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Disturbing Signal from
Bosnia

The presence ol two women prime ministers
from the Muslim world together in Sarajevo on
Wednesday vvas nothing more than symbolic. But
a symbolic presence sometimes is no less impor
tant than actually providing for material support.
In Bosnia-Herzegovina, where the West has mis-
erably failed, the record of the Muslim countries
in terms of support is no better either. On that
count, the visit together by Pakistani and Turkish
premiers to the capital of the war-torn country
drives home a nlt'ﬁm-%f' not only for the warrin
parties but for the Western powers concerne
about the fate of the Muslims, Groats and Serbs.

Whether this message will prompt the guardi-
ans of global parity to pursue the uneven path of
peace in the Balkan region is however a comple-
tely different matter. The way this region is burn-
ing and bleeding for years together now legiti-
mately gives its historic connection to the other
similar convulsive event exactly 80 years ago.
That time also the conflagration of the Balkan region
gradually consumed almost the entire globe in
the shape of the World War |. Zhirinovsky loo
forward to a Pan-Serbian empire has been the
unlikely man to predict that the same on is
once to be the cause of a Third World War.

In fact, the world leaders should have been
alarmed by the happenings in the on and dis-
turbing signals it is sending for the whole world.
The European Parliament's clear expression of
no-confidence in Lord Owen, the chie
of the organisation for the past one and a half
years, shows-that the West is aware of the danger
of prolonging the war in former Yugoslavia. Clearly
the Western nations whose common diplomatic
offensive or military action can alone bring peace
in that country seems to be nnduly incapacitated
by considerations best known to them.

Benazir Bhutto and Tansu Ciller have just con-
veyed the concern of their respective countries,
the Muslim world and also the South Asifan na-
tions. Squabbling among the Western powers has
brought every good move back to square one
whenever an individual country has expressed its
desire to take a bold step against the Serbs. Everyone
is playing safe. One's boldness is counter-checked

another's appeal for patience and dence.

t the condition of the Bosnian Muslims defy an
such soothing words, what they need most of
is the supplv of weapon to defend themselves and
at the saine lime food lor the civilian population.

The West is sending food and the l'lr)ank admis-
sion by UN peaé¢ekeeping forces there of the dif-
ficulty to reach food to the besieged Muslims has
not been of much help to talk tough to the Serbs.
Endless rounds of talks held in capitals and cities
of neutral countries have failed to make pro
in their position even by an inch. The mediators
have been forced to backtrack in the face of
Serbian stubbornness. This policy of appeasement
has not paid, rather the Serbs have demanded

meye, more unreasonable concessions. Today,
i when Secretary General Boutros Bnuﬁug-
~ Ghali goes public on theé necessity of using force
against the Serbs to make them comply with a

ce formula, some Western Fowers isagree.
d when the US is in favour of lifting the arms

embargo against Bosnian Muslims, the same UN
Secretary General expresses his strong reserva-
tion st the move.

The Muslims are already cornered and it ap-
pears all the tall talks are meant to protract their
painful annihilation. The Serbs have committed
the worst crime against humanity but the inter-
national community will be held-blamable for
condoning the crime, the Western leaders only

-more so. Time is fast running out for them to
make a last-ditch attempt to avert the spreading
of the Balkan war's fall-outs and causing the world
to be at war with itself.

More Women Workers

The number of female labour is rising in Narail.
Re]porting this a correspondent of a national daily
volu

nteers an explanation. He feels this rise cor-
responds to a rise in divorces as also in the num-

ber of girls re simple t age of

owing to bw%acitypdoﬁ diugllandm
one could feel sad about these women being pushed
out of what is thought of as a normal life for girls,
there is all the reason for elation on the part of the
women's activists for such an increase in the fold
of women fending for themselves. The more impor-

tant point would be whether this would be bepe-. -

ficial to society as a whole and if it would contri-
bute to the economic unfolding of the nation.

In a land of constricted employment situation,
those two factors cannot alone lain the influx
of women in the labour market. The main decid-

element in this has been wide employment
berths waiting eagerly for women workers all be-
cause they can be gotten very cheap — almost at
half the rate of male worker's wage. Then again
women workers neither shirk nor mali

er and
always turn in better and bigger output. Women
are then changing familial exploitation for ex-
ploitation by labour contractors, builders and
millers. But there is a world of difference be-
tween the two. The latter let them own money
and earn an amount of clout and independence.

The report cites a survey giving a breakdown

on the new workers' nature of job. Forty per cent

are doing field work, 30 per cent working in
husking mills, and 15 per cent are employed as
domestic servants. Without accounting for the
remaining 15 per cent,-the survey goes on to
‘quote a decidedly overlapping figure of 55 per
cent as being engaged in smuggling. That should
mean many in the former categories doing smug-
on the side for some extra cash. It is inter-
esting tﬂ! see smuggling being accepted as em-
P ent '
- e Narail employment profile for women newly
come to gainful employment, howmuchever exploi-
. tative, should hold good for all the border dis-
tricts. And in districts where so-called develop-
ment work is prosecuted with great zeal, women
compete fairly with man in house and road build-
ing work. In the garments sector, women greatly
outnumber men. With the proliferation of the
électronic and computer industries — women
will be in even greater demand. This is all very
encouraging for the society. Gender imbalance is
going to be forced out of the system of this soci-
ety by the exigencies of economy. "

While this scenario is being enacted, a substan-
tial part of male ﬂc;pulatlun reaching employment
age is rotting without landing a job. This cannot
be allowed to go too far to generate a new kind of
social imbalance. ‘
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HERE is no denying the
lact that the recent visit
of Awami League presi

dent and Leader of the Opp

ositlion in Parliament Sheikh
Hasina has drawn attention of
different quarters including
obviously . the political circles
in Bangladesh. Attempts have
already been made by many to
prove that the visit, in fact, has
brought a positive [eedback lor
AL which was for a long time
detached from this leading veto
power of Asia. Some are still
trying to draw a conclusion that
in the backdrop of the demise of
socialist empire. once led by an
undivided USSR, this visit
perhaps met a need of the Lime

Some tend to point out that the
visit was a part of AL policy as
an immediate response to the
unfolding consequences of the
changing relations between
India and China The most
important and interesting thing
is that some are even trving to
brand the visit as China's
"green signal® to AL for its
future role as a party tn power

{ Why all these assumptions,

conclusions and analyses 7
What is the real feedback even
AL and Hasirra can think of
having obtained by a single
tour?

Yes. Hasina visited China at
the invitation of the Communist
Party of China and with this
very visit the Communist Party

| of China officially claimed that

it had reachied the point of des-
tination in establishing formal
ties with almost all the political
parties in South Asia.

Without focusing on the on-
going national, regional and in-
ternational scenarios, in their
multi-dimensional perspectives,
it would not be wise to willy-
nilly pass comments on the visit
of AL high-powered delegation.
h-derm by the party chief and

of the opposition in par-
liament. Sheikh Hasina.

Political atmosphere in the
world and that of the sub-con-

tinent has drastically taken a

new shape and course after the
final exit of the USSR-led social-
ist empire from the interna-
tional stage and the onset of the
phenomenon reducing the
former Soviet Union into an en-
tity dependent on the capitalist
West headed by the unipelar
supreme. power, the United
States of America. In the ab-
sence of a unified USSR it has
now become very difficult and

challenging fér India's foreign .

trade losing out, to a large ex-
tent, on her diversified markets
of commodities and gbods. The
more than a dozen republics of
the former Soviet Union will
lake time to fill in the gaps or
may not finally be in a position
to replace all of India's lost
market which has already
started yielding a negative sig-
nal for the Indian economy. On
the otherhand, growing rela-
tions between the USA and
Pakistan are going to stand as
Alps for India. USA-China rela-
tions on the question of human
rights and democracy seem to
have gone awry in spite of a

Sheikh Hasina's Visit to China Seen

series of attempts and (Halogues
at various levels to clear the air,
india once tried her level
best to convince USA to list
Pakistan as a terrorist state and
all sorts bf diplomatic steps,
manoeuvrings and media pub-
licity were geared up to this
end Even a vear ago. Pakistan's
lensions and anxieties were ex
posed like anything at different
bilateral. regional and interna
tbonal fora Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif was finally com-
pelled by the rapidly developing
circumstances to request then,
leader ol the opposition in
Parliament, Benazir Bhutto to
head Lhe Parliamentary Stan-
ding Committee on Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, which Benazie
readily accepted. She rushed to
JSA. had talks with officials
and leaders at different strata
and for the time being broke the
ice making the US leaders
understand that no quick
stance should be adopted by
Washington considering the
overall situation prevailing in
the sub-continent
- With the assumption of
power by PPP headed by
Benazir Bhuito. the relatiorns

by Sinha M A Sayeed

India go back io the boarder
incidents of 1954 Attempits
were made to soften relations
Premier Chou En Lal came (o
indda in 1954 and 1956 had a
wide range of talks with the
Indian counterpart but no posi
tive results were 1o follow
mainly because of their strict
adherence to national interests
in their own perspectives. This
was partly due to Indias in
creasing inclination towards
LISSR. the then ideological arch
rival of China, and partly due 1o
(China's growing propensity to
friendship with Pakistan
Indias arch enemy since the
partition of the subcontinent in
1947

It was premier Rajiv Gandhi.
a forward-looking, successor of
the great Nehru family of India.
who took a historic initiative to
break the stalemate or isolation
of long 34 years; went to China
on an officfal visit in December
1988 that formally paved
broader avenues for multifari
ous cooperations between these
two big neighbours of Asia. The
historic declaration of the joint

herself to paper statements,
continuous propaganda
through media like radio news-
papers etc and limited supply of
hght weapons USA stopped
supply of arms and ammuni-
tHions (o both India and Pakistan
putting Pakistan into a further
imbalance in terms of stock of

weapons with India The war of

1965 had to be mediaied by
LISSR and was settled through

signing of "Taskhent
Agreemerft’ in 1966
The war of 197 between

India and Pakistan was the
most important one having with
the so-called territorial integrity
of Pakistan which was lost
through the
Bangladesh. Z A Bhutto paid an
official visit to China and what
type of discussion took place
between Bhutto and his
Chinese counterpart remained
shrouded in secrecy. However
eve ‘'noticed that jt was
the first time in the diplomatic
history between China and
Pakistan that "no joint commu-
nique " was issued. It might
have indicated that China

creation of

in the Wider Political Perspective

Therefore, it is against the
backdrop of [/SA Pakistan rela
tions. C hina-Pakistan relations,
China USA relations and. above
all. growing China-India rela-
tions that China's invitation to
Sheikh Hasina deserved to be
comsidered.

One has to agree that AL is
the most organised, well-
funded., poal and programme
oriented political party with a
tradition of long 42 years hav-
ing very broadbased grassroots
level units. With the demise of
LUSSR. India itselfl is going to
renew relations with China and
China s long: held conception of
AL s blind inclination towards
its rival is no more strongly in
existence AL should not be in
isolation with China when
China has been maintaining re-
lations with a number of politi-
cal parties including BNP and
JP. AL was also trying or wait
tng jfor a good ground to have a
formal connection with China
through its Communist Party.
AL s political and diplomatic
moves to build up Ues with al
most all the major political par-
ties in the western countries,
including USA, have already

Bangladesh's relations with China have their own logic and reasons based on national, bilateral,
regional and international considerations . . . Therefore, it is against the backdrop of USA-Pakistan,
China-Pakistan, China-USA and China-India relations that China's invitation to Sheikh Hasina
deserved to be considered. .

between USA and Pakistan have
been developing so dramatically
that the USA's stand on
Kashmir has made another big
problem for India. The USA has
officially made |t clear that
‘Kashmir is a dispuied area’
and hence, the problem has to
be solved politically through ne-

gotiations instead of use of mili-

tary force. Premier Benazir
openly lauded the USA's role in
the sub-continent with special
reference to India and Pakistan.

Benazir understands well
that slamic Bomb is not only a
nuclear bomb to the people of
Pakistan, it is also a symbol of
their existence against the

- mightier nuclear power, neigh-

bour India. That's why India
apprehends that Pakistan will
go on with this very pro-
gramme.To'India’s utter sur-
prise, the generalised conclu-
sion that Pakistan's importance
to USA has lessened as the
Afghan issue is no more there,
has itself now been in question.

So, the basic tssues of
India’s concern — enlistment of
Pakistan as a 'terrorist state,
pressure on Pakistan otherwise
to give up the pregramme for a
nuclear bomb and ensure the
determination of the rights of
India over Kashmir now seem to
be tangled for reasons, known
or unknown, obvious or remote.

The very roots of the tense
relations between China and

communique at the end of the
official talks between Rajiv and
Li Peng is considered to be the
real basis of luture course of
actions and discussions be-
tween China and India. They
had an understanding for
strengthening further relations
without putting any more fuel
to the burning issues existing
between China and India.
Rajiv's visit was reciprocated by
the visit of Chinese Premier Li
Peng to India in 1992. Premier
PV Narasimha Rao visited
China very recently and both
China and India now seem to be
of the same opinion for feeling
that "Under the changed cir-

cumstances, past hostilities’

backed by uncompromising ap-
proach of arrogance and caprice
should have their own peaceful
wiays to die down or cool down "

Pakistan fought three wars

~ with India. two on the issue of

Kashmir and one relating to the
liberation war ‘'of Bangladesh.
What was the extent of China's
promises to stand by Pakistan
in times of her crises and wars
with India? The war of 1948
between India and Pakistan was
limited and shert-lived while the
wars of 1965 and 1971 had
their own proliferations, pecu-
liarities that continued for some
time. In 1965 Pakistan thought
that something very big would
be done by her mighty ally
China, but China only confined

asked Pakistan to go for a polit-
ical settlement of the problem.
But Pakistan mysteriously
played the same music. of
course, with a renewed asser
tion that "China is always with
Pakistan and it will come for-
wiard militarily, if need arises”,

Records show that
Pakistan's claims about China's
promises were either not correct
or China deviated from her
stand in reality. At any rate
Pakistan's use of "China card "
did not produce any clearest
positive results for her at least
in her crises and wars with
India.

China did not recognise
Bangladesh till the change-over
of August 15, 1975. This was
not because of Pakistan rather
it was due to China's firm con-
viction that Bangladesh had, in
fact, become a satellite of India
backed by USSR.

Bangladesh's relations with
China have their own logic and
reasons based on national. bi-
lateral, regional and interna-
tional considerations. It was
General Ziaur Rahman, the
then Deputy Chief Martial Law
Adminkstrator, who visited
China in 1976 and after her
recognition of Bangladesh, for-
mally initiated the process of
bilateral ties between
Bangladesh and China. Hasina
might have her own sulferings
arnd mathematics about China.

reached a point from where it
only looked to be in the fitness
of things in the changed global
atmospherics that Awami
League have a rapport with
the Chinese Communist Party.
But Hasiria should not come
to a quick conclusion that her
talks with the Chinese leaders
will be remembered for all times
to come. Chinese leaders are
basically less emotional and
very much practical, pragmatic
and careful about national, bi-
lateral. regional and interna-
tional phenomena depending on
time. space and dimension.
Their discussion process is also
interesting. They first invite the
guest to speak phase-wise on
national, bilateral, regional and
international matters. After hav-
ing learnt the guest's views
they present their own analysis,
interpretations and understand-
ing on the very matters. Here
reference may be made to the
great experience of former
Secretary of States, US, Dr
Henery Kissinger, widely known
as the monarch of diplomats of
his time. After his formal talks
with Chairman Maeo., Dr
Kissinger came out and faced a
group of journalists standing
outside. One of them asked
him, 'What are your impres-
sions about Chairman Mao?
Dr Kissinger quickly responded.
"Chinese leaders are very cau-
tious of using their words and

sentences Each and every word
and sentence of Mao can be
Mmeasured and . What
Dr Kissinger said of Mao twenty
years ago. heid good about the
Chinese leaders in 1987 when |

had a chance to visit China as a

..l‘

member-secretary of the high-
powered delegation of Jatiya
Party headed by the then secre
tary general and deputy prime
minister Shah Moazzam
Hossain, at the invitation of the
Communist Party of China.

Sheikh Hasina being the po-
litical successor of Bangaba-
ndhu has some plus points. She
has also learnt a lot over time
as the president of AL and the
leader of the opposition in
parliament She has to go a long
way il she wants to have a
footing internationally. She ap-
pears to be keen on strengthen-
ing AL's image outside for which
the party's sub-commitiee on
international affairs headed by
deputy leader of the opposition
in parliament and former for-
eign minister Mr Abdus Samad
Azad MP is Jooking for experts
and veteran ex-diplomats who
have understanding of interna-
tional affairs.

But whatewver links, lobbies
and bases AL may have, it is
Hasina who has to prove her
own exceilence with a grasp and
understanding of national and
international politics and hap-
penings — past. present and fu-
ture. Hasina would have to take
into serious consideration what
Benazir has achieved within a
short period of time. what Nobel

prize winner Suki of Burma™

earned within her limited span
of political life, what Corazon of
Philippines showed surprisingly
within the time she got, even
what Khaleda Zia has demon-
strated promisingly by this time
with her own style and despite
limitations. if any. before she
moves with her mission from
courntry to country, forum to fo-
rum. party to party.

Growing importance of Asia
to the West and USA is at pre-
sent a reality. Asian economy
particularly the economies of
Korea, Taiwan., Hongkong,
Singapore etc. Japan besides,
have been booming so promis-
ingly that even President
Clinton had to take note of the
surge. His seriousness for APEC
is a direct sign of USA's con-
cern. Clinton admimstration
has also opened a new section
at the State Deptt. to deal with
the countries in the sub-conti-
nent.

We remember Hasina's
guarded remarks "China can
play a positive role in Asia"
made during her press briefing
at the Zia International
immediately after her return
from China. Diplomatically and
politically. Hasina shall have to
ensure that AL-China rela
are not disturbed or
or jeopardized by AL's relations

. with India and USA. She must

also be watching how India-
China relations and or China-
USA relations shape up in the
future.

Philippines Tries Gas to Root out Heinous Crime

FTER four vears’ debale,

. the Philippines has deci-

ded to restore the death

penalty that was abolished in

1987 after, the "people power”

overthrow of President
Ferdinadand Marcos.

But the execlitioner may not
be in business for a while be-
cause the budgel just passed by
Congress makes no provision
for construction of an execution
chamber.

Legislators decided on a gas
chamber rather than an election
chair on the grounds that it is
more "humane.” Legislators
joked that it would be difficult
to electrocute people given the
constant power failures in the
country,

The coniroversial Death
Penalty Bill was passed by
Congress in the wake of public
outrage over a spate of sensa-
tional crimes of rape, murder,
coup attempts and drug traf-
ficking involving prominent
Filipinos as, victims and ac-
cused.

Ironically, President Fidel

Ramos signed it into law a day -

after Defense Under-Secretary
Jose Crisol was stabbed to
death by burglars in his Manila
home.

, Before signing the bill,
Ramos admitted the death
penalty alone would not im-
prove the Philippines’ invest-

Sir, | am rather dismayed at
the biased allegation made by
Mr Pasha against doctors pub-
lished in your 'to the editor...”
column on 27.1.94. Being a
physician mysell 1 think 1
should comment something to
repudiate his statement which
| suppose he had made out of
his sheer ignorance pf the
whole affair. He must under-"
stand that the strike was not
called on the spur of the mo-
ment, The BMA has been de-
manding_for almost three years
to implement the commit-
ments regarding the health
problems of the country made
by the three alliances‘during
the anti-autocracy movement.
Truly speaking, most of the
demands are aimed at amelio-
rating the present dismal sit-

uation prevailing in our health
| service

H‘I.“.'Ivﬂlb. the relucmnt atti-
tude of the government and

. Abby Tan writes from Manila

After "people power” President Corazon Aquino came to office, the Philippines became the only
Asian country to abolish the death penalty. Now, still troubled by violent crime Congress has

brought Eﬁ: the ultimate penalty. /

@ 52 countries

Doing away with death

16 others for all but
exceptional offences

10 years

| Source: Amnesty International

happy country.

“It's not a quick fix, it is not
the total solution to suppress-
ing crime.” he said. "But it is a
powerful deterrent in my view."

He notec that evenn Weslern

non-cooperation of the opposi-
tion to play a positive rote
eventudlly led the situation to
such gn extent that doctors
were left with no choice but to
resort to the most unwished-
for step — the strike. It is true
that much inconvenience was
meted out to the patients dur-
ing the strike ‘period but one
should not be swayed by the
general idea that mortality rate
projected in the newspaper at
the time had been due to the
striking doctors. Actually the
hospital casualty which occurs
during strike is nothing but
the same normal mortality
which is never stated in the
newspaper while doctors are
not on strike. The letter writer
must be aware ol the [act that
no patients ol emergency na-
ture are turned away or ne-
glected during strike since 24-
hour emergency is always ex-
empted from the strike. If he
can cite or trace out any such
instance where any death has

19 have not carried out
executions for at least

countries under siege lron vio-
lent erime are re-exainining

- their methods of fighting vio-

lence.
Ramos admitied thal the
weak judicial system, poor law
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been caused due to refusal of
treatment during strike he
should, | must insist, come
forward with evidence and
seek legal action against, for
nobody would hold him back
from seeking justice.

Before heaping all the re-
proaches on the doctors he
must seek the fact behind the
undesirable situation that did
crop up not solely due to a sin-
gle organisation. [t would be
unfair and unjust to point fin-
ger at doctors only; he would
rather urge human rights or-
danisations to loock into the
government and the opposi-
tion as well for their failure to
fulfil the commitments and
neglecting the cause of health
of the masses as health is a
basic right of every citizen.
Fairly speaking, none of us is
to be seen with complete im
punity be it the doctor, the
government or the opposition
for it should be a collective ef
fort of everyone 10 discipline

enforcement and gun-slinging
politicians — often cited as the
root causes of criminal prob-
lems — needed to be reformed
and controlled.

In a recent clammpdown on
the private armies of warlords
and politicians, the government
claims to have dismantled 350
armed groups. The country's
still often feudal society has
spawned a nelwork of private
armies run by politicians and
businessmern,

A week before the signing,
[Ramos, a former soldier who
has long advocated the return
of the death. penalty, presided
over the symbolic burning of
4.000 [firearms and 24,000
other weapons surrendered by
the warlords.

Abuses by government offi-
cials in reeent years have also
become commonplace. At least
five town mayors are under in-
vestigation or on trial for mur-
der. One mayor in the north is
accused of murdering eight
people’ from two families.
Another is on trial for the rape
and murder of two college stu-
dents.

S e e—————
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our health service while aim-
ing al ensuring health for all by
the year 2000. '

Md Jalaluddin Iqgbal,
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Agri graduates

Sir, The Agriculiure and
Irrigation Minister M Majid -ul-
laq while addressing recently
the Ambassadors and High
Commissioner of Bangladesh
appointed in the Middle East
countries and Malaysia urged
them to arrange employment
for Bangladeshi agriculture
graduates and skilled and non-
skilled agriculturisis in the
Middle East countries.

We very much appreciate
the Agriculture Minister's con
cern to solve the unemploy
menl problems ol agrl gradu
ales. We extend our thanks and
gratitude to the minister and
sincerely hope thal the envoys
will take urgent initiatives o
iranslate the minister's re

commented Ramos.

kidnapping. treason. drug re-

“in different

Ramos admitted that many
ol these cases had been brought
to public attention by a vigilant
press and a commurlity tired of
such abuses. Kidnap and mur-
der victims and their [amilies
had formed citizens watchdog
groups to pressure the govern-
ment on the prosecution of the
criminals.

"For the past SixX yeal's our
society and our criminal justice
systern have been placed under
severe stress by violent crimes.”
"Public
sensibilities have been lacerated
by acts of great cruelty and
heartlessness, ranging from

crimes or rape to murder, from
drug traffickimg to economic

sabotage, [rom kidnapping for
ransom to the wholesale mas-
sacre of families.

"We have listened to the
louder and louder demands ol

our citizenry for a tougher

stand against
tougher penalties for criminal
offenders."

orimnes and

"Heinous” crimes covered by
the law include murder. rape,

T ——

guest inlo reality.

Al the same time we would
honestly call upon the minister
lo kindly take necessary steps
for filling up the vacant posts
agriculture ori-
ented govt. and autonomous
organizations by unemployed
agri graduates and also to cre-
ale some opportunity for their
employment in govt. as well as
in the private sector.

M Zahidul Hague

General Secrelary,

Teachers’ Assoc. Dhaka

BUET classes

Sir, The classes for the stu
dents who got admission to
different disciplines of the
Engineering Universily in
1993 have nol yet started
Meanwhile, the admission test
result of 1994 has been pub
lis hed

The students are sitting
idie jor the last one year It |s
not sure as to when the classes

BAI
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lated offences. bribery and eco-
nomic plunder Involving more
than $2 million.

Kidnapping for ransom has
become prevalent in the last two
years. Most victims have been
wealthy people from the ethnic
Chinese minority, which has
accused police and soldiers of
masterminding the crimes.

Japanese, Taiwanese and
United States investors have
also been kidnapped.

The law is n#t retroactive, so
will not affect Imelda Marcos,
recently sentenced to a maxi-
mum of 24 years jail for two
corruption offences.

Human rights campaigners
are challenging the law in Lhe

Supreme Courl. But Ramos is
[irm: "In the last analysis, what
a nation does about heinous
crimes against persons and so-
ciety is an expression of the
vigour of its values.

'By drawing this line against
heinous crimes, our people are
saying that we will not live in a
society that cannot defend itself
against crime, that will not
make clear distinction between
the innocent and the criminal,

that will not punish the guilty " ™

— GEMINI NEWS
ABEBY TAN Is a Singaporean

Jjournalist specialising in cco-

nomic and political affairs. She
has been bascd in Manila since
1977,
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will be staried. Both the par-
cnls and the students are suf-
lering from frustration. The
general universities which
were lagging behind in this re
spect have succeeded in re
ducing the session jam Lo
some extent. In the meantime
the private technical universi
ties are diverting the good
students from the BUET to
theirs. The parents being frus
trated are also sending their
wards to foreign universities
and colleges, as and when they
lind it feasible

| would request Lhe gov
ernment and the university
authority to ponder over the
malticer serfously and arrange to
hold classes without killing
further time | would also e
quest the authority Lo chalk
oul academic plan in such a

way as the time already wasied
can be made good

Mahbubul Hague Chowdhury
Kalabaghan, [Dhaka
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