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Pakistan protests
Sharma's remark

ISLAMABAD. Feb 5: Pakistan
has strongly protesied what it

called a personal attack against

its Prime Minister by the
_Indian President, officials said

Saturday, reports AFP.

Indian High Colamissioner
S K Lambah was summoned to
the Foreign Office here late
Friday to receive a note of
complaint to be conveyed to
his government, they said.

Indian President Shankar
Dayal Sharma on Thursday ac-
cused Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto of “losing touch with
reality” and ignoring the
plight of her own people.

“Mrs Bhutto has lost her
roots as well as touch with re-
ality and the culture of the
subcontinent,” Sharma said
during a speech in the north-
ern lndian city of Jaipur,

" The, Pakistani Foreign Office
sald in a statement that the
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“personal ‘attack is not only
unwarranted, but it js also a

s
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Protest against Pak support for Kashmiris

15000 Indians march to the border

WAGHA BORDER (India).

violation of the norms related | Feb 5 About 15.000 people

to civilised conduct between
sovereign states.”

Sharma’'s remarks were
meant to “deflect attention
from India's massive violations
of human rights in Indian-held
Kashmir,” the statement said.

The campaign would “not
serve to deflect world opin-
jon” from Kashmir, the state-
ment said, adding that “Indian
atrocities have shocked the
civilised world and deserve to
be condemned by the interna-
tional community.” _

Bhutto teld the UN Human
Rights Commission (UNHRC)
in Geneva on Tuesday that
Indian troops had killed more
than 40,000 people since
1989 in a bid to stamp out a
Kashmiri uprising against
Indian rule.

64 West African mi

g‘rants dead.ﬁ

total of 64 West African migrants were found dead in a police

cell in the Gabon capital Libreville,

a Defence Ministry

spokesman said on Friday, Reuter reports from Libreville,

A government statement earlier reported deaths from
what it described-as fighting among inmates at the detention
camp but gave no figures of casualties. '

There was widespread: scepticism in Libreville about the
accuracy of the official version. Over-crowded cells often lead

to suffocation in African pnscrns

Deng to celebrate Lunar Year:
Chinese senior leader Deng Xiaoping is expected to arrive in
southern China's Zhuhai special economic zone next week

where he will celebrate the Lunar New Year, a report said .

yesterday, according to AFP from Hong Kong. .

Deng, 89, will arrive in Zhuhai at the border with the
Portuguese enclave ol Macau, which reverts to Chinese
sovereignty {n 1999, before the Lunar New Year Tharsday, the
Taiwan-funded United Daily news quoted sources as saying.

Chinese Premier Li Peng ended his five-day visit to Zhuhai
on Friday and is currently in Shenzhen to attend the official
apening of Daya bay nuclear power plant on Sunday.

Referendum in Moldova Mar 6:

. Moldovan President Mircea Snegur on Friday

- ordered to hold

a referendum on the country's independence next month,
apparently seeking to quell nationalists who want to reunite
with neighbouring Romania, AP reports from Moscow.

In accordance with Snegur's decree, the referendum will
be held on March 6, the Interfax news agency reported.

Moldova's citizens will be asked a

single guestion —

whether they support an independent, unified and neutral
Moldova “within the berders recognised by the United

Nations.”

US welcomes UKraine: me white House

on. Friday welcomed a vote by Ukraine's parliament that

moves the former Soviet

republic cleser to eliminating #ts nu-

clear weapons, calling it "a major non-proliferatioh achieve-
ment,” AP reports from Washington.

The Clinton administration issued a congratulatory state-
ment, playing down the fact that Ukrainian lawmakers also

rejected
clear weapons.

a move to make the nation completely free of nu-

The parliament voted 260-3 on Thursday to remove condi-
tions it had imposed for approving the START 1 treaty requir-
ing Ukraine to surrender its nuclear warheads. Lawmakers
also passed the related Lisbon protocol on handing over the

Search for Colombian

%?.nq:.
An elite police team like the one used to kill drug lord Pablo

Escobar is in Call, poised tp hunt the bosses of the world's

largest

cocaine trafficking gang. a law enforcement official

said Friday, AP reports from Bogota.

More tan 150 agents are expected to begin Monday pursu
ing the Cali cartel bosses: brothers Gilberto and Miguel
Rodriguez, Jose Santacruz and Francisco Herrera, said the of-
ficial. speaking on condition of anonymity.

Agents of the US Drug Enforcement Administration are
training the Colombian police team. which will use radio-

tracking equipment. phone bugs and a secret base in Cali, El
Tk.-mpn newspaper reported Friday - citing unidentified police

llBuddhld: nuns jailed: eiven tibetan

Buddhist nuns have been untcnr:cd to prison terms ranging

from two lo seven years apparently for attempting a protest,

Amnesty International reported Friday, AP says from Beijing.
The seniences came to light the same day China an-
nounced the early releases of three political prisoners in an

appareni response io stepped-up pressure from Washingion

to relax repression of dissent
The international

human

rights group Amn;:.-lty

International said the nuns from Garu Nunnery, north of the
capita city of Lhasa. were arresied on June 14. The report

was not clear on the reason for the arrests, but said unofficial
sources in Lhasa speculated the nuns were arrested before

they managed to begin a protest

12 shot dead in Sudan: ne masked rien

with machine guns sprayed bullets on 'worshipers in a mosque

" Friday. killing 10 men and two children,

reports from Khartoum.

police said. AP

Seventeen people were also reported injured in the attack
in this northeast African country, which has been under
Muslim fundamentalist military rule for almost five years.

The assailants escaped in a pickup truck from the mosque

at Um-Bada in
- Khartoum.,
claimed

Discovery’s

cosmonaut
almost stranded
mﬂ.hl'l: CANAVERAL. Feb 5:
m“ﬂuﬂdhml
second time. as far as ham
radio operators were-cencer-
ned, reports AP.

After months of trying. the
State Department finally got
permission Friday from Ru-
ssia's Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications for Kri-
kalev to use ‘s ham
radio to talk to people in his
homeland. The federal Com-
Munications Commission

quickly gave the final approval.

The Russian approval came
not @ moment too soon —
Discovery’'s crew was already
pulling out the shuftle's ama-
teur radio for the first of five
school contacts.

sponsibility

Omdurman
the official Sudan News Agency said. No group

15 miles (26 km) north of

., Feb 5 The [lierce
ﬁﬂnﬂiul’ﬂghlnl-tmdrm
out the Brilish colonialists in
the 19th century. the Soviet

army in thg 1980s and all
other would-be conquerors

mmrmﬁ:mntrﬂm

‘H‘Ilh th: foreign forces now
have turned their guns against
each other. waging a brutal
civil war that has devastated
the capital and shows no sign
of ending_

The latest battle erupted
January 1. and five weeks of
heavy fighting have settled
nothing. proving only that an
outright battlefield victory is
beyond the grasp of all the
Islamic factions.

President Burhanuddin
Rabbani's forces, commanded

by Ahmad Shah Masood. have

peid their ground in the capi-
tal. clinging to the presidential

marched up to the border with
Pakistan Saturday for a two-
hour dempnsf(ration to protect
against Islamabad's support for
Muslim separatists in Kashmir,
reports AP.

The proteést coincided with.

a day-long nation-wide general
strike in Pakistan called by
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
to show solidarity with the
separatists who have been

fighting Indian security. forces

in Kashmir since the past
three years. About” 8,000 peo-
ple have been killed.

The jssue is at the core of
India—Pakistan enmity, the

South Asian neighbours who

have fought three wars, includ-
ing two over the Himalayan
region of Kashmir, during the
last four-decades.

“Deagh to Benazir' and

‘"Kashmir for indians” shouted

as they marched on a highway °
that cuts through wheat flelds
toward the heavily—guarded
border in the northern state of
Punjab. :
About 3,000 policemen
formed a wall with bamboo
shields and stopped the howl-
ing men and women about 50
meters (yards) from the fron-
tier marked by barbed wire,
Hundreds of tourists and visi-
tors from the two countries

use the road every day, passing

. through metal gates on both

sides of the border.

On Saturday, the gate was
shut and no-cross-border traf-
fic was allowed during the
protest organised by the vouth
wing of Prime -Minister PV
Narasimha Rap’s Congress
Party. 3 3 '

“It seems Pakistan has rmt
forgotten the 1971 lesson.”
said Maninderjit Singh Bitta.
president of the Indian Youth
Congress, referring to the
1971 India-Pakistan war over

Bangladesh, then known as
East Pakistan. Pakistan lost the
war,

‘The earlier conflicts in
1948 and 1965 over Kashmir
left roughly one-third of the
state with Pakistan and .the

~ rest with India.

* Kashmir is the only Mus]im-
dominated region in the pre-
dumlnantly__ Hindu India. Once
a princely. state ruled by a
Hindu King, it merged with

India when the sub-continent

won independence from
Britain in 1947 and was di-
vided on religious lines into
India 4nd Muslim Pakistan.

But the si Muslim
discontent mﬂ*:mm rule
ed into a guerilla war in

late 1989, and India accuses

Pakistan of training and arm-
ing the Kashmiri rebels.

Pakistari denies the charge,

but. Benazir Bhutto says her
country uuppnrtu the

Kashmiris' right to self-de-" |

. termination. - ' - _
s+ We appeal to you as a fel-

low human being, belonging to
this subcontinent, to stop this
madriess and work sincerely
for peace” Bitta sald in a

' speech delivered from atop a

bus.
a cloth effigy of Benazir Bhutto
after beating .it with shoes,
later dispersed peacefully to

return to Amritsar, a Sikh holy °
city 30° kiiumctcra (20 miles) -

tu t.he: east.

‘Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rﬂu 15 welmmed by German President Rlchard von
Weizsaecker (R) at Berlin’s castle Bellevue on Friday on the third q]n;.' of Rao’s visit to
Germ-ny The Premier’s visit is centered on ecnnumm issues.

— AFP phntn

US continues efforts for
sanctions on DPRK

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 5:
The United States on Friday
began trying to build support
for possible UN sanctions
against North Korea if the
Pyongyang goverriment does
not permit full international
inspections of its nu::k:nr facil-
ities, AP.

Western diplomats, lpﬂl‘k
ing on condition of anonymity,
said US Ambassador Madeleine
K. Albright met with envoys of
the other four permanent
Security Council members —
Britain, China, France and
Russia. .

The diplomats said Britain

and France agreed the ques-

tion of sanctions should be
placed before the Security
Council if North Korea contin-
ues to refuse full inspections.
Russia appeared supportive,
they said. but China. an ally of
Norih - Korea, reserved its
opinion.

China, which holds a veto
on the council, has opposed
taking the issue to the Sacurity
Council and has called for
more mnegotiations. South
Korea and Japan also had been
wary of action which would

llnl.lttﬂnrl_hﬂorﬂandmuld'

provoke it.
North Korea. one of the
mt' closed socleties in the

world, insists its nuclear pro-
gramme is only for peaceful
purposes. But its rejection of
full inspections has heightened
suspicions that it is developing
a nuclear arsenal.

Last spring, North Korea
objected to plapned inspec-
tions by the International Ato-
mic Energy Agency and
announced it would withdraw

from the nuclear Nen-Proli-
feration Treaty. It suspended
its withdrawal last June, and in
December agreed in talks with
U.S officials to permit full in-

spections at seven nuclear’

sites. :

B

SAﬁ'lcasarmy'

opawdupto
blacks

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 5:

South Africa's army was
opened up to blacks for the

first ' time Friday with .some '

Sowelo recruits given a wel-
come kiss by Miss South Afr
Jacqui Mefakeng, reports
Arpund 500 young men,
mostly black, were recruited
to the féoree at the Soweto cer-

emony. Police intervened to -

remove disappointed candi-

dates from the recruiting, sta-'

tion. '

"Things have changed so

much in South Africa. 1 want to

‘serve my country and make a
career in the army,” said smil-
ing 22-year-old Russel
Muzuandile, from Soweto. -

Sergeant Kobus Wcml-s, a
member of the all-whites, re-
cruiting team, said "l don't
‘know whether it is a good or
bad thing to have a multi-racial
army.," . =

UN installs spy
camera in Iraq

MANAMA. Feb 5: UN meni-
toring plans to ensure Iraq
does not revive its secret nu-
clear programfthes accelerate
next week with the installatipn

of spy cameras, a top inspector
said Friday. reports AP.

Iraq, eager to get oil and |

trade sanctions lifted, is

erating !mtiafm:tnrily said
Maurizio Zifferero, the italian

deputy director-general of the
International Atomic Energy

“Elements of the monitor-
ing plan are up and
others are being phased in,”
Zifferero said.

He said a 17-member team

of nuclear experts led by Garry

Dillon, a Briton, headed early
Friday to Iraq to install three
cameras at mechanical work-
shaps to make sure no tools
are produced for use in en-
richment of uranium. In all,
the agency plans cameras at
about two dozen workshops.

Neighbours agree’ e to meet peace
mediators to end

ROME, Feb 5: Turkey and
seven countries neighbouring
ex-Yugoslavia have agreed to
meet Wednesday in Geneva
with mediators David Owen
and Thorvald Stoltenberg to
discuss ways of ending the
Bosnian conflict, Owen said
here Friday, reports AFP.

“It will be a private consul-
tation. No communigues, no
decisions. An open discussion
between the ministers about
the problems of the former
Yugoslavia, and how regional
voice can be raised to influ-
ence the outcome, bring an
end to the fighting in Bosnia.”
Owen told a news conference.

*None of the parties from
the former Yugoslavia will be
invited at this stage.” he said.

that if the talks proved
"useful.” the mediators might
hold discussions later on "with

Croatia, Bosnia Herzegovina,
Macedonia.”

Foreign Minister of the fol-
lowing nations would attend
Wednesday: Albania. Austria,

Bulgaria, Grecce, Hungary,
Italy, Romania, and Turkey.
Owen, the European

Community's mediator. who
with Stoltenberg, the UN me-
diator, came here on the last
leg of a tour of ex-Yugoslavia's

. said the mediators
felt "the European Union inj-

" tiative and the negotiations

over Bosnia now need to be
discussed within the region
and also the wider issues that
affect the conference: Serb-
Croat relations, the minorities,
the Albanians in Macedenia

Italian Foreign Minisler
Beniamino Andreatta mearn-
while said Bosnian Croats and
Huﬂiml mighl hold tatks

e = =

Crisis
Wednesday in Rome.

The talks could take place
between the meeting, Monday
and Tuesday. of European
community [loreign ministers
and Brussels, and the meeting
of ex-Yugoslavia's netghbours,
he said.

Andréatta put the proposal
to Croatian Foreign Minister
Mate Granic on Thursday when
they met here, he added.

Reuter from Sarajeve adds:
The United Nations has
blamed a mortar attack that
killed nine people queuing for
humanitarian food aid in a
Sarajevo park on Serb gunners
besieging the Bosnian capital.

The daylight incident, in
which three mortar bombs fell

a number of minutes apart, oc-

curred on Friday as rival politi
cal and military leaders pre
pared to meet today at the
city's nearby airport.

Zhirinovsky gives
'secret’ weapon
1o Serbs

*BELGRADE, Feb 5: Russian

" ultra-nationalist leader Viadi-

mir Zhirinovsky has given a

'secret’ electronic weapon to

the Serbs that is now in Bosnia
to be used in case of attack on

Serb-controlled areas, a
Zhironovsky aide said Friday.

_reports AFP.

The weapon, made by "a fu-
sion of protons and neutrons at
high temperatures.” was given
to former Serb paramilitary
commander and leader of the
party of Serbian Unity (S8J),
Zeljko Raznatovic Arkan.

Aleks| Vidjenkin, of

one

Zhironovsky's deputies, told a

press conference that “the

weapon can kill a man without

him realising he is disintegrat-
ing.”

Bosnia or Serbja
ta{ku:i

were at-

The protesters, who burned ' |

adding it would be used if
towns under Serh control in
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Today, February 6, is the 42nd annwersary af the accession -

of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II to the Throne of the
United Kingdom. In this file photo the Queen is seen

making her annual inspection of the Yeomen of the Guard

at the Buckingham Palace.

—LPS photo

)ff the Record

Naked man on roof of
' Buckimham Palace

LGNDDN A naked man was arrested Saturday after he
landed on a roof of Buckingham Palace in a motorised hang

glider, pelice said, reports AP.

The man — half-naked and shnuhng abuse at police as he

approached the palace — stripped in near- -freezi
tures after he touched down, a Scotland Yard

ng tempera-
spokesman said.

He was not armed and was arrested.immediately.

Queen Elizabeth Il was not at the Palace and no
the royal family was in danger, the spokesman sai.i.

on condition of anonymity. -

.
St

speakl rlg

Because he hated child molcsiors

LOS ANGELES: A man who sprayed orange painit on
Michael Jackson's star on Hollywood Boulevard was sen-
tenced Friday to 100 days in jail, reports AP.

Jode Gomes, 33, told police he vandalised the sidewalk
symbol because he hated child giolesters.

~ The entertainer was accused of molesting a 14-year-old |
boy in a lawsuit that a source told The Associated Press was

settled for 15 mlllmn dﬂllars Nn

liled

cﬁminal

rArd

charges Pﬁ'ﬂzﬁu

A giant dinosaur-shaped snow sculpture looms ove

visitors to the 45th annual Sapporo

Snow Festival on

Saturday in Japan. Snme 326 nculptum will be on r.hnpll;r

36 TamJls from sea

COPENHAGEN,

Friday they had rescued 36
Shri Lankan asylum seeker
dumped at high sea from a
Russian container ship in
three small motorised rubber
dinghies, reports AFP.

The ethnic Tamils, ‘mainly
men and children, had spent

12 hours ‘at sea in the Oere-

sund channel between Den-
mark and Sweden before being
spotted, a spokesman for the
Danish marine rummand
center said.

They told their rescuers

.they had eaten nothing for five

dayse and that the Russian
sailors had taken most of their
belongings away from them,
including their money and
thﬂ&ciuthes officials said.
cording to the refugees
the container ship left Shri
L.auka January 5 and had

Fch B
Danish marine authorities said -

dropped them in to smaller
boats Thursday night. They
said there had been several
other dinghies.

Some of the r:fugm uid
they had paid a large sums of
money to travel on the Russian

" vessel.

They were eventually recov-
ered drifting in the bay of
Koege. to the south east of the-
Danish capital, many of them
with few clothes and plastic
bags around their feet.

Officials took them for
medical attention at Koege
Hospital. and from there to a
center for asylum seekers in
Sandholm-Le Jren, North of
Copenhagen.

Authorities and they had
launched an investigation to
identify the vessels which
abandoned them, but that the
serial pumbers on three rubber
dinghies had been erased.

the presidents of possibly

are

palace. the Ministry
and the radio and television
stations. _

But Rabbani and Masood
have little prospect of dislodg-
ing their main rivals, who are
able to terrorise the city with
rockets and artillery from hilis
and neighburhoods on the
southern and eastern outskirts
of Kabnal

The warfare appears des-
tined to drag on inconciu-
sively. eventually ending in yet
another stalemate.

This has become the
painfully familiar patiern since
April 1992 when the loosely
allied islamic factions custed a
Soviet-installed Communist
government in place since
1979

The Islamic groups had

widespread civiian support
when they fought the

Communists. But many Afghans

destined to dr

have grown disgusted with the
non-stop feuding among fac-
tional leaders. who have few
ideological differences but
harbour intense hatred of one.
another. :

"Why don't these people

come to terms with-each other
and do something for the
people instead of fighting each
other, killing innocent people
and destroying our homes?
asked Kabul resident Moham
med Shareef, whose son was
killed by a rocket that also
destroyed the family home

Some 100 000 Kabul resi
dents have fled the city during
the latest fighting while
around 10,000 have been
wounded and an estimated
1.000 killed

Each new round of warfare
compounds the country s
problems. The outside world
have become less and less in
terested in the Afghan conflict,
and now has withdrawn almost
coinpletely,

lasi

Mations
month pulled out its small in

The Uinited
ternational staff and the few
embassies operating in Kabul
evacuated their diplomats
Peace efforts have dissolved
into a bitker exchange ol 1n
sults between the rival Islamic

groups and negotiations are
urnlikely o succeed any dime
SOO8

The country was relatively

calm and making modes! steps
towird rebuilding when wai
broke out New Years Day The

n inconclusively

marketplace in Kabul - was
bustling, full of food and other
goods. Nine political parties
formed a coalition government
headed by Rabbani and Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmat-
yar.

The : government had little
authority and barely func-
tioned, but at least representa
tives of the rival parties were
meeting on a regular basis
without drawing gups.

It all fell apart when Hek-
matyar and an unlikely ally,
warlord Rashid Dostum. tea

med up for an assault aimed at

ousting President Rabbani
These three men — Rabbani.
Hekmatyar and Dostum — now
head the most powerful fac
tions

, Dosturmm was a leading gen
eral In the Communist army

His defection to rebel lorces in

carly 1992 was cructal to the

downfall of the Communists.
He then built a powerful militia
among his fellow Uzbeks in
northern Afghanistan.

Islamic factional leaders

often depict Dostumn as an un-

refnrpafd Communist — until
they need a battlefield ally

President Rabbani wooed
Dostum last year But b
January 1. Dostum had turned

on the president and joined
forces with Hekmatvyar

The New Year's attack by
Hekmatyar and Dostum never
came close to ousting Rabbani

Now the war is fought mostly
with a predictable, though ter
rifying, exchange of rockets
and artillery from long range
Even i Hekmatyar and
Dostum triumph. few believe
their batilefield marriage
would last Most ohservers
think they would then turn on

each other

;
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Aspin returns
to private life

ARINGTON. Feb 5: Former
Defence Secretary Les Aspin
returned to private life Friday,
praising his successor and US
mllllar}r leaders, reports AP.

" know that as | leave this
job, America's security is in
gr@at hands.” the former coh-
gressman said at a ceremony
in his honour at Fort Myer.

Aspin chaired the Armed
Services Committee in the
House of Representatives be-
fore President Clinton nomi-
nated him as Defence Secre-
tary He was forced out of that
job two months ago. William
Perry, who had held the No. 2
“at the Pentagon, was
confirmed by the Senate and
sworn in Thursday to replace

Aspin

(‘linton's first choice to
suceeed Aspin, Adm Bobby
Inman. dropped out of the
running last month



