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Impasse over appointment
' of judges may end today

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. in consultation with
the Chief Justice, is likely to
sign a revised order today ap-

|+pointing new judges in the

appointment of nine High
Court judges, against which
the Supreme Court
Association Saturday passed a

resolution urging the Chiefl

Justice not to conduct their
oaths since the appointments

audfence with . the President
and is expected to meet him
this afternoon.
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By Staff Correspondent

Meanwhile. hectic parleys
continued throughout the day
yesterday as the government
Interisified its efforts to find
an amicable solution to the is-

containing the resolulions
against the appointments.

Led by Dr Kamal Hossain.
vice-chairman of the Bar
Council, me s of the dele-
gation included Barrister Syed
Ishtiaque Ahmed, S R Pal, Kazi

sphere and the delegation re-
gquested the President to use
his good offices to resolve the

= =

impasse, said ' Barrister
Ishtiague Ahmed. We came
back with the feeling that the
President would use his good
offices to resolve the issue.

regarding the appointments.
Meanwhile, a Full Court
meeting was held yesterday.
presided by the Chief Justice
to discuss the issue.
The delegation also called
on Speaker Shaikh Razzak All.

bar association also
rime

The
sought®a meeting with
See Page 12 Col

SAARC chamber
- meet begins
today

The inaugural ceremony of
the SAARC Chamber of Co-
mmerce and Industry. an
association of apex chambers
of seven SAARC countries, or-
ganised by the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Co-
mmerce and Industry (FBCCI)
will be held today at*'9:30 am at

Zia will attend the function as
the chief guest.

Foreign Minister A 5 M
Mostafizur Rahman, SAARC
Secretary General Yadav Kant
Silwal and President of the
SAARC Chamber of Commerce
and Industry’ (SCCI} S M Inam

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and Chairman of the

See Page 12 Col b

Lack of logistic support slows
down Rohingya repatriation

The process of repatriation
of the Rohingya refugees, has

slowed down during the last

few months because of inade-
quate logistic support and lack

going home from time to time
is very insignificant and if the
slow pace of repatriates con-
tinues, the condition of the
refugees will worsen further.
According to sources, the

By Sohel Manzur

last batch of only 107 refugees
returned to Myanmar on
January 31 this year while the
group repatriated in late
December comprised only 20

land.

He said, the major con-
straints hindering the repatri-
ation of the refugees had been

*removed with the signing of

the fmemorandum o wunder-

standing (MOU] with the
Myanmar government in
November last year. The rea-
sons delaying the repatriation
are inadequate logistic support

the repatriation of refugees.
First. the refugees.them-
selves are to decide that they
would return. Then the
Bangladesh officials send the

See Page 12 Col 7

$38m needed fof
resettlement

YANGON, Feb 6: A voluntary

repatriation’ programme for
more than 250,000 Myanmar
Muslims is "likely to become a
reality,” but needs an esti-
mated 38 million US dollars to

get off the ground, a UN High

Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) official said Saturday.
But Werner Blatter, UNHCR

Bangladesh in late 1991 would

nance costs of the refugees
while in Bangladesh,

More than 50,000 Myanmar
Muslims. known as Rohingyas,
were repatriatied to the end of

See Page |2 Col 2
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Prime Minister Eém Khllﬂdﬂ'.IZiﬂ.,ﬁ who is also the

CRN

Chancellor of the University of Chittagong, addressing the

first convocation of the University yesterday.

— PID photo

- PM tells CU convocatio

Evolve education system
~ suiting needs of nation

CHITTAGONG. Feb 6: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said the country today needs
an education system suilting
the needs of an independent
nation, reports UNB.

Mlore than 72,865 students.
Chancellor of universities
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia, attired in a blue gown., led
the Chancellor procession on
the campus marking the

¢

convocation.
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The programme began with
recitation from the Holy Quran
followed by observance of one-

minute silence to pay respect
to the martyrs of the Libera-

faculties of different sessions

between 1968 and 1982.

Begum Zia said her govern-
ment had given importance to
primary education. women's

See Page 12 Col 8.

L
. W underway
By Special Correspondent

The formulation of a new
law to streamline the regisira-

agency. said the source.

‘New law for voluntary

The government has taken
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Mir Nasiruddin

cenvener of BNP

CI lI ll :
Mir Nasiruddin Ahmed has
been made
Chittagong Metropolitan Co-
mmittee of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), a party
press release said here. last

cooo e o f WL DG HELL LUUAY b O @Bl 8L | B night. reports BSS.
Page 4 High Court division of the  sue. The lawyers delegation also | the Sonargaon Hotel, reports gghe decision was taken at
Supreme Court, according lo A 14-member delegation of met the judges at the Supreme BSS5. an emergency meeting of the
I t t. l well-placed sources yesterday. the SC Bar Assoclation called Ehmlﬂ EI}dt?PPﬂﬂf_’dbt?hﬂﬂal ﬂebg:l SAARC Chairperson and National Standing Committee
rnationa The move is expected to on the President yesterday and € resolutions o i Prime Minister Begum Khaleda | N = TG SN of the BNP held here Saturday.
—'n—e_""'—'—'" resolve the impasse over the presented a memorandum sociation and the Bar Council ' y

As per an earlier decision of
the Standing Committee, the
Chittagong Metropolitan Co-
mmittee of the BNP was dis-*
solved.

In another resolution, the
press release said, the Stand-
ing Committee expelled Advo-

P 5 were made without consulta- Golam Mahboob, President of We conveyed our views and will also address Ul_q'inaugur'a] cate Badrul Anwar, Ekramul

age tion with the Supreme Court. the SC Bar, Bdrrister KS Nabi  (the Speaker) assured us of his | gessjon. ' Karim. Mohammad ' Nazim

The sources added that and Sudhansu Shekhar Halder, personal initiative regarding |- FBCCI President Mahbubur Uddin.'-ﬂaﬂqul felans Kisokas

Business Chief Justice Shahabuddin The meeting was held in a the issue, Barrister Ahmed Rahman., who is alsg a Vice i . H Baber Hiakios -an J“h;
Ahmed. yesterday sought an very frank and cordial atmo- added. President of the SAARC

ddin (Madarbari) from the
party.

Their party memberships
have also been cancelled. -

DCC repolling:
No enthusiasm
among voters

By Staff Correspondent

Repolling in 28 centres of
the Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) elections is apparently
failing to create enthusiasm
among the voters of the re-
spective areas.
. Apart  from the Awami

. of coordination among the rEﬁlgl:«EE- for the returnees, lack of co- Rﬂglﬂnﬂ.] Director for Asia and: The Exjgt_jng Eyst_em should t-tl:ln War and the democratic Leagu:. ﬂﬂﬂm part}' or m_
progress on Kodalkati agencies concerned, according An official of the United ordinatign among the UNHCR, the Pacific, told AFP the funds | pe freed from the influence of mgvement. vidual seem to be serious in
Char and OTEP—the tO sources. Nations High Commissioner Myanmar and Bangladesh and to resettle Muslims who fled 10 | colonialism. she said. -‘Announcing the convocation :

canvassing in the city areas,

under 10 wards following acts
of violence in those polling

convener of

—— : About 10.000 refugees out for 'Refugees (MNHCR), said, in some cases, the refusal of She was addr:safng the ceremony open, the Chance- where. repolling would be held
e L"E”'l" of 1,98.335 staying at the the commissien has been try- the refugees to return to their only -cover returning the | first-ever convocation in 27  lor conferred graduate, post- | ., peprjary 9. ‘ -
+ Page refugee camps in Cox's Bazar ing to develop a mechanism . homeland. refugees. r years of history of the Chi- graduate and doctorate deg- . The Election Commission
. - are now waiting to return to  for guick repatriation of the The UNHCR official said. a An additional 16.2 million®| gagong University today con- rees on the students of arts. |, .4 nostponed voting in 28 .
Metmp(}l]ta[] their homeland. ) Rohingya refugees and their number of things needed to be dollars would be needed to | ferring graduate, post-graduate  science, commerce, social | ..o 2nd cancelled the re-
But the number of refugees - reintegration in their home- coordinated while organising cover the care and mainte- | and doctorate degrees on- s8cience, law and medicine | o 1o of three other centres

centres during the January 30

DCC elections.'

Since Saturday, the AL

leaders and workers had been

,See Page 12Col 1
Dhaka condemns

Sarajevo carnage

Bangladesh yesterday ex-
pressed its shock at the news
of the unprovoked killing of
unarmé¢d men, womeh and

the move to enact the new Act
‘since, the authorities believe
that the activities of the volun-
tary organisations should be
controlled by a single agency

children in a shell fire on an
open market in Sarajevo
Saturday, reports BSS.
Bangladesh strongly con-
demns this inhuman and bar-

tion procedure and monitoring
Page 3 the activities of voluntary or-
ganisations of the country is
now under process,

According to well-placed

NEWS BRIEFS

T m——

sources, a working group under a consolidated law to baric attack and calls upon the

B. as T headed by a high government  suit presen{-day requirement. international community to
.I.EW. V1Sl officials is now giving final The existing four laws about | bring this carnage and savagery
Barisal t(ﬂﬂ.y | touches to the draft of an Act  the voluntary organisations are: | in Bosnia-Her na to an
g s prepared for the purposét on The Societies’ Registration Act | end without further _loss of

Biswas will pay a visit to Barisal
today. He will attend the re
union ceremony of the Barisal
Cadet College there. He is ex-
pected to return o the capital
in the afternoon. today. ré
ports BSS.

Hasina returns

this morning

Awam League president and
Leader of the Opposition Shgikh
Hasina will return home this
morning after attending ihe

National Breakfast Prayer in the
Uniited States. reporis UNB.

BNPPP meets
today

A meeting- of the BNF
Parliamentary Party will be
held today at 3 pm al Room No
932 in the west block of Lhe
Sangsad Bhaban Prime Minis

» ter Begum Khaleda Zia will

preside over the meeting whi-
ch is expected to discuss the
present political situation of
the country and matters re
lating to the current session of
Parliament reportis UNB

No meatless da

There will be no meatless
day during the month of
Ramadan, a press release of
the Dhaka City Corporation
said here vesterday The deci-
sion was taken al! a meeting
between the corporation au
thorities and meat traders of
Dhaka Saiurday The meeting
also fixed the maximum retail
price of beef at Taka 60. byl-
falo meat at Taka 50 and mut-

ton at Taka 95 for the month
of Ramadan. reports BSS.

Fitoationa
killed

MAGURA_ Feb 6 Angry
people of Srikundi village in
Sadar thana hacked to death a
YOung rmar as hr_ allegedly de
manded toll from a rfch man of
the village today Police said
Muki Rahman 30 of the vil
lage Parla of Sadar thana was
attacked and hacked by the vl
lagers when he went to the vil

lage for coMecting toll, reports
UNH.

Finance Minister M Sgifur Rahman presiding over the hi

SRR e
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gh level meeting of the

Policies (UN-JCGP) at the International Conference Centre (ICC) in Dhaka yesterday.

UN-JCGP meet highlights

Aghievements, priorities
and perspectives of the eco
nogic development of the
country were highlighted yes
terday al a presentation on the
'Development Issues of

adesh in connection with
the high-‘level meeting of the
UN-Joint Consultative Group
on Policies (UN-JCGP] now
being held here. reports BSS.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman presided over 1he
session attended by the heads
of the UNJCGP group -
Admindstrator of UNDF James
G Speth. Executive Director of
UNICEF James P Grant
Executive Director of UNFFPA
Dr Nafis Sadik. Execulive
Director of WFFP Ms Catherine
Beruni and President of IFAD
Fawz H al-Sultan

Members ol Parliament, po
litical leaders senior officials,
economists. researchers. ed;j
tors ol the national dailies and
weeklies representatives of
NGOs and business leaders also
attended the session. held at
the international Conference
Centre auditornum.

State Minister {or Planning
Dr A Moveen Kh#n addressed
the session as the co-chairper
SOn

Four presentations of lead
ing developmernt! |ssues were
made at the session by
Planning Secretary Dr Harun
ur Rashid. member of the
Planning Commission M
Mokamme! Hug. ERD Sec
retary Mohammad Lutfullahil
Majid and Secretary to the
Prime Minister [r Kamaluddin

priorities of economic uplift

Siddiquee.

Dr Harun-ur-Rashid made a
presentation on "An’ overview
of and priorities in economic
and social development includ
ing poverty reduction and
employment ” :

Mokammel Huqg made a
presentation on "An overview
of an priorities in sustainable
human development: Children.
women. population, health

educatiorr and environment”
lutfullahil Majid's presenta

lionr was on "Lessons of evolv-
ing relationship with aid
donors” while Dr Kamaluddin
Siddiquee made a presentation
ol "Disaster mitigation and
Mmanagement

In his opening statement,
Satfur Rahman welcomed the

See Page 12 Col 3

United Nations Joint Consultative Group on

— PI1D photo

which a’'report will be submil-
ted to the higher authorities

The new Act will replace
all the four existing laws re-
lated to the voluntary organisa-
tions while the new law will be
implemented thm‘ugl:i_ one

Gunmen snatch

Tk 10 lakh in Ctg

From Staff Corresponderit

CHITTAGONG, Feb & Three
gunmen In a 'film-style’ rob-

« bery this morning snatched Tk
- 10,800,000 after intercepting a

running car in front of the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital.

The driver of the car and
another "inmate were injured
following gunshots made by
the snatchers to stop the vehi-
cle which was carrying the
money from a businesg house
for depositing with a nearby
bank. police and witnesses

wqﬁ’lr infured were immedi
ately admitted Lo the Chitta
gong Medical College Hospital

According to police  he
gunmen after snatching the
money fled by a molor cycle

Police rushed 1o the spol
but none has been arrested so
far A case was filed with
Panchlaish thana.

Experts identify roots of tension in S Asia

More than 50 political s
entists. researchers and polit
cians from South Astia begar
deliberations in Dhaka yester
day to identify new areas of co-
operation and also the poten
tial conflicts that often heigh
ten tension in the region

At opening session o an
interna seminar on Sou
th Asia at the Crossroads
Conflict and Cooperation.” the
participants identified Kash
mir. communal riots in India
the separatist movement in
the Punjab the Muhajir 1ssue
in Pakistan the ethnic ron
flicts in Shr! Lanka. the water
sharing issues wviolation of

By Staff Correspondent

human rights and the arms
build -up by India and Pakistan
as the causes of heightening
fension in South Asia

Tt i1s a confhict of civilisa
tions and culture deeply
rooted in the region Frol
Shelton | Kodikara, [hrector
Regional f entre for Strategic
Studies  oiombo  told 1he
SerTinar

The partuiparnts called lor
steps to eradicaler hunger
poaverty and (lteracy from the
re g hy resobving confhots

arm v rilarnls

B.jwgladesn Foreigr Miros
ter A S M Mostafiziir Rahmar
maugurated L sermniar with 4

call to sirengthen cooperaton
al both bilateral and regional
levels for betler and eflective
inter state relations.

"1 have no doubt the SAAR(
can function as a catalyst in
sustainable development 1n
South Asia and create confi
dence among the nations in
this region. Mostalfiz said

H# sald there was enormous
scope of mutual benefi' [rom
the exchange of ideas and ex
penences of reforms particy
larly economic reforms. being
experimernied by the countries
of the region

Hut he said tensions in n
ler-#lale relations continue tu

impede the process ol coop-
eration :

Chaired by Barrister A K M
Morshed. chairman Board ol
Crovernors. Bangladesh Inst)
tute of International and
Strategic Studies [BIISS), the
inaugural session was also ad

dressed by BlISS Director
General Maj; Gen Ghulam
(Guader

Some six papers were pre
serited at the inaugural session
BIISS research director Dr
Iftekharuzzaman presented the
keyniote paper

The other papers presented
are ‘South Asia a! the Cross

See Page |2 Col |

Police seize goods |

from Aziz’s shop

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday raided the
shop owned by the main sus-
pect of the post-poll carnage at
Lalbagh in the city and confis-
cated the property.

At around 2:30 yesterday,
the police carried out the raid
at Begumbazar and seized a
huge number of polythene bags
worth Tk 75,000, chocolates
and telephone sets. The shop
reportedly belonged to Abdul
Aziz, a defeated commissioner

eandidate who is alleged to

have led the armed attack that
resulted In the death of six
perdons on January 31,

E:.rlier police confiscated
the property of 18 other ac-
cused lollowing the order of
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Dhaka The main

accused Abdul Aziz Is still at

larpe
Meanwhile police arrested
See Page 12 Col B

60 houses gutted
@ city slum

By Staff Correspondent

A fire broke out in a low-ly
g slum area In the city early
Sunday morning leaving some
B0 houses gutted and 20 per
sons injured,

Fire Service sources said
the fire originated from a
burning mosquito coil In a
katcha house at South Begun
bari near the Tongl Diversion
Road at Moghbazar at around
1'1% am. The fire brigade
personnel rushed to the scene
and brought the blaze under
control by 2:45 am

The cause and extent of
damage in the fire could not be
mstantly ascertained .

1860, The Voluntary Social

Welfare Agencies (Registration

and Control) Ordinance 1961.

The Foreign Donation (Volun-

tary Activities)
Ordinance 1978,

Regulation
and The

Foreign Donation (Voluntary

S PPage 12 Col 8

Herzegovina.

time.

The people of Ba
are appalled by the lack of
convincing response of the
global community to the mas-
sive and systematic violation of

lruman rights in DBosnia-
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