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President of the SAAR(
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) S M Inam
Monday said the enormous
trade imbalances among the
South Astan countries could be
reduced significanily by ex-
panding their trade

All the tariff and non-tariff
barriers would have to be re-
moved to make the region a
potential market for the 1200
million people of the seven
SAARC countries. he said.

In an exclusive interview

with The Dai]}r Star at Hotel
Sonargaon yesterday evening,
S M Inam said, certain frame-
works were being used to help
develop economic cooperation
among the SAARC countries.

Terming the SAARC
Chamber as a very important
forum for developing trade and
commerce in South Asia, Inam
said the countries of the re-
fion should work to establish a

Expanded trade to cut

imbalances: Inam

By Sohel Manzur

single market and a single
economic entity

"All our efforts will have to
be directed towards achieving
the prosperity of the peoples
of the whole region. We want
the region to come out of the
vicious circle of poverty " S M
Inam. who is also the

President of the Federation of

Pakistan Chamhbers ol
Commerce and Indusiry
(FPCCI, said

When his attention was

drawn to various disputes be-
devilling the nations of the re-
gion. the SAARC Chamber
Presidemt said increased eco
nomic cooperation and trade
relations would overshadow all
the political conflicts

Regarding the role of the
SAARC Chamber he said it
would study and menitor the
economic potentials of the in
dividual countries and exploit
the potentials for their eco-
nomic development. The
chamber would also recom-
mend steps to remove the im-
pediments hampering free and
fair trade among the SAARC
countries, he said.

Inam said the Chamber
woulld also try to initiate joint
ventures and provide the en-
trepreneurs with all possible
support in this regard.

The SAARC Chamber would
have both short and long term
plans for utilising the poten-
tials of the region, thereby en-
abling it t6 emerge as one of
the most powerful economic
hl{}cs of the world. Inam

SAARC Chamber
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comparative advantages.

Industries can also be de-
veloped in the region through
joint ventures. The people of
the region would be able to buy
commodities at cheaper prices
as a consequence ol these co-
operative efforts. she observed.

Welcoming the setting up of
the SAARC Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Begum Zia saild implementa-

- ton of the SAARC economic
cooperation programmes is of
urgent necessity of the people
of the region., Entrepreneurs,
professionals,
social and political leaders all
are eager to expand coopera-
tion in economic and other
fields under the common um-
brella of the SAARC, she
pointed out.

Referring. to the changes in
the global economic scenario.
the Prime Minister said en-
hanced trade and commerce
among the developing coun-
tries is now an imperative in
the light of this changed cir-
cumslances.

The function was also ad-
dressed, by the Foreign
Minister A S M Mostafizur
Rahman, SAARC Secretary
General Yadav Kant Silwal,
President of SAARC Chamber
of Commerce and Industry S M
Inam of Pakistan and President
of the Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI} Mahb-
ubur Rahman.

Mostafizur Rahman said the
inauguration of the SAARC
Chainber is yet another signifi-
cant step of the seven-nation
body towards fulfilling the
aspirations of the people of
South Asia.

"It has a pivotal role to play
in the promotion of coopera-
tion among the seven sister
nations of the regional ergani-
sation in the area of trade and
commerce.” he said. |

Rahman also said the ntw
SAARC Chamber is ideally
poised to contribute towards
ru:gmnal development by en-
cou increased intra-re-
gi{mal trade which. in turn,

academicians, -

would generate new employ-
ments and assist in the allevi-
ation of poverty among the
member states.

The Foreign Minister hoped
that the SAARC Chamber
would help generate people to
people contacts cross national
[rontiers in South ‘Asia, I
would also bring the peneral
people into the SAARC process
making them aware of the
benefits of regional coopera-
tion, he pointed out.

The SAARC Secretary
General Yadav Silwal described
SAPTA and the SAARC

Chamber as two extremely sig-
nificant developments for the
SAARC region when intra-re-
gional trade in the SAARC
countries was quite dismal,
amounting to 2 to 3 per cent
of the region's total trade.

*"The SAARC Chamber will
no doubt be a dynamic instru-
ment for promotion of intra-
SAARC trade to bring tangible
benefit to the people of South
Asia," he hoped.

The SAARC Chamber
President S M Inam said am-
ple opportunities are existing
in the SAARC region with vari-
ous fiscal and other incentives
for attracting foreign invest-
ment to establish joint ven-
tures.

Inam expressed his opti-
mism about the great future of
the SAARC Chamber and said it
would succeed in its efforts to
make this region a strong
economic factor and a better
place to live in.

Mahbubur Rahman, FBCCI
President and also the Vice-
President of the SAARC
Chamber, said a host of .eco-
nomic: imperatives made the
formation of SAARC trading
bloc and urgent necessity.

"We are home to nearly half
of the world's poor and in such
a scenario our united efforts to
rapidly secure a sustainable
share of the trade can make a
singular impact in alleviating
the poverty,”
the organising committee of
the SAARC founding confer-
ence nhaewed

the chairman of |

Crisis over judges defused
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Chief Juslice that il is impor-
tant to let the people know
that effective consultation had
-taken place, a member of the
delegation said. °
“We emphasised on the ap-

propriateness and correctness
of effective consultation. but

conveyed to the Chiefl Justice
that it is up to him to take a
. decision on the issue.”

A similar delegation led
by Barrister Syed I[shtiagque
Ahmed later called on the
Prime Minister at her Parlia-

ment ¢hamber in the cvening.
"We are hopeflul that the

Prime Minister will tuke appro-

priate steps to resolve the is-
siie.” a member ol the delega-
tion said. "We were assured that
the consullation process will be
revised and will be carried out
in the future,”

He added (hat the Bar
Association delegation got "sure
indicationn that the present
problem will be resolved satis-
factorily.”

The Bar delegation included
Dr Kamal Hossain, Kazi Golam
Mahbub. President of the asso-

ciation. Mahbubey Alam.
Barrister Shawkat Ali Kham,

Barrister Amirul Islam and .

Barrister K S Nabhi,

Meanwhile,
Association has convened an
emergency meeting this after-.
noon to review the latest deveal-
opment over the appointments
of High Court judges.

BSS adds: Barrister Syed
Ishtiaque "Ahmed initiated the
discussion on behalf of the
lawyers' delegation saying the
provision of appointing judges
in consultation with the Chief
Justice was repealed in the
Fourth Amendment to the
Constitution in 1974,

But, Barrister Ishtiaque said,
it was President Ziaur Rahman
who had restored it as a con-
vention to appeint judges in
consultation with the Chief
Justice.

He requested the Prime
Minister to continue the con-
vention set by Shaheed Zia.

Begum Zia gave a patient
hearing to the members of the
delegation and assured them
that the convention set by Zia

would continue.

the SC Bar.
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Zia at her office yesterday. UNDP Administrator James G Spe

Norway praises

economic growth

By Staff Correspondent

Norwegian Minister of De-
velopment Cooperation Kari
Nordheim-Larsen yesterday
said Norway woulld continue bi
lateral assistance to Bangla-
desh but it would phase out
support [rom India and

P. %
dhﬂlt:n'ﬂnrﬂfgmn Minister
was addressing a press confer-
ence in the city yesterday
evening before |eaving for
home at the end of a six-day

visit to Bangladcqh
The 4.7 per cent economic

rowth achirvu:l by Bangladesh
ast year is ve gnificant and

Wwe are uptlmiltit about the
future of this country, she said.

About trade with
Bangladesh. the minister said
Norway would continue en-
couraging the export of textile

mi from Pﬂﬂﬂdﬂtﬂh

and Latin
America of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Norway. Berit
Fladby. Assistant Secretary
General, F‘urti;m Aflairs, Torild
Skard and Tore Torengi of
Norway's Dhaka chancery were
present ' at the press:confer-

enrg.
mong the South Asian
countries. Bangladesh received
most of the bilateral assistance
from Norway. she said.

Last ar the total Norwe-
gian aid to Bangladesh was
Norwegian Kroner 235

million. equivalent to Tk 1036

Pmﬁi : -
e Norwegian. minister
said, the aid given by her
country to Bangladesh was be-
ing used satisfactorily.

"The economic growth rate
of Bangladesh is exceeding the
population growth. But at the
micro-economic level, the
country is facing some difficul-
I hope, it would
overcome in the near future.”

-‘-

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yeslerday sough
increased assistance from the
UN apencies lor implementa-
tton of development pro-
grammes, reports LUUNB.

She made the plea when
heads of five UN agencies
composing the UN Joint
Consultative Group on Policies
(UN-JCGP) called on the
Prime Minister at her office in
the afternoon.

Led by UN-JCGP Chairman
and UNICEF Chief James P
Grant, the group included
Administrator of UNDP James
G Speth, Executive Director of
UNFPA Dr Nafis Sadik,
Executive _
Catherine Bertinl and
President of IFAD Fawzi H Al-
Sultan.

During the meeting, Begum
Zia welcomed the group for
holding the UN-JCGP meeting
outside UN headquarters and
for selecting Dhaka as ils
venue.

Besides attending a four-day
meeting in Dhaka, which be-
gan on Sunday. the heads of
the UN agencies made field
trips to adjacent districts to
see for themselves some on-
going socio-econonmic devel-
opment projects of the gov-
ernment as well as different
NGOs.

The Group lauded the gov-
emment's efforts in improving
the socio-economic condition
of the people and said they
were impressed to see the
progress, particularly in educa-
tion, population control, health
and poverty alleviation.

Executive Director of the
United Nations Children's

| Fund (UNICEF) James P Grant

Director of WFP .

A sl —_— -

The heads of the United Nations Jﬂlnt Cmnultlt:ﬂ Group on Policies (UN-JCGP) called on Prime Minister Htﬂum. Khﬂleda

th, UNICEF Executive [hrector James P Grant, UNFPA
Executive Director Nafis Sadik and IFAD President Fawzi H M—Sultan are seen on her right.

Dhaka seeks more aid
from UN agencies

expressed his happiness over
the education programmes,
particularly the personal cam-
paign of the Prime Minister,
which evoked enthusiasm
among the people "The pre-
sent enrollment shows that
Bangladesh will be able to
achieve its goal in a very short
time.” he added

Executive Director of
United Nations Fund for
Population activities (UNFPA)
Dr Nafls Sadik said remarkable
progress has been made in the
population control pro
grammes. She, however. said
that more social commitment
was necessary lo ensure the
restriction for early marriage
of girls.

Administrator of the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP] James G
Speth assured that his agency
would expand its programmes

in Bangladesh.
The Prime Minister said
her governmient laid siress on

education and development of
the agriculture and health sec
tors. "All programmes are
aimed at overall development

of human resources.” she
addec].
Begum Zia informed the

Group that there was enough
enthusiasm among the people
in the education programines
but poverty was a hindrance in
the way of their implementa-
tion.

She called upon the World
Food Programme to assist the
‘Food for Educalion' pro-
gramme initiated by the pre-
sent government. Education is
imperative for implementing
all development programmes,”
she pointed out,

Awaml League genera] secreta Zillur Rahmﬂn (R) rer.,ewmg party chief and Leadﬂr of the
Oppeosition in Parliament makh Hasina on "her amval frﬂm the United States at the Zia

International Airport yesterday.

Hasina
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During the meetings,
Hasina exchanged views with
them on bilateral and interna-
tional issues, sald a party press
release. She also attended
Lunch and
Fellowship Dinner.

On February 4, the Awami
League president visited a
mosque in Washington DC and
prayed for those killed in post-
election vielence at Lalbagh.
She also joined a US branch
Awami League prﬂgramme
cﬂnduhng the death of the in-
nocent people.

Hasina exchanged pleas-
antries with Bangladeshis liv-
ing in America.

The Opposition leader
made a stopover in London on
her way back home. She ad-
dressed a spontaneous gather-
ing of expatriate Bangladeshis
at Bricklane.

On her retum home, Hasina
was received by her younger
sister Sheikh Rehana and
party's central leaders and
Parliament members at the Zia
International Airport.

Those present at the air- ‘

port included Abdus Samad

| Azad, Abdul Mannan. Begum

Sajeda Chowdhury, Zillur
Amir Hossain Amu,
Tofael Ahmed, Abdul Momin,
Abdul Jalil, Mozaffar Hossain
Paliu, Begum Matia Chow-

| dhury, Obaidul Qader, Dr Mos-

tafa Jalal Mohiuddin, ur
Rahman, Ivy Rahman, Abdul
Mannan and K M Jahangir.

— Star photo

Int'l security seminar
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Pakistan had sought to com-
pensate for its loss of IS pa-
tronage by trying to establish
strategic depth with allies in
the north and the wesi.

‘Dhruba Kumar of the Centre
for Nepal and Asian Studies of
the Tribhuvan Universily, said
that any confidence-building
measure would be [utile unless
these correspond Lo the secu-
rity needs, as the Indian and
Pakistani thinkings are in-
creasingly conditivned by the
nuclear weapons fmpecative. -

Dr. Shireen M. Mazari, visil-
ing Professor of the National
Defence College. Pakistan
pointed out that the problems
of South Asia could nol be
overcome without framing ef-
fective confidence-building
mMeasures.

Jasjit Singh, Director ﬂf the
Institute of Defence Studies

and Analyses, New Delhi. India-

in his paper on "Small Arms
and inor Weapons in
Southern Asia: Security

Implications and Need for
Coeperation,” said Lhat little
attention has been focused on
the ‘cancerous proliferation’ of
small arms, which have be-
come powerful tools of vio-
lenice 4m the hands of terror-
ists, militant and insurgent
groups.

He saild that at the close of
1993, as many as 36 wars were
going on in the world.

He suggested immediate

trans-national cooperalion to
contain the small weapons
proliferation and a UN expert-
body to chart plans against the
spread.

RU B Sc, B Com

results

RAJSHAHI, Feb 7: The re-
sults of BSc and BCom exami-
nations-1992 held under the
Rajshahi University was an-
nounced today, reports UNB.

The percentage of pass in
BSc is 51.49 and in BCom
43.40, official sources said.

A total of 1,489 candidates
out of 2,892 came out success
ful in the BSc examinations and
1.976 students out of 4 564 in
BCom examinalions.

Three students secured first
class in the BSc examinations
while 404 got second class and
1,082 third class,

The candidates who secured
first class are Kalachand Singh
of Khulna City College,
Murshed Akhter and Munmun
Sultana of Bogra Afazlul Hagq
Government College.

Only one student, Ahmed
Mostafa Kamal of Magura
Adarsha College. got first class
in BCom examination while 313
candidates secured second
class and 1,662 third class.

Authorities withheld the pe-

sults of 19 affillated colleges of

the university for adopting un-
fair means in the examinations.

— PID photo

“Myanmar Minister

arrives

A four member Mavanmar
delegation. led by Rail arnd
Transportation Minister U Win
Sein, arrived here yesterday on
a four-day visit 40 Bangladesh,
reports UNB

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed received the dele-
gation at Zia International
Airport. Senior officials ol the
Raillway Division and Myanmar
Ambassador in Dhaka U HLA
Myint were also present

Welcoming the Myanmar
Minister, Olf Ahmed tecalled
the excellent relationship be-
tween the two countiries. We
are brethers across the bor-
ders, he added

He said the neighbours
should join hands for regional
progress and prosperity and
help each other 10 make up
their deficiencies in different
fields.

Reciprocating the senti-
ment, Myanmar minister said
his government had been al-

| ways pyrsuing the policy of

peaceful co-existence

Pakistan bans
public hangings

ISLAMABAD, Feb 6: Pakis-
tanl Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's government has ba-
nned public hangings in-
troduced by the late military
president Mohammad Zia-ul-
Haq, the Supreme Court was
told on Sunday. reports Reuter.

Court officials guoted the
governmentl's depuly attorney
general Mumtaz Mirza as telling
the court that a policy decision
had beeo made by Bhutto's
three-month-old government
not to hold any public hangings

in future .
Hanif
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the university was also ad-
dressed by AL leaders Abdur
Razzak, MP, K M Jahangir, MP,
Amir Hossain Amu. Obaidul
Kader, Sultan Md Mansur Ah-
med, Akhtaruzzaman, Habibur
Rahman, BCL (M-I) president
Moinuddin Hasan Chowdhury
and general secretary Igbalur
Rahim. The meeting was
presided by BCL president of
the DU unit K H M Lizu,

Criticising the government
for “not removing the black
laws™ Abdur Razzak said that
the government had in fact ini-
liated the Anti-Terrorism Act.

Alleging that the govern-
ment was conspiring to amend
the Umniversity Ordinance,
1973. Razzak urged the people
to casl their votes for the AL
candidates

Clash at JU
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lier ousted following the ar-
mded vandalism at the JIJ on
July 29 last year. Mithu was
charged. along with 20 other
JCD men. for carrying out an
attack on the JU teachers. The
local students. hailing from
Savar and adjoining areas had,
in the meantime, established
their domination on the cam-
pus.

Campus sources said the lo-
cal JCD men had proposed a
meeting with their rigals in
the presence of the liniversity
Proctor. but till writing of this
report there was no sign ol any
negetiation.

Acting Vice Chancellor of
the wuniversity Prof Abul
Hossain has ordered pelice
raids in the troubled dormito-
ries. But the Proctor report-
edly refused to cooperate with
the acting VC as part of the
teachers’ ongoing non-cooper-
ation programme' against the

Meanwhile. the teachers'
association of the university
JUTA, in a statément, blamed
the acting VC for failing to
tackle the situation.

In separate statements, the
Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya
(GCO) and the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (M-I} ex-
pressed thrir deep concern
over the deteriorating campus
situation. They demanded se-
curity of the general students
and asked for the resignation
of the acting VC, holding him
responsible for yesterday's in-
cidents.

An uneasy situation was
prevailing on the JU campus
when reports |ast came in.

JCD in-fighting earlier on
May 19, 1992 left }9 non-local
students ctitically injured. The
internecine clash, reportedly
over JUCSU and hall unjon
polls, gave rise to the feuding
among local and non-local fae
tions

|
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EU backs air strike in Bosnia

BRUSSELS. Feb 7' The European linion backed the use of
air power today (o lift the siege of Sarajevo. according to a
draft statement seen by Reuters Diplomats said the state-
meTit was agreed by senior officials from the 12 EU nations at
a meeting of foreign ministers in Brussels although il had not
yvet been lormally approved by the ministers.

Arafat in Cairo for
talks with Peres

CAIRO Feb 7: PLO chairman Yasser Aralat arrived in Cairo
today for talks with Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres

and Egyptian President Hosni Mibarak on the delay

in im-

pletnenting Palestinian self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. Peres is
expected to arrive in Cairo within hnurs and to meet Arafat.

reports Reuter

Angolan govt bombs UNITA HQ

LISBON.

Feb 7: The government lashed out at rebels in

central Angola Monday. bombing their headquarters and key
positions. The fighting also strained UN-sponsored peace

talks.

The planes hit the stronghold of the UNTTA rebel

movement at Huambo and its positions in and around neigh-
bouring Kuito. a Western diplomat said. reports AP.

Stormy session of BNPPP
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rather than expected rn-exis-

tence.” one senior BNP leader
lold The Daily Star. requesting
ANOTYYITHLY

The present Secretary

(reneral and most of the mem
hers ol the high powered
Standing Committee have been
retaiming the posts for about
seven years during when no
major changes took place in

fromt or mid- level leader-
ships. Even three posts ol the
| 5-member commillee have
remained vacant for a long

time

Talukder was appointed in
1987 as the fourth Secretary
General [ollowing the acrimo-
nious exit ofl K M Obaidur
Rahman.

A long-felt reshuffle in the
party hierarchy was expected
during the September |-3 na-
tional council session last year
but those expectations have
remained unfulfilled till date.

"Madam (Chairperson
Begum Zia) has  discussed the
matter with her senior party
colleagues but no action was
taken because 00 Many aspi-
ranits are jockeying for the
party's key posts. " the source
said. "Possibly the BNP high
command decided in favour of
maintaining the status quo
only Lo smother any possible
hints of debilitating leadership
clash.” the source added

The source pointed to the
recent measures in the
Chittagong city unit as the be-
ginning of the changed atti-
lude of the high command.

The Standing Committee, In
an emergency meeling last
Saturday, dissolved the

Chitlagong city unit of the BNP
and expelled six mid-ranking
leaders from the party.

The highest policy-making
body held the expelled leaders
bickering feud as the main
cause of the election setback
on January 30 in the port city.
once a stronghold of Lhe ruling
party. !

The Standing Committee
will discuss the issue of the
Dhaka city unit shortly and is
likely to take similar steps
against some of the leaders in
the capital already accused of
inaction and feuding.

The source also did not rule
out a possible reshuffle in the

Magura-2 by polls

BNP nomination

seekers asked
to collect forms

Persons willing to get
nomination as BNP candidate
in Jativa Sangsad by-election
Magura-2 constituency. have
been asked to collect pre-
scribed forms from the central
office of the BNP (28/1, Naya
Paltan-Dhaka) and submit ap-
plications within February 10,
reports BSS.

Application can be collected
[rom February 8 to February 10
from 10 am to 5 pm.

Repolling
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This time, the colours of
the ballot papers for the may-
oral and commissioner candi-
dates have been changed so
that the old ballot papers
forcibly taken away from the
troubled voting centres on
January 30, could not be used
for fake voting, official sdurces
pointed out.

On successiul holding of re-
elections, the Returning
Officer Syed Eheteshum Rasul
is likely to anmounce primary
results of the 28 centres (o
morrow while the total unoffi-
cial results of the DCC polils
may be declared the following
day, sources said. The official
results in the form of gazetie
notifieation are likely to be
published within a week of the
repolling. Before the official
results, all the cancelled
votes would be examined.
During the January 30 elec-
tions. a total of 4 593 votes
were declared invalied

As per rules, the elected

and the commissioners
would be administered ovalhs
only aflter the offlicial results.
Therefore the elecied repre
sentatives of the city based lo
cal government body would
have (o wail to Lake over until
the third week of the current
monith

cabinet but said that would not

He also said that during the
national council the party con-
stitution wwas amended and the
central body was expanded to
accommodate more leaders in
the party as well as in the cab- °
inet. 2

The party high command
is now determined (o make
changes in both the party and
the cabinet.” he said.

Meanwhile, the parliamen-
tary party of BNP de-
cided that selected leaders
will counter Oppesition attacks
in the House. while the party
will take a firm stand to try the
culprits invoilved in
carnage on the day following
the city polls in which six
people were killed.

The three-hour meeting
was later adjourned indefi-
nitely

BNP chief and Prime

Minister Begum Zia listened to
the discussions but did not
make any comments. She sug-
gested further discussions.

Indian diplomat
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first working session on Lhe

second day of the seminar.

In her paper. Nahid Islam
outlined the Indian withdrawal
of Ganges water at Farakka and
its adverse Impact on
Bangladesh's -socio-economic
condition. the agrarian system
and the ecological balance.

"At present, in the absence
of any agreement. India is with-
drawing most of the dry season
flow leaving Bangladesh at the
mercy of the nature,” she said.

Nahid Islam expressed con-
cern over the situalion arising
out of the Indian withdrawal ol
water that had alarmingly re-
duced the surface and ground

- water levels in

Outlining some 5uggtsunna
fer augmentation of the dry
season flow of the international
river, she referred to the Indus
Basin Treaty, US-Canada
Boundary Water Treaty, US-
Mexico Treaty and the Amazon
Cooperation Treaty, all signed
under international rules.

Mahbub
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moval of Attorney General
Aminul Huq. The meeting was
held with Forum convenor
Justice T H Khan in the chair.

Advocate Mahbub accused
the Additional Attorney
General of instigating the
problems for the government
to satisfy his lust to become
Attorney General himself.

"I, like other members of
the bar, did not like the ap-
pointment of Khandaker as
Additional Attorney General
and registered our resentment
with the appropriate author-
ity.” he said. adding This move
has led to this conspiracy
against me.”

Golam Mahbub claimed that
he and some other members of
the Bar who are also members
of the Forum were not in-
formed of the forum's meeting.

One BNFP source, when con-
tacted, pointed out that™
Advocate Mahbub's broadside
against Wadud Khandaker is a
result of personal rivalry be-
tween them He said the bar
president was very annoyved at
not being allowed to speak at
the Forum's convention held in
the city last month, for which
he personally blames Wadud
Khandaker.

Additional Attorney General
Wadud Khandaker told The
Daily Star that Golam Mahbub
was a BNP candidate and got
full party backing during the
elections to the Bar associa-

tion.

"We expected him to be ra-
tional in his approach to the
crisis regarding the appoint-
ment of judges especially be-
cause he is a vice- chairman of
the BNP' instead of further
widening the rift between the
judiciary and the executive
branch of government.”

Terming Golam Mahbub's
role as ‘totally unwarranted
he added: "He should have
taken a reconciliatory effort
instead

On charges that he covets
the Attorney General's office,
Wadud Khandaker said "1 never
approached anybody for the
post of Additional Atterney
General and | accepted the
post very reluctantly



