facing setbacks much
ahead of time this year because
of the unilateral' withdrawal of

' Ganges water by India through

construction of

Barrage.

The Farakka issue has al-
ready been discussed in many
forums including Zia Parishad
where speakers blamed India
for economic and environmen-
tal aggressipn on Bangladesh
and demanded rising of
Ganges waler sharing issue in

Farakka

world forums. Prime Minister’

Begum Khaleda Zia placed the
Issue in United. Nations
General Assembly recently.

On the other hand, local
leaders through public meet-
ings raised their voices to go
for construction of Ganges
Barrage Project which late
President Ziaur Rahman initi-
aled in order to overcome and
counter the adverse effect of
Farakka.

The work began in 1980-81
through laying of foundation at
four kilometre downstream of
Hardinge Bridge near Talbaria

"at a cost of Taka 1131 crores.

The scheme was taken up
in the backdrop of the unilat-
eral withdrawal of water of the
river Ganges in the upper
reaches by India through
Farakka Barrage. The. scheme
at removal of wattr
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scarcity for irrigation, flood
control and improvement of
irrigation in 25 south western
districts of the country.

The districts are Pabna,
Rajshahi. Kushtia, Natore,
Nawabgonj, Naogaon, Sirajgonj.
Meherpur, Narail, Chuadanga,
Magura, Jhenidah, Jessore,
Satkhira, Khulna, Bagerhat,
Bhola, Pirojpur. Barisal,
Jhalokati, Sariatpur, Faridpur,
Gopalgonj., Rajbari and
Madaripur.

In the year 1980-81,
Project implementation Cell
was formed under the auspices
of Water Development Board
and later in the year 1984 a
separate office was established
under the name of Ganges
Barrage Project for its imple-
mentation.

But the progress of work on
the project is negligible. Till

now about four crore taka have
heen placed and only a portion
ol survey work was taken up.
To complete the first phase of
the work. an amount of Taka
six core is required. according
to informed sources,

It is surprising to note Lhat
nothing supstantial progress is
found so far and no fund has
been allocated although it has
hecome lile and death question
for the people of this country
and as such its future remain
uncertain with small water in
river Ganges and as a result
process of desertification has

'smr:cd

Help maintain peace for
achieving progress

DAUDKANDI (Comilla), Feb
8 Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister Dr.
Khandaker Mosharrafl Hossain
has urged the people to help
maintain peace and discipline
for achieving progress and
prosperity of the country, re-
ports UNB.

If peace and discipline
could not be maintained, the
pace of development and the
process of democracy in the
country would be disrupted,
he cautioned while addressing
a cross section of people at
Karikandi here on Friday.

The Minister referred to
the holding of dree. fair and
impartial elections in four city
corporations and said the BNP
government always pelieved in

- B

the mandate of the people who
are the only source of power.

The BNP government's be-
lief in democracy and demo-
cratic values has already been
proved through the elections
s0 far held under this govern-
ment. he added.

Dr Mosharral said : “We do
not believe in so-called vote
riggings or bluff with the peo-
ple. But we always believe in
the politics of development
and people's welfare. "

He listed a number of de-
velopment programmes initi-
ated by the government _and
urM!-HMM: of

heir political differences. to
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grammmes for their proper im-
Mnhn

It may be mentioned that a
team of experts visited the
Ganges Kobadak Project re-
cently to.see for themselves
the present condition of the
river and to determine future
course of action. |

The projett included the
construction of three pump
houses having lifting capacity
of 16000 cusecs of water each,
three main regulators and
775-kilometre long flood con-
trol embankment and these
will facilitate preservation of
water thfoughout the year.

The three proposed pump
houses will ensure adefuate
water lifting for irrigation. This
will also be helpful for the
Ganges Kobadak Projecl area
which suffers a setback every
year during dry season for
want of adegquate water in the
river Ganges. The total expen-
diture of Taka 1131 trores in-
cludes Taka 220 crores in for-
eign exchange.

A LUINB report says: Alter
opening of the four corridors
in the border areas the rev-
enue earning out of smuggled
cattle has increased to a great
extent, official sources said.

The corridors have been set
up at Mohiskundi., Kathuli,
Kashampur and Jagannathpur.

According to the sources,
hazards and obstacles of auc-
tion purchasers have also been
relieved with the opening ol
these corridors recently.

During the last month 9430
cows and 246 buffaloes have
been seized while smuggling
through these corridors and
sold In auction at Taka
88,89 700 on the spot at gov-
ernment prescribed rate by
customs authority. 3

Largest number of secized
catilehead and huffaloes snmg-
gled through the Mohiskundi
corridor stood at 5837 and 36
respectively. ,

Besides, with the opening
ol the BDR sector four head-
quarters at Mirpur anti-smug-
gling activities had been
geared up and huge quantily of
incoming and outgoing smug-
gled goods were seized.

It may be mentioned Lhat
during the year 1993, goods
worth about Taka 10.48 crore
were seized, 122 smugglers
arrested and 2581 cases fliled
with the police while in 1992,
contrabands worth over Taka
10 crore were seized, 204 al-
leged smugglers held and
2079 cases (iled.

Prof Rl Chowdhary, VC,

' annual sports of Chittagong Umversity College held recently

Chittagong Univer-ity howsting National Flag on the occasion of

— CU photo

PABNA, Feb 8: Law and
order situation in nine thanas
of the district that deterio-.
rated during last year.is yet to
be improved, local ptnple said,
reports UNB.

According to police
records, at least 1230 crimes
were committed in the district
in 1993, while the number of
crimes in the previqus year
was 1090. !

Of the total crimes, 36
murdeér cases including five
political ones were recorded,
12 dacoities, 16 snatching,
155 theft, 131 ‘clashes and
B80 other crimes were com-
mitted in the district in last

year.

Political leaders alleged that
adequate measures were not
taken to nab the criminals and
most of the criminals were
found moving freely.

Many fire arms have been
seized during the period but
only two people were arrested
in this connection, they said.

I hand, was ‘going "on freely

Smuggling, on the other

through different hardtr
routes nf the district. Ishurdi,
Nagarbari Ghat and Pabna
Bazar are the main markets of

umumled goods in the district,
they said

Police officials of the dis-
trict, however, denied the al-
legation and said they had
tried their best to curb the
criminal activities in the dis-
trict inspite of its limitations
and claimed that law and order
situation has improved to a
great extent.

Another report says: The
Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) has im-
plemented four projects, in-
cluding development of

.Tebunia hat at sadar thana

costing about Taka 23 lakh.
According to official

sources, the other projects are

construction of three box cul-

verts at different growth cen- |

tres.

Meanwhlle,th: cuntractura
with the collaboration of con-
cerned officials had used low

quality construction materials

HABIGANJ, Feb 8: Sale-
‘huddin Mahmud, district and
Sessions Judge Habiganj
sentenced one person to life-
term and also fined Taka 5000
in default to suffer rigorous
imprisonment for another two
Jyears on charge of murder,

The learned judge acquitted
14 other accused persons [rom
the charge brought against
them in the same case.

The convicted person
Masud Mia hails from village
Jathra® Bara Barj
Habiganj sadar thana.

The judge delivered the
aforesaid judgement recently.

The prosecution story in
brief was that one Oliur
Rahman of village Jathra Bara
Bari was injured by his rival
group in a clash over a petty
mailer on October 12, 1992
and he died on way to hospital.

A case was registered with

Habiganj thana in this connec-
don.

The police after investiga-
tion submitted chargesheet
against 16 persons.

The learned judge after ex-
amining ‘17 witnesses and evi-
dences and found principal ac-
cused Masud Mia guilty and
passed the aloresaid judg:—
ment.

One accused
died during trial.

Another report says: Three
persons including two women
were killed and seven others
injured in separate incidents
in the district recently.

Alsuma Bibi (50) of village
Pailarkandi and Haque Mia (8)
of village Mardanpur under
Baniyachang thana were killed

person was

under .

One to suffer life-term

for murder
From Our Correspondent

capsized near vﬂlagc Dulalpur
on January 14. Witnesses said,
the Pailarkandi bound engine
boat from Habiganj while
reached near village Dulalpur
the driver lost control of the
boat and the tragic incident
occufred. )

One Khodeza Bibi (40]) of
village Jounai under Baniyac-
hang thana was killed when
she was ran over by a speeding
Shaistaganj bound miecrobus
(Dhaka-02-1753) from Chuna-
rughat.

“The accident occurred near
Chunarughat telephone ex-
change on the Dhaka-Sylhet
highway on January 14.

Chunarughat police seized
the microbus but the driver
managed to escape. A case was
started with Chunarughat po-
lice in I:tlta connection.

16 injured in
groups clash

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 8: About
16 people were injured, three
of them seriously in a clash be-
tween two rival groups in
Saraikandi village of sadar
thana Sunday, reports UNB.

The seriously injured were
admitted into Sirajganj
General Hospital. Others were
released after given first aid.

Police said, the clash en-
sued between the supporters
of Abdur Razzak and Mabhi-
ruddin groups as a sequel to an

. incident of sharing water from

a shallow tubewell.

It has been alleged that
Mahiruddin and his supporters
attacked Abdur Razzak Khon-
daker while he was working in
his field Sunday mm'ning.

Iwhtn a speeding engine boat

BARISAL., Feb 8 : President
Abdur Rahman Biswas on
Monday said that the govern-
ment ' had made the highest
allocation for the education
sector to bring about a qualita-
tive change in the country's
education system, reporis
UNB.

"We can bulld a prosperous
nation by proper utilisation of
the allocated fund,” Biswas said
while addressing a- get-to-

students of Barisal Cadet
College here Monday.

Listing the government
steps in this sector, he said
pritnary education has been
matle compulsory, education
upto class eight made [ree for
girls in the rural areas and

KISHOREGANJ, Feb B8
Bhairab Pourashava authority
has taken up seven develop-
ment schemes at an estimated
cost of Taka 15,67,300.

The schemes are: develop-
ment of poura town hall with
an allocation of Taka 2,7 1,000,
construction of portico of the
town hall at Taka 2.24 000,
development of Baradia Road
[rom bus stand to rallway
bridge road starting from rail-
way bridge to College Road.
Baradia Road construction of
boundary wall of poura land re-
construction of Kalipur Road.
construction of drains in the
Bhairab bazar and re-construc-
tton of drains beside the K B
High School

Another report says: A
inassive scheme was' taken up
i bring over 16,200 hectares
ol land under winter vegeta-
hles cultivation in five districts
nl Mymensingh Agriculture
Zone during the current rabi
scasons, official sources here
said.

According to Agriculture
| Extension Department, of the

gether of the 12th batch of
' bodies of cadet college

Highest allocation for
education sector

rmass education and FDn-ci for

Education Programme have
been introduced.

"Ours is a developing coun-
try. People here are not afllu-
ent. We should produce rﬂu-
cated and lkill-ed manpower,"
he said.

Principal
College TAK Tewri presided
over the function which was
addressed by Major General
Amhin Ahmed Chowdhury,
Chairman of the governing
s and
Adjutant General of Bangladesh
Army. and Kazi Munirul Hasan,
President of Barisal Ex-Cadets
Association.

Later. the President inaugu-
rated the first automatic traffic

signal system in the town.

Pourashava takes up 7

uplift schemes
From Our Correspondent

total land, 4.700 hectares
were brought under winter
vegetables farming In
Mymensingh, 2 700 hectares
in Jamalpur. 3200 hectares in
Sherpur, 2500 hectares in
Netrakona and 3. 100 hectares
in Kishoregonj districts.

About 3,07B00 metric tons
of winter vegetables expected
to be produced during the sea-
son in these districts.

For the success of the pro-
gramme, Bangladesh Agricul-
ture Development Corporation
(BADC) supply high yielding
variety seeds,  fertilizers,
pesticides and other necessary
inputs to the growers of these
district, the source said.

Another report adds: The
rush of rickshaws at Bhairab
and Ashugan| ferryghats on
Dhaka-Sylhet highway poses a
serious problem daily in the
movement of passengers and
vehicles,

Hundreds of. passenger
buses. trucks, jeeps and cars
are transported from one side
to another of the ferryghats
round the clock

of Barisal Cadet

1 honest and noble
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N ARAYANGANJ

Scouts urged
to help
build nation

Feb 8: Energy and Mineral

.Resources Secretary M Faizur

Razzak Sunday called upon the
scouts to actively participate in
nation building activities to

help achieve the optimum de-
velopment and progress, says

guest af,

BSS.

Addressing as chief
a scout rally at Chit
Cotton Mills premised in
Narayanganj, the energy secre-
tary said, scout movement is a
drive to
serve the humanity. He hoped
the members of the scout
would ‘be able to uphold and
enhance the ideal. of scout
movement through their sin-
cere and honest works.

"To serve the diutrtmﬁ:d.

humanity is the best way to
serve the nation,” Razzak said
adding that "scouts are' the
best illustrious sons of the soil
who sacrifices themselves for
the cause of humanity. "We
should encourage and extend
all possible help to those phi-
lanthropists who come forward
with honest and sincere initia-
tives,

The secretary, later, wit-
nessed a camp firing cere-
mony.

BARISAL
234 killings
committed
in 1993

Feb B: A total of 234 killings
were committed in six south-

ern districts under Barisal di- |

vision during last year (till
December 31 last. a police
source said, reports BSS.

The source said.
coities, 306 thefts, 113 abduc-
tions, 275 robberies, 75 hi-
jackings, and 245 various types
of crimes were committed in
these districts during the pe-
riod.

About 70 killings were
committed in Barisal district
in this period. the source
added.

Another report says: The
election of Barisal Bar Council
was held on Saturday last. A
Galflar Khan and Shakhawat
Hossain were elected presi-
dent and secretary respec-
tively of the bar for 1994,

Kanchan Ali Howlader and
G M Farrok were elected vice-
presidents. Selim Reja
Chowdhury and Jashim Uddin
Ahmed were elected joint-sec-
retaries, and Kobbat Hossain
Badal. Fazlul Huq Faet. ABM
Fagqruddin, Shyam Lal Acharry
and Parvin, Akhtar Baby were
elected members of the bar.
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Ex-students of
J C Bose
School re-unite

~ Feb 8 The reunion of ex-
students of Rari Khal Sir J C

Bose Institution under
Srinagar thana was held here
Friday, reports BSS

Mahe Alam, Sccretar_-,r.
Rural Division and Cooperat-
ives, Ministry of LGRD and
Cooperatives was the chief
guest while Prof Humayun Azad
was special guestat the func-
tion. :
Presided over by former
general manager of Sonali
Bank, Mahmudul Hugq, the
function was addressed by Dr
MM Khan, journalist Nurul
Huda, Chairman of School
Managing Committee Meer
Muzammel Ali, Solaiman Khan
and school head master M A
Khaleque.

. Mahe Alam announced per-
sonal donation of Taka 5,000
for the school library.

MADARIPUR -
Navlgatlon
affected due
to emergence

of char, shoals

Feb 8: New chars and shoals
have emerged in the river Arial
Khan. Kumar. Madhumoti,
Kirtinasha and Padma - ad-
versely affecting navigability,
says an UUNB report.

Witnesses said the river
flowing over the districts of

Madaripur. Shariatpur and
Gopalgan] have been blocked
by the formation of new chars

and massive siltation

Dry season accentuates the
problem of unhindered move
ment of riverine transporl
bringing the local trade and
commerce almost to a stand-
still

Mentionable that, most of
the local products are being
carrted through the river
routes of thepe districts to dil
ferent areas of the country as

road communications are
costly

Local leaders said if imme
diate measures are nnl‘ taken
lo dredge the river beds, rives
ine transports would come Lo a
stalemate within a short pe
riodd of time

117 da-
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Fake currency
notes

recovered

Feb 8: Five counterfeit cur-
rency notes of one hundred
Taka denomination each were
recovered from village South
:::lradrln under Patuakhali

ar thana recently, ts
BSS. oo

Another recovery of twenty

' two counterfeit currency notes

of the same denomination was
made from Boga Bazar under
Bauphal thana three days back. -
Both the incidents caused po-
lice cases. Person involved
with the incident in South
Muradia village has been sent
to -court while the other with
Boga Bazar incident is yet to be
rounded up.

One milkman Nikhil Dutta
of village South Muradia re-
ceived Taka five hundred in
one hundred Taka notes as
consideration of his land from
one Abdur Razzak of the same
village. The money was later
proved to be in counterfeit
notes. He lodged a case with
Dumki thana. Police arrested
the person and sent him to
court. .

In the second incident
Azahar Mian of village
Kuripaika was given Taka two
thousand and two hundred in
onne hundred Taka currency
notes by one Amir Hossain of
village Dumki as peice of
pulses. The currency notes
were found to be fake. Azahar
Mian lodged a case with
Bauphal police. Amir Hossain is
absconding.

FARIDPUR
Sugar output

target fails

FARIDPUR, Feb 8: Faridpur
Sugar Mills produced 9,110
metric tons of sugar by crush-
ing 1,18,416 metric tons eof
sugarcanes during the current
crushing season, official
sources sald Friday, reports
UNB.

The mills started its crush-
ing season on October 15,
1993 with a target of 14,500
mts of sugar by crushing

1.70,595 mts of
- Meanwhile, 7,465 mts of
sugar, valued at Taka

19,40,90,000 was sold to the
traders on February 3, the
source added.

General Manager nf the
mills said, the mills crushed
1220 mts of sugarcanes per
day as against the crushing ca-
pacity of 1000 mts and this
was possible with the coopera-
tion of the concerned officials,
workers and farmers of the
mills.

He said Taka 7,61, TEDﬂD
was paid to the farmers as
sugarcane price purchased
through 37 purchasing cen-
tres of the mills in Gopalganj,
Rajbari, Magura and Faridpur
districts.

He also said Taka 3.33
crore outstanding loan was re-
covered as against Taka 3.38
crore from the sugarcane
growers adding the loan re-
covery stood at 98.58 per
cent.

RAJSHAHI

Tk 5.5c¢r road
~development
programme

Feb 8: The Roads and
Highways Department has un-
dertaken a road development
programme at a cost of about
Taka five and a half crore in
Rajshahi district under Annual
Development Programme dur-
ing the current fiscal year, an
official handout said Monday,

reports BSS.

Under the programme, 16
kilometre thana connecting
roads are being constructed,
while 17 kilometres similar
roads and 19 kilometres high-
ways are being reconstructed
and repaired.

Besides, two and a half
kilometres highways will be
widened under the pro-
gramme.

Carpeting work on Rajshahi
greater road and Puthia-
Bagmara road is prodressing.

The work is expected to be
completed by June nextThe re-
sults of B Sc and B Com exam-
inations-1992 held under
Rajshahi University was an-
nounced Monday. reports
UUNB

The pass percentage in B
Sc is 51.49 and in B Com
43 40, official sources said.

A total of 1,489 candidates
owt ol 2,892 came out success-
ful in the B S¢ examinations
and 1,976 students out of
4.564 in B Com examinations.

Only three students secured
first class in the B Sc examina-
tions while 404 got second
class and 1.082 third class

The candidates who se
cured first class are Kalachand
Singh of Khuilna City College,
Murshed Akhier and Munmun
Sultana of Bogra. Afazlul Haq ol
Government College



