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across the Atlantic
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The offices of The Dhuily Star
will remain closed today on
account of the Holy Shab-e-
Barat. Therefore, there will
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PM's public meet
in city today

BNP chairperson Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
will address an election meet-
ing at the Manik Mia Avenue
this afternoon in favour of BNP
mayor candidate Mirza Abbas.
Senior BNP leaders and mayor
candidate Mirza Abbas will also
address Lhe meeting. reporis

UNB.
Hasina's public
meet tomorrow

Awami League president
and Leader of the Oppeosition

in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
will address an election cam-
paign rally in favour of her
mayor candidate Mohammad
Hanif at 2:30 pm tomorrow
Senior leaders of the party,
mayor candidate Mohammad
Hanif and other leaders of the
party will also address tLhe
meeting. reporis UNB.

Indian envoy
hosts reception

The High Commissioneg of
india in Bangladesh K Rag-
hunath held a reception yes-
terday evening at his residence
on the occasion of India's 45th
Republic Day. Deputy Speaker
Humayun Khan Panni, Agri-
culture Minister Majed-ul Haq.
State Minister for Planning Dr
Abdul Moyeen Khan, diplomats
and high civil and military offi-
oials atltended the function.

reports BSS.
61 more Rohingyas
go home

COX'S BAZAR. Jan 26: Sixty-
one Rohingya refugees volun-
tarily went back to their
homes in Myanmar today rais-
ing the total number of repa-
triated refugees to 52485
Official sources told BSS here
tonight this 125th batch of
repatriation was seen off by
UNHCR representatives along
with Bangladesh officials [rom

Noyapara (ransii. camp al
Teknaf here today
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Plan formulated to
reactivate BSRS -

Indian

A comprehensive plan has
been formulated to reactivate
the dormant Ba Shilpa
Rin Sangstha (BSRS), accord-
ing to official sources.

Under the plan, the BSRS
expects to mobilise Tk 86
crore by the end of the current
year by issuing debentures.
realising overdue loans and
starting commercial banking.

Sources say, the BSRS plans
to start commercial banking
from July this year and a floor
of the Sharif Mansion Iin
Motijheel has already been
rented.

The authorities of the BSRS
are expecting Tk 15 crore by
the year-end as bank-deposits,
Tk 50 crore from debentures
and Tk 21 crore from the loa-
nee entrepreneurs of its pro-
jects.

The Sangstha has also est-
mated that it needs Tk 115
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By Sohel Manzur

crore for BMRE (balancing,
modernisation, rehabilitation
and expansion) of the projects
financed by it.

At present, the BSRS has
only Tk 29 crore in its re-
serves and if the planned funds
can be mobilised, it can easily
meet the requirement for
working capital and funds for
BMRE of the projects.

The BSRS has identified 63
projects as viable and has been
considering their rehabilita-
tion through rescheduling of
loan liabilities by waiver of in-
terest and, in exceptional de-
serving cases, through the
debt-equity swap mechanism.

The Sangstha is also plan-
ning to revitalise some of the
projects which have become
sick primarily because of weak
managemsent.

The corporation is consid-
ering new financing on selec-
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tive basis. Joint ventures and
projects like the export-ori-
ented finished leather goods
manufacturing units, knitted
fabrics, elecironics and com-
puter software, were identified
by the BSRS as the priority in-
dustries for financing.

At present, the BSRS's lia-
bility to the government is Tk
97.46 crore, of which Tk 34
crore is overdue. The out-
standing loan of the en-

_trepreneurs of BSRS-financed

projects to the corporation is

_about Tk 900 crore. Tk 605 of

that amount is now overdue,

The number of non-per-
forming projects of the BSRS
is 109. of which 42. projects
are now closed. while the
number of performing projects
is 39.

The number of intermit-
ltently performing projects is,

Scce Page 12 Col B
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Elect my partymen for

development : Khaleda

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 26. Pri-
me Minister and BNP chair-
Khaleda Zia said

programune,
mm&m uPCom-
ing city corporation polls. have
become active to mislead the
people with false propaganda.

"As the country is heading
towards progress, these parties
have nothing to do than criticise
the government.™ m Zia

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing an election meeting in
the port city during her day-
long campaigning in support of
her party’'s mayoral candidate
for the Chittagong City Cor-
poration Mir Md.Nasiruddin.

Begum Zia the elec-
torate to voig for partymen
to spearhead the ongoing devel-

opment programmes without
being swayed by the propa-
ganda of the opposition parties.

She said "The present gov
ermment had spent, during the
last two years and seven
months, Tk 138 crore for devel-

opment works in Chitlagong
whereas only 80 crore Laka was

in nine years.” The development
works taken up for Chittagong
by the BNP government include
protection of the embankment.
improvement{ of the port and
installation of new telephones.
The BNFP Chairperson said:
"Those who were in power for

nine years did nothing for the

development of Chittagong |

though they are now making
"We struggied for nine years
to restore democracy in the
country and now you can [reely
exercise your right to franchise
in the city corporation polls.”
Begum Zia said, adding: "We
have introduced an accountable
administration.”

She announced that a full-
fledged television station would
be set up in Chittagong. Steps
will also be taken to make the

Chittagong port and the airport
of international standard.

Begum Zia said honest and
competent men would be
needed by the cily corporations
to, implement the development
programmes of the BNP gov-
ernment.

introducing Mir Nasiruddin,
Begum Zia urged the voters Lo
elect him as the mayor to en-
sure the development of the
port city.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by the Minister for
Fisheries and Livestock Ab-
dullah Al-Noman and Mir Md
Nasiruddin.

Begum Zia, whose arrival
here today was delayed lor
some hours, due to inclement
weather. also addressed over a
dozen rallies besides undertiak-
ing extensive Mass contact
tours through the city. Tho-

rallies and cheered.

usands of people attended the I

ISLAMABAD, Jan 26: Pakis-
Lan its disappoint -
ment today on the Indian peace
package saying that the
proposals remained silent on
the core issue of Kashmir
plaguing relations between the
two . reports AFF

"We feel indian policy is Lo
talk on relatively less imporant
issues.” Foreign Secretary
Shaharyar Mohammed Khan
told reporters here in the first
official reaction Lo the latest
Indian mowve.

The proposals handed by his
indian counterpart Jyotindra
Nath Dixit to Pakistand High
Commissioner in New Debhi
Monday include measures (o

“make the line of control dividing

I p-.ﬂ;rl llirﬂ'ﬂviu at
the Alanker Cinema crossing in Chittagong

=
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Jamaat rejects
election deal
with BNP

The Jamaat-e-Islami yes-
terday rejected ‘any last
minute election deal with the
BNFP' in city corporation polls,
blaming some ruling party
leaders for spreading mislead-
ing propaganda that Jamaal
will vote for the BNP, reports
UNB.

“Being scared of Jamaat's
popularity. the governing party
al last resorted Lo false cam-

ign .. %whatever dreams (he

uling part may have, the
question of lending support to
anybody cannot arise at all.”

The remarks were made by
Jamaal Secretary General Mau-
lana Matiur Rahman Nizami al
a news conference at the party
central office in the morning.

He said the BNP was trying
to influence the city corpora-
tion elections by different
means. "Efforts are being made
to purchase votes by black
money.” Nizami alleged.

Replying to a question,
Nizami also ruled out any al-
liance with the ruling BNP in
future national election. "Why
should we share the failures of
the BNP and go for alllance
with the ruling party since we
belong to opposition?”

Nizami, whose party gave
official support to Begum
Khaleda Zia to form the gov-
ernment, said the BNP has se-
cured votes capitalising on 'La
llaha Ilallah’ and 'Bismillah In
last elections but stayed away
from these slogans after as-
suming power.

Kashmir into Indian and
Pakisidni sones as line ol peace
and tranguillity

it also calls for disengage-
ment of troops from the dis-
puted Siachen glacier and
broadening the scope of an ex-
isting agreement! barring atl-
tacks on each other's nuclear
facilities to cover population
centres and economic Largets as

Benazir appoints

1 1 more ministers

JSLAMABAD Jan 26 Pakis-
tant Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutic appoinied [ | new mi
nisters loday raising the si

ol her three month old
cabinet 10 |8 reports Reuter

well as paving the way for
eradication ol nuclear threat in
the subcontinent,

New Dethi invited Islamabad
to resume talks after a (wo-day
session between khan and Dixit
here on January 2-3 ended in

“India wants Lo
world that it is engaged in ne-
gotiations so that pressure of
the public optnion arld the gov
ernments is deflected from the
core issue lof Kashmir)," Khan
said

Géving his "preliminary reac-
tion” to what was described as
“non-papers” he said by and
large they contained the same
thing Dixit had indicated carlier
this month.

silence on Kashmir
pointing : Pakistan

i

Foreign exchange
regulations
simplified

Star Report ‘

The couniry's commercial
banks have been permitied to
go for forward dealings in any
valid foreign exchange transac-
tions independently by the
central bank. -

A circular issued by the
Foreign Exchange Division of
the Bangladesh Bank yesterday
also withdrew the restrictions
on swapping forex to help the
dealers cover their own risks
in forward transactions.

The Bangladesh Bank (BB)
also directed the scheduled
banks to close the forward
contracts within the terms
'without any exception' and
| said no renewal of contracts
would be allowed at previous
rates. If in any case, a contract
is renewed, the new agree-
I ment would be deemed as a

fresh coniract and the con-
cerned parties would have to
fix a new rate for transaction of
foreign exchange, the BB cir-
cular said.

To check unscrupulous
profiteering. the central bank
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| Campaigning closes at

mldmght tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

" Friddy midnight being the

| deadline for stopping all elec-

tioneering, the political parties
contesting the city corporation

polls are now frantically busy -

making last-minute efforts to

. win over the volers.

Under the election rules,
candidates have to stop cam-
paigning at | 48 hours be-
fore the midnight of election
day. The ruling BNP and the
Jatiya Party (JP) will hold their
concluding election rallfes in
the capital today. The Awami
League and the Jamaat-e-
Islami rallies are scheduled for
tomorrow, while Manzurul
Ahsan Khan of the Left Alliance
held his main rally on Tuesday.

The BNP rally will be held
at the Manik Mia Avenue at 3
this afternoon.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, along with other
leaders. will address the gath-
ering.

The Awami League's last
campaign rally is also sched-
uled at same time and venue
tomorrow. Sheikh Hasina will

be the. main speaker.

+» Meanwhile, Attorney Gene-
ral Aminul Huq will appear this
morning before a High Court
bench which Tuesday issued a
rule upon the Election
Commission, the Ministry of
Local Government and the
Dhaka City Corporation to
showcause why they should not
be directed to comply with the
direction of the Chief Election
Commissioner regarding viola-
tion of law and rules by the
candidates. '

The rule nisi was issued
upon a writ filed by~ the
Environmental Lawyers’
Association seeking an injunc-

tion restraining the Election.

Commission from holding the
polls on the already scheduled
date — January 30 — on
grounds of breach of the elec-
tion rules by the candidates.
With the elections knocking

at the door, the major political

parties have been trying to
explait the religious senti-

_menis of the voters to secure.

See Page 12 Col 1
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taken to check
rigging: CEC

Chief Election Commissioner
| Justice Abdur Roul said here
yesterday that special measures
had been taken to check any
rigging and false voting in Lhe
cily corporation polis on Janu-
ary 30, reports BSS.

In an exclusive interview
with the BSS. Justice Rouf said
the retuming officers of the four
divisions have been instructed
to monitor voling pattern in ev-
ery hour beginning 7 am by
providing the number ol votes
cast and also indicating the
number of ballot papers for
both the mayor and ward com-
missioner candidates.

Justice Rouf said the return-
ing officers would let the
Election Commission know
about the number of votes cast
in every half an hour after | pm
till the poa' r closed.

Four deputy election com-
missioners of the four divisions
— Dhaka Chittagong, Rajshahi

| and Khulna — would work as

the returning officers to conduct
the city corporation elections,
he said.

| The Chief Election Commi-

ssioner said the people. who
lost their faith in the election
process, had regained con
fidence in the election system
after the successful holding of
the parliamentary polis. in
1991 . "Our all out efforts are Lo
keep their (people s) hopes alive
in the future polls.” he added
Referring to the union coun
cil elections. he said the election

See Page 12 Col 2
Agargaon slums
dwellers served

eviction notice

Star Report

A scheduled visit by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to
the National Science and Tech
nology Museum at Agargaon
early next month is turning out
to be a bane for the slum
dwellers living in the area.

The squalters were served a
six-day eviction notice by the
concerned authorities in their
over-anxious bid to make the
neighbourhood look clean
during the auspicious visit,

The eviction notide issued
by the Executive Engineer of the
Works Division 1] at Sher e
Bangla Nagar on January 24
asked for the removal of all bus
tees  (stlums) from both sides of
the sireet leading Lo the mu
seum by January 30 or else

| Sev Mage 12 Col 6

Awanii League chiel Sheikh Hasina speaking
Hanif, her party'’s DCC mayor candidate, a
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at an election i‘tﬂy to
t the Mohakhali Wireless Gate in the city yester-

day : F
Special measures BNP using black
to woo voters:

‘mobilise sup for Md
— Star photo

money

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina yesterday accused Lhe
BNP government of using black
money to woo the voters in the
DCC elections as, according to
her, most of the city dwellers
were preferring the AlL's may-
oral candidate Mohammad
Hamnif.

Hasina made the allegation
while addressing rallies and
wayside gatherings during her
visit to different areas of
Gulshan n the capital yester-
day afternoon. |l

Alleging large-scale corrup-
tion in the administration. the
Opposition leader soliciled
votes for Hanif to eriable the AL
‘to establish a corruption-iree
city administration’. "Hanif is
an honest, efficient and sin-
cere man who always stood by
you." she told the voters who
gathered around her and
chanted slogans for Hanif and
his election symbol — the Fish.

The AL leader hoped the
city dwellers would evaluate
the qualities of a dedicated

politician like Hanil
Dismissing the contention

that there would be no devel-
opment if an opposition candi-
date were elected mayor,
Hasina said “those who believe
in such a claim age lving in a
fool's paradise”. The city cor

poration s run by the taxpay

ers money. she said and called
on the voters to give their ver-
dict in favour of Hanif so that
the public money could be

utilised properly.

Hasina warned against any
attempt to rig the city corpo-
ration polls and said the can-
sequences of rigging would be
serious.

While soliciting votes for
the AL candida Hasina

termed the present govern-
ment 'betrayer and lent’.
She also accused the govern-
ment of failing to institution-
alise democracy and infuse
blood in the national economy.

The areas of Guilshan thana ]

which Hasina visited were
Mohakhali, Wireless gaie, Ko-~
rail, Kalachadpur, Shahjadpur,
Badda and Rampura. Party
leaders, including ZHlur
Rahman, Mohammad Nasim,'
MP, K M Jahangir, MP, Syed
Abul Hossain, MP, Obaidul
Kader, Jvy Rahman, Shahara
Khatun, Rajiuddin Raju and

. others accompanied her.

Meanwhile, mayoral candi-

date Mohammad Hanif con-

ducted mass-contact
grammes at Nolgola. Baro
Katra, Chhoto Katra. and
Mitford Road areas in the old
part of the city yesterday and
addressed gatherings there.
He also talked ip a crogs sec-
tion of people and reguesied
them to vote for him.
Addressing the gatherings.
Hanif pledged that i elected
he would mmake sincere efforts

pro-

to *solve the problems facing.

the city dwellers.

Hanif also visited the Dhaka
University and the Engi-
neering University campuses.

i
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Twin worries for BNP

By Special Correspondent

After assuming stale power
following a free and fair gen-
eral election in 1991 the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) is now lacing the biggest
challenge And this challenge
is for retaining the partys
hold on the four metropolitan
cities

Only three days are now left
for the January 30 polls when
about three million voters of
Dhaka. Chittagong. Khulna and
Rajshahi are scheduled Lo lurn
out at the polling booths to
give their verdict in the city
corporation electiohs. This is
for the first time that the may
ors are going Lo be elected di
rectly. along with the ward
COMITHSSIONET S

Like other major parties
the ruling party has also
fielded candidates for Ihe
mayorships and the offices of
commissioners The BNF lead-
ers and activists including
party chief Begum Khaleda Zia
are now nearing the end ol
their hectic campaignimg lor
these local bodies clections

Although the polls next
week are only for the city cor
porations, and the BNFP would

remain the ruling party what
ever the results — ai least until
the next Jativa Sangsad [(JS]
clections yel, the emphasis

laid on these elections by al
most all the major parties. as
well as the serfousness of (heb

See Page 12 Col |

Manzur's 12-

| Shab-e-Barat

tonight

By Staff Correspondent
The holy Shab-e-Barat, will .
be observed by the '
tonight. _
Considered as the of
Jortune and forgiveness, oc-
casion will be marked by night
long prayers. o
Special prayers will be of-
fered throughout the t at
homes and in mosques the
peace and prosperity of the in-
dividuals and the Muslim
ummah. :
Different religious organisa-
tions, including the Islamic
Foundation have chalked out
programmes to mark the occa-
- Thousands of people will of-
fer fateha at the graveyards ol

their near and dear ones for

. their salvation.

Newspapers will publish
special articles while Radio
Bangladesh and Bangladesh Te-
levision air special programmes
highlighting the significance of
the night. Newspaper offices will
remain closed today.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner has requested

See Page 12 Col 7

Jan 30 declared
public holiday
in 4 cities

The government has de-
clared January 30 a public hol-
iday in the four cities where city
corporation elections will be
held on that day, reports BSS.

According to a notification
issued by the Establishment
Ministiry, city corporation elec-
tions will be held in the four ci-
ties of Dhaka, Chittagong,
Khulna and Rajshahli on
January 30Q.

All government, semi-gov-
ernment, autonomous and se- -
mi-autonomous offices. mills
and factories and educational
institutions located in the elec-
tion areas ol these four cities
shall remain closed on January
empioyees of these offices to
cast their votes, the notification
said

MCCI against

int

plan for |
By Staff Correspondent

Mayoral candidate of the Left
Alliance Manzurul Ahsan Khan
promised to make the Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) trans-
parent and the capital city
‘'more homely.' L

Al a press conference held at
the CPB office in the city yes-
(érday morning. Samajbadl Dal
leader Nirmal Sen. while an-
nouncing a 12-point manifesio
on Manzur's behalf, said that he
planned te cut the present ad-
ministrative cost of the DCC to
30 per cent of the total budget
[rom the present cost of 80 per
cent, in the next five years.

The conlerence was ad-
dressed by Leflt leaders
Mujahidul Islam Selim,
Barua. Jasimuddin Mandal, A
M Mahbubul Huy. Shirin
Akhter and Manzurul Ahsan
Khan himsell,

According to the manifesto,
Manzur plans to involve the cit-
izens at all levels of the DCC's
activities and to restructure its
administrative system.

He also plans to develop
playing grounds in each of the
() wards ol the city with the
help of the local people. He also
laid emphasis on the environ-
mental aspects of all types of
development activities,

As the Lefl parties candidate

Sec Page 12 Col 8



