@he Daily Star

Founder-Editor ;: Late S. M. Ali

Dhaka, Sunday, January 30, 1994

==

Let's Make Democracy

the Winner

With some justified satisfaction over

the way

the run-up to the city corporation elections
passed oft. we are emboldened to expect this

morning

that the act of voting and 1ts immediate

aftermath will bear a similar stamp of responsible

collective conduct, The weeks of campaig
been intense but trouble-free. The major
parties went to the very bottom of the

ning has
political
Il reser-

voirs of energy, resources and creative flair, the

last-named being in su

rabundance to drum the

names of their candidates into the ears of the
voters. Whatever over-enthusiasm was exhibited
in the process came through vindicated in the

end because tension seemed worked off
rather than built up to a point from
could turmn ugly.

- The major political parties

thereby,
where it

particularly the

Awami League and the BNP — acquitted them-
selves admirably well. Their conduct has been

impressive, breeding a new hope for live

-and-let-

live through future electioneering heat-waves.
There was hardly any incident of tearing up

posters or razing an opponent's camp

to the

ground. The way their party workers went about

the !
the téﬁ:gtives issued from rival electi

camps located in the closest proximity
other, bore testimony to the percolatory

restraint.
The Election Commissioner, from the

ginning, g
maintenance of ethical conduct by the
parties in the fray. And the ground rule

business of campaigning. albeit under

oneering
of each
words of

very be-

ot seized of the issues relating to the

political

s spelled

out by him in consultation with the leaders of

political parties _
the candidates from committing any exc
turn, the overenthusiastic party

psychologically circumscribed

esses. In

workers were

chastened as well. The Commission's officials and

workers, not to speak of the Chief

Election

Commiissioner, deserve a good deal of apprecia-

tion.

So far so good. But the need for continuity
be over-emphasised

the same spirit can hardly

of

today. All that we have worked for duri e

weeks of campaigning may come to nau
because of some unforeseen slip-ups. The

ng th
t just
ig par-

ties can not be blind-folded to the possibility that
in spite of their best intentions, overzealous

workers at the
good work crumblin
machinery

grass-roots might send all the
down to pieces. The party
should add to their customary warn-

ings and exhortations by taking some special

measures like, for example, grouping

potential

trouble-makers with the sober elements in their

rank and file. They
guard even for a moment.

cannot afford to lower their

. There are some distinct facets of extra-ordi-

nary importance that these pourashava

elections

have come to acquire. The offices of the mayors
and the ward commissioners are going to be elec-
tive for the first time. Second, the city corpara-

ton constituency is made u

of a number of nag’
donal constituencies for .the election of MPs.

: Ave a- _ —t}m::hhfe im-
ag ds of behavioural stan-
dards for the rest of the country. Last but not

Aeast, the elections being held in the middle of an

elected

B
F
4
i
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g
ration
pposition.
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‘their democratic t of franchise. Th
+out should leave nothing in doubt.
... With fairplay and a’bit of luck may the

overnment's tenure, the results of the
polls can be seen as a verdict on

city
# ;gxmanc: of the ruling party and that of
' 0

’ The stakes in the elections being so high rein-
force the reason why the voters should come out
in strength to cast their ballots in exercise of

eir turn-

best man

‘win. But win or lose, if we can complete the pro-

we will have paved the way for democracy

to

e the sure winner — there is no doubting that.

*  Sound and Fury again?

So far, the conscientious objectors in the

western world, to the’ terribly imperilled p

light of

‘the Bosnians, have been mostly individuals. But
now the US Senate has lent its voice to the cause

as an tion.

President Bill Clinton to lift the arms
against the government of Bosnia-He
is obviously non-binding on the US Presi
wields enormous

The senate has passed a resolution imploring

embargo

rzegovina. It

dent who

powers in the field of foreign
gj)licy. One wonders very much why president
into

n has to be the one to be urged to withdraw
the arms ban, when he had himself made a very
convincing commitment to the electorate durin
his camﬁ?[ig:n that on assuming office he woul
move to the arms embargo against the Bosnian

- Muslims,

He had then almost said what the US

senate mhmria't;eader Bob Dole is now saying

about policies

t would "let the Bosnians, at the

very least, defend their families and their homes."
But this is too little too late; because what have
the Bosnian Muslims get left after months of

butchery and demolition work by the
really defend?
It has had some sti
- has to wait and see whe
machine makes the

Serbs to

of conscience But ong
er the western milit
purr and the long

-await

“charge upon the Serbs. Whatever, ripples we have
~otherwise seen in the placid diplomati¢ world

“have worked the wrong way for the vic
the accused has got
.whimper.

Going
military
‘sights and sounds, it is goin
exercise in aid of the UN relie
“the military intervention, if it
will have a limited mandate, having
nothing
trouble in the region.

US Secretary of State Warren Christo

alerted the US allies in the NATO to

to be

tim while

away stronger with each

-by the latest reports some belated
action seems to be in the offing.

By all
a NATO

“operations.: So,
at all comes to that,

little or

to do with striking at the root of the

pher has

prepare for

military action to end the Serbian siege of

Srebrenica and Tuzla.
made known to the
forces on the ground. The same o

mind comes y through the

The NATO plans have been
UN to be conveyed to its

frame of
mix-up

Fallingi
between the military posture —
and the continuity of the talks
a 'll?elhg ago. The negotiations have evidently floun-
on the rock of Serbian refusal to give the

de

wordy as it is —
that have wrecked

Bosnians access to sea and return to them the

lands seized

by ‘ethnic cleansing.'

If by default the western influence has made

the recalcitrant to act
can be

negatively surely the same
reversed to make them behave

positively

now. Where there is a will there is a way.

LCENTLY | came i
R ross a report on the

{hinese ECOnOmy
According 1o the Chinese State

slatistical Bureau, industrial’
oulpul surged by an aston-
ishing 23 6 percent over 1992
For those ol us who happen to
live in the stagnant economy of
Bangladesh this is like a fairy
tale. Given our grinding
poverty and lacklustre record
ol progress it is hard for us to
tully comprehend that such
growth rates are even possible
Yet our Prime Minister said
recently that a wave ol devel
opment is sweeping across
Bangladesh. 1 wish she would
consult the actual statistics on
growth and development be-
fore making such an unrealis-
tic claim . If she had seen the
pace ol growth in East and
Southeast Asia. which has
doubled per capila incomes in
a decade she would have
known what a ‘wave of deve] #®
opment looks like The
Finance Minister seems to
recognise the government s
failure in stimulating the econ
omy but by turn he has been
blaming the civil servants.
engineers, bankers. the indus-
trialists, labour unions and
even the opposition for his
failure to move the economy
from its current slow mowing
mode. His remarks seem to
suggest that it is the incompe-
tence and other vices of these
people which is responsible
for all the ills of the economy.
The underlying assumption is
that the quality of the govern-
ment's economic management
remains blameless. Unfor-
tunately for him, the Bangla-
desh Bank report. published
recently, did not back him,vﬁ
The Bangladesh Bank' Pe-
port does not give a picture of
a surge of development sweep-
ing the economy. Instead we
get from this valuable docu-
ment, reviewed in The Daily

NCIDENCE of communi-

cable diseases poses a

potential threat to socio-
economic development of the
country. A large number of
people, including children and
women, specially of low income
stratum are being infected with
different commnicable
diseases, and many of them
dying, everyday. In the disease-
morbidity pattern we frequently
experience a series of killers like
diarrhoea, dysentery, typHoid,
malaria, hepatitis. tuberculosis,
filaria, measles, whooping
cough, poliomyelitis, tetanus,
kalazar, leprosy. cancer, heart
disease, diabetes and so forth.
Nutritional deficiency and worm
infestation have ° been

- considered 'Hs ' acute publie

health problems and in fact.

‘these are the leading factors for

ill health and mortality of the
poor. Incidence of disease and

its consequences obviously

affect socio-eeonomic S8
of the country. And leprosy is
one of the most fearful diseases

- that seriously affect the activi-

ties of the infected person sim-

ply entailing a positive to hig

family and community.
Worldwide leprosy has been
identifred as a majer public
health problem. It is estimated
that there are about 10 million
leprosy patients all over the
world of which Asia represents

for 6 million, Africa 3.5 million

and South Africa 0.5 million
cases. And 6 million leprosy pa-
tients in Asia account for 60%
of the total number of world

leprosy patients. In this region.

India alone, with about 4 mil-
lion patients, has 66% of the to-
tal prevalent load in Asia.

In our country highest
prevalence of leprosy is found in
greater Rangpur and Dinajpur

—a e—

Sir. Valuable lives are being

lost, every day in the city and

elsewhere in the country in
road accidents. This is
happening mainly due to non-
.enforcement of the traffic
rules. A look at any point of the
city’'s main thoroughfares
would reveal that rickshaw,
truck and bus drivers are just
pPlying their respective
vehicles without any care or
respect to traffic signals or
rules.

Rickshaws take 'U' turn at
any point they like without any
regard for the fast moving ve-
hicles, stop their contraptions
(when they are only obliged to
do so) far ahead of the zebra
crossing/traffic signal and that
also in front of the fast moving
vehicles obstructing -their
movement. Buses stop in the

middle of the road for as long

as they wish for collecting pas-
sengers obviously causing
blockade foryothers while the
trucks run at a breakneck
speed on busy roads without
any care for others' lives and
properties.

All these are happening. re-

{ gretfully. in front of the traffic

sergeants and constables who
rather pretend not see them
for reasons best known to
them. Although one can see at
least half a dozen of police
personnel, inecluding ser-
geants, on duty at any inter-
section of the main city roads,
he remains least assured of any
improvement in the situation.
Authorities do not seem to be

-] much concerned about the

growing rate of accidents tak-

Bangla

There can be no difference -af apinin:: that increase in

indispensable to generate income, employment and growth. Yet the rate of investment has been

disappointing.

Star of January 13, 1994 and
other papers a picture of a
near stagnant economy. The
governmernt is pleased that the
rate of inflation has gone down.
But the governor eof our cen-
tral bank has expressed unease
instead of satisfaction at the
implications of the current
rate of deflation which is re-
ported to be 0.3 per cent

Reviewing the Bank's report
he said. "The deflation rate is a

‘reflection of the overall slug-

gishness of the economy. as
the demand for money has de-
clined and government spend-
ing is"not picking up, resulting
iti no money generation.”

In  other words. he does
not regard this deflation as a
sign of a robust and healthy
economy. He expressed reser-
vation® about the deflation
rate's accuracy and wlidity.
The package ol goods and ser-
vices for the consumer price
index. introduced in 1972 73,
gives. according to him, too
high a weightage to food and
thereby distorts the picture.

Actually the downward
trend in food prices hides the
price rise in other consumer
goods. Despite the unmistak-
able evidence of sluggishness
of the econdmy, the govern:

.- ment is busy looking for signs

of prosperity in every nook and
corner of the economy, Instead
of such propaganda gimmicks,
let us look at the facts pre
sented by the Bangladesh Bank
report.

According to the report,
the GDP growth rate in 1992
93 was 4.3 pef cent. In the
previous financial year it was
4.2 per cent. In other words,
we have failed to attain even
the most modest growth tar-’
get of 5 per cent. If the popu-

lation growth is taken into ac-
count the picture is even
more disheartening. The ac-
celeration of the economy,
from 1991-92 to 92-93 is
hardly noticeable. If we look al
the growth performance of the
dynamic economies of Asia our
record is cerjainly very disap
pointing. Admittedly, even a 4
per cent growth rate could be
quite acceptable for a mature
developed economy but a de-
veloping couniry cannot
escape the poverty trap if it
fails to move at a much faster
rate. But the low growth rate is
not our only problemn. The

downward trend of rates of
growth in key sectors is an-
other concern

The overall weakening in
economic activity is also mani
fested in developments in the
electricity and gas sector
where the rate of growth de-
clined to 12.4 per cent in
1992-93 from 17.5 per cent in
the previous year. In the agri-
culture sector, despite
favourable weather conditions.,
the rate of growth has de-
clined from 2.1 per cent to 2
per cent. One need not be sur-
prised at this development.
How can we expect farm pro-
duction to grow if the farmers
are unable to recover even the
cost of their inputs? Asf ex-
pected under the circum-
stances, this has had a negative
impact on the whole economy.

While all the subsidies on
agricultugal inputs have been
withdrawn the government has

hah AMS Kibria
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also ™ failed 1o take effective
sieps o support the price of
rice through procurement
The Hangjzldrqh Bank 1s con
cerned at the situation It
knows that payment of remu-
nerative prices for farm output
is one of the ways in which the
EC 0o can be stimulated.
Indeed It is a matter of com-
mon sense. In an economy
dominated by the farm sector
the demand for industrial
goods and a variety of services
depends on the health of the
agricultural sector

There can be no differemce
of opinion that increase in in-

vestment in different produc-
tive sectors is indispensable to
generate income, employment
and growth. Yet the rate of in-
vestment has been disappoint-
ing. The government is tireless
in claiming on every possible
occasion that the macro-eco-
nomMc indicators are favourabile
today. If so., what is stopping
the entrepreneurs and in
vestors from coming forward?
In the last financial year a sum
of 1074 crore was set aside for
investment buf actually only
719 crore were sanctioned.

In the current financial year
the target has been set at 1700
crore but until last month only
500 crore has been sanctioned
of which 368 crore has been
disbursed. Small wonder that
the picture is so bleak. Instead
of a sincere attempt to identify
the real reasons for this situa-
tion the government has been
busy in finding scapegoats.

However. the people and in
particular, the investors are
aware of the effort by the gov-
erniment to shift the responsi-
bility for its failure on others.
The Bangladesh Bank is
concerned at the decline in
the volume of imports. For the
first time in ten years we have
had a a current account sur-
plus of $ 103 million. The real
reason for the increase in our
foreign exchange reserve is
the decrease in imports on the
oné hand and an increase in
remittances on the other,
Remittances rose last year by
125 per cent. The govern-
ment can hardly take credit
for this factor. But even a
more serious issue is the [ail-
ure of the government 1o
utiise aid resources and to
implement the Annual
Development Plan [(ADP)
During the first fivée months of
the current financial year the
government has implemented
only 16 per cent of the ADP
Last year this time it was |8
per cent, This fatlure, | dare
say, is perhaps the principal
reason for the current stagna-
tion of the economy. There is
no shortage of foreign ex-
change, tax collection and do-
mestic resource mobilisation
efforts are reported to be satis-
factory and yet projects are
not getling implemented. It is
generally accepted that in an
economy like ours where the
private sector is too small and
undeveloped it is the level of
investment in the public sec-
tor which determines the
pace of overall growth. The
government has not come up
with any explanation about this
dismal state of affairs. Even il
it is assumed that the rate of
implementation will double

Leprosy-a Major Public Health Problem

by Md Anowarul Islam Khan and Ms Manuara Begum

Today, January 30, is being observed as World Leprdsy Day. Efforts are on to cure and prevertt

leprosy, a disease most dreaded socially, in many countries of the world, including
However, an optimum awareness towards social understanding
rehabilitation of the treated patients thereof, is the need of the hour,

Bangladesh.

of the disease itself and

districts. The epidemiology indi-
cales that greater districts: of
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Mymensingh,
Sylhet and Chittagong stand
next in the peak order of
prevalence. So far 100 thanas of
the districts have been identi-
fied as endemic for leprosy.
There are about 1.5 lac leprosy
cases in differenit parts of the
country of whom 20-25% are of
infectious nature.

There exists a superstition
that leprosy is a curse of God.
But leprosy is just a communi-

cable disease caused by a bacil-
lus known as mycobactrium

laprae infecting also healthy
persons through skin and nose
by prolonged and close contact
with an infected person. The
disease primarily affects the
skin, mucous membrane and
peripheral nerves. It also affects
muscle, eyes, certain internal
organs such as kidney, liver
and adrenal and the male testi-
cles !

Clinical Manifestation

and Consequences
Leprosy as we know is di-

“vided into two types — infec-

tious and non-infectious. Many

skin patches and nodules with
symmetrical distribution on

both sides. of the body specially
on earlobes and face are mani-
festations of infectious type of
leprosy. The non-infectious type

ing heavy toll of human lives
every day. . | '

Unless traffic rules are
strictly enforced, drivers made
to obey the rules and the de-
faulters put on summagg trial
on the spot, lanés are segre-
gated/earmarked on the city
roads for fast and slow moving
vehicles, the situation would
go from bad to worse with the
ever increasing number of ve-
hicles. It is not difficult to im-
plement the above or such
suggestions. Men, material and
laws are there. What is needed
is the will to do the job — vig-
orous motivation and strict su-
pervision. '

When a defaulter of law
finds that he/she can go with
impunity or by "managing"”
things, the indiscipline on
roads and disrespect for law
would be on the increase, It is
not the vehicle operators alone
who are responsible for the vi-
olation of traffic rules. the law
enforcing agencies are equally
guilty of not enforcing the
same on the roads. Observance
of periodical traffic weeks is
not enough. Rules should be
enforced every day and at ev-

ery point fercing the recalci-
trants to be law abiding ones.

The "couldn't careless” atti-
tude of the law enforcing
agencies are, is in fact indirect
encouragement to the law
breakers and the publie to take
the law in their own hands.
This is a dangerous trend for
the future of the country Will
the police authority take the
responsibility of this social de-
generation?

H R Chowdhury
Moghbazar, Dhaka

is characterised by one or two
skin patches with loss of or im-
paired sensation to touch, pain
and temperature,

In acute stage, the patient
loses strength of muscle and
eye sight. has disarticulated
fingers of hands and legs, de-
velopd geferal phiysicdl debility
and even dies. Presumably, be-
cause of the manifest ugliness
of advanced leprosy and the de-
formities it can cause, the dis-
ease is feared more than any
other. A fear also, over the pe-
riod., has grown that any
leprosy is highly contagious and
incurable, with the result that
social ostracism is apparent
twfr_',rwhtre which causes pa-
tients to <conceal early lesions
just at the time when it could
be cured more rapidly. External
manifestation of the disease re-
sults in loss of jab, social secu-
rity and status. The patients are
rendered destitute dand resort to
begging, in most cases,

Control Programme

The government has under-
taken leprosy control pro-
gramme in the country. At the
moment there are three Govt.-
managed leprosy hospitals one
each in Dhaka. Sylhet and
Nilphamari with a total bed
strength of 130, to provide
medicare services to the pa-

In addition to that, interna-
tional voluntary organisations
run live leprosy hospitals one
each in Nilphamari, Thakur-
gaon, Tangail, Moulvibazar and
Chittagong having a total
strength of 250 beds. The Govt.
has extended facilities for
dia
leprosy patients i all the
modernised hospitals, TB
clinics, thana health complexes
and union health sub-centres.
Another 110 leprosy treatment
centres are alsq,in operation in
rural areas.

Prevention and
Rehabilitation

The multiple consequences
of leprosy call for creating a
favourable environment for pre-
vention of the menacing dis-
ease. Social awareness should
be created through compre-
hensive health education cam-
paign towards prevention and
control of leprosy. The patients
and their family should be in-
formed and advised about regu-
lar treatment. repeated exami-
nation of contact, prevention of
disabilities and protection of
children. The people should be
made aware that leprosy is not
as contagious as other commu-
nicable diseases such as diar-
rhoea. tuberculosis, measles,
diphtheria, tetanus etc. The

' Technical graduate

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn to an employment ad-
vertisement of Public Health
Nutrition Institute, Gowt of
Bangladesh, Mohakhali, Dhaka
which appeared in the press at
the fag end of last year.

~ Unfortunately the pay and
status of Agriculture Graduates
have been degraded in that ad.

As per the existing govt order,

the engineering, medical, agri-
culture, forestry, fisheries, tex-
tile graduates are recognized as
technical graduates and treated
equivalent to general masters
degree holders. These technical
graduates are entitled to get
their pay on first appeintment
in the NPS of Tk. 2850-5155/-.

The govt has also allowed these
graduates to draw a technical
pay as personal pay. We sin-
cerely hope that the authority of
the concerned institute will cor-
rect their ad aecordingly and is-
sue a fresh one. '

M Zahidul Haqgue,
Gen Secy, BAI Teachers' Assocy,
Dhaka.

'War against
corruption’
Sir, This, however belated,
refers to the letter published on
6:11.93 in The Daily Star under

the above caption by an old citi-
2ET11.

| do not want to hurt the
writer of that letter, but 1 want
to relate a story from the Greek
mythology. The story is about a
Greek hero. Pelops, son of
Tantalus. In childhood he was

killed and cooked by his father,
who served his flesh to the
gods. They, however, restored
him to life. As a youth he was
given a presenit of wonderful

- horses by the god Poseidon. and

became highly skilled at driving.
Therefore, when Oenomaus,
king of Pisa, offered the hand of
his daughter Hippodamia to
anyone who could beat him in a
chariotrace. Pelops entered for
the contest. although 13 suitors
had already been killed by
Oenomaus for having lost. But
the new competitor bribed the
king's charioteer, Myrtilus, to
remove the linch-pins from his
master's vehicle. Thus Oeno-
maus was thrown and fatally
injured. Pelops ftnarried his
daughter and succeeded to his
throne. He took care to get rid
of Myrtilus by drowning him in
the sea. With his dying breath
Myttilus cursed Pelops, whose
descendants suffered. accord-
ingly. though Pelops himself
seems (o have died peacefully.

From the above story it is re-
vealed that corruption is a part
of the society. [t was, it is and it
will be. But it is limited among
a few ones. Mosi people of the
society, though they are not so
inflgential and can only play an
insignificant role., are honest
and garn their livelihood thro-
ugh uncorrupt means. Hence
the letter writer referred to has
the cause to believe that the
majority people would support
him; only let him ¢ome out of
the pseudonym and start the
war by boldly uttering against
the ill-doers.

Kazi Nasim Ahmed
131/2, Malibagh st Lane,
Dhaka-1217

is and tréaiment of

disease is curable and it could
be prevented as well.

Leprosy patients should not
be discriminated against in so-
ciety. They should be given ade-
quate opportunities to partici-
pate in the development and so-

desh Bank Report: State of thé Economy

investment in different productive sectors is

during the r seven
months. the final rate of im-
plementation will be well be-
low 60 per cent.

The government. | am sure,
is keen on finding out the rea-
son for this failure Instead of
looking for scapegoats it
should look at itself. Has is
been providing the kind of
firm political leadership that is
necessary to steer the econ-

are witnessing with dismay a
virtual collapse of the adminis-
trative structure due to the
escalating dispute between the
different cadres. Has there
been a beld initiative or any
serious effort to resolve the
dispute and assert the author-
ity of the governmefit? A re-
sponsible democratic

ment must take the difficult
decisions necessary for good
governance. It has the mandate

the internecine guarrel be-
tween the different services of

] : the
brunt of this failure of political
will. Indeed the current eco-
nomic malaise and near-chaos
that prevails in the adminis-
tration raises basic gquestions
about the present govern-
ment's competence. As elec-
tions loom voters have started
asking some awkward gues-
tions about its record. The im-
patience of the people with
delays and excuses is increas-
ingly clear. The time for reck-
oning may have arrived.

cial activities with other -sec-
tions of the community.
Rehabilitation is also an im-
portant aspect of leprosy control
programme. [t means that phys-
ical and mental restoration of
the treated patients be ensured
facilitating their normal activity,
so that they may resume their
position in the family, in society
and in work places with dignity.
Social organisations may come
up with appropriate programme
in rehabilitating leprosy pa-
tients. There is a need tp sup-
plement Govt. efforts in mitigat-
ing the sufferings of the people
as well as towards accelerating
national progress and social

~ justice.

(

‘Polythene possesses a
number of tempting qualities.
These are it being durable,
somewhat elastic, water proof.
capable of making airtight con-
tainers, light in weight and
above all cheap in price. Due to
its decided advantages. poly-
theme has come to be used
largely for making shopping
bags for about a decade in
Bangladesh (earlier they were
in restricted use). By now a
good number of polybag indus-
tries has been set up in the
country. Despite their peren-
nial durability we are habitu-
ated in throwing the polybags
away after one time use. This is
because of their ultra-low
price. However. most of the
dropped bags are collected by
street urchins. These are liqui-
fied by burning and recycled to
coarser plastic items such as
Jjugs, mugs, bowls etc. One may
see such liquifying plants near
Kamalapur Railway Station.

But polythene is not an un-
mixed blessing. Natural pro-
duces of every kind are subject
to natural degradation and re-
cycling. Such natural degrada-
tion is otherwise <¢alled
biodegradation. But a number
of artificial products (j.e. fac-
tory-products] are semi-
degradable and even non-
degradable. Polythene goods
fall in the latter group. Thus
polythene is anti-environmen-
tal. This artificial product op-
poses the natural material and
energy cycles. The uncollected
polythene and plastic goods
block the nutrient cycle of soil
and also the water drainage
system. Besides, some recent
research reveals that the poly-
thene and plastic goods have
carcinogenic effects. Therefore
polythene has caused so much
concern in this era of envi-
ronment consciousness,

Scientists all over the world
are busy In seeking some al-
ternatives. Jute is such an al-
ternative. Respected columnist
S B Chaudhuri threw light on
the matter recently (DS: 13-
12-93). "It is thought that jute
offers good prospects for sup-
planting polythene shopping
bags" — he commented. It is
known that an industrial com-
plex including a jute pulp plant
has been proposed to be set up
in the country by a foreign
firm. Cellophane paper from

‘tions are (ar from being satis-

biodegradable products)
Germany or elsewhere. invent

jute pulp may also be manufac-
tured. By this time a type of
biodegradable polythene has
been prepared in Germany and
polybags have been manufac-
tured. This Information has

| been supplied by H. Lechner

Directress, German Cultural
Centre, Dhaka (vide her letter

\ DS: 26-12-83)

| Bio-degradable Polythene

The government of Bang-
ladesh has decided Lo close
down the polythene shopping
hag-industries very soon.
However. some such industries
may operate in the export pro-
cessing zones manufacturing
exclusively for export. The de-
cision on the closure wal
taken sometime last year
(1993). The time given to_the
industrialists is a few mnnthll
only. But we all are to realize
that sudden changes often
tend to disastrous eﬂ'cctn.l
Questions arise what would the
instruments of polybag indus-
tries be used for? Are they ex-
portable items? How will the
bank-loan matters of such in-
dusiries be dealt with? Are we
able to manufacture alterna-
tive, more- less equally advan-
tageous, shopping bags just
now? Answers to these ques-

factory.

Then why not more realis-
tic and thoughtful steps be
taken to gradually bring down
the production and ultimately]
stop (as asked by learned let-
ter writer Motius Samad
Chowdhury, DS: 21-12-93)?|
Columnist S B Chaudhuri also
suggested arrangements for
retraining of the displaced
workforce of polybag indus-
iries to be able to get new
jobs. "Shouldn’t there be a|
safety net programme for|
them?" — he questioned. The
government must think over
the matter for greater wellbe-
ing of the nations.

Considering ins and outs, 1
would like to suggest the fol-
lowing steps: 1) The govern-
ment's ultimatum would better
be shifted to the end of this
fiscal year (upto June, '94); 2)
the re-use of polybags. as much
as possible, should be en-
sured; 3) the fisers should not [
cast the bags hither and
thither; 4) the polybag indus-
trialists may take the respon-
sibility of making the public
aware of the hazard of their
products: 5) some of the
plants may be transferred the
export processing zones (what
about hazards in foreign coun-
tries?); 6) the industrialists
having polybag dice may im-
porl technology (to prepare
from

s

themselves and make bilode-
gradable polythene products
after the expiry of rescheduled
time; 7) low-cest shopping
bags are to be prepared from
jute pulp — the cellophane
paper from jute pulp may be
the best answer to the

R:nhh-m
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