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Tamil leaders ready for talks |

COLOMBO, Feb 2: Shri
Lankan Tamil rebel leaders
have expressed willingness for

peace talks with the govern-

ment without precondition,
church sources said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

They said the rebel leaders
made the offer to a visiting
church peace mission led by
Roman Catholic Archbishop
Nicholas Marcus Fermando.

The delegation visited the
rebel-controlled Jaffna penin-
sula last week and met leaders
of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, who are fighting
for an independent state in the
north and east for their mi-
nority community.

The mission, which called
on Sunday for a ceasefire, held
talks with Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremasinghe on
Monday about the meeting
with the Tamil guerillas,

Wickremasinghe last month
asked the insurgents for fresh
talks to end the 10-year ctvil
war that has killed more than
30,000 people. But he wants
them to lay down their arms or
state their intention of doing

s0 as a condition for the talks.

The rebels had previously
rejected conditional discus-
sions and have not responded
to Wickremasinghe's invita-
tion. The two sides last met in
1990.

Monday's church-govern-
ment talks
plight of residents of the Jafina
Peninsula, 'who have lived for
years without electricity and
other essentials and suffer
constant bombing by the air
force seeking guerilla bases.

AFP adds: Shri Lankan
President Dingiri Banda
Wijetunga proposed eclecting
the country's next executive
head of state through a parlia-
mentary vote rather than a di-
rect nationwide election, a
press report said Wednesday.

Wijetunga told a public rally
in north-central Anuradhapura
region Tuesday that he
favoured a single poll for the
parliament which in turn could
elect a president, instead of
holding two mafor *elections,
the state-owned Daily News
said. :

“Whal we have proposed is

Birny

US-Japan ,?t exe

Japanese military

lztflse Feb 10: usana

orces will

gin a 24-day joint exercise

February 10, U S ﬂfﬁcia.ls announced Wednesday, AP reports

from Tokyo.

The exercise, called North Wind '04, ftatures the first

ever participation of a US

Army National Guard battalion, and

will be carried out at Camp Ashtkawa and Kamifurano, abanit

985 kilometers ( 595rmile3] north of Tokyo,

the officials said.

About 600 U.S personnel, most of them from the Oregon
National Guard, will train with somé 2,500 members of the
Japan Ground Self-Defence Force.

PAL ﬂlght attendants to strike: ri

attendants Philipp

ine Airlines have voted to strike for

better working f-nnditiuna and retirement arrangements,
union officials announced Wednesday, AP reports from Manila.
" The leaders of two other unions representing pilots and
ground stafl also pledged to support the flight attendants it"

they strike.
“The pilots will honour

picket lines,”

said Capt. Tr:ud{}rn

Fojas, president of the Airline Pilots Association (PAL) of the

Philippines.

Meet to elect new Malaysian King:

The hereditary rulers of nine Malaysian s

tes began a three-

day meeting in Kuala Lumpur Wednesday during which thcy
wﬂj elect one of their number to be the new national King, AP

reports from Kuala Lumpur.

Also elected to a five year terim will be a deputy king. It is
the only monarchy system of its sort in the world.

Government officials sa
there was no consensus t

voting would take place on Friday. If
would vote by secret ballot for

the new king, called Yang Di-Pertuan Agong, and deputy king,
calied Timbalan Yang Di-pertuan Agong

Usually the deputy is elected the new ki

ng. The current

deputy is the Ruler of Negri Sembilan state Tuanku Jaalar
Abdul Rahman, whose [ather Tuanku Abdul Rahman was the
first elccted national king when Malaysia got independence

from Britain in 1957.

L

Li opens N-plant Monday: chinesc

Premier

Peng is touring South China and will open a

controversial’ nuclear power station near Hong Kong next
week, a Betfing-run newspaper in Hong Kong said Wednesday,

AP reports from Hong Kong.

Li arrived last week in Guandong, the booming southern
province bordering the British colony on an inspection tour
before Lunar New Year celebrations begin February 10, Wen

Wei Po said.

It quoted unidentified sources as saying Li would officiate

at the official o

pening Monday of the Daya Bay plant, 30 miles
(50 Kms) north of Hong Kong.

Corell new UN Undersecy:  swedish
Foreign Ministry offictal, Hans Axel Valdemar Ceorell, was
appointed Tuesday as the new UN Undersecretary-General
for Legal Affairs, Reuter reports from UN.

Secretary- General Boutros Boutros-Ghall made the an-
nouncement at a news conference along with several other

tments to senior UN
Corell, a lega

positions.
| scholar and former judge,

is currently

Sweden's Undersecretary for Legal and Consular Affairs in the

Foreign Ministry. He

replaces Carl-August Fleischhauer of

Germany, who was elerted a judge at the world count

Russian criminals turn to bombs:

Russian criminals are increasingly turning to bombs and

s often stolen from the armed forces,
and murder, officials said Tuesday, AP «epe

to intimidate
rts from Moscow

Explosives killed B3 people last year and wounded 382 in
a total of 545 criminal attacks, Maj Gen Leonid Viyurin ol the

Interior Ministry
He said the ministry

told a news conference
has formed new units to fight

the

“explosives war,” the victims of which are mainly busincss
men and members of rival organised erime gangs

Am Vlolﬂt& I'[R n Haltl. Haiu's military

llﬂihiﬂiﬂﬁmtjﬂuﬂﬂlﬂrfwﬂtﬂ

political killings, bealings

and disappearances in their bid to hold on to power last year,

the State Department said Tuesday,

Washington.

Reuler reports from

“Most of the violence is directed al stopping a transition

o democracy,’
amund the world

Mexican rebels
agree to open
face-to-face talks

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS
CASAS, Mexico, Feb 2: Rebels
in southern Mexico have
agreed to open [ace-to-face
talks with the government on
ending their uprising, a rebel
statement said Tuesday, re-
ports AP

A communique from the
Zapalista National Liberation
Army said talks were {mmi-
nent. It said a basic agreement
had been worked out with the
government on holding the
lalks and only some details
remain to be worked out

It was the first concrete
word from the rebels they are
serious aboul negotiating an
end to the uprising that has
been stmmering since New

Years Day Previous rebel
statements were vague.

it said in jis annual report on human ~vhis

Armed cohﬂicts greatest cause of human rights abuses in '93

WASHINGTON, Feb 2
Armed conflicts in Europe
Africa and the Mideast were
the greatest cause of human
rights abuses in 1993, the
State Department said Tuesday
in its annual human rights re
port, reports AP

Sizing up the report during
an appearance before private
human rights groups, Ses
retary of State Warren
Christopher said. “The worid
falls far short of the ideals of
human freedom and dignity

The wvoluminous dorument
found both progress and
backsliding in rights protec
tion in the 193 countries and
territories which were scrutt
nised .

The report, which covers
events in 1993, found that
slavery still exists in some
countries and that women

also raised the -

to shorten the journey to the
presidency ... 1 think an execu-
tive pr{*ﬁident elected by par-
lilament is as good as a presi-
dent elected by the country as
one electorate,” Wijetunga
said.

Wijetunga, 71, became
president by accident rather
than ambition when his pred-
ecessor Ranasinghe Premadasa

was assassinated on May 1.

Parliament then appointed
Wijetunga, then Prime Min-
ister, as the new head of state
for the remaining 18 monihs
of Premadasa’s term that is
due to end in December.
Under the present French-
style executive ‘presidency,

Wijejunga, will have to face a -

nationwide election by
December while parlijamentary
elections are dur by February
next year.s

The president said there
was inherent danger in the
possibility of having a presi-
dent from one party ‘and a par-
liament from an opposing
party with the current dual
elections scheme.

Wijetunga's United National

e favour,”

_ss saying

without preconditions

Party (UNP), which has gov-
emed the country since 1977,
will make its recommenda-

tions to amend the constitu-

tions to a parliamentary com-
mittee headed by Prime
Minfster Ranil Wickremesi-
nghe, the president said.

Any amendment to the
constitution requires a two-
thirds majority or a nation-
wide referendum. ‘Wijetunga's
UNP currently does not enjoy a
two-thirds majority in parlia-
ment, with 125 seats in the
225-member assembly.

The president argm:d that
under the present system the
majority Sinhalese community’
was polarised, giving a decisive
vole to the minorities,

“The other deleterious fea-
ture is that each candidate
from he two main (majority)
parties vying for the presi-
dency would find it necessary
to woe the minorities, or the
parties representing the mi-
noritfes, for the marginal vote
that tilt the results in his
Wijetunga was quoted

Youth Gm;;e‘ss (1) Presiden Manider Singh Blt.a leans

on crutches as he tells reporters on Wednesday of a -
planned march to the border with Pakistan to protest its
aﬂeged quppnrt for Muslim rebels in Kashmir.

— AFP photo

Youth Congress' march towards
border with Pakistan tomorrow -

NEW DELHI, Feb 2: The
youth wing of India's ruling
party announced plans today to
march to the border' with
Pakistan to protest its alleged
support for Muslim rebels in
Kashmir, reports AFP.

Youth Congress (I} presi-
dent Maninder Singh Bitta said
50,000 party members would
march to the borders on
Friday, when a general strike
has been called in Pakistan in
solidarity with the Muslim
population in Kashmir,

The marchers will neither
cross the border nor will they
try to provoke Pakistani troops
deployed on the other side, he
told a news conference.

“But Pakistan should know

that our youth are ready to
fight for their country,” Bitta
said.

The party activists are
scheduled to march from the
Sikh holy eity of Amritsar in
Punjab state to the militarised

sector of Atari on the Pakistan
border, one of two land routes

open beiween the two coun-

ﬂeﬁittﬂ also said the march
would kick off a month-long
youth Congress campaign to
protest Pakistani backing for
the bioody Muslim secessionist
struggle in the northern state,
involving a month of anti-
Pakistan rallies and demon-
strations across |India's 25
states beginning Friday.

India accuses Pakistan of
training and arming Muslim
rebels battling the Indian se-
curity forces in Kashmir,
India's only Muslim-majority.

slate.

Islamabad denies the
charges but extends open
diplomatic support to the se-
cessjonist drive in Kashmir,
which. has left more tha:
8,000 people dead sinee 198¢

The two countries have
fought two of their three wars
over the disputed Himalayan
territory and have been trading
charpes this week at a UN-
sponsored human rights con-
ference tn Geneva,

Military tensions between
the two countries reached a

flashpoint two years ago when
thousands of Muulirml from the
Pakistani-administered portion,
of Kashmir iried to march on
the Indian zone of the divided
state.

"Our fight is to crush

Pakistan-inspired terrorism,
save India and defend

Kashmir,” said Bitta, Sikh who
had sunriwd several assassina-

tio

rhiglil'ﬁ pmplc including four
of Bitta's security men, were
killed in a car bomb explosion

outside his party headquarters
here on Sr:ptembtr 12,

Tht l&m milkﬁim Itantu

waging a decade-old separatist
campaign in his home state of

Pu]_'l_jab.

Ghali urges US, rich states not
to play role of policeman

UNITED NATIONS. Feb 2:
The United States and other
industrialised countries must
support the United Nations {f
they don't want to become
global policemen in regional
disputes, the Secretary Gen-
eral said Tuesday, reports AFP.

Secretary General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali made his com-
mentis to reporters in assess-
ing the body's persistent fi-
nancial crisis and the reluc-
tance of member nations to
contribute ground forces to ar-
eas in conflict.

it 1s in the interest of the
international community to
solve the crisis. Public opinién
in the US is not eager to play
the role of the policeman of

the world, so the UN is there
to do this job,” Boutros-Ghali
said,

Boutros-Ghali also warned
Washington that hesitating
over putting its forces into the
UN peacekeeping operations
will make other nations ask,
"Why must | send my kids to
be killed for a PKO ([Peace
Keeping Operation] in a very
difficult place?”

The Egyptian diplomat in
sisted the only way to ensure
global peace {8 for member na-
tions to bolster the United
Nations, which 1s increasingly
being called upon to settle re-
gional and ethnic disputes.

in the next years, we may

have more and more ethnic
wars and small confrontations,
and they can spread like a
discasc all over the .world,” he

said,

‘There is a consensus,” he
added, "that in spite of the dif-
ficulties and the contradic-
tions” the United Nations re-
mains the only forum that can
mect the challenges to come.

"We have tried to encourage
certain regional organisations
to replace or to Cooperate
with the United Nations,”
Boutros-Ghalf said, but the re-
sult. was that the member
states said: "No, we want the
United Nations
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Russian-President Boris Yeltsin receives flowers and a handmade Jostove tray
presents from his assistants in the Kremlin, Moscow on Tuesday.
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Chinese experts
in Delhi for
border talks

NEW DELHI, Feb 2. A
Chinese experts team comp-
rising diplomatic and military
personnel arrived here early
this moming for border talks
with India, reports Xinhua.

The Chinese delegation,
which’ is led by Deputy Dire-
ctor in the Asia Department of
the Foreign Ministry Fu
Xuezhang, will discuss further
confidence-building measures
with their Indian counte
led by Joint Secretary of
External Affairs Ministry Shiv
Shankar Menon. |

The creation of such an ex-
perts team by each side was
decided during Indian Prime
minister Narasi Rao's visit
to China in September last

year.

Clinton names
Patrick as chief
civil rights

enforcer
WASHINGTON, Feb 2:
President Clinton on Tuesday

wyer Deval
Patrick to be the nation's chief
civil rights enforcer, reports
AP, '

"He understands the law is
a tool to help real people with
real problems,”
an Oval Office announcement,
Nanked by Attorney General
Janet Reno and Vice President
Al Gore,

Saying the Justice Depar-
tment's civil rights division has
protected civil liberties for
‘tens of millons of Ameri-
cans,” Clinton said, "There is
still much more to be done. We
necd a strong and aggresstve
civil rights division and a
compassionate advocate for
freedom and faimess at the
helm of that division.”

particularly in South Asia, suf-
fer abuses on an appalling
scale

Hut of all the risks 1o fndi-
vidual rights, |t said, none
posed a greater threat than
armed conlhict

“In Bosnia. Sudan, Burundi,
Somalia, Angola |raq, Azer:
hatjan Georgla and eisewhere,
armed conflict led (o massive
numbers of civilian deaths,
refugee flows and human
rights abuses ~ according to

the report
It sadd [Bosntan Serb forces

persisted in their practxce of
ethnic cleansing 1ncluding
laying siege Lo cities, indis
fﬂﬁunau:!j shelling civiltan

inhabttants. raping and execut
ing non-oumbatar's and Inter
fering wilh humanitarian add
deltverics

This years reporl, In addi-

tion to the country-by country
ASSCSSMC NS, FIves special ol
tention to what 11 charar
ferises as ramparil diserimi
nation agdainst wormen

In many African countries
the practice of female genital
mutilation continued the
port sald “In Pakistan nany
women in police custody ard
subjected 1o sexual or physw al
violence

"On several continer s
women and girds are sold
prostitution: jn many [Hersiarn!
Gull countries,
vants from Southeast Asta an
forced 1o work excessively
long hours and are sometime s
physically and sexually abused
8 5) IiHFlH!qﬂdt"hh atid BT SN
dowry deaths continue

11 said slavery rontinses 1o
exist Mauritania and Sudan

TeErtes

dotiw sifo s

In terms of bilateral rela
itons, the mosl important of all
the couniry reporls was on
( hiria. Presudent Clinton has
said signtficant progress in the
protection ol human rights in
(. hina must be made by June if
C hina is to continue receiving
the low tanil rates enjoved by
most ather ecuniries Chita
has said that trade and rights
issues should not be inked

In general the report did
riot draw comparisons but lrag
and Ngrith Korca appeared 1o
be among the worst violators
I North Kojean "Onie
l_."! EP'H (1] A prl"h‘tl'bl’{' R R B |
triees of the world

i lrag A said
Plussein s regime
At

M €aaibeo

Sauddam
rofitinued s
fraran FAghts
IR malilary opeia
AgaIns! clvilians, ire lud
ing burrning and razing of vl

lapirart P el

g LTI 1 l.|j:
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lages, and forcing people to
abandon their homes particu
larly Shi'ite Arabs ltving in the
wetlands of southern lraq -

Some close US friends
came in for criticism as well

Echoing the 1992 report,
the study said that in the
Israeli-occupied territories,
there were credible reports
that Israe]l mistreated and in
some cases tortured Palestini
ans during arrest and
interrogation

It said the rights situation
in Egypt continued to delerio
rate a result of actions by [(er
rorist groups, the government
and nonviolent [slamic ac
visis.

in Mexico, which now has a
free trade agreement with the
United States and Canada,
there are extrajudictal killings
by pniit v 1l|l'ﬂH| ar

larture,
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Chnton said in ’

S

It Bosnian leaders want

concessmms

SARAJEVO, Feh 2: Bosnian
Muslim Jeaders. their position
bulsterﬁ.i by recent battlelield
successies, Tuesday told a
United Nations envoy they
would not sign peace without
toncessions from their ene

1 mies, reports AP,

The hitherto abortive
Bosnian peace talks in Geneva
are scheduled to resume
February 10, but reporis of re-
cent major troop movements
and a general Bosnian Serh
call-up have dimmed hopes for
progress in the talks.

On Monday, Bosnian Serbs
announced a new call-up to

prepare for more fighting, re-

flecting their failure to force
Bosnia's Muslim-led govern-

ment to aecept defeat after 21

months of war that-has killed

.more than 200.000 people.

- While the extent ol mohili-

sation could not be deter-
mined, it seemed to stemn from
the stubborn resistance ol In-

k creasingly aggressive Bosnian

government troops and fears
 the West might intervene on

I behalf of the Muslims.

NATO has renewed thrcats

- io use air strikes against the,

Serhs, although it has failed to

follow through in the pa.ut

. While the extent of mobili-
sation could not be deter-
nifned, it seemed to stem from
fhe stubborn resistance of in-
creasingly  aggressive Bosnlan
sovernment troops and fears
lhe: Wesl might intervene on
Iehall of the Muslims.

Bosnian ° Serb leader!
Radovan Karadzic accused for-
eign countries Tuesday ‘of

. permitting Muslims to fight to

victory. adding, "they will have
to give us the same right."

In Sarajevo, Bosnian
President Alija Izetbegovic
said. "we "are not Tor peace at
any price, but ... for a just
peace. and we hawe not been
offered a just peace.” He spoke
after a meeting with Yasushi
Akashi, the head of the UN
mission in former Yugoslavia.

'if a just peace is not of-
fered ... we will not any
papers....," Izetbegovic added.
The Sarajevn government in- .
sists on more territory to link
up isolated Muslim enclaves
and acquire access to the Sava

- river and Adriatic sea.

¥

That would require Bosnian
Serbs and Croats to make

térritorial concessions.

Off the Record

Copycat of Lorena Bobbit case

ANKARA: Turkish police said on Tuesday they had caught,
ther freed. a woman who cut of her lover's penis in an
apparent copygcal ol a U.S case in which a court*acquitted a
woman of malicious wounding for Lthe same act.

" We tracked her down in a shanty house in Ankara on

Tuesday night.”
told Reuters.

a poliee officer, who declined to be named,

“But we let her free as the victim is not pressing charges

— [ personally think she was right to do what she did.”

HH id.

he

o The officer said the woman severed the penis on January

' 23 of Carpark attendant,

Abdullah Kavak, her lover of two

years. She said he regularly forced her to have ‘divergent” six.
She got him drunk on four bottles of wine, tied him up
with a pair of tights and a scart, and lopped it off with a bread

knife,”” he said.
hospital.”

"She ran away. and he was stitched up in

He said Konak was nol pressing char,c.{f'fs

" The officer said police were still searching in the aegean
town of Denizli for three of live men who severed the penis of
another man. The olficer said they attacked shopkeeper Yasar
Cevik as they f}}JpG‘:t‘d him marr ying his girlfriend. a r:tal‘.iﬂn

of the five.

“Unfortunately his could not be lound.” he said.
"Two weeks ago a U} S court, on the gromnd of temporary
insanity. acquitted Ecuadoran-born manicurist Lorena Bobbit
after she cut off her husband's penis in a case that cap{urﬂi
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fbr Sophm Iomn

Italian actress

Sﬁphlﬂ Lm'en El !nta. next to har star on tht

Hollywood Walk of Fame on Tnasday as an honour for her

film career.

HERLIN, Feb 2:

—hFPphm

Halian sc rt‘t'n star Sophia Loren will be

honoured for her life's work with the highest award of the

Berlin tilt festival when
February 10, reports Reuler.

L hee

44th - ‘Herlinale”™ opens on

Festival head Mrotz de Hadeln saidd on Tuesday that Loren
would be awarded an honourary golden bear during the 11--

day festival.

which will leature 30 movies vying far the real

golden bear for best [ilin, nd scores of others in parallel
showings.

Laren, B0, this vear. has starred in more than 50 films
made in Maly the Uinited States, France, Canada and Britain,

Her most famous lbas include the award-winning La
Clociara {(two women) ip 1961 direered by ltalian Vitlorio
de Sicas, and “The Millloinures (1961), where she slarred
with the late Peter Sellers

Aboul two thireds ol the comapetition tilms at Berlin this
vear dre European S catiees include “Philadelphia™ from
tirector Jontatbieny Dieune dred starring Pom Hanks _

Five: il Forme Lee st swinehcdells the lictional tale of a
pav lawver who sies Liis tarnes employers lor linmg him
becatise he has AIDS i< The tirst production rom a major
Hollvwood stisdier toy Jog s of the Latal didease,

Four competition lithns o comme brom FEast Europe or Russia
and two ench trowg East Ase ol Ladi Anernica

rests and tllegal child labour
despite government efforts to
punish wvialators, the report
said

On the plus side, South
Africa underwent sweeping
political change with ground-
work laid for this years elec
tions, the first open to blacks
as wll as white citizens

Successful elections were
held in Cambodia, ending 13
years ol warfare Grassrools
human rights movements grew

around the world, the report
notedd

Hussia continued ils move
toward demwocracy, it said, de

spite scthacks in civil and po
litical rights during the preai
dential state of emergency in
the Ok tober power struggle be
tween the Parliament and
President oris Yeltsin

275 Chinese
police officers
killed in ‘93

HELWIING, Feb 2: Some 275
Chinese police officers were
killed on duty in 1993 and
more than 8,120 were injured,
an official newspaper reported
Wednesday in the Ee:-lt sign of
a worsening crime problem,
reports AP

Police are at increasing risk
because more and more crimi-
nals are carrying weapons, the
China Daily said Crimes involv-
ing weapons were up 52.8 per
cent in 1993's first 11 months
compared to January-Nove-
mber 1992, the paper said,
without giving an actual figure.

The paper said the police
deaths and injuries were dis:
closed Tuesday by Public
Sceurity Minister Tao Stju at
an award ceremony for out-

| slanding police officers



