K-Comu to CHITTAGONG Come to

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

l The only place for ORIGINAL FOOD SEA
POOD in CHITTAGONG Please try
us and you will love BA THAI
RESTAURANT more than ever before.
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Hasina returns
tomorrow

Awami League :president
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
will return heme tomorrow
after attending the National
Breakfast Prayer in the United
States. Hasina left Dhaka on
February | to attend the Prayer
in Washington at the invitatian
of the US Congressional

The Supreme Court Bar
Association is likely to boycotl
the courts of the nine newly
appointed High Court Judges,

*according lo association
sources yesterday.

Association also called on Chief
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed al
his official residence lasi
evening and urged him not to
conduct oaths (o the new
judges, nor entrust them with
any judicial. duties. Barrister
Syed Ishtiagque Ahmed., a
member of the delegation. in-
formed this correspondent.
Appointed through a gazette

A delegation of the Bar -

Star Report
notification on Thursday, the
nine judges are scheduling to
take their oaths of office (oday.
However. sources said the
Chief Justice may place the is-
sue before a Full Court meeting
today.

The Bar Association delega-
tion met the Chiel Justice and
discussed majters relating to
the appointment of the new
judges "without consultation
with the Chief Justice”.

"We have requested him
not to deliver the oaths.”
Barrister Ishtiague Ahmed told
The Daily Star lakt night.

Earlier the a*:sociatmn in a

SC Bar asks CdJ not to
swear in new judges

resolution adoptied at an emer-
gency meeting. rejected the
appointments of the new
judges and demanded. the can-
cellation of the order. It ap-
pealed to the Chief Justice not
lo swear in the new appointees

to the Bench and authorised a
15-member committee to con-:

vey the mnessage to him.
Terming the appointments
as ‘unconstitutional and un-
democratic' the resolution also
urged the Prime Minister to
relieve Law Minister Mirza
Golam Haliz of his responsi-

bilities, for what it said. his

See Page 12 Col |, o 7
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ngosmon walkout marks JS opemng

The planned Opposition
‘walkout and Lhe president's
call lor united efforts ol the
ruling party and the
Opposition to consolidate
democracy marked the open-

- ing day of the 13th session of

the present Jatiya Sangsad yes-
lerday.

The major opposition par-
ties, including the the Awami
League (AL), and the Jativa
Party (JP) legislators. had
walked out of the House mo-
ments before President Abdur
Rahman Biswas stepped onto
the Speaker's pedium to the
herald of bugle and the na-
tional anthem at 1:30 pm.

The Jamaat-e-Islami., the
National Democratic Party
(NDP) and the Islami Oilkkya
<Jote (IOJ) MPs listened to the

mun l being uﬂu

By Staff Cﬂrrespondﬂnt

President’'s 32-page printed
speech. y
. However, hefore the the
MPs of the AL, the JP. the
Ganotantri Party (GP) and the
Gono Forum left the House,
the session witnessed a heated

debate between them and the.

treasury bench on issues like
the post-polls violence at
Lalbagh in the capital and Chief
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed s
recent observations on the
separation of the judiciary
{from the executive wing of the
state.

In the beginning acting

Leader of the Opposition in

Parliament Abdus Samad Azad
accused the ruling Bangladesh
.Nationalist Party (BNP) of its
direct involvement In the
Lalbagh incident which

red at Lthe Jativa Sangsad vesterdav see
souls of eminent personalities who died after the 12th session of Parliament.

Heated debate over Lalbagh
~ incident, Cd's remarks

s

claimed the lives of six per-
sons. The Opposition leader
also demanded immediate
adoption of a condolence reso-
lution condemning the inci-

" dent and hlamlng the ruling

party for it.

On ‘the other hand. the
treasury bench, ready to adopt
a resolution condemning the
incident, refused .to entertain
the Opposition claim for the
ruling party's involvement in
the incident.

The treasury bench leaders.
including Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda .and
Works Minister Barrister

" Rafiqul Islam Miah, argued that

legal canons did not permit
the House to identify anyone as
a criminal in a subjudice mat-

Sec Page 12 Col 6

km.l dnrmehllqingu for the
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of the annual function, reports
UNB. *

60 thatched houses
gutted in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Feb 5 Al
least sixty thatched houses
were gultted in a fire that
broke out at Dulalabad under
Pahartali police station here
today. According 1o police and |
fire brigade sources. the fire
originated from the electric
short circuit, from one of the
houses and engulfed the other
. houses. Seven units of the [ire
brigade extinguished the fire
* after nearly one houyr battle.

Executive Commitiee, the hml_k

JP meet to review
post-polls situation
By Staff Correspondent

The city unit of the Jativa
Party (JP) will hold a pest
poils workers meeting teday
to review the situation.they
faced during the January 30
city corporation elections. JFP
mayoral candidate for the
Dhaka City Corporation Col
(Retd) A Malek. who is also the
City Unit President will ad-
dress the meeting at 2:00 pm
at the Instituie of Diploma

Engineers.
67 more Rohingyas
home

COX'S BAZAR. Feb 5
Another batch of sixty-seven
Rohingya refugees voluntarily
went back to their homes in
Myanmar raising the total
number of repatriated refugees
to $52.803. Official sources told
BSS here tonight that this
128th batch was seen off by
the local UNHCR representa-
tives and Bangladesh officials
through Jummapara transit
camp at Teknafl here today

Sonah Bank reduces
25 rural branches

By M Anwarul Haq and Inam Ahmed

The Sonali Bank. the coun-
try's biggest nationalised
conunercial bank (NCBJ). has al
long last merged 25 of its rural
branches with other nearby
branches with immediate ef
lect.

The action is part of the
govermment's financial sector
reform programme aimed at
reducing the losses of ihe
NCBs and making them more
viabrle

The merger of the Sonali
Bank's branches was to be ef-
fective from last Thursday.

The branches which have
been merged are: The Falda
Bazar Branch merged with the
Bhuapur Branch. Ratanpur
Krishi Branch with Ghatail
Branch. Niamatpur Branch
with Kartimgan] Branch. Birulia
I{riihl Branch with Mirpur

Cantonment Branch., Noabazar
Branch with Suagazi Branch,
Chatkl
Farazikandi Branch. Fakirnir
Hat Branch with Juldia Marine
Academy Branch, Gunagari
Branch with Khanbahadur:-
Bazar Branch, Songpur Mip
Branch with Sonagazi Branch.
Sundalpur Krishi Branch with
Kalumandir Bazar Branch.
Charbanshi Krishi Branch with
Hyderganj Branch. Mirganj
Branch with Charghat Branch,
Bhawanipur Bazar Branch with
Atrai Branch. Khubzipur Krishi
Branch with Chanchkair Bran

ch. Kaler Para Krishi Branch
with Khunat Branch. Bharat
Khali Branch with Khakhata
Branch. Raghunathpur Krishi
Branch wilth Nawabgan]
Branch. Nazirpur Krishi

See Page 12 Col 3

Barzar Branch wilth .

5 kllled as

bus plunges
into Padma

RAJBARI. Feb 5 : Al least
five people were killed and an-
other was injured when a
minibus plunged into the river
Padma while pearing a launch
at Daulatdia terroinal for trans-
porting newspapers early Lo-

day. reports UNB.
yFlve bodies were recovered

from the ill-fated bus. The
dead are Abed. Ali, 50, and
Zakia Begum. 16, of Rangpur,
Mabia Khatun, 12, and Bazlur
Rahman, 20. of Faridpur and

Shahera Khatun. 9, of
Thakurgaon.
The remaining passengers

managed to swim ashore

Local people with the help
of the BIWTA men salvaged the
rminibus.

The Deputy Commissioner
and the Police Super of Rﬂjhlrl
visited the spot.

The bodies were Laken (o
the morgue here for autopsy.

'Ensure food for the hungry'

People-oriented participa
tory approach to development
is the only way of ensuring
food security of the people.

This view was expressed in
a lecture session on ‘Sustain
able Food Security for Poverty
Alleviation' organised jointly by
the Bangladesh Centre for
Development Studies (BCDS).
the United Nations Develop
ment Programme (UNDP) and
the Global Forum on Environ-
ment and Poverty (GFEP) in
the city yesterday.

Dr Mohammad Yunus of the
Grammen Bank taking part in
the discussion delivered by the
UNDP Administrator. James
Gustave Speth, said Poverty

By Staff Correspondent

can be eliminated within a
certain time frame if we de
cide o do so

It is the responstbility of
the world community to en
sure food to two billion people
going hungrv. Dr Yunus said |
hope this will be the dream of
us all

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafirur Rahman speaking
on the occasion said the gov
eriument was striving hard for
food security within the quick

est possible time through
participatory planmmng
In this connection he

called for actons both at the
global and regional levels 1o
solve enrvironmental problems

like withdrawal ol water in the
upstreams which will affect
he agricultural production of
Bangladesh.

‘We are taking steps for
poverty alleviation. food secu-
rity and environmental protec-
tiorr. but everything is not in
our hand’. he said referring to
the water sharing problem

State Minister for Planning.
Dr Moyeen Khan. said the gov-
ernment has already started a
parucipajory planning process
for the Fifth Five Year Plan and
taken steps 1o alleviate
poverty. lmprove human re
sources and achieve food au
Larky

See Page |2 (Col ]

'Judiciary
functmmng

independently’

Leader of Lthe House and
- Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
| Zia yesterday laid importance
on the independence of the
judiciary, saying the judiciary
was now functioning indepen-
dently in the country. reports

- "The judiciary is completely
independent. We have total
confidence in the judiciary,”
she categorically said.

[Intervening in an unsched-
uled debate in the House yes-
terday noon, Begum Zia called
upon all the legislators to run
the House as per Rules of
Procedure.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her deep shock and

grief at the death of elderly

See Page 12 Col 8

Discussion on
Lalbagh carnage
Feb 13

By Staff Corresponderit

The Jatiya Sangsad (JS) will
take up for discussion the is-
sue of the post-polls violence
in the city's Lalbagh area on
February 13.

The incident left six people
killed. The schedule for a dis-

cussion on the issue was de-

cided at a meeting of the
Parliament’'s Business Advisory
Committee, ¢comprising mem-
bers from both the treasury
and Opposition benches. yes-
terday evening.

Besides. the committee de-
cided that the House will
spend 20 working hours ¢n
the vote of thanks on the pres-
idential speech. Of the 20
hours, the committee has allo-
cated nine hours for the trea-
sury bench while the
Opposition will enjoy the rest
of the time.

‘The committee members
also agreed to continue the
.Session until the 7th of next

See Page 12 Col 8

JU VC denies
JUTA charges

By Staff Correspondent

The Acting Vice Chancellor
of the Jahangirnagar University
Prof Abul Hossain re-
futed the allegations levelled
against him by the Jahangirna-
gar Teachers Aascciallun
(JUTA).

In a detailed statement, he
said "The allegations contained
factual anomalies and as such
may create confusion in the
minds of the public.”

Referring to the existing
stalemate created in the aca-
demic and administrative envi-
ronment, he sald: "The Vice
Chancellor. has been blamed in
a ([JUTA) press conference on
February 2. although the ad-
ministrative stalemate, discon-

Scc Page 12 Col 4

Some CU teachers,
students to boycott
today's convocation

CHITTAGONG, Feb 5: A
section of teachers and stu-
dents of the Chittagong
University will boycott its con-
vocation tomorrow protesting
the government move to ame-
nd the University Ordinance-
1973, reports UUNB.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected to be
the chief guest at the convoca-
tion, the first since the uni-
versity was eslablished 26
years ago. '

Campus sources said some
100 teachers known as the
‘pro-liberation teachers’ group’
would hoyeott Lthe function. All-
Party Students’ Unity except
the Jatiyatabadl Chhatra [Dal
(JCD) has extended suppert io
the teachers programme.

61 die in Sarajevo
shelling

SARAJEVO. Feb 5: A shell
slammed into Sarajevo's main
open air market today. killing
61 people and wounding at
least 140 in the worst single
atrocily of Bosnia's 22-month
civil war, reports Reuter

A flood of wounded men,
women and children over:
whelmed medical teams at
hospitals where the survivors
lay moaning on the floor in

corridors as doctors counted -

the growing toll.

The wounded were rarricd
iri blankets aboard comman-
deered private cars. Mangled
corpses were brought on
trucks

The shell hit a table in the
middle of the market in
Sarajevo's battered old town,
crammed with people barter-
idg food and clothes. al about
12:30 pm {11 30 GMT)

I DFP (BA) 923-3/2

I'-’realde,nt Abdur Rahman Biswas addresumg she 13th

session of the Fifth Parliament yesterday.

— PID photo

President addre_sses JS

By Staff Correspondeit

President Abdur Rahman
Biswa# yesterday described the
Jatiyva Sangsad as the focal
point of all national activities'
and urged upon all, irrespec-
tive of political affiliation, to
show their 'earnestness, sin-
cerity and firin determination
for giving democracy an insti-
tutional shape.’ _

"This Sangsad is the nurs-

" ing home for consolidating the -

democratic spirit of the future.
Democracy is not consolidated
only in the hands of those in
power. Its future also lies in
the sincere eflorts of the op-
position," Biswas said.

The President was deliver-

' ing his customary address to

the members of Parliament on
the occasion of the inaugura-

tion of the 13th session of the

JS. the first of the new year.
The President, while deliv-

ering his 32-page address,
touched upon democracy. de-’
velopment, administrative re-
forms, industry, trade and a
number of subjects and also.
spoke about the foreign policy
of the country.

Economy -

Biswas referred to the vari-
ous ecgnomic programmes
undertaken by the present
government and said, "Hard
work, restoration of f[inancial
discipline and enforcement of
rules in financial institutions
by the present government has
reinvigorated the economy.”

The President said that the
open market policy pro-
pounded by the government
has brought about widespread
reforms and have helped build
an atmosphere of confidence

See Page 12 Col 3

; Evolve low cost methods to |
_preserve our health: PM

By Staff Correapundent

Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
upon the international com-
munity to continue its support
to health research for produc-
ing low cost drugs and evolving
methods for mutual benefit of
both the developed and devel-
oping countries.

"We musl pul in more ef-
forts to evolve low-cost meth-
ods and inputs to preserve our
health.” she said while ad-
dressing a function in Dhaka to
‘mark the 25th anniversary of
the Oral Rehydral'.]un Solution
(ORS).

- Chief of the UNICEF and

Begum.

senior executives of the UNDP,

WHO and USAID gathered ai
the Internmational Conference
Centre to celebrate introduc-
tion of the ORS, a simple solu-
tion that now saves the lives of
one million children every
year.

' The Prime Mlniﬂtﬂ!‘,
attended the funection as chief
guest. also distributed awards
to the representatives of the
Government of Bangladesh, the
Bangladesh Rurgl Advancement
Committee (BRAC), United
Nations Children’'s Fund
(UNICEF), United Nations

See Page 12 Col 1
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Ctg city unit of
BNP dissolved

By Asiuzzaman

The ruling Bangladesh -
Nationalist Party (BNP) has
dissolved its Chittagong city
unit committee and also taken.
disciplinary actions against

.some mid-ranking leaders and

workers, party sources said.

The standing commiitee,
the . highest policy-making
body of the party, last night
took the decision in a meeting
presided by chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia, the source
added.

The four-hour meeting at
the Tejgaon office of the Prime
Minister identified organisa-
tional weaknesses, factionalism
and anti-party activities by a
section of mid-ranking local
leaders as the major causes for
the party's debacle in  the

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Rafiq writes to
CEC for copy of
Hasina's letter

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia has re-
quested the Chief Election
Commissioner to give him a
copy of the application which
the Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiyva Sangsad Sheikh
Hasina was stated to have
submitted to the Election
Commission, apprehending
rigging in 140 to 144 centre
in Dhaka city on the eve of the

1 city corporation elections, re-

ports BSS. :

In his applicatlnn to the
Chief Election Commissioner,
the Works Minister said in
course of her discussion with
the newsmen on January 29
Sheikh Hasina stated that she
had report that the BNP would
rig the elections at 140 to 144
centres in Dhaka. He said ‘he
did not know whether Seikh
Hasina in her application had
mentioned the names of these
140-144 centres but she had
mentioned many of the names

© See Page 12Col 7, -
Post-polls camage |
Freezing of Aziz's
bank accounts

ordered

- By Staff Correspondent

The Chief Metropolitan Ma-
dgistrate, Dhaka. yesterday or-
dered freezing of all bank
accounts of Alhaj Abdul Asziz,
the main accused jin the
Nawabganj post-polls carnage. ~

The Detective Branch (DB)
yesterday again took Alhaj
Abdul Majid — 66-year-old fa-
ther of Aziz — on police re-
mand for further interrogation.

Alhaj Majid was produced
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate at the end of a;

threc-day police remand yes-
terdav.
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