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A group of youngmen vandalised the Jameva Mohammadia
Arabia Madrassah polling centre in Mohammadpur

yesterday.

From Page | Col 3
polling officer was slightly in-
jured in the attack of the
hoodlums. Police made a baton
change and fired in the air to
bring the situation under con-
trol. \

The supporters of two
commissioner candidates ba-
cked by the Awami e and
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) blamed each other
for the violence.

In Dhaka University, a
group of armed youths report-
edly belonging to the ruling
party's student front; took
control of the University
Laboratory School centre and

drove out the ts of the op-
position candidates. Witnesses

said the attackers fired pistol
shots and blasted crackers be-
fore storming the centre. They
allegedly cast all the votes
closing the gates of the centre.
 Campus sources say, the
incident in the Laboralory
School was sequel to similar
inciderits at the nearby Udavan
School and Public Library cen-
tres which were reportedly cap-
by opposition groups. -
one stage, the rival groups
started a chase and counter
chase in front of the Udqyan
School. Police fired teargas
shells to disperse the groups.

In Lalbag Primary School, a
group of armed people fire pistol
shots, blasted crackers and
stormed the polling centre. They
snatched the ballot papers and
set them on fire forcing the au-
thorities to postpone the
polling. More than a dozen vot- -
ers and pedestrians were in-
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Elections violence

jured.
Similar clashes took place in

Siddigbazar Community Centre

polling booth and the
Siddigbazar Primary School.
Armed groups attacked the cen-
tres twice forcing the post-
ponement of the polls in the two
centres.

After the incident, several
hundred people of the area

brought out a procession and

marched towards the Press
Club to protest the violence.

Thére were clashes also at
the Haji Aynunnessa Primary
School of Sabujbag. Rokunpur
Primary School of Sutrapur,

Hazera High School of Demra,

Pababo Primary School and
Jamia Arabia Madrasa of
Mohammadpur and Jatrabari

Primary School.

The mobilecourt, deputed by
the Election Commission. tried
al least 20 people in different
places for casting false votes
and violating election rules,

One Raflqul Islam, 25, was

given one-month's jail term for
casting false vote at
Joarshahara centre.

In Chittagong, 50 people

. were injured in violence in six

centres from where police ar-
rested at least 40 people. The
polling continued in all the cen-
tres after police intervention.

The centres where violence
took place are Ghat Farhadbag,
Pathantuli. Patharghata, West
Madarbarir and Eakahirhat
Ansar camp areas.

The situation in Khulna and
Rajshahi was reported peaceful.
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Special guided Package Tour
Dhaka-Jessore-Mongla

Sudarbans-Dhaka ~ |°

3 Days & 2 Nights trip to Sundarbans
inclusive of air, road & river transport,
accomodation, food and guide service -

Tk. 7,000/- per person

Price:
For booking and other details, please contact:

Tourist Information Centre Phone:
Tours Division, Head office:317836, 325155-9

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
Sonargaon Hotel

?c BanglMesh PaqatanCorporanon

DFP(BA) 781-29/1

:509479, 863391/566
:811005,812011/4130

Torn ballot
papers found

By Staff Correspondent

Torn ballot papers were
lound lying around some of the
troubled polling centres in the
city yesterday

Many of these ballots. ac-
cording to sources, were
snatched from different polling
cenitres

The Leader of the
Opposition, in a press briefing
yesterday evening, alleged that
false votes were cast in some 40
polling centres. Sheikh Hasina
showed the newsmen a bundle
of ballot papers which, she
claimed were snatched from
some polling centres

Similar ‘hijacked' ballot pa-
pers also reached The Daily
Star office shortly after the end
of polling

At the University Laboratory
School, a group of unidentified
youngmen stormed the polling
booths and forced their rival
poliing agents out of the centre.
The agent of the Awami League
mayoral candidate
Jamaluddin, was assaulted.

Stray ballot papers were also
found at Azimpur, Lalbagh,
Mohammadpur and on the
Dhaka University campus,
sources said.

Joters resent
omission from

electoral list

By Staff Correspondent

Several complaints were re-
ceived from voters of different
parts of the capital that their
names were either missing from

the ‘voter list or their votes had

been cast before they could
reach the polling booths.

Prof Badrul Imam, a resident
of House No. 28, Road No. 5,
Dhanmondi informed The Daily
Star that he and his family
members could not cast their
votes because their names were

not included in the voters' list.
had voted in the last

parliamentary elections. He said
University

The family

ten voters, including

architects, house-
wives and retired pensioners
known to him were excluded
from the list.

_ Similar complaints were re-

ceived from the residents of
62, 63 and 64 at

House Nos 61,
Road No 6A, Dhanmondi.
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From Page 1 Col 6
Barring Lhese siray inci-
dents, polling in the 335 cen-
tres was held today almost
peacefully with a heavy turn-

¥ out of voters.

. This correspondent visited
a gmd number of polling cen-
tres where he found both male
and female voters standing in
long queues to exercise their
right of franchise in the city
corporation polis.

Some 6,87 743 people,
2,66,653 of them female were
registered voters in 41 wards
of the Chittagong City Corpora-
tion (CCC) comprising an area
of 60 square miles.

The voters started arriving
at the polling centres, about an
hour before the polling began
at 7 am although, according to
witnesses, some election offi-
cials reportedly arrived late by
half an hour in a number of
centres to initiate the process
of polling. .

The polling officer at the
Khastagir* Girls’ High School
centre, Md Shah Alam, said
414 votes, out of 3027, were
cast in his centre from 7 to
B:55 am.

Alam, who hagd wurlt::d as a
polling official in four other

elections in the past, said. to-
day's election was held really
in a very peaceful manner.
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17.00.848" were

been pressing the gove

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia ﬂnltmgn i:ty polling

centre yesterday,

AL stuns BNP in Dhaka

From Page | Col 6

of polling centres in both Dhaka
and Chittagong. Law enforce-
ment agencies resorted to
lathicharge and firing teargas
cannisters to bring the situation
under control in several places.

Police arrested at least BO
people from the two cities for
violation of election rules and
other violent ‘activities,

According to reports received
from our corresponderits from
the four cities, voter turnout
appeared to be high and the
atmosphere generally peaceful
and upbeat. The percentages of
voter- turnout in the four
metropolitan cities were not
available till the writing of this
report.

However, there were reports
of mismanagement in some
polling centres while voters also
complained of inordinate de-
lays. There were also allegations
of false voting when some regis-
tered voters discovered that
their votes had already been
cast by someone else. City resi-
dents also complained about
not finding their names in the
voter’s lists although they hm:l
voted in the 1991
elections and subsequent h_r-
elections.

The day was a pubilic hcﬂ:lda]f
in the four cities.

Polling commenced at 7 am
in the 1366 polling centres set
up in the four cities and con-
tinued without a break till 3pm.
However, some polling centres
in the capital failed to open on
time while others remained
open beyond the deadline to al-
low voters standing in line to
cast their votes.

Forty-eight candidates, in-
cluding nominees of all the
major parties, and independent
candidates, were in the fray for
the four mayoral posts while
1384 others contested for the
192 posts of ward commission-
ers.

The total number of regis-
tered voters in the four cities
was 28.69, 040; of them
in Dhaka,
6.87,743 in Chittagong,
3,28.766 .in Khulna and
1,51,683 were in Rajshahi.

Garments export
uah-utage to enable some [or-

eign countries to gain access to -
; gat . .right of franchise at the Naz-

the US market.
The country, as of January

"9, had been able to export

82.42 per cent of its US quota
for this year and was set to
clear the whole lot by yesterday.

According to the US

Department' of Commerce, the

country was seriously lagging in
some items like playsuits (only
60.4 per ceni. gloves (63.8 pc),
dresses (61.7 pc) and trousers,
"slacks, shorts (67 pc).

Garments owners now allege

that some inherent weaknesses

of the eountry's import policy.

had alsé caused the shortfall in
exports. They said, only the
backward linkage textile indus-
tries can import grey cloth, but
the garments industries, which
use the bulk of the greys cannot
do so.

Some garmenis industries
had imported the greys in view
of their urgency as per the US

" importers' demand. But it was

held up by the National Board
of Revenue (NBR) because the
country's import policy does not
allow such import.

The garments owners had
ent
to withhold this restriction from
January 1 in view of the expiry
date of the US quota. Only on
January 22, the Textiles and
Commerce ministries and the
NBR decided to waive such re-
strictions to release the im-
ported greys for the sake of ex-
port under a clearance permit
issued by the Chief Controller of
Import and Exports.

However, garments manufac-
turers say the decision was
taken belatedly, causing the
present crisis in export.

They said, unless the coun-
try's policies are made harmo-
nious, such faults would con-

tinue to hamper exports.

‘youths, the witnesses alleged,

:jm-mcy
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in the capital, 24 candidates
lought for the post of mayor and
675 contested the 90 commis-
sioner positions while in the
port city 12 candidates ran for
the mayor's post and anether
301 for the 41 commissioners.

In Khulna, there were five
contestants for the mayor's of-
fice and 176 for the 31 posts of
commissioner while in Raj-
shahi, seven candidates vied for
the post of mayor and 257 for
the 30 ward commissioners.

More than 17,971 election
officials were engaged in man-

| pﬂllmg

ning the 5,535 olling booths in
the 1366 centres set up in the
four cities and 383 first class
magistrates were placed on duty
to try poll rules violators on the
spot.

- Ower 29,000 members of po-
lice, ansars and BDR were also
deployed in the four cities dur-
ing election hours.

Twenty-three poll observers,
including 18 from five foreign
missions in Dhaka, participated
in monitoring the elections.

Leaders of the two main po-
litical parties — BNP chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia and AL
chief Sheikh Hasina — visited
various polling centres in the
capital.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas cast his vote at the
Bangabhaban Government Pri- |
mary School in the morning
while Sk Hasina exercised her
voting right at the Dhanmondi
centre.

Prime Minister Begum Zia. |
who was not eligible to vote
since she is a registered voter
from the Dhaka Cantonment, .

which is outside the city corpo-
ration limits, visited several |

DHAKA

Left alhance
faults EC, police

By Staff Correspondent

The committee conducting
the DCC mayoral election of the
Left parties alliance candidate
“Innm" ﬂhn “hn m_
day said the Election Commi-
ssion and police did not take
any action against the law
breakers even after being m-
formed.

The commitiee in a
release last night, although
admitting that the elections
were spontaneously partici-
pated by the people. however,
said the polls were not totally
free and fair due to violence oc-
cupation of booths by different
parties and violating of the
election rules,

This election has again
proved thal people were not
spared frum the politics of hlack
" the press reicase said.

Salam Talukder
rom Page | Col 5

Giving another example of
rigging and violence by miscre-
aris belonging to the Awami
League, Barrister Talukder said
in the Dhaka University area,
Chhatra League workers had
occupied the Udayan and
Annex Building centres and
filled ballot boxes with false
votes. He alleged that Chhatra
League leader Pankaj Nath had

given the leadership in such at-
tacks

He said many BNP workers,
including president of the SM
Hall unit of the JCD Nazrul]
Islam and JCD central leader
Manzur Elahi were severely in-
jured in Chhatra League at-
tacks.

The LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister alleged that |In
Madhubagh, Awami League-
backed hocdlums led by

‘Akhteruzzaman hurled molotov

cocktails in one polling centre
for womnen, forcing the voters to
quit. Several persons, including
Jubodal leader Dulal. were in-

S Sald BNP polling agents
were foroibly driven away jointly

by hoodlums belonging to the
Jatlya Party and the Awami

mt WR?. ad ﬂlleﬂkhﬂ-lﬁ

many BNF workers were injured

n m uﬁ%l‘ﬂlﬂ General

said the opponents had resorted
to rigging and violence to frus-
trate the victory of BNP candi-
date Mirza Abbas MP, a tested
and honest person.

The BNP Secretary General
congratulated the people of
Dhaka, Chittagong. Khulna and
Rajshahi for exercising their
voting rights to consolidate the
democratic process despite
armed attacks led by leaders
and workers belonging to some
parties responsible for “killing of
democracy”.

The BNP. on the other hand.
Barrister Talukder said, ex-
tended allout cooperation to the
Election Commission to ensure
a neutral and fair polls to help
institutionalise the democratic

b
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The Midnight File
Pakistan blasts India for

shooting

in Kashmir

ISLAMABAD . Jan 30: The Pakistan government

today hit out

ltlﬂmn:ghylndtmnmmﬂtmmi .
a massacre and calling on New Delhi to punish those
involved. An official statement urged the international commu-
nity to persuade India to end the repression’ in Kashmir and al-
low its people to exereise their rights to self determination, re-

ports AFP

Avalanche kills 6 in France

ALBERTVILLE, France, Jan 30: Six skiers including five
British doctors were killed when their group was swept away by
an avalanche in the French Alps. rescue officials said Sunday.
Cmly one member of the group. also a doctor from Britain. sur-
vived the avalanche after spending Saturday night in sublfirees-
g temperatures Charles Atner was in serious condition in a
hospital in Bourg- Saint-Maurice, official sald, reports AP.

Violence, nggng

From Page 1 Col 7

incidents while a long list of dis-
turbed polling centres was read
oul at the press conference.

Hasina exhibited a bundle of

ballot papers for mayor candi-
and another bundle ol
counter foils found on
streets within the area of Ward
62. According to her these pa-
pers might had been snatched
away from some centres during
the violence.

Criticising Prime Minister's
visit to some cenires during the
polls, Hasina said "She was not
even a voter in this elections —
yet she entered into the booths
— and her visits were followed
by violence initiated by her
party workers everywhere,”

Ppinting out some misman-
agement at the centres. the AL
chief mentioned that a good
number of voters returned
home without casting votes due
to unusual delay. though there
was spontaneous good turn-out
of voters.

Sheikh Hasina blamed the
Election Commission for the

mismanagement and alleged.

“Casting of votes was too slow

— in some centres it could not
even start at 8 am — and all
these were intentional ”

She maintained that the re-

Polls in Khulna

From Page 1 Col 8

five hundred people reportedly

supporters of the ruling party
attacked the female centre de-

manding its closure.
Some of the intruders broke

open the room of the presiding
officer and assaulted a police

“havildar on duty and three

other polling agents.
Police resorted (o lathi

charge to disperse the mob.
After few minutes the mob re-
turned in procession chanting
slogans demanding closure of
the centre. |

However, polling mnunued
in the eentre.

The same unruly auppnrteru
of the BNP tried to stop polling

| in some other centres of the city

but failed as several persons

the .

|

ing her demand for the next
parliament election under a
neutral caretaker government.
Hasina said

The AL president informed
the newsmen that al least two
persons have been killed in the
city election violence. One of
them has been identified as
Dulal. identity of anether is not
known. She visited the Dhaka

Medical College Hospital last
night to see the body of Dulal.

Pollwatchers

From Page | Col 4
place in 18 cemtres. There were
acts of terrorism in 13 centres
and widespread rigging in 16

others, according tn the

. NSCOCCE.

The press cqu'm was
addressed by Dr Mahmud Ha-
san while Justice K M Sobhan.
Ahad Chowtdhury. Dr Hamida
Hossain and Rosy Ferdous were

Polling postponed

From Page | Col B

School (centres 729, 730. 736
-and 737 of Ward 90). Bgrabo
Government Primary School
icentre 344 of Ward 46). Azim-
pur Girls High School (centre
524 and 525 of Ward 62),
Anwar Hessain Government
Primary School (centre 513 dnd
514 of Ward 61), Little
School of Azimpur (centre
of Ward 62), Lalbagh Govern-
ment School [centres
515 and 516 of Ward 60). Lal-
bagh Community Centre (cen-
tre 509 of Ward 60), Sid-
Primary School (centre
of Ward 70),
Community Centre (centres 584
and 585 of Ward ‘70). and
Rokonpur Primary Girls School
centre 641 of Ward 78).

ggllm; centres throughout the [
Y.

She enquired about the
turnout and the overall situa-
tion from the polling agents of
different political parties while
visiting centres at the Agrani
Balika Bidyalaya in Az:lmpun
the Motijheel T&T College. Ek-
rarhunnesa College at Ram-
pura, Titumir College at Moha-
khali, Mirpur Bangla High Sch-
ool, Qamrunnesa Girls’ High
School and the Central Wo-
men's College at Tikatuly.

BNP's DCC mayor candidate
Mirza Abbas cast his vote at the
Shahjahanpur Government Pri-
mary School centre while AL
nominee Md Hanif exercised his

irabazar Primary School and the
Jatiya Party candidate Colonel
MA Malek at the Shahzadpur
Government Primary School.

Immediately after the official
closure of the polling. the pre-
siding officer ol each centre ini-
tiated counting of ballots in
front of the polling agents of
various candidates. The results
were then sent to the Election
Comimnission. The EC was still |
tabulating the [inal official re-
sults till the writing of this re-
port at 4:30 am,

DUTA demands
repolling -

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University Tea-
chers’ Association (DUTA) yes-

terday demanded repolling at |*

two centres on the University
campus.

Mohammadpur

From PHEE | Col 4
They also assaulted the Ansars
on dutly and the general volers,
Some female voters were also
humiliated by the armed

Some female voters, showing
the signs of assault on them,
said the attackers asked the
general voters to siop casting
their votes and at one stage
blasted some crackers.

After the centre was occu-
pied by the youths, the local

process.

were arrested by a mobile court.
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people became agitated and |-

started pelting stones at the
centre.

Elections were also held
peacefully in the polling centres
in Mirpur.
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