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Supreme Court Impasse

It is possible, and we hope that it is so, that
the impasse created over the appointment of
nine Supreme Court (SC) judges. will be over by
the time this comment i{s published. Regardless
ol developments, the question remains as to how
and why it happened in the first place? In gover
nance, especially in democratic governance,
there is the letter of the law, and the spirit of the
law. At times, and in given situations, the spirit of
the law is far more important than anything else.
The latest impasse is the direct result of the fail-
ure of the Law Ministry to adhere to the norm
and established practice of appointing judges for
the Supreme Court.

Yes, the Constitutional provision requiring the
President to consult the Chief Justice (CJ) before
finalising the appointment of the Supreme Court
Judges, no longer exists. It fell victim, along with
many other democratic provisions of our 1972
Constitution, to the 4th Amendment. However,
regardless of the change in the Constitution, the
practice of consulting with the CJ remained and
all fvtrmn:ntn — that of Zia, Sattar and Ershad

ided by it.
Naturally, therefore, the tation was that a
democratic government will not only adhere to

the norm, but make the practice more transpar-
ent and accountable. This explains the rather se-
vere reaction of the Supreme Court Bar
Association, which passed a resolution rejecting
this move. It asked the Chief Justice to retuse to
administer oath, and raised the possibility of a
boycott of the courts if any of those judges were
to be accepted. The critical nature of the situa-
tion became obvious when the Chief Justice him-
self went public in a speech, which really trig-
gered the Bar Association action.

We would like to clearly state that we hold the
Law Ministry responsible for creating this crisis
and embarrassing the government pu it in
an untenable and patently indefensible tion.
The lack of consultation, or rather the near ab-
sence of it, between the Judiciary and the Law
Ministry, is the real source of all the problems.
We fail to understand what the government
stands to gain by flaunting this norm. Has the
. government been so humiliated due to some ego

problem of some top players ? We feel that, it is
only through consultation that the best profes-
sionals can be identified. How can the ministry
know better than the CJ himself as to whom to
promote and whom to appoint ?

We commend the SC Bar Association for taking
the action that they did. They upheld the. position
of the courts and enhanced the prestige of the
Chief Justice. The government also deserves
credit by not taking the issue as. a challenge
against itself, but as a mistake that needed to
corrected. It was this maturity of action that led
the government to be flexible, and take acco-
modative steps, that it is reportedly taking.

The main issue, however, remains to be that of
independence of the judiciary. The current ad-
ministration’'s control over the judges leads to the
type of situations that we just faced. Why should a

overnment be afraid of setting up a truly
e ent judiciary? In fact, such a judiciary,
protected from the machinations of the power of

the day, can become the best n%ua%'antﬂr nl:inr th
tection of our Constitution a e guardian o

all civil liberties, democratic norms and individ-
ual human rights. The government appears to
have an unfounded fear of an independent judi-
ciary. Its foot dragging on related bills in the par-
liament is only raising public suspiciom about the
government's real intentions.

We hope that the government will learn from
this experience and be the wiser from it. It
should now lend its (ull support towards making
judiciary fullv independent and further streng-
then its democratic credentials.

The Good Samaritans

The United Nations Joint Consultative Group
on Policies, for the first time in its existence,
moved out of its headquarters in New York or
"Rome and held-a meeting in Dhaka on Sunday.
The session was highlighted by four presentations
made on the leading development issues of
Bangladesh in the presence of all the five heads of
the consultdtive grﬂu{as. Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman very correctly welcomed the departure
by the JCGP in choosing Bangladesh as the first
~ far-out venue for their on-spot meetings.

This shows that Bangladesh is high on the
agenda of the JCGP. How much better would it
have been if Bangladesh were not as badly stuck
‘up with its development problems as to deserve
such a distinction. At the same time one has rea-
. son to believe that Bangladesh hasn't done too
baIElclly either in its &Uusting with demons of un-
derdevelopment and backwardness. With only a
small but resolute push on the population, em-
pipytﬂl;tnt and literacy fronts, Bangladesh could be
in
their centuries-old miseries and on to ever new
achievements. If those billion-strong population
behemoths could raise themselves out of the
poverty hole and almost as if by their own-boot-
straps, it should be rather an easy job for light-
weight Bangladesh to cover up the little stretch
past our LDC status. “

In this very crucial race to an all-round survival
level we are being helped by very many United
Nations agencies, They had a big hand in covering
our lI:at:»pru tion very greatly, if not upto saturation
level, by tubewells. Now the spectacular success
of the EPl has demonstrated very strikingly the
value of their helping hand and Bangladesh's own
receptive trait despite widespread lack of educa-
tion. These successes could very well be very
good pace-setters for our efforts on the literacy
and population fronts. While in the latter we have
been improving steadily but not at a desired pace,
the former continues to be an obdurate case of
inertia. The complexities of converting a partly
preliterate and partly illiterate society into a
wholly literate one are something lending only to
exertions from within rather than interpollations
from outside. This is only to say that help from
outside in this area, rather than being held off,
should be designed in a radically different man-
ner not looking for its ewn pasture but bolstering
the national initiative. A great thing they can do is
to persuade our government to come out of its
bureaucratic straitjacket in its overall approach
towards the literacy drive.

The United Nations has for the umpteenth
time shown how it cares for us. Our thanks for
that would be meaningful if we show we also care
for ourselves.

n now carrying China and India past °
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T was the tie that Mr
I Grant, the Unicef Chief,
was wearing that attrac-
ted my attention Printed in
bright colours, it looked like
an art work of a child. 'Yes . he
said, 'this is a new weapon of
our advocacy drive He ste-
pped back into the bedr®m of
his hotel suite, and came oul
wilth a collection of six ties
which he showed me. They
were all based on art work
done by kids Ties made (rom
these designs are sold to raise
lunds for children's projects.
‘We use every possible item to
advocate for the rights and
problems of children.” Yes, the
indefatigable crusader for the
children’'s right was at it again
Preaching about children's
rights even through what he
wore. ‘Next time you will prob-
ably be wearing a jacket with
children's paintings all over
it? There are limits.' he as-
sured me with a smile, ‘of how
far | will go. Those who know
him. and work with him are
not so sure
James P Grant. born in
China in 1922, is the grand old
man of the UN system. At 72,
he is going ever so strong,
with his relentless advocacy
for the rights of children.
From an obscure demand, on
the fringe of the development
debate. Grant has. single-
handedly. brought the chil-
dren's rights issue at the very
centre of the global debate

Combining child health, in-
fant mortality. maternal health
and child care, the focus on
children now encompasses
the core of the Human Re-
source Development challenge.
Currently visiting Bangladesh
in connection with the JCGP
(Joint Consultative Group on
Policies, a club of five UN
agencies — UNDP, UNFPA,
IFAD, WFP and UNICEF) to
work out joint strategies on
their respective agency pro-
grammes, Grant was his ever
go-getting-self. His colleagues
lovingly complain, ‘He is just
unstoppable.’

How was his cause pro-
gressing? The natural optimist
that he is. said that with all the

HE trouble with political

slogans is that they near-

ly always backfire. They
reduce pages of policies to
three or four words and epen
up endless interpretations.

The bland new United
States phrase "Partnerships for
peace” to describe relations
between NATO (the West's
main military alliance) and the
eastern European states is al-
ready causing difficulty. For
British Prime Minister John
Major the simple words "Back
to basics” have produced a

t crisis that he may
find difficulty surviving.

His long run to political ac-
cidents is now such that one
cruel commentator has said

that if John Major spotted a

‘banana skin on the other side

of the road he would cross
over to slip on it.
Back to basics is, oddly

enough. a by-product of the

Treaty of Maastricht, the
European Union agreement

over which the British ago-

nised for more than a year and
to this day deeply splits the
ruling Conservative Party.

A demoralised post-
Maastricht Tory party found a
crusade at its annual confer-
ence last October that Major
decided should reunite them.
It was based on the perceived
need for a return. to what were
seen to be values that where
destroyed in the 1960s.

* The Tories hate the 1960s.

GROFORESTRY is often

called a 'wedlock lor

survival." Highly regar-
ded by most forestry experts.
it seeks to keep lands
productive and uneroded while
preserving forests. )

In the broadest sense. the
term ‘agroforestry’ encom-
passes any land use which in-
cludes both forests and trees
and farming — on the same

| piece of land.

. In most of Asia, agroforestry
in fact is a traditional practice.
Only the term and the empha-
sis to better understand the
many systems of agroforestry is
new. :
According to the Food and

Agriculture Organisation (FAQ),
‘agroforestry as an ancient art
and a modern science has
great potential to improve the
livelihoods of farmers in Asia
and the Pacific.’

There are several reasons

e

Laddress.

Sir, The Daily Star of
January 27 includes the news
"World's failure to end plight of
Bosnians upsets Muslims". The
point is well taken and clearly
depicts Muslim feelings at the
outrageous and totally one-
sided considerations — a
grotesque departure from hu-
mane ethics — by the so-called
western powers.

I. however, do have serious
objections against the 51-
member OIC who have only
been appealing to the UN for
more practical actions to end

with. double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name,

!gtgrview with James P Grant

UN Syste

new problems that the world
faced — Somalia, Bosnia
Afghanistan etc. — there was
an overall sense of positive
momenium as [ar as the causo
of children was concernerl
Nineteen-ninety marked the
watershed. according to him
It was the year in which the
World Conference for Basic
Education lor All was held,
followed by the ratification of
the Convention on Children.
and finally the Child Summit.
which was held towards the
end of the year. All this gave an
altogether new direction for
sqglving the problems of chil
dren. The issues of education,
primary health care and basir
needs. came into the centre
stage of global debate. Jaines I’
Grant of Unicef had a lot to do
with that development

'How do you motivate the
recalcitrant governmen!i 10
move faster on implementatios)
of international principles anr!
conventions? The answer s
the direct approach, Grani
said. ‘I try and get the head ol
state. or the head of the gov-
ernment, personally invelved.
It is made out to be his or her
personal agenda. Social sectors
are multi-ministerial affairs
and the best way to get them
going is Lo involve the head ol
the government. Then. of
course, we help the govern
ments in the implementation
process. Not only Unicef, bul
all UN agencies do that
Thirdly, we urge private sector
to do things. Condition should
be so created through private
initiative that it becomes “badl
politics™ not to take action on
children's issues. This is
achieved by creating public
opinion, which. then forces
governmental action.’

‘For example, we are now
pressing for a formula called
20-20 (taken. | suppose. [roi
a very popular TV news pro

gramme in the USj. Under this
formula we are propagating
that 20 per cent of all ODA
(Official Development Assis

m’s Moving
by Mahfuz Anam

tance)] and 20 per cent of
national resources should be
devoied to education health
and [amily planning. Isn't it al

S

James P Grant, Head of
14 years: UN's oldest-young man
bringing children's issues to the
very centre of global debate on de--
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reandy the case? ‘Not in most

couniries, he replied.
is there any major abstacle
he is facing. which is getti

now more {‘lm to the
shrinking forelign aid fund.
Rissia. East Europe. the Cen-
and the

iral Asiam

Defhi. of nine most populous
countries with the highest
illiteracy rates. They were
Bangladesh. Brazil. China. Egy-
pi. Indonesia, India. Mexico.
Nigeria and Pakistan. In the
conference, China, Indonesia
and Mexico were identified as
countries well on track to
provide BO per cent of their
children with effective primary
education by the year 2000.

Then there were India, Brazil
anel Egypt, identified as being
able to get on track. |f
significant efforts were to be
made. Then there was the thi-
rid group of countries, namely
Bangladesh and Nigeria, where
a near miraculous effort was

MPs Wonder: Who's Sleeping in Who's Bed?

Derek Ingram writes from London

MPs at Westminster started the new year in a state of jitters, wondering what revelations
about their personal lives are going to surface next. A Pandora’'s Box has been opened by the
British government’s adoption of a policy labelled "Back to basics.” It has plunged the country
into a moral heart-searching that threatens an already tottering government. |

the decade when the lasl ves-
tiges of the Victorian Britain
they so admired were swept
away. People suddenly adopted
a freer, more open way of life.
Taboo words were freely spo-
ken, literary censorship swept
away. These were the years of
flower power, the Beatles and
Rolling Stones and student re-
volt. '
Western society has never
been quite the same since. For
the British Tories it became

convenient to blame all these
"evils” on the opposition
Labour Party because it was in
power from 1964 onwards.
They try to forget that when it
all started thetr own Harold

MacMillan was prime minister

ol what was then a liberal Tory .

governmert.

The right-wing backlash to
the 1960s came in the 1980s
with the arrival of Margaret
Thaicher, but she never prac-
tised half of what she
preached. Her political in-
stincts told her whenever pos-
sible to turn a blind eye to the
personal misdemeanors of her
colleagues.

When Cecil Parkinson. one
of her closest ministers, had a

child by secretary Sarah Keays °

he had to go, but Thatcher
tended not adopt a high moral
tone during the affair.

John Major is by inclination
more liberal than his prede-
cessor, but finding the country
besel by rising crime rates’
increasing unruliness in
schools, growimg divorce fig-

. ures, loosening family ties, and

a growing incidence of busi-
ness chicanery, he was driven
by a powerful group of right-
wing ministers to launch a
campaign that aimed to re”
store common decencies,
neighbourliness — and “family
values."

With some justification. he
argued that people were be-
coming less considerate of
each other, uncaring, self-
seeking. It was left, not unnat-
urally, for the epposition o
point out that much of this was
the product of a growing free-
for-all materialism encouraged
by the Thatcher policies of the
1980s.

The real problems were:
could the government practise
what it preached? Did this
new puritanism involve a drive
for personal morality? *If so,
what about the family values
practiced by the politicians
themselves?

Opinions in the party dif-
fered widely. One MP, Anthony’
Steen, said back to basics

, ministers had alre

' volved  in marital ¢

meant "lovi yuur' neighbour,
but it does ot mean loving
your neighbour's wife.”

Major had plenty of warn-
ings to take care. Several of his
been.in-

one kind or another, two of
them Chancellors of the
Exchequer and one the chair-
man of the Party. Several
others had been through the
divorce courts. The royal fam-
ily was beset by marriage
break-ups.

Nonetheless, Major pressed
on as ministers put their own
various interpretations on the
term Back to basics. Then the
Pandora's Box opened. Oul
came Tim Yeo, forced to re-
sign as environment minister
after revealing that he had two
illegitimate children; Steven
Norris, transport minister
separated from his wife and
known for extra-marital affairs;
David Ashby MP who admitted
a "tempestuous” marriage and
whose wife said politicians
should live up to the standards

Asia Reaches End of Arable Land Frontier

Depthnews reports from Bangkok

 The Asia-Pacific has 69 p—p; cent of the world's agri-
population

why agroforestry has emerged
as an appropriate form of land
use in recent years. There is,
for example, the deteriorating

- land-man ratio in the region.

FAO statistics show that
Asia and the Pacific accommo-
dates 69 per cent of the
world's agricultural population
but only 28 per cent of world's
agricultural land. Conse-
quently, the per capita
availability of agricultural land
in the region is only 0.27
hectares compared with 1.64
hectares in the rest of the
world.

_ ‘In many countries of the
region,’

FAO reports, 'the
arable.land frontier has already
been reached, and means of
meeting the needs of increas-
ing populations must be found.'
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the seize of Bosnia but not get- -

ting directly involved. My
highest regards go Lo the two
great lady Prime Ministers,
Tansu Ciller of Turkey and
Benazir Bhutto of Pakistamn,
who took a morale-boosting
trip to Sarajevo on February 2.
Bangladesh is one of the
largest Muslim-populated sta-
tes and it would certainly hdve
been nice to see our Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
.also taking such a trip. The
nation would really be once
again proud of her then.

Syed Tasleern Hussain

Uttara, Dhaka
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-have come out rightly

cultural
tural land.

but only 28 per cent of its agricul-

Population pressure has a

lot to do with forest destruc-

tion. As population pressure
intensifies, people in lowland
areas often migrate to nearby
uplands and practise rainfed
cropping.

Around two million
hectares of forest are denuded
annually in Asia and the Pacific.
About 75 per cent of this de-
forested area is used for agri-
culture, resulting in many
cases in spontaneous: un-
planned settlements, with the
destruction of forests and de-
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pletion of the thin mantle of

fertile topsoil, these lands are
quickly rendered , unproduc-
tive. '
‘One consequence would bé
an acute fuelwood shortage by
the year 2000 in many parts of
the region. FAO forecasts that
as many as 46 million people
may experience fuelwood
scarcity in the Himalayas, 487
million in the Indo-Gangetic
plain of South Asia and 239
million in South East Asia — or
a lotal of 772 millign people.
Then there is also the fact
that wherever population den-

Sir, With the of
successful, free and fair city
corporation elections on
January 30. the roots of
democracy in our country have
further grown stronger.
Thanks to Justice Abdur Roal,
Chief Election Commissioner.
Also thanks to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and Leader
of the Opposition Sheikh Ha-
sina. Today Bangladesh stands
proudly in the community of
world’'s democratic nations.
Well done voters.

The election of the four city
corporations has been a bless-
ing in disguise. Stuck up with
innumerable problems and dif
ficulties and continuing dead-
lock in various local, national
and international affairs, the
city dwellers of Dhaka. Chi-
ttagong, Khulna and Rajshahi
with
their right of franchise, -The
January 30 election would

lapses, omissions and mistakes
it committed since it took over
the control of the government
after the restoration of demoe-
racy in the couniry in February
1991. This would also make
the AL aware that the people
are always with the party
which supports people's cause.
The people of our country

. are no longer interested in any

im on any matter but all
round development, smooth
administration, maintenance of
law and order, solution of na-
tional and international prob-
lems and above all checks and
balances, accountability and
transparency in every field top
from the Jativa Sangsad to Lthe
bottom nion Parishad level

Today the people are only
interested in the practical ser
vices of the BNP and AL. Let
BNFP and AL prove their worth

from now for the next round —
19968 elections. Indeed elec-

tion vicltory or deleal alwavs

are small and the forest lands
are extensively degraded. As in
Bangladesh. India, Java and

Bali islands of Indonesia,
Nepal, Pakistan, the Phili-
ppines, Thailand and Sri

Lanka, it has led to many ad-
verse environmental impacts.

In countries where there is
low population density, popula-
tion concentration is found in
localised spots where shifting
cultivation has led to forest
degradation.

The high ecological and so-
cial costs of land degradation
have in recent years become a
major concern of governments.
These are the reasons behind
the renewed focus by govern-
ments on a land use system
like agroforesiry.

Recently, FAO convened 50
concerned professionals, at

moves with the time and au-
gurs well for democracy.

0O.H Kabhir
Dhaka-1203

Shade tree

Sir, This refers to the news
item on shade tree cutting at
tea gardens in your esteemed
daily of January 23

It has been very rightly re-
ported that the miscreants
come in big number and over-
power the chowkidars and the
allegation of the managers is
also very much correct that
the law enforcing agencies are
not taking any step to curb the
activities of the miscreants for
mysterious reasons

Shade trees are essential
for survival and growth of the
tea plants and these are grown
at great cosi and efforts. Tea
gardens are also one of the
very few places if not the only
place where great contribution

wof

necessary o put these two

Finally the Dethi Summit ’
identified Pakistan. im the
words of Mahbubul Huq. the
former Pakistani Finance Mi-
nister and the main mover
behind the UNDP Human
Development Report. as the
' ' case. The Unicef

It 1s my feeling that Bangla- °
desh is in a position to make &
major breakthrou in its

developmental . But the
question is, will it have the

dollar question. We sure wish
we knew the answer.

Meanwhile, we in Bangla-
desh wish this - oldest-young
man (seldom have | seen a
man more energetic, com-
mitted and open to new ideas
and innovation) all the luck in
his global task which, in effect,
are our owm.

they preach; and another MP,
Alan Duncan, who resigned as
junior minister because of ad-
vantage he gained by selling a
council house,

Then came the cruellest
blow of all: Lord Caithness had
Lo resign as shipping and avia-
tion minister when his wife's
suicide followed reports that
the marriage was in difficul-

e ithough such on avalanche
of scandal is unusual, British
prime ministers have had
many similar experiences and
they themselves have often
been the subject of scandal

}.%:?vil George's love Iffe was
nolorlods: MacMillan's wile’
had a long allair with the flam-

boyant Scottish MP Bob
Boothby. Examples are many.

In Britain today the politi-
cians blame the tabloid press
for exposing what years aga
was often kept under wraps.
Sometimes they have a point.
This time the press can hardly
be blamed for digging out ex-
amples of wrongs the govern-
ment itself says need to be
righted.

Major has allowed the gov-
ernment to be led into a moral

crusade., He should have
known il could nol practise

what it preached. As critics
have pointed out: he has made
his bed and now he has to lie
in it. —GEMINI NEWS

DEREK INGRAM was until
recently Editor of Gemini
News Service,

the FAO regional office here to
gather ideas which will guide -
the future direction of agro-
forestry in the region.

‘Agroforestry can be an ap-
propriate land use for achiev-
ing sustainable development in
an environment where defor-
estation and degradation of
forest resources has reached
an alarming level," H Tsuchiya,
FAO Deputy Regional Re-
presentative told the con-
ference.

Two of the major con-
straints identified by the ex-
perts were the tenurial re-
forms on land and farmers
rights to use the trees (tree
tenure). For example, there—-
have been no significant insti-
tutional reforms in most coun-
tries to modify tenurial laws
and procedures in favour of
those practising agroforestry.
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is being made systematically
towards preservation of natural
environment., But ironically
nobody seems to be eager
enough to extend a real help-
ing hand to the gardens for
their protection.

The miscreants these days
are found to be adopting new
tactics of cutting and taking
away shade trees. And inspite
of protests from the garden au-
thorities permjssion is also
given for setting up new saw
mills near the tea gardens
although there is no source of
timber around except the tlea
gardens and Government re
serve fores(,

The minisiry in-charge of
environment and forest and its
departments and all con-
cerned should come out with
elfective measures (o curb
down this crime instead ol
rendering only Hp service

SHM
Sythet




