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Rabbani for national
'shoora’' to end crisis

ISLAMABAD. Feb 4: Alghan
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani has proposed a na-
tional 'shoora’ or meeting in-

side Afghanistan to resolve the .

current conflict, his special
envoy said here Thursday, re-
ports AFP.

The Emissary, Ahmad Shah,
Afghan Minister for Housing
and Planning, told a news
conference the proposed
shoora. should form the pext
government to step in after
Rabbani's mandate expires in
five months.

He said the United Nations
as well as the Or tion of
islamic Conferenge (OIC) could
help organise the assembly of
Afghan religious scholars, Muj-
ahideen commanders, tribal
elders. technocrats and other
sections of the community.

The envoy, said he had
meetings ‘'in Islamabad with
diplomats of different coun-

iries and Pakistani government

officials.

Shah bitierly attacked

Uzbek warlord General Abhdul '

Rashid Dostumn. saying he
want®d (o revive communist
rule in Kabul, and accused
neighbouring Uzbekistan of
aiding his forces with food and
ammunition,

He said during a meeting
with Russia's ambassador here
Wednesday, he had asked for

Moscow's intervention to stpp

Uzbekistan's "interference.”

" Shah, however, held out an
olive branch to Prime Minister
Gulbuddin Helmatyar, ally of
Dostum in the five- wuck old
fighting.

"We are ready to sit to-:
gether with Hekmatyar to sort-
out our differences.” he said,
ruling. out any dealing with
Dostum.

The former communist
general "has to be punished
and his forces disarmed.” he

Japanese aid for My
will provide 8.77 million yen {about 79.727 US dollars)} worth
of emergency relief aid to Myanmar, the Foreign Ministry said
Thursday Xinhua reports from Tokyo.

The ministry said Japan .will send goods including blan-
kets. sleeping mats, and soap to Myanmar through its inter-

national cooperation ggency.

A large fire broke dut in Yangon on January 24, damaging
more than 900 houses and affecting over 6.500 people. -

Chma frees 3 more dissidents:

Kong human rights activist John Kamm said

yesterday

thal Chhu had released three dissidents who had been jailed

outside of Beifing,
In a statement

ter reports from Beijing.
ed to journalists in Beijing, Kamm, who

has close contact with Chinese officials. said he had been told

by the
Zunzhe had been freed.

nt that Xiao Bin, Liao Yiap Yiwu and Ding

, The three are not among China's most famous dtmdmln
China is under pressure (o improve its human rights situa-
tion to keep its trades status with the United States.

71 honoured in Lanka: a wop newspaper

editor and four foreigners were among 71 people to 'be
henoured on Sri Lanka's 46th anniversary of independence .
yesterday, the government announced. AFP reports from

Colombo.

Manik De Silva, who is the editor of the }nrgcu-t circulating
English daily, the Daily News, and Colombo correspondent for
_the Far Eastern Economic Review (FEER), was conferred the
' Kala Suri award for his centribution to journalism. .

The

s -honoured were UNICEF executive director

James Grant, Sri Lankan-born Canadian author Michael

" Ondaatje.

professor of sanskrit at Oxford. Richard Francis

Gmnl:rlch and US industrialist Martin Trust.

mmd-iﬂmnﬂubmkenutMnhtmt'
Seoul while workmen were renovating

uh-uth

- the club, police and television reports said, AFP reports from

Seoul.
The
cabaret

s said most of the victims of the Washington
ze on Thursday were trapped and suffocated by

fumes, as they were unable to find the exits due to a power

failure.

Police said the blaze, whichuulcdmmhnau:d 12,500
dollars worth of damage. was started by sparks from welding

equipment.

40 Burundian refugees

dylngadaymTanzama

NAIROBI. Feb 4: Burundian
rtl'uﬂnl in camps in Tanzanial
are at a rate of 30 to 40 a
day from disease and bunger. a
doctor with the French eharity
Medecins Sans Fronlieres
(MSF) said on Thursday. re-
poris Reutef.

Dr’ Serge Manonceurt told

in Kenya's capital
Nairobi that there were an es-
timated 110,000 refugees still

in Tanzania from acu-
te food and medicine shor
Lages.

The mertality rate had

reached an alarming ihree (o
four per HO,000 people
daily — a total of 33 t0 44 ev-
eryday. He said Lhe rale in
November and December had
been less than one oul ol
10.000.
Manoncourt. an epidemiol-
and senjor MSF France
ai Kibondo camp in
Tanzania, accused Lhe United
Nations of failling in its eflorts.

to help refugees

. "In my 13 years experibnoe
in Ihh , 1 have never seen
s0 much poor assistance - Mt
tle or no food. no medical fa-
cilities, little shelter. shor-tage
of water.” he said. .

. The UN and foreign doners

to the refugee

Eﬂliﬂ with lﬂﬂ litLle, Loo late.
he said.
But UN World Food

Programme (WFP) spokesman
Francis Mwanza (old Reulers
by telephone {rom Romc that
the agency had given out 4,600
tonnes of food to the reiugees
in Tanzania.

“WFP was very quick in re-
sponding to the emergency ..
but there are problems in
reaching all the people be
cause of the very poor state of
the roads.” Mwanza said

He added that much of the .

food had been bought locally —
it takes three weeks (o lrans-
port it by land from the Indian
Ocean coast port of Dar rs
Salaam due 0 appalling roads
and rafl — but that a drought
this year meant some sincks

had to be imported.

Mwanza said mosi ol the
refugee alths were due |o

disease and not starvauon.

An estimated 250 000
refugees flooded into Tanzania
from their troubled homeland
after r soldiers mur
dered Burndi's President Mel
chior Ndadaye last October

sparking off waves of irbal
warfare between the Tusi and
Hutu puuplu

International

'Geneva peace talks a waste

|

SARAJEVO, Feb 4/ Bosni#'s
Muslim President Alija Ize-
tbegovie said on Thursday he
probably would not attend
another round of Geneva peace
talks due to begin on February
10 which he called a waste Df
time, reports Reuter.

Izetbegovic said a govern-
ment delegation under Prime
Minister Haris Silajdzic would
aftend the talks out of a sense
of obligation to a peace process
and have negotiating authority,
but he saw no reason for his
OWT1 presence.

Speaking on state radio, the
Muslim President said he had
told mediator Lord Owen when
the last talks deadlocked in
January that he would probably
avoid the next round.

"I reckoned that this is go-
ing to be another abortive ses-
‘slon {hat wastes time. We of

course have to participate but

must all of us go there to waste
time?” he said.

| might join the talks if I
sce advances in the making.
But | don't expect any . . . no
miracle is going to happen. |
have a lot of obligations here.
Some of us have Lo stay_home
and | think in this case [ haw:

o 10.

(But) Silajdzic wﬂl go with a
delegation and have full nego-
tiating rights, lzetbegovic said.

Last ~months talks
foundered over thé govern-

ment's additional demand for -

the return of territories held

by Serb and Croat. forces from .

which Muslims were expelled
early in the 22-month-old frat-
ricidal war. -

About 80 per cent of Bosnia

is controlled by Serbs and

Croats who have declared eth-

nically pure mini-states spon-
sored by neighboturing Serbian-
led pump Yugoslavia and
Croatia.

Serbs had agreed to roll
back to 49 per cent giving the
Muslims the 33.5 per cent of

territory they had initially de-
manded. in return for their

. signature on a peace deal.

Owen said glwmiljr that the
factions had opted to "go home
to fight” instéad of ntﬁnttnting
seriously.

Sinece then, [lighting haa
raged on. shooting attacks on
UN humanitarian troops have

proliferated and the United .

Nations has accused Croatia of

~sending thousands of .troops

irfto Bosnia to reinforce Croat
militia's against a rcsurg:nt
government : -
Izetbegovic sald he ex-
pected the United States,

a peace treaty by

of time, says Izetbegovic

ﬂﬂtnln France angd to
make an initiative, which he
did not specify, to bredak the
impasse in Geneva. If this
proved promising, he would go
to Geneva. But he was not
hopeful.

- Owen, the Eurnpem Union «
envoy, and UN co-mediator
Thorvald Stoltenbeg, keen to

end Europe's bloodiest conflict

since World War II, are seek-
ing an accord that would di-
vide Bosnia roughly along cur-
rent lines of confrontation.

The Bosnian government
has accused western
backing the mediators of try-
ing to & Muslims into
debat-
ing whether to withdraw UN
relief personnel who feed and
protect mostly Muslim en-
claves.

Rmt -
PEI’t}F (BJP);

hce hold I:nack a woman -ﬂt‘ﬂlﬂﬂbtfﬂtﬂl‘ from the main nppurﬂltmn Bharatlya Janata
whose supporters broke security cordaons and attempted to head

towards Parliament house in New Delhi February 4 to protest a series of price hikes ordered
by the government recent days. The demonstrators also protested overtures to foreign

investors.

#
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WASHINGTON, Feb 4:
Making a rare return to
washington to refly the flag of
the Reagan Revolution..Ronald
Reagan
Clinton and the Democrats of
sealing his ideas while trying

to discredit his record, re
poris AP,
The very sight of the

Capital, "bulging with *new Lax
revenues,” made him instinc-
tively reach for his veio pen.
he said in a nostalgic speech to
a huge audience of Reagan
loyalists.

“What brought the former
president back Thursday night
was a 1,000 dollars-a-plate
Republican Party dinner — at-
tended by 2.300 .and expec
to raise 5 million dollars and a
chance to observe "the 44th
anniversary of my 38th birth-
day.”

' On Sungday. five years out of
office, he furns 83.

Reagan kidded about his
age, but he showed it, too. He
spoke more softly antt slowly
than when he was president,
his voice cracked. He walked
Lo the rostrum stiffly

But he wen his audibnce
speaking lor 25 minutes. When
he finished, he kissed his wile
and saluted the crowd with an
old familiar wave of the hand

Celebrating with him were
ideological soulmate Margaret
Thatcher. the “iron lady™ who
is lormer prime minister of
Britain, and wife Nancy Rea-
gan. Reagan used his ?pe&h Lo
protect his legacy These days
in Washington, his deficits are
cited more often ithan his
fights against the growth of
communism abroad and the
governmernt at home

Reagan remembered
glory days

“Who can lorget those so-
called “experts” who said our
military huﬂ-:l -up threatened a

the

accused President™

ted -

dangerous escalation ol ten-
sions?” he asked. "What kifdd

of fool, they asked, would call
the Soviet Union an "Evil
Er_nplrc?'; -

"But as events have shown,
there was nothing foolish in
my prediction that commu-
nism was destined for the ash
heap of history.”

Watching Clinton’s State of
the Union address last week.

Reagan accuses Clinton
of stealing his ideas

he sad, he thﬂught lbﬂl.lt the
correlation beiween imitation
and flattery. "Only inh this case,
it's not flattery. but grand
larceny — the intellectual theft
of ideas that you and | recog-
nise as our own."

But he said the Democrats

“were ignoring the lessons of

history — "how swifily storm

clouds can gather on a peaceful
horizon.” °

Former US President Ronald Reagan (L) embraces former .
Prime Minister of Great Britain Mnrgarel Thatcher
February 3 during the Republican National Committee s
Annual Gala in Washington. The event was held this year

honouring Reagan s 83rd birthday.

— AFP photo
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WHO, IFPMA
agree to fight -
AIDS

-~ GENEVA, Feb 4: The World
Health Organisation (WHO) and

the International Federation of
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
(IFPMA) announced on
Thursday they had agreed to

work together to fight AIDS
aroynd the g‘luhe. repnrts

Reuter.

A joint stntmnent said the

Geneva-hased WHO, a United

Nation's agency, has commit- -

ted itself to playing a coordi-

nating role for intemnational
research Mmto AIDS and the.
HIV virus most health experts
aa_yc&uumit.

IFPMA, the statement said,
commitled itself "to work as
rapidly as possible towards the
discovery and development of
new, safe and effective drugs
vaccgines = against
HI‘WHDE >

Research by federation me-
mber companies, the
statement declared, "will be

-conducted with the same level

of integrity. attention to detail
and thoro with which
it develops products for other
diseases.”

Japan blasts off
- H-2 rocket

TOKYO, Feb 4: The first all-
Japanese
blasted off today alter a three-
day delay due to bad weather
and technical snags, a
spokesman for the. National
Space Development Agency
(NASDA) said, reports Reuter.

The spokesman said the H-
2 rocket lifted of from the
agency's Tanegasima space
centre in southern Japan at
7:20 am (2220 GMT Thurs-

~ day).

18 NAM FMs to
meet in Jakarta

JAKARTA, Feb 4: Some 18
Foreign Ministers of Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)
countries will begin a three-
day meeting here on
Wednesday to prepare for a
mid-term conference in Cairo,
officials said today. reports
AFP. | ’

Twenty-two ministers were
invited and 18 have made
reservations, the NAM chair-
mah's executive assistant, Nana
Sutresna, said. NAM has 110
members.

The ministers will discuss
preparations for the Cairo

meeting in June to select the
next NAM chairman for 1995
through 1998. Indonesia cur-
rently chairs the organisation.
indenesia hosted NAM's
10th summit in September
1992, and its three-year term
as the organisation's head ex-
pires in September 1995,

The Caire meeting is also
expecied to seek ways of in-
creasing cooperations between
NAM and the group of 77. The
group represents third world
countries which are not neces-
sarily NAM members but wish
to work with NAM on eco-

nomic matters,
Sutresna said that officially.

Nicaragua was the sole candi-
date for Chatrman.

r
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" ers to be

LONDON, Feb 4 Lihyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi said
on Thursday that Libya had no

‘part in the 1988 bomb attack
‘on a U S airliner over

Lockerbie in Scotland and was
now closing its file on- the
matter, reports Reuler.

"We declare that we have
nothing to do with Lockerbte
and we have no interest in this,
issue," Gaddalfi said in a speech

in the town of Misratah, east of > " Rdrution and chbanel-

Tripoli, broadcast on Libyan -
television. .

“We are not Ionking at this
file and we are closing it be-
cause we know that we are not
paying thé price of Lockerbie.”
he added in the h. moni-
tored by 41he British

Libya is wunder United
Nations sanctions for refusing
to turn over two Libyans sus-
pected of responsibility for the
bombing for trial in the west.
London and Washington insist

on a trial in‘the United. States -

Lockerbie matter

or in Britain, where the Pan
Am airliner exploded in mid-
air ever the village of

Lockerbie, killing 270 people.

“Libya is not the

paying

~price of the Lockerbie inci-

t. because no verdict has
~ passed saving that it

should.” Gaddafi said.

He said that as a
N reselutions sanc-

tions, Libya was.. however,

“paying the price of indepen-

sult of U

Patiow; the price of being a
and sovereign country,”
On Wednesday, a top Libyan

official told Reuters that’
Tripoli would nol set condi-

tions for trial in a neutral
country of the two suspects.
But the - official, Saad

Mujber, deputy speaker. in
charge of foreign affairs in’
Libya's. General People's
Congress (parliament), re-
peated that it was out of the
question for his country to
- hand over the men to the
United States or Brﬂain. !

Off the Record |

Neglected children have
risk of adult olmty

LONDON: Children who are neg}ccted bgf their parents
often grow up to become overweight adults, Danish re-
searchers reported Friday, says Reuter. |

The researchers, working at the university of Copenhagen,
followed more than 700 Copcnhag:n children from the age of

- nine into adulthood.

“Dirty and nq‘lecte;l children had a muchgmtnr risk of
aduha@caltythanmagcl}rgrmd children,” they wrote in

the Lancet medical journal.s
“However being an only
parental support. or being

child,
well groomed

reeceivi tective

ad no effect.”

Social hackg'ound and family structure also had no effect,

they said.

Of the 756 children, 28 were considered
"dirty and neglected.” Eight of them, or 29 per

by their teach-

_ cent, became clinﬁc&ﬂy obese in adulthood.

Of those who were considered well or av:ragdy groomed,
29, or seven pereent, became obese,

Ten. or 18 per cent, of those seen to have had no parental
support became obese but three per cent of theose from har-

monious families did.

The study was important because obesity can lead to car-
diovascular disease, the researchers said. -

“For preventive purposes, it may be lmp-urt:' Fil L0 mum[y_
children suffering from parental neglect,” they said.
.~ "We suggest that parental neglect may cause a psychologi-
cal state that affects energy balance by altering behaviour’
lovereating and physical inactivity) over hormone hﬂlm

lnﬂumcing fat storage.”

Fitmmmmﬂu‘wr
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HEWI}ELHI Bﬁuummmulermrthunmﬂﬂlhrm
Hteraﬂym:tlngﬁmu 'Ih:gwemmmthugtvmﬂmm
months to get in shape or they will be fired. reports AP. :

Health clubs in the state are now crowded with policemen
pumping iron in an attempt to trim their

The fithess mania came about after police chiel V P Jain
ordered them to shed the extra adipose. the Statesman

reported Friday.

In March, thcpoﬁccm:nnﬂllheputtutﬁﬂ meywﬂlhnw
- to jog a mile, do several push-ups and sit-ups in a given time
to prove they are in shape. Those who fail will be .foreed to, §.

- retire. the newspaper said.

Vietnam to open liaison
office in Washington

HANOI, Feb 4: Vietnam will
open a liaison office in Wash-
inglon as a “transitional step
toward full diplomatic re-
lations” with the United Sta-
tes, Deputy Foreign Minister
Le Mai said Friday, reports AP.

His statement came after
President Clinton lifted a 19-
year trade embargo against
Vietnam and said -the United
States was opening a llaison of-
fice in Hanoi.

In an apparent effort to re-
assure US veterans groups and
families of Americans unac-
counted for from the Vietnam

War. who opposed ending the .

embargo, Le Mal pledged that
Vietnam would continue to co-
operate in trying top resolve
their cases.

“The Vietnamese govern-
ment reiterates its policy of
consistently regarding the
gquestions of Americans miss-
ing from the war as a humani-
larian concern not linked with
political issues.” he said in a
statement at a news confer
ence.

"The government and peo-
ple of Vietnam have been, are,
and will be cooperating in a
constructive spirit with the
American people to- solve this

issue to the fullest possible,
tent” he said. fﬁx

Le Mai said: Clinton had
proposed -mutpal establish-
ment of the liaison offices in
Washington and Hanoi.

. This is a positive and signif-
icant decision, which con-
tributes to opening a new page
in US-Vietnam relations in the
interest of the two peoples,”
he said. .
"“This decision meets the
desire of the American and the
Vietnamese peoples as well as
of many other countries, it is
line with the trend toward
peace, development in -Asia-
Pacific and in the world”

Le Mai said the improve-
ment in US-Vietnamese rela-
tions would make a significant
contribution” to the commen
endeavour of the countries of
the world for the sake .of
peace, friendship and coop-
eration among nations.” .

Clinton had only announced
that he would establish a US
llaison office in Vietnam to

handle trade. human is
and other issues, and to

Le Mai Lo announce the open-
ing of a Vietnamese office in
Washington.

Protest against
US plan to deploy

| missiles in ROK

SEOUL. Feb 4: Some 20 ac-
tivists, shouting anti-US slo-
gans, demonsirated near the

Korea, reports AP.

"No missile deployment!”
"We oppose Americal” They
shouted with clenched fists. as
40 palice., armed with trun-
cheons and helmets, stood
uard.

The protesters, all from the
National Undon for Democratic
Unification. were stopped by
police about a block Igom the
l-'m compound in central

Th-!: aclivists ended the
protests in 40 minutes, No ar-
resis were made,

Indian CEC on one-man crusade to clean up politics

NEW DELHI. Feb 4: The
India Whos Who ltsts T N
Seshan under the category of
Civil Servant. But not only isn |

he the govermimment's servant
he often isn't even very civil.

reports AP.

Seshan is on a one-man
crusade to clean up Indian
politics. As Chiefl Election
Commissioner, a job appointed
by the nation's nonpartisao
president and free of political

baggage. he is in a unigue posi-

thonl to Iry.

Seshan admits the task is
AWeSOme.

“ There is not one square
foot of dry ground left in this
country without cerruption
he said in a lecture this week
“Cash criminality and corrup-
tion” are the grease for the

| wheeis of Indian poiitics.

With such barbs. Seshan has
turned an obscure position
once barely noticed at eleetion
time into a job with high visi
bility. His egg-shaped face and
bhald head add to his popularity
with newspaper canoorists.

He emplovs his eloguent
bafitone a thundering temper.
and irreverence of power and a
knife -sharp wit to bring into
focus the flaws in Indias 44-
year-old democracy

Elections are often violeni
About 150 people were killed
in fighting between supporters
of rival parties before (he last
nationwige election in 199

Impersonation and ihitimi-
dation of volers are cormunon,
Seshan said. bringing nods
from his audience of aca
demics politicians and jour
nalists

On voting day, gangs ol po-
litcally paid thugs walk into

polling stations where the rival
party is expected to win and
literally walk off with Lhe balot
box commonly called
booth capturing

In manv districts where lit

It &

eracy 1s |low, ~“womemn are
treated with extraordinary
contempt  and instructed how

ip vote by their menifolk. he

St

Candidates with criminal
hinks are routinely elected to
state and national positions. he
said

Midway through his six year
term, Seshan's vigilance as
chief{ watchdog is fimally having
an effect In by-elections. he
increased police protection al
polling stations anfl invalidated
suspicious results

Last November, less than a
handful ol people were re
ported killed during state
assembly elections in six
states, and voters turned oul in
record numbers.

"I have tried 10 hold up a
mirrer to the country.” he
saldd The reflection shows a
nation ‘rigged with illegality,
nminorality, corruption and no
character.’

He bemoaned the absence
of men of integrity in public
life.

“(randhi is as dead as the
marble in Rajghat.” he said,
referring tg the mausoleum of
india's independence leader
Mohandas K Gandhi

Every public servant is a
law unto himself There are
no civil servants left in this
country ” he said

Seshan's enemies are le-
gion. He is berated as a tyrant
and a hypogrite

When he “"borrowed™ a pri
vate plane from a Bombay ty
coon to rush to the funeral of a
Hindu man, he was accused of
the same corrupt practices
that he condemns Seshan's
reply: He paid the businessman
3,000 dollars for the flight

In his latest battle with 1he
government, Seshan issued an
ordinance demanding that all
voters be given identification
cards before the end of year
No election will be allowed
after next January 1 without
them, he warned.

The order raised a howl of
protest from the federal ad
minisiration and the govern
ments of India's 25 states
which argued that it will be too

expensive (o tssue cards to
500 million potential voters in
12 months

Seshan

budge

He committed another act
of political heresy when he
told political parties they will
be Nned if they don’'t clean up
the election posters plastered
to walls. lampposts and streel
signs '

He also limited the use ol
jeep-mounted loud speakers 10
daylight hours.

has refused 1o

Late last year. the govein
mesit (ried to crimp his sivle
by appointing two inore elec-
tion commdssioners who weire
supposed 1o have eqjual ramk

Seshan -refused to speak to
them and locked his office

doo

Cambodia plans
to restore ties
with Myanmar

PHNOM PENH, Feb 4:
Cambodia plans to restore
diplomatic relations with
Myanmar. Prince Norodom
Sirivudh, also Foreign Mi-
nister, sald today. reports AFP.

“1 think that our two gov-
ernments intend to make an
announcement about the re-
establishment of diplomatic
relations,” the prince said on
his rfeturn from an official visit
to Laos.

“We had diplomatic rela
ttons in the sixties and | think
that it is good now to begin to
meet our Myanmar [riends

Prince Sirivudh saild hat
during his visit to Vientiane he
spoke with the Myanmar am
bassador there.



