DHAKA TUESDAY,

FEBRUARY 8, 1994

Abu Dhabi court rejects pleas

for BCCI officials' release

ABU DHABI, Feb 7: An Abu
Dhabi criminal eourt on yes
terday rejected pleas by de-
fence lawyers Lo release
former BCCI officials who have
been held in the emirate since
1991 when the failed bank was

He said the judgc ordered
“the continued detention of
the defendants.”

Eleven defendants in court
have pleaded not guilty to
criminal charges including
dissipating funds, forging doc-

Abu Dhahbi Investment Auth-
ority (ADIA} and Abu Dhabi
Finance Department have filed
two civil claims worth about
10.3 billion dollar against the
13 defendants based on the
criminal

swrrender was part of
an t that the United
‘States reached on Sunday with
the Abu Dhabi ruling family
that also calls for a major fi-
nancial settlement and access

BusiNEss

Japan to cut plutonium

output from spent-fuel

TOKYO, Feb 7: Japan is (o
scale down its production of
plutonium from spent nuclear
fuel. a key pillar of its energy
policy, as a result of irterna-
tional disapproval, Kyodo News

Agency reported on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

nium, which produce pluto-
nium as a by-product of. their
reactions. °

But Japan has pinned its
hopes for future energy inde-
pendence on the development
of fast breeder reactors pow-
éred by plutonium, which must
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