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3 UP chairmen
removed on
difterent
charges
GAIBANDHA. Feb |. Three
Union Parishad Chairmen ol
the district have been removed
from their post op different
charges, Distriet Anti-
Corruption source said. re-

ports UNB.

Chairmen Mozammel Haque
of Ballamjhar union parishad
and Anisur Rahman of Gidart
union parishad under sadar
thana were removed on
charges of misappropriation of
govermment money sanctioned
for purch fertilizer.

Abdul .Kafi, Chairman of
Monoharpur union parishad
under Palashbari thana has

been removed for his involve-
ment in a murder case.

Notes from
Kishoreganj

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 1: The
dacoits looted gold ornaments,
other valuables and injured
seven persons at batrish, most
densely populated areas of
Kishoreganj poura town re-

According to reports, the
dacoits numbering about 12
and armed with weapon en-
tered the house of Babul
Raxmit by breaking open the
door at dead of night and
looted ornaments, wrist-watch
and other valuables at daggers
poiot. ‘

The . after heav-
ing hue and cry rushed to the
spot and tried to resist the da-
coits. The dacoits indiserimi-
nately stabbed the people and
hit them with iron rods leaving
seven persons injured. Of the
injured persons Rabi Datta was
later sent to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition while Nayan,
Chayan, Alok and Mostafa
Kamal were admitted into
Kishoregan| Sadar Hospital.

Two others were released after

first-aid.

Eye camp

A 10-day long eye camp was
inaugurated at the Bhairab M P
Girls' High School by M A
Hannan, TNO Bhairab recently.

On the opening day 2000
eye patients from Narsingdi,
Brahmanbaria and Kishoregani
districts enlisted their names
for treatment. The specialists
of Mymensingh unit of the
National Blind Welfare Samity
volunteer their service and the
eye camps.

This is the 18th eye camp
being held under the sponsor-

r'ship of the Bhairab Blind

Wellare Committee
contribution.

Dacoit held

Zahor Al (34) an alleged pi-
rate was nabbed recently by
the Bhairab police from
Mendipur village of Aganagore
urdon.

He was involved in a num-
ber of river dacoities in Bhai-
rab, Kuliarchar and Austagram
thanas and has been absco-
nding.

Tk 10 lakh goods
gutted

Three jute godowns and
one oil mill were burnt to
uhm following a devastating

fire that broke out ru:-mtljr at
Belabo Bazar.

The damage was estimated
lo be over Taka 10 lakh.

The [fire brigade f[rom
Narsingdi rushed to the spot
and managed 1o extinguish the
fire after an efforts of two
hours.

The cause of the fire could
not be ascertained immedi-

atety
4 students get
stipend
The Karpur Nessa Founda-
tion of Bhairab riverpert town
awarded stipends te four
students of Haji Asmat College
and Bhairab Rafiqul Islam Girls
for the academic year

‘?G-B-l on the basis of mer-

The recipients of the
stipends are Dilruba Afroz. Haji
Asmat College Taka 3000,
Rahima Akhtar, Haji Asmat
College Taka 2400 Sohrab
Ahmed Chowdhury, Haji Asmat
College. Taka 1200, and
Hasina Begum. Rafiqul Islam
Girl's Colidge Taka 1200.

The stipend money was dis-
tributed by ex-commander A
Rouf. President Karpur Nessa
Foundation at a simple func-

tien which was atiended by the
teachers. guardians and stu
dents.

One killed in

road mishap

One Jamal Udding (30) of
village Lakshimpur under
Kuliarchar thana of the district
was' crushed to death under
the wheels of a passenger bus
(Dhaka Metra-Ja 5192) at
Shambupur railgate of Bhairab
on 17 last.

Police and witnesses said
the bus was bound for Dhaka
from Bhagalpur under Bajitpur
thana. The accident occurred
when he was getting down
from the bus

Police seized the bus bul
the driver and conductor
escaped from the place.

A case was registered with

Bhairab Police Station in this
connectiion

on local
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PI'EHEWItmﬂ of food: .A woman beggar is8 denjﬂng up breads which she collected on the occasion of Shab-e Earat for taking

thuu latar

— Star phut.u
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Sharp rise in
prices of
paddy; rice

JAMALPUR, Feb 1: Prices of
paddy and rice have increased

. sharply for the past one week

due to low production of the
crop in the district during the
current season, reports UNB.
According to local rice
traders, shortage of paddy
production in the district in
the current season is the main

reason behind the pmumt cri-
_ sis.

Agriculture Extension Dep-
artment here also hold similar
opinion and informed that only
1.5 lakh acres of land could be
brought under cultivation
instead of the targeted 2.5
lakh acres during the current
season. Many farmers could

‘not cultivate paddy due to

pricé hike of inputs including
seeds and fcrtilis::ts '

tuaaurvrjrlntlu

local markets, the prices of

goarse and paijam rice vari-
per kilogram have in-
creased by Taka 2.00 and 2.50
respectively between January
20 and 28

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 1: A total
of 331 transformers of Siraj-
ganj Palli Bidyul 5amity-1
(Ullapara) was stolen during
last five years causing irregu-
larity in power supply.

Of the total, 47 transform-
ers were stolen in 1993.

It is gathered that due to

ve theft of transformers,

er supply-in Shahzadpur,
para, Raiganj, Tarash and
Belkuchi thana area under Palli

mt Samity (PBS) is dis-

Theft of transfermers in
remote village areas of the
aforesaid thanas could not be
resisted. A source of Sirajganj
PBS informed this correspon-
dent that 85 transformers of
5-KVA, 216 of 10 KVA, 27 of
15 KVA and three transform-
ers of 25-KVA have been
stolen.

Such massive thefts have
caused inconvenience in
smooth supply of power in re-
mote village areas. The PBS
lodged cases with the con-
cerned police stations but the
police failed to detect or re-
cover any transformer as yet.

The consumers of the theft-

- affected areas have urged the
, authorities of instal new trans-

formers to ensure irrigation in
the ensuing IRRI season,
Anaother report says:
Historic 'Salanga Day' was ob-
served in Sirajganj.
The day bears the memory
of glorious participation of

Sirajganj people against British

‘rule under the leadership of

331 transformers stolen

Frnm Our Correspondent

El-year old Congress leader
Abdur Rashid (later known as
Moulana Abdur Rashid
Tarkabagish] of Raiganj thana.

It is gathered that Abdur
Rashid, a young leader of the
then Indian Congress, was ar-
rested by the British govern-
ment for taking part in inde-
pendence movement. On
January 27, 1922, -thousands of
people brought out a proces-
sion protesting the arrest of
Abdur Rashid which was re-
sisted by the British police.
Abgut 4 500 processionists
were either injured or killed
by lathicharge and firing of po-
lice,

To recall the memory of the
glorious day, Tarkabagish
Smriti Sangsad arranged a dis-
cussion meeting at Begam
Tarkabagish College of
Dhangara. Besides, Awami
League, BNP and other socio-
cultural organisations also held
meetings at the district head-
quarters to mark ‘the day.

One held with

: revolver

One Abdul Mannan (34].
son of late Monser Ali of village
Char Tengrail in Kamarkhanda
thana was caught red-handed
with one country-made re-
volver and a bullet of 303 rifle
by the villagers.

The notorious terrorist
while attempted on life of a vil-
lager was caught by the neigh-
bouring people and was
handed over to Kamarkhanda
police.

A case has been lodged un-
der arms act in this connec-
tion.

Four die of
diarrhoea -

Four persons of one family

of village Deshigram in Tarash
thana died of diarrhoea within
a couple of days.

The vietims are: Parash
Mollah (39), Dukhuni Begum
(32), Arathi Kbhatun (21) and
Tufan Ali (15).

Diarrhoea in Tarash thana

has taken a serious turn. Sgven
medical teams are working in
the affected villages round-the-
chick. reports district civil
surgeon's office source.

Salma Khatun (10), daugh-
ter of Salam Hossain of village
Moupur in Belkuchi thana lost
both of her hands when a
cocktail blasted in her hands.

The victim found the bomb

in a packet. Taking it for a
playing equipment she
pressed it. The cocktail

blastedd and both her hands
were lost. She is undergoing
treatment at sadar hospital.

New club floated

A new sporting and cultural
club, "King Joy Club” has been
floated at Belkuchi
headquarters recently.

A meeting with Shaheen
Haf in the chair was held
where a 31-member commit-
lee of the club was fermed. Abu
Hena has been elected presi-
dent and Rahim Newaz secre-

tary.

Two to suffer life-term
~for murder,rape

From Qur Cumnpondunt

SYLHET. Feb.l
tional District and Sessions
Judge, First Court, Sylhet while
passing his judgement in a sen-
sational murder ¢ase found one
person guilty and sentenced
him to suffer life-term impris-
onment. The judge -acquitted
eight other accused persons of
the charge 'brought against
them in the same case.

The prosecution story in
briefl is that one Khaled Khan of
Majortilla of Sylhet Sadar thana

was killed in an election vio-.

lerice in the year 1988. A case

- was registered with the Kotwali

thana against Akhon Mian and
eight other accused persons.
The police after holding investi-
gations. submitted chargesheet
against the accused persons.

The court after examining all
the records and witnesses,
found the principal accused
Akhon Miah guilty and passed
the aforesaid judgement.

The APP Noman Mahumud

thana |

District town in pitiable condition

Most people poor in Madaripur

Poverty has its own pensive
look. In Madaripur. the look

can be observed at every ero-
sion-hit area of the district,
through every dimly-lit street
of the town and the sad faces
of the people.

Ebad Ali (65) of Madaripur
lown expresses his frustration
after pulling rickshaw for 40
years. Now he is short of hear-
ing and eye-sight. His malnour-
ished figure bends éike a
tensed bow as he siruggles
hard to keep the paddies niov-

ing ahead.
Ebad Ali is one ol many
rickshaw pullers who have

thronged to Madaripur town
alter they became landless by
the erosion of rivers.

Like others, Ebad Ali's [am-
ily. which lost all its agricul-
tural lands in less than two
weeks by the erosion of river
Arialkha. came to the town
from Badshanagar village of
sadar thana

Father of four sons and
three daughters. Ali earns
Taka 40 to 60 a day from his
services. Out of his total in-
come. he has o pay Taka 20 to
the owner of the rickshaw

“The money is not enough
o meet the need of my family
but what can | do at tins age.
he says. Ali's eldest son is now
matuwre enough to earn but he
has got his own family

The rickshaw puller says
that agricultural land was
sciarce in the 1146 square-

By Masud Hasan Khan
back from Madaripur

kilometre district. There is no
work in the villages. In towmn.
competition is stil

The total arable land in
Madaripur district is estimated
at 2,155,215 acres. A good part
of the land remains under the
Padma. Arialkha and Kumar.

District administration offi-
cials identify river erosion.
lack of education and commu-
nication problem as the main
reasons for poverty in the dis-
trict. ;

Omne lourth of the nine lakh
and 45 thousand people of the
district is unemployed. ac-
cordimg o the avaflable statis
tics Of the total only 12.000
people or |5 per cent own
agricultural land.

Some palitical leaders and
activists told this correspon
dent that the district is de
prived of the development
programmes as they voted for
the opposition.

The C category towrr, Mad-
aripur has now four thanas
There were ten thanas in the
district Four thanas were sev
ered and merged with the
neighbouning district

The literacy rate in the dis-
trict is 22 per cent. The num
ber of primary school students

rl!'iUﬂ Warle.

Parents are Lo bring Lheir
children to work as they are

unable -extend education facili:
ties (o them.

Madaripur town is the lone
municipal area in the district
The people have been press
hard to declare Shilx har thana
as a municipal town.

Deputy Commissioner of
Madaripur, Abdus Sattar Miah
told The Daily Star that con-
struction of Madaripur-Shib-
chgr road was urgently needed.
The 102-kilometer metalled
road was not enough.

“The rivers and the canals
need re-excavation to remove
heavy siltation.” he said.

Madaripur was once a fa-
mous jute trading centre, With
the decline in output of the
‘golden” fibre, trading dwin-
dled. There is no heavy mills
or lactories.

The lone Howlader Jute
Mills has partially resumed its
operation a few days back after
a closure for some tinie and
the Madaripur Textile Mills
still remains shut down

The BSEIC industrial estale
just outside the town has only
five biscuit ar"‘u:l chanachur fac
lories

0 one compares Madaripur
towny wilh other ones, it ap
pears as a big village or a ganj
ltrading centre}.” a resident
commented

People of Madaripur expec!
that the government should
immediately take up develop
ment programmes lor the dis-
Irict o be continued]

+ The  Addi- .

conducted the case.

Amrother report says: The
Additional District and Sessions
Judge and Special Tribunal,

Sunamganj while passing his
judgement found one person

‘guilty on charge of violating a
1 and sentenced him to

‘mindy gir
suffer life-term imprisonment.
on January 22 last.

The prosecution story in

; bnti s that, the accused Abdul

Karim took Parvin Akhtar, the
minor daughter of one Abdus
Shahid of village Andabad un-
der Sunamganj sadar thana on
April 24 of 1991 to a paddy field
. He violated her there.

~ The father of the victim reg-
istered a case in this connection
with the Sunamganj police.
After holding investigations, po-
lice submitted chargesheet
against the accused. -

'The court after all

the records and witnesses of the

case passed the aforesaid
judgement in absentia.

 BRAHMANBARIA: The sadar police seized 610 pieces of
Indian sarees from a boat in the river Teesta recently.
— Star photo

Drug addiction killed

11 in Sirajganj

SIRAJGAN.], Feb 1. Al least
11 people died due to drug
addiction in the district last
year, unofficial sources said
here on Monday, reports UNB.

According to the local peo-
ple. heroin and ganja are being
smuggled Into the district
through the border areas and
many youths are being ad-
dicted 1o il causing concern
among the guardians.

According to a survey re-
port, about 25 000 people are
addicted in all the nine thanas
of the district.

Ganja is also being cultl-
vated in remote char areas of
five thanas of the district dur-
ing the dryv season. the report
revealed. :

The sources said many poor
farmers have cultivated ganja

this year in Kazipur, Sadar,

Belkuchi. Chowhali and Shah-

zadpur thanas violating the
t ban.

However, many f{armers in
remote villages are also culti-
vating ganja on their courtyard
as it looks like flower plants
and thus can easily deceive the
law enforcing men. The ganja
plants are being cultivated in
the areas since the last five
years, the report added.

it may be mentioned that
ganja cultivation is more prof-
itable since it needs little care

to grow. Each plant produces 2

to 3 kgs of ganja and per kg is
being sold at Tk 5000,

Cold wave sweeping across
the northern districts claimed
four more lives here on Tue-
udn]f night. unofficial sources

SYLHET Kasar Hamd, Captain of Sylhet [hstrict X] receiving the championship trophy

The team defeated (omilla hstnct X|

Match held here recently

ini the zonal final of Sher-e Bangla (up Football

Mar photo

HARISAL Feb 1 Nine
Thousand one hundred and
sty persens were arrested on
various charges during last
year in osix distrielts under
Bansal divisiorn.

Of the 1otal 2165 were ar
rested 1 Barisal 2128 1n
Fatuakhali, 1585 in Pirojpur,
177 inn Bhola. 9040 in Barguna,
arwd 12005 0 Jhalakathi

HoMoe also recovered |15
diflerent kinds of arms which
itae Tuele rile revoiver. pistol,
shivrtergun SMG country
madle gun. pipe gun and 705
rounds of ammunition. 60

narid bombs 17 kocktails. and
4 oprenades

Maxitniim pumber ol arms
have been recovered from dif
lererit places ol Banisal district
ariel maximuim Sarbahara Party
iembers were also arrested
tis distnict police con
seriarees saicd

brevind
Frial rHrr

Police arrested 9160
people last year

From Staff Correspondent

Another report says
Property worth about 50 lakh
taka had been burnt to ashes
when a devastating fire break-
out at Kalia Bandar of Baufal
thana under Patuakhali district
on Wednesday night

Eight shops and four houses
were gutted in the fire tnci

dent. eyewitnesses said

The ftire was originated
from the kitchen of one Siraj
(azi — It is learnt

Another report adds: Bhola
district police arrested 18 ri
oters and 12 lathjals from dif
{erent char areas of the Bhola
district under Operation
Meghna

Besides. Bhola police also
arrested two interdistrict da
coits with two ramdas and an
engine boat from Popasia river
ot Wednesday evening, police
sources sald

. Various demnonstration plots
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Dnstnct roundup

| Bamsu.

Plan taken up
to Increase
vegetables
production

- Feb 1: Bangladesh Agricul-
ture Extension Department,

. Barisal region, has taken up

different programmes to
increase vegetables production
in Barisal division during the
current winter season, reports
BSS,

According to an official
source, the department has
taken up a nursery develop-
'ment programme for the pur-

on vegetables cultivation aro-

und dwelling houses have been

set up. :
About 300 farmers have
been given training on how to

destroy the insects. frmn the .

field.
Government has sanctioned
Taka 4.90,000 for the devel-

- opment of nursery in the area
this year, the source said.

CHAPA]NAWABGANJ

Mosquito menace
alarming

Feb I: Mosquito menace in

- 4 the pourasava area has as-

sumed an alarming proportion
causing untold suffering to the
residents, reports UNB.
According to local people,

stagnant water in the roadside
ditches,
heaps of garbages have become
the ideal breeding centres of

| mosquitoes. .

Lack of proper drainage sys-
tem in the poura area is the

main cause of water stagnation.
The drains are filled with filth
and garbage polluting the envi-.
ronment.

Dwellers said garbages arc
being dumped here and there
owing to absence of adequate
dusthins giving rise to
mosquito menace.

Students are the worst suf-
ferers. It is impossible on the

part of a student to prepare his

lessons in his house after the
sun down without the help of
mosquito net.

Besides, the slum people
who have no capacity to buy
mosquito nets have been pass-
ing their nights in great dis-
tress. :

‘The dwellers urged the
concerned authorities .to take
effective measures to combat
the mosquito menace without
further delay.

KISHOREGANJ
| Housing problem

acute

Feb 1: Low paid employees
of government and non-gov-

ernment, autonomous and pri-

vate organisations are facing
acute housing problem due to
high rise of rent in Bhairab
river port thana, reports UNB.

According to the tenants,

. monthly house rent for a house

now varies from Tk 800 to
Taka 2500 excluding the elec-

_tricity bills and water charge

while the owners usually want
to realise their rent in advance
and thereby create pressure on
them.

The owners said that thl.‘.j"
had to increase the house rent
due to abnormal rise in the
prices of ¢onstruction materi-
als,

As a result. people from
fixed income-group are to sub-
let government rented houses
or live in messes with their
families facing enormous prob-
lems.

Above all, well-to-do people
have almost lost their interest
to construct houses due to
huge financial involvement fol-
lowing the price hike of build-
ing materials and lands.

Local people suggested that
construction of government
housing estates would help
solve the problem to some ex-
tent

RAJSHAHI

IBS founding
day observed

Feb | : Founding anniver-
sary of the Institute of Bang-

ladesh Studies (IBS] was
observed here on Monday, re-
ports LUNB

Vice Chancellar of Rajshahi
Liniversity Prof Anisur Rahman
inaugurated the seminar held
al the seminar room of the [BS
on the campus. Prol Mahmud
Shah Qureshi presented the
welcome address

Seven papers, including
Performance of Private Sector

Banks of Bangladesh”™ and
Growth of Indusirial Entre
preneurship in Bangladesh
Dimension and Challenges”
were read owt In three

sgasionsa of the seminar

Also ad
Pro Vice (han
cellor Ajhar Uddin, Prol S A
Akhand Dr M Zainul Abedin
past director ol THS [ Priud
Kumar Mitra and Rawsan
@adir wile ol founder director
ol THhS Prot S A Qadn

The seminar was
tressed by

Bar association

executives

Feb 1: The annual election
of the District Bar Association
was held at Bar Bhaban on
January 28 amid much enthu-
siasm, reports UNB.

Advocate Ibrahim Bhuiyan
and Advocate Jakir Hossain
were elected as president and
secretary respectively. :

Other office bearers are
Bimol Chandra- Sheel and
Shahidul
dents, Shahidullah Chowdhury
joint secretary, auditor Abdul
Latif, treasurer Moinuddin.

In the election four _-
members and four zonal mem-
bers were also elected which
was conducted by the former
president of the Bar Advocate
Khairul Ahmed.

JAMALPUR

derelict ' ponds and -

Chess contest

concludes

Feb 1: Final chess competi-
tion arranged by the District
Chess Association was con-
cluded here at Bappi Elect-
ronic hall room on Saturday,
reports UUNB.

In the competition Sajal

Ahmed Hanif and Abdullah

Sultan Ahmed became cham-
pion and runner-up in the se-
nior group.

In junior group, Raﬂqul
Islam and Khandaker Mursalin
snatched the joint champi-

-onship. In sub-junior -group,

Khandaker Ruhul Amin' and
Ekramul Basher emerged as
the champion and runner- up
respectively.

According to the A.lluci-
ation about 39 competitors
from seven thanas of the
district took part in the com-.
petition.

The prize giving ceremony

would be held .later, umml |

sources said.

MYMENSINGH
 Press club
office-bearers

Feb 1: The new executive
committee of the M
Press Club was elected for the
current year at its annual gen-
.eral meeting held here on
Friday, reports BSS.

The office-bearers are: Vice
Presidents-Advocate Wajedul.
Islam and A Z M Imamuddin
Mukta (Dainik Bangla), General
Secretary-A H M Motaleb of

‘the Mymensingh Samacher

and The Azad. Joint Secretary-
Ataul |
Dainik Jahan and Treasurer-

- Ziauddin Ahnied of the Insaf

and the ph.

Besides, four sectional uu:—
retaries and seven members of
the executive committee were
elected.

The election was conducted
by ‘a three-member election
committee headed by Ptjush
Kanti Ghosh. Two other mem-
bers were: Prof Bashiruddin
Ahmed and Shekhar Chakrav-

arty.

The Deputy Commissioner

of Mymensingh Motiur Rah-
man was the ex-officio
president of the press club.

41,000 hectares
under boro

cultivation

Feb 1: At least 41,000
hectares of land have been
brought under boro paddy cul-
tivation in the district, reports
UNB.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department. an-
other 80 hectares of land were
brought under the wheat culti-
vation with a target 152 metric
tons of wheat.

For potato cultivation about
600 hectares of land were
brought under cultivation to
achieve the target of 6,600
metric tons. Besides, in 4,600
hectares of land at least
69,000 metric tons of sweet
potato are &pected to be pro-
duced.

Meanwhile, about 24000
hectares of land were brought

under cultivation of vegetable-

to achieve the target of 45.600
metric tons.

Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation has
distributed high yielding vari-
ety seeds. fertilisers and other
necessary inputs among the

farmers at fair prices lor the
successful implementation of

the schemnes.

(GAIBANDHA

Cold breeze
disrupts
normal life

Feb 1 - Cold breeze coupled
with drizzles disrupted normal
Hie in the district which Is in
the proximity of the Himalavas,
reports [INB .

The homeless destitutes
and victims ot river erosion In
seven thanas ol the district
were affected by Lhe intensi
hed wcold that gripped the
riverine areas during the week

Fhe sky remained loggy
during the dav blocking visi

Haque vice-presi- "

Karim Khokan of the



