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Japan has all parts
to make N-bomb

LONDON. Jan 30: Japan has
acquired all the parts needed
to make a nuclear weapon, and
may have built a bomb which
requires only plutonium to be
completed, The Sunday Times

, says AP.

The Ministry of Defence has
warned Prime Minister John
Major that North Korea's nu-
clear programme may force
Japan to abanden its non-nu-
clear stance, the newspaper
said. !

The risks were detailed in a
paper to the Joint Intelligence
Committee, the governménts
main security adviser to the
Cabinet, The Sunday Times
said. :
* ' Neither the Japanese nor
" the British governments had

any Immediate comiment on
the newspaper report.

The report says that Japan
has key bomb-making compo-
nents, including plutonium
and electronic triggers ‘and
has the expertise to go nuclear
very quickly,’ The Sunday
Times said.

An unnamed expert told the

| BRIEFL

newspaper that the Japanese
"could have acquired all the
expertise for
weapon without breaking safe-
guards. All they would need to
do is select adequate amounts
of plutonium for, the core.”
Japan is capable of repro-
cessing plutonium, and has
contracts with Britain and
France to supply tons of plu-
tonium for spent reactor fuel.
Japan also has sophisticated
rockets for launching space
satellites that could be con-
verted to intermediate — OT
jong-range missiles, the report
said, according to the newspa-
er.
d The report emphasises that
there fs no evidence thal
Japan had decided to proceed
with a nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, nor that it has
strayed from its commitments
to an international . nuclear
non-proliferation treaty, ac-
cording to The Sunday Times.
Public opposition to nuclear
weapons is deep in Japan, they
only nation ever attacked by

atomic bombs. .

imploding a |

DAVOS, Switzerland, Jan
30: A senior member of the
Palestine Liberation Organis-
ation said Sunday that nego-
tiators had reached a compr-
omise on final terms for an
israeli withdrawal from the
Gaza Strip and Jericho. re-
ports AP.

Abed Rabbo. a senior ad-
viser to PLO leader Yasser
Arafat sald "We have a com-
promise on the table. If both
sides say yes, then we have an

ment.” =

He added, "It was a com- -

promise achieved by negotia-

tion. We accepted.
Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres is expected. to

meet with Arafat toward mid-
day after aides toiled through
the night to try to thrash out
the final details. The two men
met for about four hours late

"The only thing 1 can say is
that we worked very hard in a
positive atmosphere but the

job is not yet over,” Peres said,

during an early morning walk

Internatipnal

Compromise on final terms for Israeli
pullout from Gaza, Jericho

with Egyptian Foreign Minister

Amr Moussa. : -

Moussa was upbeat. When
asked whether he was opti-
mistic, he said, "Yes | am.”" He
added that he hoped there
would be a breakthrough.
Moussa said he met with Arafat
several times Saturday and in
the early hours of Sunday.

Peres told The Associated
Press that two committees
were siill working on some of
the outstanding problems on
the implementation’ of their
peace agreement reached last

These include how much
area around the West Bank
town of Jericho will be ceded
to the Palestinians, and control
of the border crossings with

Egypt and Jordan from the’

new Palestinian regions.

Israel demands it maintain
security on the borders, but
the PLO says. the presence of
Israeli soldiers would violate
the guarantees of autonomy.
Israel and the Palestine

. Liberation Organisation rea-

ched a general accord Septe-
mber 13 in Washington for.an
Israeli withdrawal from the
occupied territories. The
accord calls for limited Palesti-
nian self-rule in Jericho and
the Gaza -Strip, but the two

sides so far have failed to agree -

on exact terms of its imple-
mentation.

Rabbo and Yossi Sarid,
Israeli environment minister,
told reporters waiting at the
luxury hotel shortly after mid-
night that the two sides hoped
to wrap up a deal by midday.

But .Peres refused to be
drawn on the p ts for a
breakthrough. He was relaxed
and smiling as he talked with
an Associated Press reporter
during a stroll through the
snowy streets of this Alpine
resort. Moussa described it
laughingly as ‘fresh air diplo-
macy.’ = el

"I can't make any promises
about times or announce-
ments," Peres said when

. Bin Talal

pressed.

Peres is due to travel to
washington on Monday, while
Arafat heads to the Swiss capi-
tal Bern to meet'the Swiss
Foreign Minister. They most
recently met last weekend in

‘N y. -

The two men join Moussa,
Jordan's Crown Prince Hassan

for a debate on Middle East
peace Sunday afternoonat the
Wﬂﬂd Economic Forum. -

The privately-sponsored
conference has grouped scores
of political leaders from
around the world.

Arafat's mood appeared to
brighten as Saturday pro-
gressed. Upon his arrival in
Switzerland he said no break-
through was Imminent,.
However, during a-brief photo
opportunity for reporters dur-
ing the evening meeting he
said he hoped for agreement

~ Iraq regains
80pc pre-Gulf
war strength

WASHINGTON, Jan 30:

. |Somali faction headed by

\l and US Under
 Secretary of State Joan Spero
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Plan to set up interim
govt in Somalia

KAMPALA, Jan 30: The
war -
lord Mohamed Farah Aideed
said today it planned to set up-
an interim government in
Somalia before the end of
March, in a veiled ultimatum
to the UN peacekeeping force
there to leave, reports AFP.
Spokesman for Aideed's
Somali National Alliance (SNA)
Mohamed Hassan Awale who
accompanied the faction
leader to Uganda said the

lLlnited Nations peacekeeping

force in Somalia (UNOSOM)
had outlived is usefulness in
the war torn-country now that
famine had ended.

“After the creation of an au-
thority in the - capital

| Mogadishu and our target is

March, disarmament will start
and if we need help we shall
ask African leaders to provide
a' peacekeeping force,™ said
Awale, _Aideed advisor on In-
ternational affairs.

Aideed left the Ugandan
capital today after a four-day
visit during which he had talks

with President Yoweri Mu-

seveni. ;

The warlord has repeatedly
called for UNOSOM's depar-
ture accusing the force of
killing thousands of Somalis.

The United States has set
March 31 as the deadline for
the pullout of its troops from '
Somalia, but the UN plans to
maintain an 16.,000-strong in-
ternational force .in the coun-
try.

UNOSOM went to Somalia
last year originally to keep the
peace while aid workers dis-
tributed food to hundreds of
thousands of starving people
but the force was Jater locked
in bloody clashes with SNA
militiamen after the UN ac-
cused Aideed of ordering the
killing of its soldiers and
ordered his arrest. ;

Awale said Aideed had
“fruitful discussions with
President Museveni on the
situation in Somalia and the
progress towards peace
amongst the fighting fac-~
ttons.” The meeting

place on Saturday.
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Parenisof dropouts iobefined. 1

Iraq's military has regained

Mamata for voters' ID card: m.
West Bengal Youth Congress-1 president, Mamata Banerjee, on
Saturday said that photo identity cards for voters were
necessary specially for West Bengal to hold fair election in the

state, reports PTIL ; |
She also advocated imposition of president's rule in the
state before holding the assembly election: It would be next 1o

ble to hold free and fair election in the state with the .

Jeft: front in power, ee told pressmen near Siliguri.

. The Youth Congress (I} chief, who reached New Jalpaiguri
on her jano-sanjog yatra’ in six districts of North Bengal, also
deplored the condition of the districis.

Kyrwstan goes to mllls: People in the
former Republic of Kyrgyzstan voting yesterday
decide the future of a president praised by the West for his
reformist jes, Reuter reports from Bishkek.

As mist lifted from the Tian Shan mountains nearby poiling
stations in the capital of this smalls nation on China's
northwest frontier opened at 7:00 am (0200 GMT) to a
trickle of voters.

The referendum will decide whether President Askar
Akayev, who dreams of turning Kyrgyzstan into Asia’s
Switzerland, must leave office or finish a five-year term

ending in 1996, _
Shakmeup in Malaysian army:

named its army chief, General Borhan , a8
mmlrmedfmcummmﬂermamhuﬂhﬂtnpmlﬂm
officers. Reuter reports from Kuala Lumpur. .

Borhan. 54, will succeed General Abdul Rahman Hamid,
who' is retiring after holding the post for a year, Defence
Minister Najib Razak said in a statement late on Saturday.

Borhan's appointment takes effect on February 1.

Borhan, who joined the army in 1959, was a member of
the elite special forces commando unit before he was

promoted to army chief last year.
wmsTaiwnnth:
Taiwan's Nationalist Party have won island- local
t elections but the main opposition Democratic
m Party (DPP) and independent candidates made
The nationalists won 214 of 309 village and town mayoral
posts at stake in Saturday's polls, which were marred by
mwmﬂmmmmmm.
Mmﬂ)mﬂwﬂpﬁumﬂthﬂmm 1990.
mm.MmTﬂmmmmﬂdﬂwd
eventual reunification with China. more than tripled its
number of mayoral seats to 21 from six. provincial election

commission spokesman Huang Teh-Wang said on Sunday .

3.2 tons of drugs seized in Yangon:

Myanmar scored a big progress in ils campaign against
narcotic drugs in Imlﬂthntntllnf'muima.imd

narcotics seized. Xinhua reports from Yangon.
According to latest official statistics. among the seized
* marcotic were over 2416 kilograms of opium, 278
mdm.ﬂ.ﬂmu{huww-dutm
and 599 Kilograms of marijuana. :
Moreover, the authorities also seized 125 vials of
mw.mm&w.-ww
medicine which are used by some drug addicts as substitution
dnumth'umdl.ﬂoﬂphun[mmhyﬁﬁtﬂﬂchm

used in heroin refining from opium.

Mexico to

talk with rebels: n.

Saturday to a request by southern

governmen
mmdhmmum.wmmmu.
u;pﬂmmmmﬂum,mmumm

Cristobal De Las Casas.

Presidential envoy Manuel Camacho, who was sent by
President Carios Salinas De Gortari to seek a settlement in

the month-old uprising by |

8 rebels, said the

was dropping its demand that the Zapatista
Htuﬂ:lllll.ihl:rlﬂnnﬁrmydlﬂﬂn before establishing a

dialogue.

“Conditions for dialogue exist and peace is

viable."

Camacho told reporters in San Cristobal De Las Casas, one of
the cities in the impoverished state of Chiapas where the
mhuit.nut:.lml.

Indonesian

told about 500 supporiers,
diplomats and celebrities at a

W irecreation complex in the

black township
south of here.

“The economic devastation
of aparthedd remains.” he said.
“We are aware that eliminating
the mess created over decades
bv the (governing) national
party will not be ecasy.

of Sowelo,

to Bosnia soon:

SARAJEVO, Jan 30:
Bosnian General Jovan Diviak
has warned that any with-
drawal of United Nations
peacekeepers from the former
Yugoslavia would spark a tin-
derbox in the Balkans in the
face of rampant Serbian na-
tionalism.

In an interview with AFP
“Diviak, one of two deputy
chiefs-of-staff in the Bosnian
army. deplored the “lack of
determination” shown by the
United States and the
“frresponsibility” of the
European Community, whose

Lord Owen has been
trying to broker a three-way
carve-up of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

With the present balance of
forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres (L)

and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat shake

o
ey

hands prior to their negotiations on the Palestinian autonomy in Switzerland on Saturday.

ary 30.

" Both men met for talks ahead of the World Economic Forum plenary session on Janu-

— AFP photo

KABUL, Jan 30: Afghan-
istan’s northern neighbour.
the former Soviet Republic of
Uzbekistan, is accused of
aiding a rebel faction fighting
to overthrow President Burh-
anuddin Rabbani., according to
an official spokesman in Kabul
today

.c have clear-cut evi-
dence about direct interfer-
ence by Uzbekistan in the

Kabul fighting,” presidential .

spokesman Abdul Aziz Morad
told AFP.

Morad sald the former
communist militia warlord,
Uzbek General Abdul Rasid
Dostam., who launched a failed
coup attempt in the capital on
new -year's day, has recetved
much military support for the

. jets, aircraft

Kabul blames Uzbe

one-month long Kabul factional
fighting. |

He went so far as to say thal
representatives of Dostam met
with government officials in
the Uzbek capital Tashkent in
order to help plan the coup at-
tempt in Kabul.

“Many facilities. both mili-
tary and economiic, have been
put at Dostam's disposal by

. Uzbekistan”, Mo said.

He accused Uzbekistan of
not only supply Dostam with
spare-parts and
the construction of a military
airstrip. but also of launching
air-raid over Kabul and other
targets from inside Uzbekistan
itself. _

Although Morad said it was
not clear if the Uzbek interfer-

helping Afghan rebels

ence in Afghanistan originated
from the highest official level,
he nevertheless demanded
that a joint Afghan-Uzbek com-
mission be appointed to
iflvestigate the charges.

The rumble of anti-aircraft
fire over the capital followed
three raids on Kabul by
Dostam jets before midday to-

day, with bombs exploding at
the foot of the strategic
“television mountain,” which

‘houses a lot of heavy artillery.

Meanwhile, fighting inten-
sified today in northern
Baghlan province, where a
spokesman for Helematyars
Hezb faction said an offensive
by pro-Rabbani forces had been

Zeroual Algena’s.
new president

ALGIERS, Jan 30: Defence
Minister Liamine Zeroual has
been appointed Algeria's new
president, the state news
agency APS said today, reports
Reuter.

Zeroual, a retired General,
will keep the Defence Minis-
ter's post, which he has held
since July 1993.

APS announced the ap-
pointment in a one-senience
statement.

Earlier it had said the army-
backed high Security Council.
whose members include the
army chief of staff, had begun
meeting this morning to chose
the new president.

Zeroual replaces the un-
elected five-man presidency.
the high state commitiee,

Israeli

JERUSALEM, Jan 30: The
government of Congo has hired
20 Israeli army reserve officers
who served in elite commando
units- or the secret police (O
train soldiers. an Isracli news-

reported. says Reuter.

The Daily Yedioth Ahronoth
said on Friday the training was
part of a deal signed In the
past week for Conge lo pur-
chase tens of millions of dol-
lars of weapons from Israeli
military industries.

A private Israell company
which the newspaper identi-
fied as Levdan made
agreement with Congo. The

company is directed by Bri- h

General Zeev Zachrin,

luntnfthtummnwhutrnned

offi

the »

train Congo soldiers

the pro-Israell militia In
Lebanon, the South Lebanese

The paper sald Zachrin ap-
pointed Lieutenant Colonel
Yisrael Ramot, former com-
mander of an elite .paratroop
commando uhit to head the
training operation.

The hired officers were in-
formed of dangers and instabil-
ity in the Central African
Nation of Congo, it said.

Since disputed elections

last May June, heavily-armed
opposition militias have battled

government forces, killing at

least 200 people and turning

parts of the capital Brazzaville
into a battlefield.

cers to

much of its pre-Gulf War
strength, US news and World
Report magazine repgrted
Saturday, says Reuter.

The magazine, citing intel-
ligence sources in London,
said in its latest edition that
while the Iragi army was only
half as large as it was before
|ban¢ defeated by a US-led

coalition in 1991, it has re-
‘gained 80 per cent of its pre-
“war fire power.

It said that while Iraq be-
fore the war had.about 5,500
tanks, more than half of those

| were obsolete Soviet-built T- -
54s and T-59s. The country
now has about 2,500 tanks but
most of them are modern T-72
Soviet-built ones.

I The lragi air force, which
suffered heavy losses, is' now
flying an estimated 400 com-
bat-ready aircraft, the
magazine said.

© Many lragi jets were flown
to Iran to escape the conflict.

Baghdad is still trying to get
back many of them.

Cabinet reshuffle
"~ in Libya

SIRTE, Libya, Jan 30: Libya
on Saturday named Abdcl
Mayjid al-Kaud as head of a new
16-member cabinet. but kept
the same Foreign Minister in a
sign it prepared for a long
standoff with the West over
the Lockerbie bombing., re-
ports AFP.

The General People's
Congress (GPC), or parliament,
| appointed Kaud. an engineer
and former Agriculture
Minister, as Prime Minister in
the first new governmenti in
four years. a

Staying on in their key for-
eign policy posts were Omr Al-
Muntasser as Foreign Minister
and Jomaa al-Mahdi al-Fezzani
as Minister of Arab Unity.

A western di t said the
appointments signalled that
Libya would probably stick to
its refusal to surrender two
suspects accused of blowing up
a Pan American airliner over
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988,

BEIJING: Parents of dropouts in Beijing now face stiff fines
equal to as much as 20 months' salary, as the city tries to
make sure children get their compulsory education, an offi-
cial report said Sunday, says AP.

Under the new regulation, which goes irito effect this
month, parents are to be fined 200-5,000 yuan (dirs 23-575)
if their school-age children are not enrolled, the Xinhua news
agency reported. | - |

Chinese law requires six years of primary school and three
years of middle school. The new fines apply to Beijing only. |

The report said 99.9 per cent of primary school-agg chil-
dren in Beijing were enrolled, as were 99.92 per cent of
middle school-age children. :

Enrollment figures are far lower outside Beijing. particu-
larly in rural areas where school fees often are too high for
farming families and where girls often are kept out of school.

An international survey released Sunday showed that only .
86 girls were enrolled in primary schools for every 100 boys
in China. and 73 girls per 100 boys in secondary grades. -

Charles ends affair with Camilla

_ LONDON: Prince Charles has ended his affair with an army
officer's wife in order to regain the public estrem lost
through the breakup of his marriage to Princes Diana, british

newspapers reported Sunday. says Reuter.’

The heir to the throne's relationship with Camilla Parker-
Bowles was commonly cited as a major cause of the royal mar-
riage split.

it's over with Camilla, proclaimed the tabloid news of the .
World, the Prince and his married confidante have made a
pact not to see or even speak to each other. . itk

it quoted a friend of the Prince as saying Bowles was eager
to preserve Charles' chances to succeed his mother, Queen

- Elizabeth. both the Prince and Camilla know how important -
this year is to him it said. A .

A poll released earlier. this month showed. that Prince
Charles's popularity had sunk to all-time lows, with most
Britons preferring Diana. - .

Charles won an approval rating of only 17 per cent while
Diana had 47 per cent — an indication that she had kept the

- sympathy of the public since the couple's bitter separation 13
months ago. : .

Ten years ago, Charles was the most popular member” of
the rayal family, with a 50 per cent confidence vote. "

.But then came rumours of the adulterous affair

with
Bowles, which have not been denied. v
&

killing 270 people.

“In foreign policy. it looks
like continuity,” a western
diplomat in the capital Tripoli
said.

The parliament named out-
going Prime Minister Abu Zeid
Omar Durda as its new Deputy
Speaker. Durda replaced
Mohammad Hijazi, who be-

came Minister of Justice,

which had been vacant since
Ibrabim Al-Bakkar died last
year in a car accident.

The armed forces comman-
der. Colonel Abu Bakr Yunes
Jaber, a close aide of Libyan
leader Colonel Muammar
Gaddahi. stayed on as the de
facto Defence Minister - not
listed as an official post.

About 1,000 delegates at-
tended the GP€ which began
last Saturday in Sirte. 400
kilometres northeast of the

capital Tripoli. .

would
put a match to the pow-

the Balkans have be-
come.” he said.

Divijak said the Bosnian
army was ~poorly armed.
starved of logistical back-up.
but well motivated ~ and would
carry out the political objec-
tives it had been assigned.

“Despite protestations of
peace. the three parties con-
ttnue to clash on the ground,
because the Serbs and the
Croats have not yet compieted
Lthe boundaries of their Quasi-
states. while the Bosnian gov-
ernment is seeking o recap
ture the territory taken from it
force.

He said the Bosnian Croat
HVO forces were Lrying to
forge a corridor in central

any UN withdrawal
“only

' UN withdrawal from former

Bosnia linking the towns of
Prozor, Gornji Vakuf and
Travnik with Vitez and

Busovaca. \

Some 14.000 soldiers from

Croatia with around 40 tanks,

helicopters and aircraft had

reinforced the HVO troops,
Divjak said.
But he vowed that the

“Bosnian Croats and Croatia
will be the biggest losers in

this year.”

A former officer in the de-
funct Yugoslav army. Divijak.
himself of Serb origin. pre-
dicted that “without a strong
multi-national Bosnia- Herzeg-
ovina. Croatia cannot survive’

Serbia's expansionist ap-
petite was not limited to

Bosnia, he said, pointing out
that Serbs already controlled a
of Croatian territory.

The Bosnian Serbs were
fielding 80,000 men. 25.000
of whom had come from
Serbia. he said.

Backed by at least 500
tanks, they were trying to
establish a corridor running
from northwest to southwest
along the Krivaja valley, which
was why they were currently
attacking the Muslim-held

., town of Olovo, on the Krivaja

river some 30 kilomelires
northeast pf Sarajevo.

“The Serbs are not inter-
ested in Olovo itself.” Divjak
said “What they want is o ad-
vance up the valley towards
Vozuca and Magla) (which are
held by the Bosnian army) to

link up with (Serb-held)
Doboj.”

That way they would drive a
wedge between the second
and third Bosnian army corps,
he said. |

Sarajevo itsell was in a bad
way, he admitted. "Not one
single weapon has got inilo
Sarajco since November
1992." he said.

It was now more than a year
and a half since the Bosnian
forces had managed to destroy
any of the 80 Serb tanks
training their guns on the cily

More firepower was aimed
at Sarajevo than had been de-
ployed to pound Berlin into
surrender at the end of World
War I, he said, with some
1.8500 artillery pieces ranged
against the city

Solritanl diee

NEW ORLEANS: The parents of a missing Italian celebrity
offered a.reward Saturday for her return and,

the

belief someone might be holding her as some kind of

“spiritual slave," reports AP.

Ylenia Carrisi, 23, the gran

ddaughter of the late American

movie star Tyrone Power. has been missing since New Year's '

Day.

tertainers, would

Romina Power said she and her husband, both Itallan en:
pay handsomely for their daughter's return.
"l think she is being held by people here

-

against her will. | |

don't know. | can't explain why. It's just a feeling I have. |

might be right 1 migh

t be wrong,” sald Romina Power, who

flew here Thursday from Italy with her husbarid, Al Bano. to
help police search for their daughter.

"l don't mean just for information. Bring her to us
will have a very large reward,” the mother told a local

Behaviour problems

. They
o 2o

NEW DELHI: Nearly 22 per cent children in the age group
of three to six years have behaviour problems and the preva- .

lence of such problems is higher among the boys, according
to a recent study by the Indian academy of pediatrics, reports

PTI.

Fearful reaction and attention-seeking behaviour are more
common among the girls, the study adds.
The Indian study spread over a period of six months was

conducted by Dr Shashi Rai and his colleagues at

the

nt of Psychiatry and Pediatrics in the capital's Lady

Hardinge Medical College.

Some 200 pre-school children in the
re chosen randomly twice a

ment were screened. They

outpatient depart-

week Their socio-economic status was assessed based on ed-
ucation, occupation and monthly income of the parents.

Of the 200 children, 115 were boys.
that symptoms

The researchers found

like temper

tantrums, fights and bites destructive nature, management
difficulty, hyperkinesis and  distractibility were more cof-

mon in boys.

Y'slavia to spark a tinderbox

By contrast. Sarajevo had
not more than 20 artillery
pieces, No mortars. NO aminu
nition, few weapons and only a
few home made handgrenades
with which to defend itself

‘We are putting the empha
sis on diversionary tactics.” he
said. He said airstrikes against
Serb positions would help ease
the situation

It would be enough. by way
of reprisals, to bomb theh

mechamised units and tanks,
thetr ammunition dumps, and
to knock out the 20 or so

bridges across the Drina river
beiween Serbia and Bosnia
Herzegovina

One thing was certain, he
said. The war will not end
{Omnorrow

-

Meet toend
Lesotho crisis

today

HARARE, Jan 30: The for-
eign ministers of Bolswana,
South Africa and Zimbabwe,
whose countries formed a re-
gional jomt task-force setking
to resolve the military crisis i
Lesotho, are to meet in
Pretoria Monday to review the
situation, reports AFP.

According Zimbabwe's the
Sunday Mail, the ministers will
hear a report [rom a six-merm-
her fact finding mission sent
v 1the mountain kingdom last
week by the three countries at
the talk held In Gabone last
week

The ministers are expected
to make recommendations to
their heads of states after
hearing the findings.



