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GATT Proposal at Davos

Peter Sutherland. the chief of the General
Agreeme it on Tarifts and Trade (GATT) has
called for the formation of a new global forum of
the rich «ind poorer nations for better manage-
ment of t he world economy. Though not alto-
F)ether a novel approach in itself, the GATT

irector Ge'neral's plea carries a sense of urgency
and a ring of realism | :

Mr. Suthe'rland made his appeal while address-
ing the Woi'ld Economic Forum the other day.
Held at the Alpine ski resort town of Davos in
Switzerland, the meeting was attended by some
1,500 politiccal and business leaders including
rime minist ers, finance ministers and central

governois.

The world has learnt to look upon the Group of
Seven (G-7) industrialized powers — Britain,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the
United States — as the arbiters of the global
economy. The GATT chief has termed the G-7 as
a small and exc lusive group of wealthy nations. He
says that G-7 is incapable of coordinating the
work of the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank anc! the n eme World Trade
Organization. Tlhe world has to treat money, fi-
nance, trade in an integrated manner and needs
to find better waiys for coordination in these ar-

Mr Sutherland makes out his case for in-
creased participation of developing countries in
global economic rnanagement by drawing a refer-
enee to the newly industrializing nations in Asia
and Latin Americ:. These are the economies that
are ex%nding fast, cFrmriding the world the best
hopes for growth and it wouldn't do to keep them
out, he reasoned. : - ' |

Recent shifts in the pattern of economic re-
gionalism tend to suggest that the world's major
industrial powers are getting somewhat more in-
clined to enter into arrangements for closer as-
sociation with developing countries. The North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) which
became operational last month, links Mexico to
the United States and Canada. The 17-member
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum
links Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand and
the United States to twelve developing
economies. APEC used to function as a loose-knit
consultative forum. However, the leaders attend-
ing its summit meeting last November, felt im-
pelled to issue a ‘joint vision statement’, sayi
that their economies were m towards inter-
dependence, reflecting a growing sense of com-
munity among the APEC members. Then again,
the Paris-based Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Dcvelancnt (OECD) — also
known as the Capitalism's club — took the un-

nted step in its last June's meeting to in-
vite two developing countries, South Korea from
Asia and Mexico from Latin America, to join its

It's not that the developing countries do not
sit toi;aﬂllﬂ even now with industrial nations
in global economic policy making bodies of

] ons, such as the International

und and the World Bank. However, what they

ac do is represent their own constituen-
.cies, namely, other developing countries. They do
not have an equal voice with the déveloped
Eﬁ;;ntries. Intricate rules on vpting rights see to

.- At Davgs, the GATT Director has proposed the
creation of a top-level forum for gluga.l economic
ment. He wants a world body that 'would
sit prime miniatfrs,- finance .ministers and trade
ministers from the OECD nations and from devel-
: countries, If the world heeds to his call and
. form such a forum, the countries particjpat-
ing must be treated as equal partners in manag-
ing the global economy. | |

Where EC Failed

ing, the just concluded mayoral elec-

If ar?th
-tions of the metropolitan cities have proved the
point that the democratic polity of the country is
the process of maturing. Belying the fear that
large-scale rigging and pre-polls violence would |
not allow an objective reflection of the popular
will in the election results, this time the elec-
torate have largely been able to get things their

way. Indeed, the voters did care little if anyone

was t exception to their way of exercising
franchise; what they cared, instead, for is their
own judicious judgement. The post-polls carnage
in Nawabganj, Dhaka, although has robbed the
‘mayoral election much of its democratic values .

and sanctity, should bettey be considered an iso-+
lated incident.

Sure enough, a dispassionate evaluation of polls
to the four city corporations will come to the
conclusion that the gains far outweigh the limita-
- tions and minus points. Notwithstanding a few

blemishes, the Election Commission (EC) has
done a wonderful job this time. It deserves acco-
lades for what it has done in holding the election,
to a large deﬁe. freely and fairly. But it is be-
cause the EC has given an improved account of it-
self that we feel it our duty to

that appeared to have been grossly oversighted b
it. -We]f. the voters' list is gwrvhat Yw: ;sllr«s:gl;.lall:irléIr |

The fact that genuine residents of Dhaka, who
have been living for generations here and have
cast their votes in all previous elections, have also
been left out this time'shows that the job was
shabbily done. That a number of impossible and
fictitious names got enlisted and genuine voters
were drop
affected the outcome of this election, but cer-
tainly they have a tremendous bearing on the sys-
tem of democracy itself. Admittedly, in our situa-
tion %'eparing a fail-safe voters' list is next to im-
possibility but when discrepancies and irregulari-
ties do occur — either by default or deliberately
- =— on a substantial order, there is a need for the
EC to look into the matter. The sooner it does so

the better. A large number of complaints have

‘been reported and a thorough enquiry will
the full extent of the pi‘ﬂbler%]. . et i
In this context, we take the o rtuni
- of redirecting the focus to the queatiﬂpnp?:f intrg
~ducirnig identity cards for the voters. The feasi-
bility - of this being implemented before the
next general election which is due in two years
time, should be studied. If it appears to be a tall
order, at least the anomalies in the voters' list
should be brought in order well ahead of the next
general election. To make the election more
credible to the people, the first step is the
making of the voters’ list as perfect as possible.

int to an area

d from the voters' list may not have b

Labour and Environmental Codes f

HE dust ol the seve
year wrangle over Lhe
Uruguay Round has bai

ely settled down The global
trade accord 15 yet 1o he
signed formally - on April |15

But there are already omens ol

new contentious issnes hemnmp

raked up Another row over
world trading rules seems (o
be in the making

The move thus Lime is to
extend world trading rules %o
environmental and labour
issues Efforts are on to set up
a committee al the World
Trade Organization (WTO), the
new global trade body which
replaces GATT (General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade). to
deal with environmental issu

es. It is planned to have (he
new commiitee at the WTOr in
place by April As the world

forum for settling tnternational
trade disputes. the WTO js also
to be given a broad mandate on
labour issues. ;

Developing countries in
general have all along opposed
the gotion that codes on envi
ronmental and labour issues
should be written into the
world trading rules. They see
the move as a smokescreen for
enabling the industrial nations
to indulge in new modes of
protectionism. Il a new brawl
shapes up over this issue on
the global trading scenario.
probably there would be a line-
up of broadly the developing
nations on one side and the
advanced economies on the
other.

The latest public utterings
of the main prptagonists ol the
move tend to conflirm the

_worst fears of many of Lhe

developing nations. The spo-

risors of this move are openly
airing apprehensions that
trade liberalisation emanating
from the global accord could

- Elections will Affect Ne

' PAL has geared up for
: what promises to be kee-

nly contested by-elec-
tions, the results of which are
expected to have far-reaching

" implications for future political

developments in the .mountain
kingdom. : :

This Feb 7 by-elections for
two parliamentary seats, left
vacant by the death of two top
communisi leaders, will also
test for the first time the pop-
ularity of the Nepali Congress
government since it was
elected to power in May 1991.

The otherwise purely rou-
tine election has dominated
the front pages of Nepali
newspapers for the last several
weeks. This is due to the deci-
sion of the ruling party presi-
dent Krishna Prasad Bhattarai
to run in. the prestigious
Kathmandu 1 constituency
where he was defeated in
1991 by Madan Kumar
Bhandari, the brilliant charis-
matic leader of the Communist

[ Party of Nepal, United Marxist-

Leninist (UML),

Also to be élected is a re-
placement for Drone Prasad
Acharya of the
Constituency 1, another vet-
eran communist leader, who
died of cancer early last year.

Mr Bhandari, 41, died in a
tragic but mysterious road
mishap last May. There is
widespread suspicion within

Letters for publication in these columns should * be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed |

Jhapa

lead to o surge 'n cheap
Imports trom the developing
courtries. particularly those in
Asia. Developing countries are
in a position to produce goods
cheaper. the argument goes

because their prevailing envi

ronmenial. standards poor
working conditions for labour
and low wage structure com

bine to reduce the cost of their
output. Large inroads made hy
these low-cost imports into
the markets ol the West under
the cover of a global open
trading systerp would seriously
undermine the competiti

veness of the producers in the
developed world The West, on
the other hand. could not
lower wages and social-stand-
ards to improve fts compe-
titive edge because Lhat would

flepress e ones and ineroase
miscenrity. The answer then,
1S 1o set global labour and
environmernlal standards. wri-
le these inlo the world trading
rales and let the new govern
ing body. the WTO. enfloree
themy, To conlorm 1o these
standards. producers in the
developing countries would

have to spend more. The incr
cased outlay will raise (heir
cost. ertcding Ltheir competitive
advantage The trade in the

goods so produced will then'

not only be free bhut also Fair.

No wonder, many a
developing nation, see in the
new move an effort to impose
the West's environmental and
Jabour standards on them. And
this may 1ot be all. There are
lalks of extending the coverage
of the standards even to hu
man rights isstes such as pri-
son and child labour. minimum
wages, health and salety.

The issues being raised now
cannot pessibly be faulted on
grounds ol principle. The call
for global standards may also

the UML and outside that he
was victim of a plot: although
his jeep fell into the river his
body was found 28 kilometres
dowmnstream two days later. His
autopsy showed he did not die
of drowning.

The late parliamentarian

was critical of India's role_ in
Nepal's domestic political de-
velopments. especially New
Delhi's quiet moves to monop-
olise the Himalayan river wa-
ters for power, flood control
and irrigation benefits. .
" Vidva Bhandari. the 32-
year-old widow of Mr
Bhandari. is seeking to replace
her husband. Although she is a
member of neither UML's
politburo nor its central com-
mittee, she is being backed by
the UML.

Apparently, Mrs Bhandari
amd the UML: are counting on
the sympathy of voters.

Mr Bhattarai, 70, kicked off
his election campaign by assur-
ing Prime Minister Girija
"Prasad Koirala that his erfiry
into parliament would not end
Koirala's premiership.

'l have no intention to be
prime minister and there is no
such need either. | am not
contesting the by-election to
become the prime minister,
Mr Bhattarai told a public
meeting. oy

Few ' people believe that
statement, however, Mr

.. e e
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Containing
~ Sir, A saying goes, “It is
easier to check the first de-
sire, than to satisfy those fol-
low it." It is true that a man
who may find himself satisfied
with whatever he has, may

soon fall prey to the greed of
having more. This may be ow-

ing to very many reasons, the

prime one might be his neigh-
In fact it is a thing of vital

importance that when an indi- -

vidual is capable of checking

his first desire of having
something, he invariably saves -
- himself from

the burden of
shouldering the additional

burdens, which were to follow
- in the long runsif and when he

was subdued to the first desire.

Every desire when checked
in the beginning, it is so much
better. And when it is not
checked and implemented it
would involve some responsi-
bility to matters that would
surely follow taxing one's time
-and money. And an increase in
the sense of want, is likely to
expand the range of corrup-

tion,' if the individual is not ca- .

pable to meet the fund through
his ordinary resources. Be-
cause when a want is felt, an
urge is invariably created to
fulfil it by whatever means fair
or foul, which is sure to breed
corruption. :

Today, when we look at
things around us, we find to

our utter surprise and t:lisrmr_».r.‘r

a sense of competition in those
who are men of lower income

[ group to have costly amenities

of life, .,obviously not within
their reach by honest means.

" to take immediately

bear the writer's real name, signature and

It is, therefore. very much
desirable that an individual
should think in terms of re--

- maining content and satisfied

. with whatever he has or he can
expect of have within his fi-
nancial. capability, so that the

range of corruption may be .

contained and suitably kept
under control.

S M Hussain :
61/5. Manipur, Dhaka

Kashmir and UN

Security Council
Sir, On 17th January, 1948,
the Indian and Pakistani argu-
ments produced a Security
Council Resolution which set
the tune for the future shape of
United Nations involvement in
resolving the Kashmir dispute,
offering its service as an hon-
«€st broker to sort out a quarrel
beiween two parties. The first

© Security Council Resolution .

did no more in effect than

urge the disputants to get to-

gether to sort out their differ-
ences without making a public
nuisance of themselves, The
Resolution called upon both
the Govts of India and Pakistan
all mea-
sures calculated to improve
the situation and refrain from
making any statements which
might aggravate the situation.

It also requested each of these
Govts to inform the Counecil
immediately any material
change in the situation which
OCCuUrs or appears o occur
while the matter s under con-
sideration ol the Council.

On 20th January 1948,
those bland requests led to the

- warmmed Mr Bhattarai.
prestige should be secure for

. reﬂeqﬁ:d

L

oot the genuiine concern of
Fhe awluostrial world with envi
vingmmiens! and human rights

e dleveloping countries th
rinselves are getimg incre

asingly aware of the need for a

tlean enviromment and [(or
improving the human rights
situation Wages are going up
in these countries too and

labour conditions are getting
better. |
Developing countries are
also aware that it has taken the
West the better part of a
century in reach the present

environmental and labour
standards They just cannot
make the transition overnight

Wiliat they need is contunued
and increased support from

the West (o enable them 1to
attain the industrial world's
standards. They should be
encouraged to reach these

standards rather than puni-
shed, by way of imposition of
global norms, for their failure
right now tno meet these.
Limiting access of the
poorer nations’ products to Lthe
markets of (he advanced
economies on ground of their
lailure to conform to pres-
cribed environmental and
labour standards would. in fact,
deny them the benefits acer-
uing from expanded world
irade. They should be assured
of favourable conditions in

~which they would be able (o

compele on the global mar-
ketplace. Econamie growth in
developing countries would'
otherwise be thwarted. And,

ALONG MY WAY

ecanomic  development iteelf
would heighten their awar-
eness of the Ated to protect
the errvironment and improve
labour standards. This is the
way it worked in the West too

It has been said that ex-
tending the developed coun-
iries higher environmental
stardards to the poorer na-
tions would benefit their econ-
omies 1mmediately through
the spread of improved tec
hnologies. May be there is
something in it However new
technologies will not come
cheap The agreemenis on
trade-related intellectual pro-
perty [TRIPS) reached under

the Uruguay Round would
probably see to that. TRIPS
deal lays down elaborate rules
for protection of patents, cop-
yright, trddemarks, industrial
designs. even trade secrets —
to prevent piracy. The new
world trading rules are justi-
fiable, at least on grounds of
maorality, if not for business
considerations  alone. [t is
Yuite possible that the safe-
guards for intellectual property
rights that TRIPS would ens-
ure, could stimulate techno-
logy transfer to the deve
countries. However, there
probably be a higher prjee-
for such transfers. - -
In short, adherénce to a
new global code on labour and
environmental standards may
not necessarily assure the
poorer nations of ready access
to higher technology. At least
the cost of acquiring new

JﬂnSharmawrii:enﬁ'omKathmmﬂu |

Few people believe that the ruling party president is
not interested in becoming prime minister

Bhattarai's candidacy follows

the 'historic’ Nepali Congress-

UML accord last August which,
for the first time since Mr
Koirala's election, raised the
prospects of his resignation.
The central working com-
mittee of the Nepali Congress,
dominated by Mr Bhattarai's
loyalists, 'unanimously’ passed
a resolution on Nov 19, asking
Mr Bhattarai to run in the by-
election for
Representatives and leaving
him to choose his econ-
stituency. The decision was
later endorsed by the party's
parliamentary board. ”
Although endorsement of
Mr Bhattarai's candidature was

described as 'unanimous, Mr =

Koirala, feeling threatened,
could not hide his anger and
displeasure. :

'Under the present cir-
cumstances, it is better if you
do not contest,” Mr Koirala had
Your

the next elections. If you lose
this time, government may be
in crisis. The party would also
be unpopular.’ :

Mr Koirala, a determined

lormation of United Nations
Commission of India and
‘Pakistan (UNCIP) with threeé
members from the states rep-
in” the United
Nations, one each selected by
India and Pakistan 'and the

~ third jointly by the other two.

As. per. Security Council
Resolution of 6th February of
the same year, it was autho-

- rised lo investigate the situa-

tion on the spot, endeavour to
help India’ and Pakistan to

~ bring about law and order in

the  state of Jammu and
Kashmir, and then try to ar-
range a plebiscite to decide
the future of the state. Its role
from the very outset was that
of mediator rather than en-
forcer of international law.

The original proposals for
the UNCIP were greatly
strengthened on 21st April
1948 when -a further
Resolution emerged from the
Security Council. The strength
of UNCIP was increased to five
members. The post of a

- Plebiscite Administrator was

also created. _
The Commission was first

convened in Geneva on 15
June 1948. The members
were Argentina,

Czechoslovakia, Columbia and
Belgium selected by the
Security Council, and United
States selected by the
President of the Security
Council. A feature of the UNCIP
plan, as it developed in prac-
tice, was the creation of a
United Nations military pres-
ence in the disputed territory.
Its function was mainly to ob-
serve and report to the UN
Secretary General any violation
*of the ceasefire and it con-
sisted of forty to sixty profes-
sional soldiers from the mem-
ber states of UN commanded
by a General Officer as Chief
Military Observer.

From the early days ol the
Kashmir dispute until today,
there has always been a direct
UN presence In the state of
Jammu and Kashmir on both

the House of .

" is watching what

" Silwal,

man who would rather break
than bend, has been asserting
that nothing would prevent
him from completing his five-
year term of office.

'l have been elected as the
prime minister for a five-year
term.- said Mr Kpirala, unable
to hide his anger. "l am confi-
dent that | shall continue to be
the prime minister for [five

Mr Bhattarai wants to se-
cure Mr Koiralas support in

the electoral campaign. The *

premier's endorsefnent is
crucial as the ruling party can-
not agree on whether or not
Mr Bhattarai should contest
the by-election. Even Mr
Koirala has strong reservations.

The ruling party president
faces strong challenge not only
from the white saree-clad
widow but also Jog Mehar
Shrestha of the Rashtriya
Prajatantra (National
Democratic Party (RPP), loyal-
ists of the former autocratic
panchayat regime.

Internal feuding and sharp
division within the Nepali
Congress and UML's lack of
strong leader to unite the dif-

sides of the cease-fire line to
remind thg various parties in-
volved that the outside woild
on ei-
ther side of the ceéase-fire line.
The rest is history and issue of
Jammu and Kashmir has re-
mained what it was then — un-
resolved. The only solution lies

~in a plebiscite.”

N II Suft -
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Sir, We have a population of
about eight million in Dhaka
city. Out of this number of hu-
man heads ceuldn't we select
just .one who could take proper

"interview of a foreign digri-
tary? We were very much dis-
appointed by seeing the pos-
tures, making of faces and
movement of bodies of the in-
terviewer while he was taking
interview of Mr Yadav Kant
the new Secretary
General of SAARC. -

Presuming that, unfortu-
nately, we have none who
could do well in the art of in-
terviewing dignitaries, why
can't the TV authorities en-
trust the job to English news
readers till such time when
more men and women are
groomed for this purpose?
BTV should not let down the
image of our country.

Abu M Faiz
Dhaka- 1205

M R Clinics

Sir;” The sensitive issue (o
be addressed here is one of
grave moral and ethical con-
cern to all conscious human
beings Essentially, it involves a
procedure which (s being
widely practised in our county
under the legal umbrella and
primary necessity of popula-
Lion control. :

This procedure known as
Menstrual Regulation (MR),
consists of aspiration of the

_ spected name.

party

tec hnd most likely will
up. Emboldened by the TRIPS,
hoiders of patenis and trade-
méarks, inventors and innova-
tors. will raise rovalties and
other fees Poorer nations may
really find the acquisition ef
high-cost technelogy unafford-
able. Meanwhile. they would
have had lost their competitive
advantage in trading with the
industrial world. Global labour
and environmental standards,
s¢l as a yardstick for deter-
mining acceds to markets
would then descend on them
as a disguised form of
protectionism

Developing countries need a
firm assurance thal éxtension
of world trading rules Lo envi-
ronmental and labour issues is
not being used as a pretext for
putting up new barriers to
their exports to the markets of
the industrial nations. They
would also need time to catch
up with the West's labour and
environmental standards. Even
the TRIPS allow the develop-
ing countries up to ten years to
implement the accord. Some
such arrangement is the least

that can be done in case labour
and environmental standards
come to be written into world
irading rules.

HE Uruguay Round

global trade accord waits

to be signed by the mi-
nisters of the GATT-member
nations. The WTO is yet to
come up. Meanwhile. it is
business as usual in the arena
of trade disputes. Retaliatory
measures for alleged infringe-
ment of fair trade. practices
narms continue to be taken.
The lajest in the series are the
cuts in China's exports of tex-

r World Trade

uent reprieve, im-
position of anti-dumping du-

ties by the European Union on
impeorts of pig tron from Brazil.
Poland, Russia and Ukraine.
Transshipment of goods thro-!
ugh third countries to escape
textiles import quota, was the
main issue in the US-China
dispute. During the ensuing
flurry. it also came out that
transshipmeni controls have
been accepted by sixteén other
countries that trade with the
USA. Another report appearing
late last month said that the
USA has initiated anti-dum-
ping procedures against im-
port of steel pipes from

The forthcomi meeting

' ng
between the US President and
the Japanese Prime Minister
in Washington will prebably
count, in the world of trade
disputes, as the main event of
the month. The so-called
framework agreememt for re-
ducing trade imbalanece.
reached between the two sides
in July last year in Tokyo, still
remains largely undefined. At
hand is the issue of setting
targets for increasing access of

US goods into the Japanese
market. However, fixing nu-

merical targets for market
opening is not being talked
about much these days. Devi-
sing a formula fos achieving
measurable results in prying
the market open, appears to
be .the main item on the
agenda. Still. jnany analysts
continue to regard these prob-
ings as yet another phase of
the ongoing exercise for set-
ting numerical targets. To
them at least, the outcome of
this month's US-Japan summmit
might as well show if managed
trade prevails over free trade
on the eve of signing of the

tile products to the USA and  global accord.

ferent factions create a
favourable situation for the
RPP. It wants to take advantage
ol popular disenchantment
with the government and the
failure of UML, the largest op-
position, to provide an alterna-
live vgice, even though Mr
Shrestha is not a wvery re-

Mr Bhattarai's decision to
contest the elections surprised
many because he has been re-
luctant after losing in the two-
[ree elections he contested: in
1959 and ,1991. After the
1991 loss, he told a visibly
amused King Birendra: 'Your
Majesty, there is something
terribly wrong either with me
or with the democratic pro-
cess. | have always lost (in)
general elections.'

Despite being immensely
popular and highly respected,
Mr Bhattaral. who spent most
of his life fighting for democ-
racy and human rights, lost
because of his preoccupation
with the drafting of a demo-
cratic constitution and then
holding of Nepal's first free
elections in 32 years. He also
suffered from poor campaign
management. His highly arro-
gant, corrupt and incompetent
colleagues further
doomed his candidacy. .

Mr Koirala has done some

good like sireamlining the bu-

reaucracy and setting the

contents ol Lhe uterus by
means of a small cannula at-
tached to a low pressure sy-
ringe. within 14 days of a
missed  menstrual period. or

within 42 days after the first
day of the last menstrual pe-
riod. At present, this. proce-
dure is also being performed
by doctors at various free MR
clinics around ‘the country,
funded primarily by a Swedish
NGO, with government ap-
proval. As conventional preg-
nancy tests are unable to con-
firm a women's pregnancy
within the time-frame an MR
is performed, the term abor-
tion cannot easily be applied.
Given this. and the relative
safety of the procedure, il is
easy to DBe popular among
wormen suspecting an un-
wanted pregnancy.

However, observations in
many MR cases show that the
woman was indeed pregnant at
the time the procedure was
performed. Add to this the fact
that recent laboratory tests can
determine a woman's preg-
nancy only six days after the
last missed menstirual period.

Any conscious reader will
realise from the above, that
whatever the indications and
legality, M R involves the de-
struction of a living human

.embryo. similar to abortion.

According to the Geneva
Declaration on the Code of
Medical Ethics, all physicians
are bound to uphold the sanc-
tity and preservation of life
fromm the time of conception
onwards. As a physician and
conscious individual, ithe
knpwledge that doctors are
destroying human embryos by
performing MRs. is shockingly
repugnant and unacceptable
Such an act sirikes at the very
core of human values and vio
lates fhe most fundamental
right — the right to Hfe

Besides over-population,
our society has many buming
problems which cannot be
easily solverl. But whatever the
apparent indications. the ar-

- mance is very disa

pal's Political Future

economy in the right diree-
tion. But his overall -
ppointing.
Perceptions - of nepétism and
favouritism in government
have demoralised the bureau-
cracy which is not efficient, to
start with. Corruption is at its

all-ime peak. :
Disappointment with Mr

Koirala's performance has
many ruling party workers and
Mr Bhattarai's ashk-
ing: what is the use of support-
ing the party president whe
does not seem to offer an al-

ternative to Mr Koirala?
ut Mr Bhattarai's presence

in parliament, if elected, is
expected to somewhat moder-
ale Mr Koirala's autocratic and
grrogant style of governance,
according to activists

thetic to the party president.

* Despite the controversy, Mr
Bhattarai fights on. There was
no doubt that the ruling party
was tied up in knots over the
choice of Mr Bhattarai. The
choice seems to reflect .the
failure of the younger party
leaders. who are increasingly
frustrated by the poor perfor-
mance of the ageing leader-
ship, to assert themselves

replace their elders. !
"This is the party decision.

They have requested me to
contest from any vacant seat
and the CWC has endorsed. it
unanimously,’” Mr Bhattarai

— Depthnews Asia

e

guments, and the legalily, no
one, least.of all a doctor, has
the right to’ destroy the life of
a developing human embryo, as
in MR, simply because it is
‘unwanted'.

[ appeal to all readers to re-
flect on the above points, and
to act concertedly. If destruc-
tion of life is morally unac-
ceptable, so too is the proce-
dure known ‘as menstrual regu-
lation. To begin with, we must
pause and think wh MR
clinice are a service to people
as claimed: or in cold reality
are a sorl of legalised death
camps. The long-overdue
choice is ours.

Ahmed Mujibur Rahman
148. Housing Estate. Sylhet-
3100

- Harmful propaganda

Sir, When one passes thro-

.ugh the New Airport Road. one

will come across some sign
boards bearing posters ol
different brands of cigarette
on both sides of the road. Of
corse, a statutory warning is
written in small letters below
the picture of the cigarette
packet — "smoking is harmful
to health.”

What is the use of writing
this warning when we are mo-
tivating people td buy ci-
garettes and smoke? | con-
sider this act as contradictory,
as if we are asking people not
to comumit sin for God's sake
and then providing them the
opportunity and favourable sit
uation to do se!

In my opinion, advertise
ment of cigarettes in all lorms
should be prohibited and the

cigarette manufacturing wdus
iries should actively work out
new' avenues for theitr business
so that the mankind can gel
Ad ol the curse of smoking

M Zahidid Haguue
Assistant Professor
Banglacdesh Agrcultural
Institurte Dhakda



