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It is Far More than Hurting
Just One NGO

In September '92 some 42 thousand mulberry
trees were planted on the waysides of the three
unions Achargaon, Chandipasha and Nandail.
This was part {1% a project taken up by an NGO to
introduce sericulture in this part of Mymensingh.
This aimed not only to augmenting national wealth
but indeed more to t-.mﬁluyment generation in the
area. The plants %rﬂw eautifully for 16 months,
thanks to 55 local women volunteers who on re-
ceipt a paltry daily support of 3 kilograms of wheat
cared for them faultlessly and with love. Now, some
organised miscreants have started cutting the

lants down. By mid-January most of the plants
ve been telled.

%;Ele silky approach to poverty alleviation is
nothing new. More than two decades back the emi-
nert economist Mohammad Anisur Rahman had
very persuasively campaigned for Explnmnﬁe[he
Silken wealth hanging down from each mulberry
tree. As if to vindicate him. although, other belat-
edly, Rajbari has taken up sericulture with a bang,
S0 to say. Anyone travelling to Rajbari via
Gualando more would unfailingly be impressed by
the unending array of mulberry trees lining the
highway. Yes, Rajbari is already ﬂmduring very fine
silk sarees and a variety of other silk pieces at
#rices competitive with Rajshahi and at times even
_,-gxcelling that traditional silk centre in quality. The
,-Rajbari success is heart-warming. Led by an NGO
it was the ordinary people who materialised the

thing in an attempt to get out of the vicious grip of
unemployment and poverty. |

The three unions of Nandail thana were headed
for the same kind of success in employment gen-
eration, specially for women, and pove allevia-
tion who can it be whom the prospect did not suit?

- Vandalism worked on trees is reprehensible
~-enough in environment-threatenéd Bangladesh.
= But these do not seem to be isolated cases of loot-

,ing trees for fuel or timber. The circumstances
.4point to a calculated raid mounted on some
~demented idea of the mulberries portendin
> some change in the social status quo. e
+“calculations became inescapably clear when some
*.'semi-formal literary centres of the area, run tgr the

same NGO, were attacked and rampaged. Some
people, obviously organised, are out to stall any
attempt at changing the lot of the people by
industry and education. Their challenge is
~ blatantly clear for all to grasp at what motive is
~behind their actions. This is no simple act of crime.
~“This is against man and his society, against social
~and economic and cultural progress. Without the

-Zachievement of a minimum level of progress in
-Jhese sectors, society is bound to stagnate and rot
~and decline. They are as such against Bangladesh

“tself. |
s can raise questions about any NGO ac-
--tivities. If any organised group has serious objec-
“ tions about the activities of a specific NGO, that
also can be ventilated in a systematic, and legally
permissible, way. But to burn down schools, or cut
down trees, are acts of vandalism that the govern-
ment must stop — and do so at once. at the
hp‘]'xdl s in Nandail are wreaking falls neatly into
“a‘pattern. If government prefers to leave the NGOs,
“or precisely the hapless women and men out
there on the spot to the wolves to e, it would
do worse than opposing them directly by restricting
or hanning them. The price for such an act of per-
fidy would be too high to both the government ands
society :

What is badly wanted of the government in this
situation is immediate action packing such power
as can thwart the Nandail nightmare effectively and

. nip it so that the same cannot sprout anywhere

- else in the country. The question of the rights and
wrongs of NGOs, if there be any, can be sorted out
independent of this serious development- and later
at a more propitious-time.

The government must take an unambiguous po-
sition on the matter and act, without any further
delay. Or it will harm itself irreparably.

And Now, Cows on the

- Runway |

It-seems that ZIA's security is crumbling from all
sides. After several cases of illegal passengers

- boarding aircraft and entering the airport security
zone, we now have, according to a report in a
Bangla daily, a horde of cows — seven to be exact
— leisurely wandering about on the runway. The
newly appointed E:ersnnnel of the private security
organisation, Shield, rounded up the cews and pre-
vented any disruption of flights.

It is not usual that cows and aircraft compete for
the use of ZIA's runway. However the fact that se- .
vere gaps exist in ZIA's security network have come
to the surface repeatedly in the last few weeks. The
first thing to realise about security, is that it is a
very serious business. It is quite al{:;art from re-

.Btriction, which is how it is commor y understood
when we talk about security in our country,
Creating more restrictive measures here and there,

-and harassing innocent or uninformed passen-
jgtérs are not going to enhance ZIA's security.

+ Second thing to remember is that ensu security
at airports is a highly sophisticated business requi-
ring professional skills, which cannot be sub-
stituted either by pious intentions, or by seniori-
ty of jobs. Anc:r ﬁ]’lﬂll}". we must also under-
stand that security is an expensive business. We
need to have adequate technical knowhow and:

appropriate gadgets to provide effective secu-
ri
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o
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- We would like to argue that the lapses in ZIA's
security that have occurred recently, were due to a

- combination of the above factors. We strongly sug-

. Best that a very serious effort be made, perhaps
with the help of the security agencies of the coun-
try, to devise a highly professional plan for security
at our international and national airports. The
plan must provide maximum flexibility for the

ssengers, yet ensure their highest security.

€ hiring of a private security agency may be
_alr?ht' to prevent the entry of unauthorised people,
and of course of the occasional wandering cows.
However to defeat the purpose of any organised °
attempt to breach security,. we need a more
professional approach. We must remember that
the breaches that have dccurred so far, have all
been amateurish attempts, at best. What will

. happen, when more sophisticated attempt comes

'about?

- Finally we would like to suggest stern demon-
strative actions against those who try to breach se-
curity at ZIA. In this regard we regret that no ac-
tion — so far to our knowledge — has been taken
against a group of workers who attacked and dam-
-aged the airport recently.

!

| allegedly because the

N anothers of foreign
I policy, a disunction is

often made between a
high foreign poliey” and a "low
torergn  policy The lormer
concerns natlonal security and
survival while the latter deals
with matters relating to foreign
trade, investment and financial
iransactons, including aid.

Once the high foreign policy is

glven due care., the next
objective of any country's
foreign policy is to promote

econotmic advancement through
pursuit of low foreign policy If a
country's low foreign policy is
directed towards securing aid
only at the sheer neglect of
trade and investment, the fate
of the country might be sealed
to aid dependency and in that
case, a sell-sustaining growth
might appear as a lorlorn hope.

Aid Driven Foreign
Policy

Since its birth as a sovereign
nation. like many other least
developed countries,
Bangladesh's low foreign policy
was largely influenced by politi
cal considerations The initial
leaning towards the Indo- Soviei
axis for aid, trade and invest
ment was the outcome of the
role of the allies during the war
of liberation The economic im
peratives were. needless to
memntion, quite different from
the political ones. As |t
emerged, there could hardly be
a happy marriage between the
two, For example, the conven
tional lending pattern of the
then USSR and Eastern Europe
could hardly match the short-
rup priority needs of the newly
— born state. On the other
hand, economic relations with
Western countries and China
were viewed with suspicion;
probably, because of their role
during the war of liberation.

The abrupt change of
Government in August 1975

Irade Policy is Foreign Policy

by Abdul Bayes

. was followed by a parametric

shift in our low foreign policy
agenda. The successive gov-
ernments. with their hearts on
securing more foreign aid. opted
for reviving old ties with the
USA and China. As a premium
to that switch of alignment,
massive inflow of aid was In ev-
idence from the principal donos
countries at the cost of a fall in
assistance from the erstwhile
friends. Bangladesh's stand on
various international issues at
that time also provided a fur-
ther impetus to the flow of eco-
nomic assistance 1o
Bangladesh

Although Bangladesh had
heen witnessing a flood of aid,
the drought with the (ragile
trade and investment climate
nevertheless, continued un-
abated The chilly bites of the
classical twogaps' in the econ
omy i.e the saving-investment
and the foreign exchange gap
continued to be felt by
Bangladesh. But. as said ear-
lier. because of a shift out of
Indo-Soviet axis. the uninter-
rupted aid inflow could heal the
wounds temporarily, Such an
‘easy access’ (o aid basket,
probably, made our policy-mak-
ers not only lukewarm (o a
“difficult journey” towards do-
mestic resource mobilization
but also made them impotent in
the hunt for trade and invest-
ment opportunities through
diplomatic parleys. Of course.
the international trade envi-
ronment was also not very
much friendly to Bangladesh
when the country relied heavily
on the exports of traditional
items. The successive coups ex-
acerbated the situation by
making political environment

volatile and unfriendly to for-
eign investment.
Change of Winds

Over the years some changes
took place both within and out-
side Bangladesh providing im-
portant ramifications to our na-
tional economy. For example, a
drift towards free trade as
against restricted regimes
world-wide, tended to suggest

that Bangladesh had to survive

through competition and not by
charity as far as trade and in-
vesimen! were concerned On
the other hand, the fall of
Communist regimes in the
USSR and Eastern Europe and
the consequent disintegration of
the states Into new republics
have opened up markets for ev-
ery country. The political
changes in the erstwhile com

munist countries, could how

ever. take toll of Bangladesh
economy. Given the massive aid
requireménts of these new.
fragile entities Bangladesh has
to compete with them for aid.
The emerging imperatives thus
necessitate a revision of our
thoughts on aid. investment
and trade. In a world of growing
competitiveness and a shrink-
ing aild climate, at is time to
heed the doctrine: "Trade Policy
is Foreign Policy”.

Doing by Seeing

Trade policy, nowadays, is
becoming the major determi-
nant of foreign policy in many
countries. For example, experts
tend to view that the recent
positive developments in the re-
lationship between China and
India which were at loggerheads
since 1962, could be adduced to
the needs being mutually felt
for growing trade and invest-
ments between these two giants

of Asia India and China are
also employing their foreign
policies Lo melt diplomatic ice
with other countries, .
with those in this part of the
world with a view to

their trade and investment.
Prompted by more or less simi-
lar considerations the mending
the fence is going on between
some other countries of the
worild

Looking for the Mines

To start with. Bangladesh
should have a close eye on
former Soviet Union as well as
on current Asia. Russia and
other countries in that part of
the world could be good mar-
kets for Bangladeshi leather
jute, toiletries, tea etc. These
markets appear to be in a fluid
state where” first come, first
serve’ could be the order of
things. The gulf states remain a
market for many of our non-
Traditional exportables
Bangladesh should also care-
fully watch the growth paths of
the giants like India and China.
It might be necessary to make
“Jute diplomacy” into an integral
part of Bangladesh's foreign pol-
Icy rather than leave it alone to
the premises of Commerce
Ministry. A strong diplomatic

drive should be on to convince -

India and China to give up their
peripheral jute productien and
buy from Bangladesh.
Bangladesh's growing compara-
tive advantage in Urea produc-
tion should propel a diplomatic
drive to the negotiations with
India, Nepal and even with Sri
Lanka to curb their growth of
import substitution. The NIC. in
their graduation parade, require
a hostof labor-intensive iriputs
and outputs which are being

PPP Govt Tries to Improve Human Rights

Sajjad Qureshi writes from Islamabad

HERE is a general belief
that poverty and human
; rights cannot co-exist in
the | run. So, Pakistan being
part ol south Asian area
identified one of the poorest in
the world, could not be
expected to become ideal place
where Human Rights con-
ventions could be enforced into
espectally when socio-religious
factors are also partly to be
blamed for aggravating the sit-
uation. L
But, the most telling effect
on the human rights situation
in Pakistan was due to the cre-
ation of one party or near one
party system in the country
sometimes in the name of rapid
economic progress and some-
times due to ideological basis of
the country's creation. It was
based on the hope that the ay-
thoritarian governments would
be more successful in carrying
out economic developments
than democratic governments.
Emulation of that concept
was not a wise step as the
hopes of development under an
authoritarian setup have'been
realised by a tiny minority of

The formation of first ever Human Rights Commission in Pakistan is an i

drawn from other Asian coun-
tries. Bangladesh could be a

suitable candidate in this re-

spect provided proper diplo-
matic initiatives are made any
the government invests more on
hypman resources development.
And last but not least,
Bangladesh- should make a
strong diplomatic bid te have an
office of the International Trade
Organization in Dhaka. That
would help the country in terms
of securing information on
world trade in goods and ser

vices as well as on investment

Putting the House in
Order

Our policy makers nowa-
days. have been talking about
"Economic Diplomacy” — a
timely call indeed. Newspaper
reports also suggest that the
government has already in-
stricted our diplomats to pur-
sue the diplomacy in right
earnest. However, few observa-
tions are in order in this re-
spect. v
"~ First, the slogan of
‘economic diplomacy”, to have a
practical meaning. necessitates
a reorientation in ‘our foreign
pelicy conception and rear-
rangements in the foreign office,
loo. Historically speaking. the
fleet of our diplomats were
trained as aid collectors travel-
ling with a beggar's bowl. In
many cases, aid di re-
qQuires projection of a vivid
Bangladesh e.g. millions need
food, the domestic resource
availability is meagre etc Trade
diplomacy requires just the op-
posite: the depiction of a bright

- potential In terms of output of

goods and services, the high-
lights on economics of invest-
ment in Bangladesh and the

the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) has be
made more effective with over-
hauling, if necessary. It needs
to be equipped with more highly
qualified professionals on ap-
propriate salary scales, be fully
autonomous in its operation
and be attached to the Prime
Minister's secretariat. The

iuurthm.kiltnputﬂu:hne
in order. f for the sake of

brevity. . we assume that
Bangladesh could capture a
vast market, the h of
crops might hecnmcmdif&uh
proposition due to the inelastic-
ity of domestic supply. Low
supply responses usually arise
from low investment in socio-
economic infrastructure, slow
pace in administrative and ju-
dicial reforms. red-topism and
absence of proper assistance to
exportiers. On the other hand,
the non-response of foreign in-
vestment to . despite
a volley of reformmn measures

a shower of words from pelicy
makers, should be an eye
opener to the real situation
more than anything else.
Vigourous diplomacy outside
and rigorous reforms inside
seen (0 be the calls of the hour.

The writer is a Professor of
Economics. Jahangirnagar

Universily.

Situation in Pakistan

mportant milestone in the

government's objective of promoting and protecting the human rights of all Pakistani citizen.

So, there have been lar more
political prisoners in Pakistan
than in the colonial days., and
religious and ethnic intolerance
came next in suppression of the
human rights.

The government of Pakistan
People's Party, itself a victim of
excesses of martial law and the
ensuring civilian facade created
by it, has been in the fore front
of the forces that voiced their
concern about the human
rights issues.

Now that the party is in
power there are signs already.
that the issue is in safe hands,
though they have to go a long
way before things could be set
right in many fields from child
labour to women's status and to
police excesses. :

The first emphatic commit-_
ment of the government came at
the recent world Human Rights
Conference. by the leader of the
Pakistan's official delegation to

Bhutto. She said that Pakistan
believed that there are three
challenges to the human rights
situation: One, the continued
suppression of the rights to self
determination. Two, the revival
of ethnic and religious conflicts.

Three, growing incidence of ex-

treme poverty and deprivation, -

particularly among the develop-
ing countries. ' '
With that background she
announced the formation of the
first ever Human Rights.
Commission in Pakistan, which
has been assigned the crucial
role of both menitoring and ad-
vising the government on in-
stances of abuse of human
rights in Pakistan, and to sug-

- gest remedial measures. The

national commission is enabled
to examine legislative and ad-
ministrative provisions in force
in Pakistan, as well as legisla-
tive proposals. and to take rec-
ommendations to ensure that

fundamental principles of hu-
man rights. The commission is
also empowered to recommend
to the new government the
adoption of new legislation as
well as the adoption of adminis-
trative measures, ’

Thus, the commission is an
important milestone irl the gov-
ernment's objective of promot-
ing and protecting the human
rights of all Pakistani citizens
without discrimination as to
caste creed or colour, in con-
formity with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

The establishment of the
Human Rights Commission was
followed by the party fune-
tionaries’ statements on the
separale electorate for women
and some judgements of the
Shariah court on the status of
womer, aimed at bettering the
human rights situation in the
country. The statements were
criticised inside and outside the

which also speaks of the impact
it would have on the human

- rights in that area. Pakistan

People’'s Party had promised in
its manifesio that it would re-
move the anomalies of the
Shariah court findings. the
Handood Ordinance and sepa-
rate electorate to make them
more compatible with the mod-
ern tmes.

The non-government organi-
sation, namely, Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan came
out very strong in favour of the
government moves and gave the
government their unstinted
support on the subject which it
rafely extended to any previous
government. A

The People’s party's govern-
ment in the piggest provimce of
Punjab has'also clamped a ban

- on the child labour which is

again considered a big step for-
ward in reforming the very dark
side of Pakistan's policy. Dark.,

dren are employed in two major
fields, carpet weaving and

brick-kilns whieh are classified
positively as bonded labour. The
third field comprises workshops
and many industries related to
construction. _

The present government has
also undertaken to bring about
reforms in another area of hu-
man rights condition arising out
of the abuse of wanton author-
ity by the government func-
tionaries. Why it happens is not
necessarily the requirement of
law or any social norm but the
wielding of authority is some-
time the main urge.

The recent arrest of ex-
boss of CIA in Karachi: No less
than a depuly Inspector general
of CIA was arrested for a num-
ber of illegal confinements and
kidnapping for extractin
money from the victims. T
man was a very important took
of the previous government.
Whatever the outcome of the
case they very fact that a high
and mighty has been brought to
explain his conduct to the legal
structure of theé country is quiet
a step in the right direction.

states in the pacific region only.  the conference, Begum Nusrat  these provisions conform to the  assembly by the vested interest  because a large number of chil- - — APP Feature
ARTHA Alicia was ove-

Stolen Baby Business Booming in El Salvador

' rtioyed to find work as

a maid in a high-class
residential neighbourhood of
San Salvador. A semi-literate

peasant and single mother, she
desperately needed a job. She

was even more pleased when - .

her new patrona (boss) said she

could take her nine-month-old

child, Jessica, along with her.
Less than six months later,

Martha Alicia reluctantly re-

turned to her village without the
child. Jessica was up for
"adoption” and would soon be
an her way to Canada.

In a subsequent police raid
ont two houses in San Salvador,
following a tip-off from unidenti-
fied sources, they found five
babies, among them tiny
Jessica. Two of the children al-

ready had their adoptions pa-

pers signed and sealed in favour
of Canadian parents and were
about to be taken out of the

- country.

The couple who owned the

1 houses — Martha Alicia's er-

ployers — were arrested and
charged with child theft.
According to police records,
they admitted to having sold 20
‘children to foreign couples at
around $ 10,000 a time. The
case triggered a series of police.
raids en other suspected "crib
houses" located in different

. Sir, Very often we blame the

NCB's and other banks for
charging higher rate of interest
from the borrowers. At present
the banks have reduced the rate
of interest on different pro-
gramme of lending. The banks
have got also option to change it
from time to time if situation so
demands. The international and
national non-government organ-
isations have got lot of socio
e€conomic programmes and ren- .
dering their services in rural
area to augment the economic
condition of the poor people.
Many of the NGO's have got
credit programmes of their own.
But they are reportedly charg-
ing exorbitant rate of interest
from the poor people, which
usually varies from 22 to 29 par
cent. Many of the NGO's have
expanded their areas of lending

my boss that I would not give

- first as they

pro-

An increasing number
adopting children. Ho

trafficking is going on
neighbourhoods of San
Salvador. - . '

More than 18 babies have

been taken into custody in re-
cent months. Although many of
the children had apparently le-
gal adopting papers already
made out to foreign couples,
eight people were charged with
a variety of offences related to
child theft.

According to Dr Victoria
Aviles, El Salvador's recently
aAppointed Children's
Ombudswoman, highly pref-
itable child trafficking is in-
creasingly going on under the
guise of legal adoption. She ex-
plained - "It is not a new prob-
lem but it's got' worse over the
past six year, and the victims
are generally poor people."

Martha Alicia is a typical
case. As a poor single mother
she was powerless to stop her
patrona stealing her baby. She
told local reporters : "I said to

i * T — -

grammes are giving them a
handsome profit. And many a
poor people finding no other al-
ternative, is taking the loan and

- handing over the entire amount

of profit to the lenders. As a re-
sult the poor people are passing
their days purely on loan money
for years together. This indige-
nous banking will not help al-
leviation of poverty, rather it
will make a poor man purely a
dependent man.

The NGO's should charge ac-
‘tual cost of loan money from
the borrowers and only the ser-
vice charges. There should not
be any profit motive. The NGO's
are helping organisation and
are not village money lenders.
And it is expected the NGO's
will consider
have come with a
big motive to serve the people.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury

153, Lake Circus, Kalabaghan,
Iihees |

the social aspect .

Michael Lanchin writes from San Salvador

of European and North American couples look to Central America. for

wever, recent cases discovered in El
under the guise of legal adoptions.

up my baby but they took her
away and then sent me to wotk
in another house."”

When palice arrested Martha
Alicia's bosses, a Canadian
couple had already paid more
than $4,000 for Jessica and
were awaiting delivery. It seems
that they believed that the
child's mothér was fully aware
of what appeared to be a legal
adoption.

According to official records,
135 Salvadorean children were
adopted by foreign parents in

the first six months of last year,
only 15 less than in the whole -

of 1992. The official figures
however, do not indicate how
may of these children were
given up by willing mothers, or
how many were taken from
them by force. -

- Felipa, a 20-year-old street
seller, had her baby stolen.
While recovering in the city's
maternity hospital she had been
befriended by a wealthy woman

—_— e

Vox populi

Sir, Our Information Mini-
ster recently said that the pre-
sent gdemocratie government
believed in free flow of inf8rma-
tion in the country. "The pre-
sent government is accountable
and transparent” he said.

We feel that the present
democratic government is better
than previous governments. But
unfortunately the present gov-
ernment does not appear to be
discharging its duties and re-
sponsibilities with regard to ac-
countability and transparency

effectively and efficiently.
We find there is a gig com-

munication gap between the
government ,and the people.
From time to time many impor-
tant, critical, constructive and
even adverse reports, editorials
arnd |etters are published in na-
tional dailies and weeklies per-
taining to various government
policies, activities, irregularities,
negligence, lapses and omis-

-_IL——-|_—E_.__
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who called herself Beatrice.
When Felipa checked out of the
hospital, Beatrice offered to buy
the new-born baby for six thou-
sand colones (around $950).
Although Felipa refused,
Beatrice insisted on visiting her
at home during the next four
months. Eventually she stopped
coming. Three weeks later
Felipa was tricked into handing
over the child to a young man

who said he would help sort out

the baby's birth certificate.
Felipa immediately went to
the police to denounce
'Beatrice." When the authorities
raided her house, they found
three babies, four playpens, 20
bottles and 31 cans of powdered
milk. ’ !
According to the nannies
who worked for Beatrice (now in
hiding in Guatemala or the
United States), their bass had
arranged at least four adoptions
for English couples. Felipa's

sions but most of the time the
relevant authorities simply
maintain silence. This creates
confusion and doubt in the
minds of the people.

It may be mentioned here
that our political leaders ex-

Ppress their opinion and views

on different matters and issues,
they criticise or support the

government by holding public
meetings, press conferences,
addressing Jatiya Sangsad or
issuing press releases. But for
the members of the public there
is only one way to express their
opinions, views, problems and
difficulties publicly on personal
matters, local, national or in-
ternational affairs and that is

only through the letters' to the
editor column of the newspaper

and periodicals.

‘We strongly feel that the
government is morally bound to
go through each and every letter
published in the national
dailies, take necessary action,
Issue a clarification or rejoinder

Salvador suggest that illicit child

them.

Edith Herrara, head of the
government unit which suppos-
edly .supervises all adoptions,
said that she ha no water-tight
method for detecting whether
the cases are genuine. She ex-
plained that under Salvadorean
law, neither the biological
mother, nor the foreign adoptive
parents are obliged to present
themselves to the authorities.
The lawyers can arrange most
things through written consents
from the parties.

It is clear from recent cases
that when unable to obtain the
mother's consent, lawyers sim-
ply put another woman's name
on the child’'s birth certificate.
Dr Aviles explained that the
loopholes in current laws are so
wide that a child’s identity can
be changed‘in less than an hour
at a town hall, paying a fine of
under 10 US cents. ;

She does not dispute, how-
ever, that there are legitimate

as and when ncﬁtssar}'. -

If the mémbers of the public

- go on writing letters in the let-

ters’ to the editor column and
the government offices and
public sector corporations con-
tinuously keep sitting idle there

. is no justification for press free-

dom on the one hand and the
government claim of account-
ability and transparency on the
other.

We would request our
Minister for Information, Press
Information Department, con-
cerned government offices and
public sector corporations to
kindly take special note of the
letters of the members of the
public published in the news-
papers and periodicals in the
interest of welfare of the people,
development of the country, in-
stitutionalisation of democracy
and accountability and irans-
parency in the government,

O H Kabir
Dhakea- | 203.

cases for adoptlun* especially
since 12 years of civil war in E] -

Salvador have left a significant
number of orphaned or un-
wanted children. Yet, for Dr
Aviles, there is an urgent need
to tighten up current laws with
the principal aim of protecting
the child's rights.

Her office has proposed a
number of basic reforms in the
law, including stricter controls
on the issuing of passports to
minors, a more detailed set of
criteria for selecting and
approving potential adoptive
parents; and, most importantly,
a follow-up procedure which
ensures control over foreign
parents who adopt Salvadorean
children.

According to Dr Aviles, this
is the area where most control
is needed, since there is practi-
cally no control over what be-
comes of the children once
are handed ovet to the forei
adoptive parents. i

The Salvadorean Catholic
church recently denounced an
Increase in trafficking of vital
organs, possibly extracted from
children taken out of the coun-
try for adoption. There have
also been stories, as yet uncor-
roborated, of organ trafficking
from neighbouring Honduras
and Guatemala. '

— GEMINI NEWS

Scheme

Sir, Deposit Pension Scheme
became very popular after its
introduction. The present prac-
tice is ‘that account holders
have to deposit their monthly
instalments by 8th of every
month. But if a person desires
to deposit his instalments of the
whole year in advance, Sonali
Bank branches refyse to accept
it. Advance payment of whole
year's instalments goes in
favour of the Bank! Despite
this, it is not understood why
the Sonali Bank is reluctant to

accept it.

May |, therefore request the
Sonall Bank méanagement and
Ministry of Finance to look into
the matter and issue necessary
Instructions in this regard to
relevant bank branches

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantorvment. Dhaloa



