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Khaleda greets
new Libyan PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday felici
tated Abdul Majid al-Qoud. on
his appointment as the Prime
Minister of Libya. In a message,
the Prime Ministetr expressed
her confidence that under Al
Qoud's leadership the bilateral
relations existing between the
two fraternal countries would
be [urlhfr urengthrnrd re

poris BSS

JCD Khulna Unit
President expelled

An emergency meeting of
the Bangladesh Jatiyvatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) held here
yesterday expelled Khulna dis
trict JCD President Chanchal
Mahmud from the organisation

for his antl organisational
activities and working against
its interest. The meeting

presided over by JCD presi-
dent Fazlul Huq Milon also

cancelled Chanchal Mahmud s

primary membership reports
BSS

Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ. Feb 2. Five
people were injured in a vio-
lent storm that laghed villages
of three thanas in the district
early today. witnesses said
The storm with a velocity
ranging from 40 to 50 km per
hour damaged more than a
hundred thatched houses and
standing boro crops in Ka-
dpur. Ullapara and Shahjadpur
thanas reports UNB

Cold wave claims
four in Pabna

PABNA. Feb 2. Cold wave

claimed four Hves including:

two babies in Sadar thana here
during the last 24 hours. unof
ficial sources said. The dead
were identified as Mahela Bibi.
62. of Chamarpur village Tola
2, of Pargobindapur village.
Bipul, 1. of Mahmudpur and
Yoffazal Bepari. 70 of Sar-
dirajpur village

F
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The Chief Metropolitan Ma-
gistrate, Dhaka.

| property of 16 absconding
persons accused of killing six
people in a post-polls violence
at Lalbagh in the city on
Monday.

The absconders include
Alhaj Abdul Aziz, the main ac-
cused. Police yesterday sealed
off the border and Zia
international Airport (ZIA] o

revent Abdul Aziz and others
g'um leaving the country. ac-
cording to a Detective Branch
SOUrce. .

Meanwhile, a procession
was brought out in the city yes-
terday to mourn the deaths of
the six persons.

1 '-_h_/[_ouminwcession in c_ffy for Lalbagh dead

yesierday
erdered the confiscation of the.

The processionists. wearing

CMM orders confiscation of |
16 accused's property

By Staff Correspondent’

black badges, paraded the city
sireets beginning from the
Awami lLrague eentral oflice at
Bangabandhu Avenue. The
mourning procession passed
through Topkhana Road and
the Dhaka University area and
dispersed at the Central

Shaheed Minar. ) :
in 28

Repolling
centres Feb 9

Repolling in 28 centres of
the Dhaka City Corporation will
be held on February 9.
Election Commission an-
nounced last night, reports
UNB.

The voting will take place at
the same places from 7 am to

Sev Page 12 Col 6

Those who continue 1o say
inspite of f‘rpca!r*ri evidence 1o
the contrary, that because ma
jority of our people are illiter
ate. they cannol be - trusted Lo
vote wisely fn elections should
once again, eat Lheir words
This time. hopefully forever
For omnce again., given the
chance to vole in a free and
fair election. our electorate has
voted most wisely

| think the election result is
good for the Awami League
{obviously).. it is good lor the
BNP (not so obviously]. and i
is good for democracy. and
hence for the country

| start with the lasl pointl.
first. The election result is
good for democracy because it
establishes the fact that ele
tion is a viable and elfective
method of changing leader
ship. Example of a popularly
elected ruling parly, experi

Intermittent rain continued
for the second consecutive day
vesterday in most parts of the
coyntry including the capital
intensifying the winter chill
and increasing possibilities of a
moderate (o severe cold wave
in the country during the nexi
couple of weeks

The day-long winter drizzle
crippled the city life vesterday
While the sky was clouded
preventing the sun from Reep
ing the citizens warm. Lhe
poor and the floating people in
roadside slums sullered the
most throughout the day yes
terday
Business in the r:a;:uu, WS

Polls verdict of far-reaching
consequences ‘

by Mahfuz Anam

encing such a frontal defeat,
does wonders. in terms of
confidence building. in peo
ple's minds that the vote is
truly an effective weapon for
cutting political parties and its
leaders down to size

This election has also
strengthened the multi-party
structure of our democracy
which by virtue of Lthe relative
strength of the BNP. AL Jaliya

Party and Jamaail makes our
sysiemn perhaps among the
better ones in the developing
countries. A victory for the rul
ing party, by reinforcing nag
ging suspicions about lairness.
would not have strengthened
the faith in the systemni. as this
result has done

Finally the Election
Commission's capacity and
credibility to deliver on ths
promise of holding [ree and
fair elections. - (with some

Cold wave to sweep country

By Staff Correspondent

dull while the city lratlic was
thin for the best part of the
day

The temperature of the city
yesterday oscillated hetween

172 degrees Celsius agd 17 8

fegrees as a result of the
chilling rain
According to the Met

Office. a moderate cold wave is
likely to sweep over the coun-
try during the next 72 hours
and a moderate to severe coid
wave during the lollowing
weeks of the month in the di
vissonis of Rajshah! Dhaka and
Khulna and the regions of
Sylhet and Comilla

The weather forecast for

Central leaders of the
Awami League, including Abdus
Samad Azad. Zillur Bahman
Abdul Mannan, Tofae] Ahmed
and Amir Hussain Amu led the
procession.

Addressing the mourners at
the Shaheed Minar, Lthe acting
president of the Awami League
Abdul Mannan the urged the
Reople to face the post-elec-
tion situation with patience
and courage.

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina is now on a visit Lo the
us. _

At the end of the rally,
Deputy Leader of Lhe Oppo-
sition in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad led a munajat
seeking divine blessings for

See Page 12 Col 3

flaws, no doubt). stands largely
vindicated. This. in 1tlurn,
should take away much of the
force from the demand lor a
caretaker government Lo en
sure a fair and free general
election, scheduled f[or early
The election result is good

for the BNP because. Lhe parly
needed this rude awakening to
come face-to-face with the fact
that something rotten had set
in, and that the sycophants
who were censoring informa
tion 1o the Prime Minister,
had succeeded in putting her
in a make-belief cocoon. In
fact, this BNF defeat could be
compared to a mild heart at-
tack. which results in the nec
essary precautions to avert the
[atal one. But, this will only
happen (I the BNP delves deep
into itself antd finds out the

See Page 12 Col |

the next 24 hours commenc
ing 6 am today (Thursday)
says. the night temperature is
likely to fall by one to two de-
grees Celsius over the country

Light rain or thunder
shower is also likely to occur
loday over Dhaka Rajshahi,
Khulna and Barisal divisions
and the regions ol Comilla and -
Sylhet during this period. The
weather may remain dry with
partly cloudy sky elsewhere in
Bangladesh.

According (o the Met
Office. the following cities and
towns experienced rainfall yes
terday: Barisal 12 mm, Bhola

See Page 12 Col 4

IN THE RIGHT SPIRIT: Defeated DCC mayoral candldate Mm Abbas(R) and mayar-elect Mnhammad HamﬂL} ﬂffermg
| each other sweets when the former called on the latter at his Nazira Bazar residence yesterda}r The visit was later
reciprocated in the evening the same day.

— Star photo

A healthy

gesture

By Staff Correspondent

In a happy instance ol
democratic etiquette, defeated
mayoral candidate Mirza Abbas
and the mayor-elect Moha-

wmmad Hanif visited each

other's residences in the capi-
tal yesterday to exchange
greetings.

Awami League IElﬂEI" Hanif
warmly embraced his BNP rival
in Sunday's Dhaka City
Corporation mayoral election
Abbas soon after the latter's
arrival at his Nazira Bazar resi-
dence at about 11 in the morn-
ing.

Abbas, accnmpaniﬂ:l by his

wife Ferdousi Abbas, garlanded’

Hanif amid cheers and ap-
plause by the supporters of
both the leaders on the road
adjacent to Hanif's house. Then
they entered the house hug-
ging each other.

During their hour-long talks
there, Hanif and Abbas treated
each other with sweetmeats to

See Page 12 Col 3
Annual meet of
UN-JCGP in
Dhaka Feb 5-8

By Staff Correspondent

The United Nations Joint
Consultative Group on Policies
(UN-JCGP) will hold the an-
nual meeting of heads of its
organisations in Dhaka
February 5 to B,

Never before has the UN-
JCGP held such an important
meeting outside its headquar-
ters, New York and Rome.

The four-day high-level
conference will be atlended by
UNDP Admipistrator James
Gustave Speth., UNICEF
Executive Director James P
Grant, UNFPA Executive
Director Dr Nafis Sadik, WFP
Executive Director Catherine
Bertini, IFAD President Fawzi
H Al-Sultan and United
Nations Director Miles Stoby
representing all members of
the JCGP.

At a press briefilng in the
city yesterday UN  Resident
Representative Eimi Watanabe
said. the choice of Bangladesh

See Page 12 Col 7

SAARC chamber
opens Feb 7

By Staff Correspondent

The SAAR(C. Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, an

» association of the apex cham-

bers of the seven SAARC coun
tries, will be Inaugurated in
Dhaka on February 7

Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia will inaugurate the

SAARC Chamber as chief guesi

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman, SAARC
Secretary General Yadav gant
Silwal and President of the
SAARC Chamber SM Inam will
also be present on the occa
SO »

About 50 delegates [rom
severnt SAARC countries are ex
pected to attend the inaugural
function to be hosted by the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commeree and
Industry (FBCCI)

CHITTAGONG, Feb 2: Rﬂpa‘
triation of Chakma refugees
from India will begin on
February 15. according to a
decision finalised today by
Indian and Bangladesh -offi-
cials, reports UNB.

The first batch of 2,000
refugees will return home
from camps in Tripura through
Ramgarh and Matiranga bor-
ders in Khagrachhari district
by February 22.

‘Official sources said the de-
cision was finalised at a joint
meeting - of officials of
Bangladesh and India at the
Ramgarh Government Rest
House in Khagrachhm-l

In the two-and-a-half-hqur
meeting, the Indiap officials

Kashmiris call
strike Saturday

SRINAGAR (India). Feb 2:
Four Indian paramilitary troops
were among 15 people killed
in overnight ' violence in
Kashmir where Muslim lead-
ers called: for a shutdown on
Saturday' to coincide with a
general strike in Pakistan, re- -
ports AFP.
~ Four paramilitary trunpu,

- seven Muslim rebels and four
civilans died in separate gun-
battles across the disputed
Himalayan state since Tuesday,
an official spokesman said to-
day in this Kashmir summer

|Cﬂ.|','ﬂtﬂ.l.
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' First batch of Chakmas
return home by Feb 22

hﬂndtd over a list of 2.000
refugees who will be repatri-
ated in the first batch.
Bangladesh side was led by
Deputy Commissioner of
Khagrachhari Yar Mohammad.
SP Abul Hashem, BDR 18
Battalion Commander Major
Omar Faruq, TNOs of Ramgarh,
Matiranga and Panchhari
Saidul Huq, Anwar Hossain and
Mohammad Shahabuddin re-
spectively were in the team.

The Indian side was led by
South Tripura's District
Magistrate Chandra Sekhar

Chatterjee. SDO of Shabrum
and Omarpur Sukuram Dev
Barma and SK Rakeah were
with him. -

The meeting decided that
the refugees would be received
at the old SDO Bunglow of

- Ramgarh "and Tabalchhari in

Matiranga thana.

The much- delayed repatri-
ation - is going to take off
following hectic groundwork

done by a commitiee of par- -

liamentarians who brokered
peate with reptesentatives of
the outlawed Shantibahini in

the troubled Chittagong Hill
. Tracts: '

Earlier, the repatriation was
scheduled to begin on June 8
last year but failed to get un-

derway as'a Refugee Welfare -

Association based in the
Tripura camps vowed to stall it
until their 13-point demands
were met.
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| The

leadership of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) came in for severe criti-
cism at a post-polls review

meeting of the party s leading
workers of the Dhaka city held
yesterday.

Faced with strong censure
for his 'negative role during
the campaign for a commis-
sioner candidate of the party
in Sunday's Dhaka City
Correspondent (DCC)] elec-
tions, a ruling party MP left
the meeting. A demand for the
resignation of two cabinet min-
isters was also voiced by some
speakers.

r

committee for the DCC polls,

was attended by MPs ol Dhaka .

Saifur, Matin's ouster demanded

BNP leaders get
flak for debacle

By Special Correapondent

The meeting. summoned by °
i the BNFP's election conducting
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city. Besides the presidents,
general secretaries and organ-
ising sécretaries of the BNP's
thana and ward committees,
office-bearers of all front or-
ganisations of the party in the
city and the commissioner
candidates themselves also at-
tended.

The soul-searching discus-
sions, chaired by BNF's city
president Mir Shawkat Ali,
were aimed at finding the
causes of the dramatic defeat
of the ruling party in the
Corporation polls. The meet-

ing, attended by about 400

partymen, began at about 11
am at the party's Naya Paltan
central office but was later
shifted to the Prime Ministers

See Page 12 Col 7
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Bena.ur Bhuttu _
. Turkish PM Tansu Ciller -
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Benazir, Ciller

visit Sarajevo
- SARAJEVO, Feb 2: The
prime ministers of Pakistan
and Turkey, Benazir Bhuttd
and Pansu Ciller, visited be-
sieged Sarajevo today to prod
the world's conscience about
the killing of civilians in

Bosnia, reports Reuter. ;

"We appeal to the world
community to hlt the destrue-
tion of Bosnia- Herzegovina,"
the two women said in a joint
statement.

"Rarely in the annals of hu-
man history has a nation been
subjected to such merciless
savagery in the full view of the
world. " -

The statement added "It is
shocking that this appalling
human tragedy is being en-
acted in the heart of a conti-
nent which prides itself on its
commitment to human rights
and respect for human dignity.

Ghali against
lifting arms
ban on Bosnia

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 2:

Breaking ranks with the Uni-
.ted States, the UN
General said Tuesday he hdi&-
ves lifting an arms . embargo
against Bosnia's Muslims would
only escalate the war, reports
AP.
" "This can be dangerous be-,
cause it will provide more
arms in the region and opei..
(the way). to more war in the
region.” Boutros Boutros-Ghali
told a news conference.

“‘The United States, with
support from Muslim coun-
 tries, failed last summer to get
the UN Security Council to lift
the embargo. The idea was that
Muslims would be able to de-
ferid themselves better against
attacks by Serb and Croat
forces in Bosnia-H na.

European nations with
thousands of peaecekeepers in
former Yugoslavia opposed the
move, saying their troops
would be endangered and hu-

manitarian deliveries wuuld be
I jcﬂpardizcd
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Credlt Guarantee Scheme

FOR NEW ENTREPRENEURS OF SMALL INDUSTRIES

Credit programme for the new antrapranaurs of small industries

has been started with effect from

1st December '93 under the

Credit Guarantee Scheme of Bangladesh Bank.

Salient features of the Scheme are as follows -

1)

Only new investors /entrepreneurs will be considered under

provide guarantee for double the

amount of capital invested by the entrepreneur (maximum 25

this Scheme,
2) Bangladesh Bank will
lacs taka).
3) This bank \;rill provide credit

-

equivalent to the amount

invested by the entrepreneur without any collateral secunty.

Interested entrepreneurs are requested to contact branches of
BASIC for the loan facilities under the above Scheme.

Bank of Small Industries & Commerce
Bangladesh Ltd.




