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DUCATION is the key

for all development. The

present status of
Bangladesh as one of the
poorest countries in the world is
A clear witness thal the key
didn't work.

It's a proof that the system
suffers from a major crisis. and
the crisis lies in its very objec
tive. Walking without a direc
tion (akes one nowhere
Likewise, mere literacy brings
little benefits.

The systemn must work with
a sound objective. Only then it
helps knowing the right direc
tion of life at every crossroads
— the basic need of every hu
man. Then 'how Lo know'
(education). 'how to work'
{technology) and 'how to live'
fculture) no more remain ob-
scure, rather they get integrated
with student's conscience.

Man is not human by birth,
in this regard he differs from
other beings. He has to go
through a learning process to
attain human qualities. His
mental, moral and intellectual
development mostly depends on
this process. This very art of
making humans must be the
prime objective of all academic
endeavours. All educational in-

stitutions should make con- -

certed efforts to accomplish it.
The country’s existing educa-

tion system is the legacy of the

British education policy in

who worked, fought and gave
lives for the British in India and
other parts of the world. When
Palestine, Irag and other Middle
East lands were won by the
British in World War [, the ma-
of the army were Indians.
In fact, the system didn't have a
better mandate either.
in Bangladesh, it caused
more dependence than devel-

opment. Since the birth of this

independent nation-state, vari-
ous bodies were entrusted to

" frame an appropriate education
policy, but their endeavours
‘didn't make any significant dif-
ference. The system utterly
failed to usher any attitudinal
changes in students; hence
discipline, diligence., honesty
and other higher values are still
the missing factors in our na-
tional life. Such an awful pic-
ture indeed represenfs the

mmmm

hmufdimitiu
Education helps harmonious

) t of mind. It faeili-
tates exchange of views among

individuals, thereby brings a

homogeneity of ideas on na-
tiorial issues. So in educated

class, factional feud -becomes a

rarity, -in Bangladesh the sys-

 Star Special

They can’t Wait to Serve You

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1994

- s

Education System in Bangladesh 'Children find it difficult
to be inventive

tern didn't it has suc-

cumbed to hlmd:v hostilities.
Chaos is the way ol life in mnost
campuses. Mostly it owes to
failure in promoting a universal
system of education. The pre-
sent system has varied institu-

tions. and they differ not only in
curricular context but in fun-
damental objective. It has
English medium schools for the
privileged. religious madrasas
for the under privileged and
secular institutions for the rest.
These stereotyped institutions
vary widely in academic envi-
ronment. budgetary allocation
and intellectual make-up of
both the teachers and the stu-

by Firoz M Kamal

helps them to kill invaluable
time in bad ways. The poems or
stories that “are taught in
schools have little relevance io
the experience of our pupils and
the country's need. Much of the
study contents in schools are
never real, they are far removed
from our every day life.

To decide on English as a
compulsory subject at all levels.
the national policy makers
swang from one extreme o an-
other, and still seem to be con-
fused. The importance of
English as an international lan-
guage can't be denied but

indiscriminale imposition of it

dents. They do nol posscss a

arhi-ﬂtd it long before, as it is
taught in this country for more
than two hundred vears.

The proper educational ser-
vicing is impossible with a sin-
gular curricular system — as
educational needs are not alike
for all groups. Often it makes
the curriculum trreverent to the
priorities of pupils and their
catchment area. The ‘know
hows' on Eskimo's house mak
ing or whale hunting has little
relevance to our children.
Rather the know hows on dis-
aster managemen! against cy-
clone. tidal surge and other

calamities are nol only relevant

Often it is umd by many that poverty is t.he prime reason for low lttendnnu in rurll schools.
Recent studies contradict such claims. The findings say that majority of the rural parents wish
to sent their wards to school. Despite their wishes they are unable to send their children to

schools for reasons other than poverty. Incidentally, the parents are not aware of the impact
that schools create on the lives of their children. In the past there was no attempt to motivate

the guardians by any quarters.
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consensus opinion even on a
single national issue. The coun-
try's universities and other
higher institutions have

their worth as fertile breeding
grounds for warring dema-
gogues, not so much for intel-
lectual pursauit.

The hrelm“ of

curriculum
Mere reading, writing and
nu skill is not education.
To teach reading without a pur-

- pose is to make children more
vuinerable to the add-mass and

to make them addicted to a

kind of narcotic. The pmruct

as a compulsory subject &1 all
levels still deserves further
scrutiny. Otherwise it will con-
tinue to waste billions of study
houts at the national level.
Study hours for learning prior-
ity subjects like science must
not be curtailed at any cost. At
present 14.4 percent of the
teaching time is spent for learn-
ing English. not spending much
for learning scientific 'know
how'! Thus a farmer's son while
returns to his paternal field as a
school dropout finds his educa-

tion incredibly useless. If
English has been the key to
progress then we would have
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Mqinfmmé makers hope to cash in on the digital video market

N Jan 12, Bell Atlantic
Corp gave makers of
large-scale computers a
shot in the arm. The Phila-

delphia-based Baby ell
announced that it will
some $ 25 million for.

new supercomputers plus
software to build a first leg of
the Information Superhighwdy.

Two companies — nCube Inc in

.-;..

Portland, Ore, and software
maker oracle Systems Corp in
Redwood City, Calif — will
share the spoils. But all makers
of “big iron” are celebrating.
With the Bell Atlantic deal. a
new market is opening: giant
servers to feed digitized mo-
vies, home shopping. games,
and other intetactive multi-
media
across the country.

Makers of mainframes and

ters see this as the

supercompu
start of bonanza — and they
could use one. Last year, main-

frame sales fell 9%, on top of a
1% decline in 1992, according
to International Data Corp

Sales of mini computers

services to homes'

priced a $1 million and up are

shrinking by 20% annually.
And massively parallel, super-
computers have been slow to
catch on. So the companies are
refitting mainframes, adding
new software to supers — and
d:nigning all- -new, specialized
“video servers” to feed the
coming interactive-TV market.

-That business could be "the

basis for the revival of big
iron,” says Forrester Research
Inc computer analyst William
M Bluestein. “The joke here
is interactive TV is a plot by
the computer industry.”

SERVICE CENTRES

Still, it's a gambit thai could
be tricky to play. By itself, say
analysts, the business of
equipping cable and phone
networks with video servers

never be more than a $3

billion market — just 1% of to- °

day's worldwide computer
market. But selling servers for
movies on demand could help
develop other markets such as

-Hewlett,

video-based business-informa-

tien services. Puzzled [actory ‘

workers., for instance. couild

call up video clips to brush up_

on difficult assembly proce-
dures. Between the Informa-
tion Superhighway and busi-
ness markets, Digital Equip-
ment Corp officials reckon that
by the year 2000, some 10% of
its revenues will come from
giant servers.

Video servers could also
spark huge service revenues.
For instance. DEC envisions
setting up media service

centres around the country to

help retailers create video-
shopping sérvices. DEC Media
Business Segment Managing
Director Robert L Griffin
estimates that for every $ 1 of
video-server sales, there could
be § 7 in related services. IBM
and American Telephone &
Telegraph Co also have a lot of
service and networking
experience, which puts them
in a good, position for this
market.

And computer makers are

eager to supply other pieces of

the Information Superhighway.
Packard, DEC, and
IBM are vying for contracts in
the 8 500 million cable-TV
converter market, either supp-
ly chips or selling complete
boxes. They are trying to forge
relationships with traditional
cable-box suppliers Scientific-
Atlanta, General Instrument,
and Philips. Other computer-
lnduatz' players such ds Sili-

. phics, Intel, Microsoft,
and British chipmaker adva-
nced RISC Machines have the
same idea. _

Video servers could prove
tough for even DEC and IBM.
In digital form, a feature filfh
takes 2 billion characters, or
bytes, of computéer storage.
Just a few dozen of the tapes
in any video store would, if
digitized, exceed the 100
bilHon bytes or so used by the
largest airline reservation
systems, And unlike, say. bank-
ing transactions, video data
streams can tolerate no more
than microscopic delays iIn
transmission. “You can't afford
to _have the ballet look like
break dancing.,” says Tony
Ruiz, senior manager for
communications systems at
iBM's TJ Watson Research Lab.
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but important fur survival. But
little is taught on. these sub-

jel:ta
The poor: the most de- .

, prived '

is a major bar to ed-

ucation. It has been revealed
that undermnourished children
score 10 t less in intelli-
gence tests than those from
better-off homes. Deprivation of
nurture is a death sen-
tence to child's intelligence. An
encouraging environment sel-
dom exists in poor homes. It is
found that poor children from a
stimulating background make a

difference of 10-20 per cent of
intelligent iesl scores than
those who are both malhour-
ished and deprived of stimula-
tion. Undernourished children
from drab homes are found to
score 40 per cent lets on IQ
tests than well fed children from
stimulating homes

An average Bangladeshi is
badly fed, he survives on a per
capita intake of about 1900
calories a day. FAO specifies a
minimum dafly intake of 2122
calories for a non-working per
son. Whereas, for an average
adult male the minimum

amount of energy required to
keep the vital organs function

ing is 1700 calories. Of all chil-
dren. 40 per cent and 10 per
cent suffer from mild and severe
mainutrition respectively. In ab-
ject poverty, education remains
unwelcome to the poor. While
the very existence Is at stake,

‘education becomes a luxury.

Poor calorie consumption itsell
leads to inatiention and easy
irritability, students with such
handicaps can hardly be atten-
tive to lessons. Moreover,
schools for these students are
also in a poor state. Their

classes are large. on average 59
students to one teacher in the

primary grades. And teachers
are unmotivated or absept. This
is why the drop-out rate is
alarmingly high in rural
schools. Of those who enrol, 48
per cent leave schools before

completing the third grade and .

62 per cent before completing
the fifth grade. A school feeding

programme. specially in slum .

and rural schools, can help

raising their interest, so far free

books and free schools have
worked very little to that end.
Conclusion

The present system ol edu-
cation got enough time to prove
its worth. But the result is very
gloomy. The system gave the
country a wrong track towards
a wrong end, its farther contin-
uation will not only delay devel-
opment rather expedite decline.
Now the nation must search for
a right key - the right form of
education. It must get the high-
est priority in our further plan-
ning; out of all development is-
sues it should be earmarked as
the most fundamental one.
Investment in other sectors_is
important.but the most impor-

‘tant is the investment of hu-

mans. Only this very invest-
ment can give the nation a good
harvest of worthy people, whom
the nation needs very much for
cherished goal of national dig-
nity and developmen!
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EVINE Ahmed. an En-
N glish language teacher.

steers her group of 11-
year-old boys and girls out of
the confining classrpoom and
into the open air. With their
small faces raised to the sky
Ms Ahmed asks simply. What
do you see when you look at
the shapes of the clouds?

The question is met by
silence. Of the 40 students,
not one is able to see anything
but clouds. It was only after
repeated examples and enco-
uragemen! (hat figures began
to emerge from the white

| masses and the children are

able Lo explore their individual
creativity.

Ms Ahmed is not surprised.
because the students have

often found it difficult to be

| inventive in similar exercises.

Yet she is quick to explain that
they are not to blame.

‘Our children should be
Imaginative, y:-t their imagina-
tion is blocked.’ she says. They
are losing their ‘own persona-
lities and words in the
schools,’

As ‘the population of Egypt

'mnunuﬂ to grow at 2.8 per

cent annually.” students are
eniering the school system

‘each year at an astounding

rale. In 1981, 83 per cent of
school-age children entered
primary schools. Teday that
figure has ciimbed to nearty 95
per cent, and in the past two
decades enrolment in kind-
ergarten alone hds increased
by mére than 500 per cent.
inside the classrooms,
students encounter both a
curriculum and a testing
system (Qat many educators
believe are badly in need of
reform. The current 'syllabus
does not encourage creativity
and does not address the new
technological and ecogomic
needs of the society. Monthly
examinations promote mem-
ofisation rather than obser-
vation, analysis and compre-

hension. further inhibiting
students' © develgpment as
individuals.

‘The system needs to be
revised and aimed to help
students survive in the 21st
century,’ says Dr Waguida el-
Bakary, coordinator of Educa-
tion Programme at the Ame-
rican) University in Cairo.

In a government school in
el-Sahaleyeen. students of the
first shifi begin their exercises

inaugurated by the Hon'ble Works Minister Rafique Islam. Mian oii January 27, 1994. Tﬁmy
students from various age groups, ranging from 6-year-olds to university leuei.’s participated in

the day long programme.

CHEAPER BY THE
 DOZENS

That's why many players are
insisting that only a massively
parallel' machine — such as the
nCube machine selected by
Bell Atlantic — will do. These
systems use thousands of
processors, each with its own

memory. Video servers "will

all be masuhreljr parallel
computers,” predicts Oracle
Systems Chief Executive
Lawrence J Ellison, who also is
part-owner of nCube. Bell

Atlantic. Large Business &

Information Services Group °

President Stuard C Johnson

adds that massively parallel

machines can be more easily
expanded as demand grows.
But no one can be counted
out yet, IBM has snared server
contracts at Ameritech, Cox
Communications, and Bell
Atlantic, while DEC has cap-
tured US West, Rochester
Telephone, and Canada's
Stentor, a consortium of nine
telephone companies. Phone
companies figure that scatter-
ing dozens of video servers will
be cheaper than depleying one
massively parallel machine.

" Whichever type wins, con-
sumer services such as movies
on demand will continue to be
the focus of the hoopla for
now. With cable systems in 60
million homes — and with an
additional 30. million that
could be added — couch
potatoes look ltke a mighty
appetizing opportunity.

Courtesy: Business Week °
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IBM - Will Sell Low End PCs

A number of
(i.e.. Merisel, SCI Syntﬁm. A.mr.
and Wearnes Technology) are
mentioned in the same breath
as Ambra, the new IBM sub-.
sidiary that will sell hmthan
low-end PCs.

The companies listed above
will contribute as much to the
manufacturing, distribution,
and support of Ambra's PCs as
IBM will. For example, -SCI will
build Ambra's motherboards,
Acer is providing systems devel-
opment and subsystems tech-
nologies, and Merisel is han-
dling the order taking. With
IBM playing a less dominant
role than ever before. analysts
say one guestion thatusers will
inevitably ask is: Can Ambra
maintain the quality they expect
of IBM systems?

Rival Compaq boasts in-
house manufacturing across its
product line. Dell says it has
brought all its manufacturing
in-house, giving Compaq one
less point of contrast, and
Gateway 2000 has brought in
all its desktop manufacturing
as well. Necessity or geod mar-
keting? “There's no reason why
you should have lousy quality
whether you outsource or net,”
says David Wu, analyst for
market research firm 8. G.
Warburg in New York City. The
key, he adds, is how well prod-
ucts are Lested.

What remains to be seen is
the effect Ambra will have on

| the competition, Also open s

how Ambra sales might dip into
those of IBM's own Value-Point,
particularly in a mail-order

channel that generates 10 per

cent of that line's sales — a siz-
able portion considering the

fit of low-end sys-
ms. It almosl seems like th: :

company is duplicating effort.

PCs WITH CD-ROM DRIVES
will be the perfect place to play
real-time¢ movies. The technol-
ogy that enables CD-ROM
movies — a compression stan-

dard called MPEG (Motion
Picture Experts Group) — |is
showing up in Iinexpensive
boards. The bad news is that
there are few MPEG-compatible
applications around that take

advantage of the technology _

by Alexia Lewnes

at 7 a m Packed into a small
dirt-filled lot. they stand wit-
hin easy reach of one another
lo perform basic calisthenic
drilils. The area is congesied
and their motions are small.
Scrambling indoors at 7:30.
the students remain seated
until 11:30 when class is
finished and they must leave
the school grounds to make
room for the next shift.

In this second-grade cla'ss,

47

desks. and five days each week
listenm to their teacher met-

students sit al baltered

hodically instruct them In
Arabic. mathematics, science
and religion. They have no
classes in music or art and no
time for recreation. They have
grown accusjomed to the
broken window. and during
the winter months sit bundiled
in their coats throughout the
mosning.

While students in some
private schools may have
access to better facilities and
quality of instrugction, they are
not
produced by the government
syllabus and the examination
system. As early as kindergar-
ten, the emphasis is on acc-
umulating information. and
there is little room for deve-
loping individual creativity.
Young children grow accu-
stomed to massive amounts of
homework that require them
to study well into the night.

The emphasis on memo-
risation rather than analysis is
accentuated by the nature of
the examination system. Suc-
cess in schoeol is determined
by exam marks, so the
emphasis is on testing rather

immune to the effects

than learning Students are
tested monithly, so they are
forced to men:u-ut endless
numbers of facts that they have
often not understood or assim-
ilated. Frequently. students are
asked to pecite full chapters
but not to provide any analysis
of the material.
Although no current drop-
out figures are available to
determine how many children.
abandon their formal educa-
tion, many students,
in rural areas, leave before
lemnd-rylchuul.ﬂmcﬂ
ren drop out because the
mhuhﬂhﬂthmm
to learn, while others can't
afford the school fees ar must

go to work to help support the

- family. Girls drop out mere

often than boys because
parents believe that since they

will eventually leave the iﬂy
when they marry, they offer a.
poor returm on their inves-
tment.

Statistics compiled by the
United Nations Educational.
Scientific and Cultural -
isation (UNESCO) showed that
as of 1985, more than half —
or 55.5 pef cent — of 'S
population aged 15 and
were illiterates.

Enrolment in primary
school for the year shoed only
a slight improvement over the
1981 figure — B85 per cent.
Secondary school enrolment
for the same year was 62 per
cent. Only 2.057 of every
100.000 Egyptians were enr-
olled in post-secondary prog-
ramimes.

Reform has begun and
significant changes are taking
place in testing. curriculum
and teacher training. This
year, the National Centre For
exams and Educational Eva-
luation introduced questions
that rely on reason and critical
thinking. The Centre for
Curriculum and Instructional
Materials Development Iis
creating a new curriculum

desl@ned to stimulate problem

T TR
Wh:-nn‘ Ms mﬂﬁy asks her
class what they think about the
main character in "The pri-
soner of Zenda' by Anthony
Hope, one student repeats
what Ms Ahmed herself had

said the previous day. -

Tell me 1n your own”
words,” she says. 'Remember,
my words are not the Gurl.n
my words can be changed.' —

Depthnews Asija

Singapore Builds An
Advanced Computer Culture

SINGAPORE, Feb 1: The
planning is finished and Sin-
gapore now intends to test its
“information superhighway,”
reperts AP.

Called the National Informa-
tion Infrastructure, the master
plan is expected to turn this
small city-state Into an
“intelligent” island, officials of
the National Computer Beard
said Thursday.

The board is moving from an
experimental stage to installa-
tion of the first networks that
will link computers in almost
every home. office, factory and
school.

“We' are now ready to pro-
ceed and dmlup a number of
services,.” said Robin Hu, the
board’s director of planning and '

'appucatinn services,

The concept is much like
President Clinton's National
Information Infrastructure
Agenda for the United States
iﬂ was gnnouncegl in Septem-

r.

It comprises a web of com-
municationg networks and
computer bases that pro-
mise to change the way people
live, work and interact with
each other.

Because Singapore has only
3 million people, an authoritar-

sion/decompression schemes
[codecs) — such as Intel's
indeo, Media Vision's Captain
Crunch, or SuperMac's CinePak
— can do this.

The upcoming MPEG-2
stapdard will be used for broad-
cast and high-definition televi-
sion (HDTV). it may be one of

the key technologies that

lqlmﬂe 500 channels onto ca-

Roll'em on CD-ROM

The MPEG-1 standard was
developed specifically for DC-
ROMs. With MPEG encoding. a
video signal is compressed so it
can be played from a single;
speed CD-ROM disk and still
have the quality of a VHS tape.
MPEG works with both video
and audio by throwing out re-
dundant data within a single
picture frame, looking for re-
dundant information between
adjacent frames, and ending up
with a video stream that plays
at 30 frames per second (fps) on
a CD-ROM. None of the avail-
able software compres-

The first MPEG-1 add-in
cards are beginning to hit the
market. Sigma Design's Reel-
Magic uses a C-Cube System's
MPEG decoder and will sell for
about $400. It can play video at
30 fps at resolutions up to

1,024-by-768 in 32,000 colors
and comes bundied with the
CD-based '‘Return to Zork’
to show its colors. And Xing
Tech has released the
$796 Xingit! real-tipe video
capiure and playback board.
Captured video files can be
played back in Microsoft's Video
for Windows.

.

ian government and a head.
start. it is likely to be among
the first countries to drive on
the information superhighway.
The goal of a computer-liter:
ate society with an ultramod-
ern, electronic infrastructure
was set in 1980 by former
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew.

* We must break through to
a higher level of technology and
achieve the competence to work
that technology. Then we shall
ensure security in a competitive
world.” Lee said. |

Prosperous Singapore has ng
natural resources except a
strategic location and the skills
of its people.

Unveiled two years ago, the
master plan left little to chance.
It includes development of a

“technology corridor” as the lo-

- cal version of Silicon Valley.

Planned in part to attract
1,000 foreign research scien-
tists and engineers, the corri-
dor is being given world-class
research facilities in the south-
western part of this island near
universities, the 9-year-old
Science Park and olher support

facilities.
Two billion Singapﬂre dollars

(1.25 billion US dollars) is bud-
for the research and de-
velopment effort. including the
hunt for talent.

An official count in 1991

. showed there were 4 276 re-

search scientists and engineers,
about 28 for ‘every 10,0600
workers. The target is 40 per
10.000 workers by next year.

Some 16,000 kilometers |
9,942 miles ) of fiber-optic cable
has been installed to support
data and phone networks.

When Slngapnrcanu talk
about networki rer::f in their in-
creasingly wi world. they
have to be specific.

TradeNet deals with ship-
ping. MediNet handles medical
matters and LawNet serves the
legal profession. Then there are
MasNet for banks and other fi-
nancial institutions, BitNet for
education and TechNet for re-
search. |

Cashless shopping is done
through a system called NETs
(Network for Electronic
Transfers). Others link the ad-
vertising business, air freight

operators, branches. ol the
armed services and other
groups

New networks are launched
regularly in a land with one of
the most intense computer cul
tures in the worlkd



