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HIL.BUUIIHI,
Jan 25: Cabriela
Sabatinl rose
from her sick bed
on Tuesday o
joint  Stefli Gn!
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario and
surprise contender Kimiko
Date in the semifinals of the
Australian Open.

The Argentine fourth -seéd,
whose participation had beén
in doubt after she wokée up
feeling ill. had just énough
strength in reserve to beat
Wimbledon finalist Jana
Novotna 6-3, 6-4 and reach
her third successive semifinal
at Flinders Park.

Sabatini now meets
Sanchez-Vicario, while world
number one Graf takes on
Date, the first Japanese woman
to reach the last four for 21
years following an impressive
6-2, 4-6, 6-3 victory against
third seed Conchita Martinez,

Sabatini and Date will both
remember the day with plea-
sure, even though the temper-
ature soared to a sweltering 39
degrees Celsius for a second
day in succession.

Sabatini needed to spend
only 85 minutes in the hot-
house environment of Centre
Court, giving her best perfor-
mance of the tournament, but
said later she would almost

have had to withdraw
if her match had been u:hed

uled during the day.

Blhutlrﬂmntua.llyl‘ﬂtwﬂi'
practice after an -

enough to

jection and several hours

sieep., before declaring herself |

fit to play.
Novotna. a finalist in 1991,

fought back briefly from 3-0 to
4-3 up in the second set, but
failed to verve well enncugh to

HELH{}URHE d
Jan 25: Tennis in
Japan may never
be the same aga-
in.

Kimiko Date's into

the semifinals of the Australian .

Open was cheered Tueaday by
a large group of Japanese sup-
porters with their faces
painted 4n the colours of the
Japanese flag boisterously
shouting encouragement as
she defeated No 3 seed
Conchita Martinez of Spain 6-
2. 4-6, 6-3, reports AP.

It was a radical departure
from the norm. Polite applause
is the most that Japanese play-
ers have been able to expect
from their fans in the past.

"ltwaawrrhﬂtandlm&liy
needed some encour
THey supported me véry ‘h!ll
the 23-year-old Date said,

For her young supporters,
Date is treading new grourid.

She is the first Japanese

player to reach the semifinals
of a Grand Slam tournament
since Kazuko Sawamatsu at the
Australian Ogen In ~1873.
Sawamatsu upset Virginia
Wade but then lost to Evonne
Goolagong in the semifinals.

The most successjul
Japanese player of all time was
Jiro Sato, who made four
men's Grand Slam semifinals
diiring the 1930s.

Tadahiro Yoshimatsu, a re-
porter for the Tokyo newspa-
per Nikkan said Daie's
success at the Australian Open

JA

mnnhunp-

hcptmltthel:lckul'
all the time and |

id play. | did not knoW

she
how #érious it was; but [ didn't
entér my mind that Gabriela
would default.”

Grafs win over American
Lindsay Davenport took her to

Grand Slam semifinal
appearances and only

thened the impression
major title is immi-

hit ball as hard as anyone
the top seed has faced this
year, but her lack of mobility
increasingly told in the second
set.

"I think she knows physi-
cally she can get in better
shape and that's probably why
she's fiot moving as good as
she cﬂ. said Graf.

. 1.88-metre tall Daven-
port, cms taller than Graf,

531:1: has plenty to work
on.
e b Ild like to be a lot

around the court and
my consistency. My
i style is to hit the ball
‘Barder which wasn't too
margy today because | was
R & lot of errors. | played
floose points.”
thez-Vicario was still
she could give Graf a

gy 7-6.. 6-4 win over
#ia Maleeva- -Fragniere,
%€ her final Grand Slam
nt before retirement.
wur]d number

r 17-year-old oppeonent .

Sabatini con!:letes the quorum |

two has now reached the
semifinals in Melbourne for

four consecutive years. But

feels her first appearance in a
final may at last be forthcom-
Ing.

Bulgarian-born Maleeva-
Fragniere will retire after two
tournaments in Japan and
hopes to raise a family.

The 26-year-old was a top
10 player for over a decade
without winning a Grand Slam
singles title. She had a career-
high ranking of No.3 in 1985.

No men’'s singles matches
are scheduled Tuesday, but all
the quarterfinals will be played
on Wednesday.

MaliVai Washington of the
United States, the only un-
seeded player left in the sin-
gles, beat Mats Wilander in a
five-set marathon Monday
night, ending the veteran
Swede's fairy-tale comeback
run at the Australian Open

Washington dominated the
final set after the two had
traded shots for four hours,
winning 6-7 (7-9). 6-2, 6-7 (3-
7). 6-4, 6-1.

Washington now will face
No.9 seed Todd Martin in an
all-American quarterfinal,
while two-time champion
Stefan Edberg of Sweden will
play No.6 seed Thomas Muster
of Austria.

In other men's quarterfinal
matches, top seed Pete Sam-
pras of the United States will
play No.10 Magnus Gustafsson
of Sweden and defending
champion Jim Courier will play
No.5 Goran Ivanisevic of
Croatia.

The tournament is spon-
sored by Ford. played on syn-
thetic Rebound Ace hard
courts and continues through

ball," said the de-
]ﬂtt.ﬁd ‘Spaniard.

There's sométhing else that
cafi bé more than a little dis-
concerting to her oppenents.
Althotigh Date normally plays
right handed, she is ready to
SW _the racket to her left
hand If the occasion demands.

Plaging with the knowledge
that she had overwhelmed
Martifiez 6-3, 6-0 in their last
meeting — at the New South
Wales Open in Sydney less
than weeks ago — Date
took the first set with ease.

Blﬂy at the back but ready
to the net when given
, she also benefitted
uccession of Martinez

.Jdh 25: US tennis
Shriver will be the
* one attraction in
Chind% first professional
wotnén's tennis tournament
next month, organisers said
Monday, reports AFP.

"As well as Shriver, who is
ranked 21 in the world, the
February 12 to 20 tournament

in ng will also feature
world 30 Wang Siting
of Tatwan and Indonesia’s Yauk

Basuky, who is ranked 43.
Thirty-twe players will
compefe in the singles and the
same pumber in the doubles
during the tournament which
comes under the World Tennis
on and has prize,
100,000 dollars from
Nokia. the Fimnish
nications firm.

rors. rose alarmingly. When she
held break point at 4-4,  she
sent a wild forehand over the
baseline to let Martinez off the
hook. _

Grateful for her reprieve,
Martinez held serve and then
broke Date to level the match
at one set all.

Instead of letting her head
drop, Date rallied to a 4-0 lead
in the final set. Although
Martinez pulled one break
back and won three straight
games, Date won the final two
games — clinching victory by

tapping an easy forehand down

the line.

"After winning the second
set | knew [ still had to fight,”

sald Martinez. "There was a lot

of heat and it was tough. but
neither of us was going to
throw the third set. [ fought to
the end, but she won it."

Pate has discovered there is
a price to pay for her run of
victories in Sydney and
Melbourne. Her leg muscles
are aching and she has under-
gone a novel form of treat-
ment.

"l have acupuncture in my

legs every day,” Date revealed.
"I have been playing maiches
for two and a half weeks and it
gets rid of the tiredness in My
muscles.”

Date's check fér dirs
80,500 US for reaching the
semifinalé 18 small change for a
player who decided threée
years ago to set up her own
management company, KD
Planning, to handle her affairs.

She is big business, with an
income from several major
sponsors of nearly dirs 1 mil-
lion US annually.

Those earnings could ro-
cket further if she were to beat
three-time champion Steffi
Graf in the semifinals on
Thursday.

Hmh Cltyl C'I'.u'il Sutton (L) II'II
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BGCC lift
KLM Cup

Sports Reporter
Hosts Bhatiary Golf and
Country Club (BGCC) de-

throned Kurmitola Golf Club
(KGC) when they beat the
Dhaka outfit 5-3 in the team
event match play of the KLM
Cup at the picturesque but de-
manding BGCC <golf-links,
Chittagong last Friday.

Participated by.some of the
best golfers of the country, the
meet, held in a row for the sec-
ond year, was jointly sponsored
by the Royal Dutch Airlines
(KLM), Organon and Amerfcan
Express.

Results of matchplay:

1. Shakil Kasem and Sadiq

Quddus (KGC) beat Cmdr
Mujibur Rahman and S K Ally
(BGCC]).

2. Shireen Ispahani and
Harry Vitjeens (EGCC] bt Jalal
Ahmed and Maj. Gen M A Rab
(KGC]).

3. Nasir Khan and Rashed
Chowdhury (KGC) bt Shamsul
Huda and Kase (BGCC),

4. Taher Jamil and M R

Chowdhury (BGCC) bt Manzoor .

Ahmad and Raiyan Rab (KGC)

5. Aminur Rahman and
Salman Isphani (BGCC] bt
Riazur Rahman and Ference
(KGC]) _

6. Lt Col Igbal Shafi and 5 S
Rahman (BGCC) bt Farooq
Ahmad and Brig Imtiaz (KGC)

7. Ashfaque Chowdhury and
Masahiro Nakahira (KGC) bt K
M Igbal and Jon Oh Bae
(BGCC)

8. Md Ali Khan and Shaker
Ispahani (BGCC) bt Showkat-
us-Zaman and Saad Rahim
(KGC) 1

In the stroke play handicap
event, M A Hamid (BGCC]) be-
came champion beating his
clubmate Sajid Ali Khan.

Best gross went to Dave
Anthony.

Zulfigar Ali Khan (BGCC]) -

overcame indifferent form to
pocket the best Front Nine,
while Kazi Ekranullah (KGC),
fresh from his triumph in the
Japan Cup at Dhaka, added the
Best Back Nine to his growing
collection.

Taher Jamil (BGCC) nar-
rowly missed a hole-in-one to
win the Nearest to the Pin.
while Nasir Khan (KGC) defied
treacherous winds to win the
Longest Drive in style.

Shaheen Khan won
ladies' title.

Venables 1s
the man

LONDON,- Jan 25: Terry
Venables is expected to be
formally offered the England
manager’'s job on Tuesday after
FA chiefs finally completed
their selection process, re-
ports Reuter.

A long-awaited announce-
ment that Venables is to be
entrusted with turning round
the nation's foot balling for-

the

tunes is now almost certain #b

come by Thursday at the latest.

The FA's five-man selection
committee met en Monday and
chief executive Grahman Kelly
said: “We have made our final
deliberafions and reached a
detision. There are still one or
two loose ends to be tied up,
but there is no need for any
more meetings.

“We will make afm an-
nouncement in the next gou-
ple of days, and it will be et-
ther Terry Venables or 4 care-
taker, which is an lilcfﬁ‘iﬂw:

The option of appointing a
caretaker would seem to have
been retained in case Venables
turmms down the terms of a con-
tract.

There have been sugges-
tions that the FA will offer
Venables a two-and-a-half-year
deal, taking him through to
the end of the European
Championships staged in
England in 1996,

But there could be escape
clauses which could be in-
volved in the event of damag-
ing developments over his
dealings while chief executive
of Tottenham.

Alternatively, Venables
could be offered a short-term
contract which could be ter-
minated this summer if he was
found to have broken FA laws.

If he is appointed this
week. his immediate task will
be to prepare a team for the
[riendly against Denmark al
Wembiey on March 9.

Milla not
included

YAOUNDE, Jan 25: Roger
Milla, won international fame
at the 1990 World Cup finals,
was not named in Cameroon's
preliminary squad to prepare
for this year's finals in the
United States. reporis AFP

But the 42-year-old mid-
fielder is still on course to
make a new international
comeback

Other players. who al
tempted to stop him playing
in 1990 in Italy, are again op
posed to his getting a place
Menri Michel, the former
French national coach acting
as advisor to Cameroon. is also
thought to be in two minds
over whether Milla should go
to the United States

Milla announced earlier
this year that he wanted to
help Cameroon in the United
States But he is still short of
wraining and only starts play
ing for his old club Tonnerre
Yaounde this weekend

Sport

s ’
e :l:i\-'-\‘:\.l:l -,.*-'-' -\.-{.\_.;r o

lands, Jan 25: E
master
defeated Boris Gelfand of
| Belarus in his adjourned game

SPﬂln s Arantxa Sanchez—?lcanu plays a duuhle-ﬁst.ed backhand return to Manue]a Maleeva-

Fragniere of Switzerland in the Austrahan Open quarte

Sanchez—Vicario won 7-6 (7-3), 64,

rfinals match in Melbourne yesterday.

— AFP phut{:r

Connectwn severs hard

MELBOURNE,
Jan 25: Old te-
nnis pros neither
die nor fade away.
Many of them
begin a new life
as on-air analysts for the TV
stations covering the tennis
tour, reports AP.

Age is a relative thing: in
tennis, you are over the hill
when you are pushing 30. So a
second career in broadcasting
can keep a player in touch
with the game and long-time
friends for years, even
décades.

"It certainly still keeps me
involved in tennis." said Vijay
Amritraj, commentator since
1991 for Hong Kong-based
Star TV, which broadcasts
throughout Asia. "1 do it be-
cause of my love of the game,
and love of Asla.”

Amritraj's love of the game,
and success, are well known.
He began playing Wimbledon
as a junior in the 1960s; he led
India to the Davis Cup final in
1974 and 1987, and has 16
singles titles and 13 doubles
titles' to his credit.

The regular TV sports re-
porters expertly describe the
game, but a former pro who
has been on the court can ex-
plain why a player is winning
or losing. or what he or she is
trying to achieve.

Amritraj and his pro col-
leagues contribute "a feeling of
what goes through a player's
mind when dealing with the
heat, the cold, change of sur-
face, new balls.” and a thou-

sand other variables.
But over time. You start to
frommn the

feel that distance”

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

court, said Mary Carillo, who
began working with the USA
Network in 1980 and has been
with ESPN since 1986.

‘It's a living. At first, 1 did it
because 1 loved tennis. Then |
developed a love for the pro-
duction values of TV. ... You
have to learn to be a reporter,
to ask 'What is the story of this
match?'"

Carillo won a mixed doubles
title at the French Open with
John McEnroe, who also
sometimes provides TV com-

mentary. They have been
friends for decadds.
Last year. McEnroe turned

on Carillo when she was slot-
ted into analyzing a men's
match, declaring that women
are not qualified to comment
on men's tennis. The even-
handed Mac also allowed that
men should not analyze
women's matches.

Gataullin heads
Russtan team

LONDON, Jan 25: World in
door pole vault champion Ro-
dion Gataullin heads the Ru-
ssian team for an indoor mee-
ting against Britain at Glas-
gow's Kelvin hall on Saturday,
reports Reuter,

The Russian line-up also
includes women's world triple
jump champion Anna Biryu-
kova, who broke the world
record at last August's Stu-
ttgart World Championships.

The meeting will feature a
clash over 60 metres between
British world champions
Linford Christie and Colin
Jackson
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Enough senior players and
retired pros* are providing
commentary at the Australian
Open to make the broadcast
booths look like a reunion of
many of the greats pf the game:

— Frew McMillan, a South
African working for Sky Sports
TV, is also a commentator for
BBC tennis broadcasts. He was
one of tennis' greatest doubles
players, winning 74 titles in
the Open Era. McMillan now
lives in Bristol, England.

— Cliff Drysdale, commenta-
tor for ESPN and ABC in the
United Stales. Drysdale started
with ESPN in 1980. Tennis

magazine named him best an- ’

nouncer in 1985-86 and 1991.
Borri in South Africa, he lives
in Wilmington. North Carolina.

— Fred Stolle, an Australian

who has heen a co-commenta
tor with Dirysdale since 1984
for ESPN. and Channel 9 in
Australia® From 1960-72. bhe
won two Grand Slam singles -
tles. 10 donihles and six mixed
doubles (i1}~ \

— Johii Alexander for
Channel 7. a lormer Australian
Davis Cup player aqaud winner of
seven titles in 19 linals.

— Virginia Wade for
Australia's Channel 7. A Briton
and former Wimbledon cham-
pion, she also dovs BBC tennis
commentary.

— Allan Stone. who has pro-
vided commentary on
Australia’'s Channel 7 for 15
years. He still plays on the se-
ntor tour.

— Wendy Turnbull, whﬂ also
works lor ("hhannel 7, who has
been a sportscaster since
19849 Born in Australia, she
lives in Bocs Raton, Florida

Adams clings to
life-line

WIJK AAN ZEE. Nether-
nglish grand-
Michael Adams

on Monday to keep alive a
slender chance to qualify for
the final stages of the World
Chess Championship Candi-

' dates matches, reports Reuter,

Gelfand, ranked 10th in tHe

| world, conceded his first loss

| in the match to Adams, ranked
| in four places below him, after
a drawn-out battle lasting 75
moves and almost seven hours.
The game, which began on
Saturday, had been adjourned
after 60 moves with Adams
holding an extra pawn. How-
ever, Adams' secret "sealed"
61st move captured another
pawn and Gelfand, 25, could
provide only token resistance
thereafter. ;

Adams, a 22-year-old from
Truro, remains one points be-
hind Gelfand after six ol their
eight scheduled games and
must win at least one ol the
remaining two games to have a
chance to reach the final six of
the World Championship.

If the two players are tied
after eight games they will play
a rapid chess play-off to decide
a winrier.

Indian Grandmaster Vis-
wanathan Anand was quite op-
timistic about Adam'’s chances.
"The seventh game will be
critical because "Gelfand has
looked vulnerable playing with
the black pieces.” The world
number three said, "1 wouldn't
like to put a figure on it but
Adams' prospects are quite
reasonable. If it comes down to
an eighth game, Gelfand's
nerves may also be a factor.”

. Twelve of the world's best
Grandmasters are competing
in the Dutch costal town of
Wijk Aan Zee in knock-out
matches sponsored by the
Dutch Steel Corporation
Hoogovens.

The candidates matches are
the concluding stages of a two
year competition designed to
find aj challenger for world
champion Anatoly Karpov of
Russia 1995.

Adams is the only Eng-
lishman rémaining in' the
competition, because English
number one Nigel Short has
been disqualified from official
world title play for three years
by the World Chess Federation
as a consequence of his unau-
thorised world title challenge
in London last year.

The seventh round of the
World Championship Candi-
dates matches will be plnyu:l d

tﬂiﬂ.‘j’ ol 1w
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Jackson, Lewis'
- next opponent

TOTOWA, Jan 25: Lennox
Lewis will defend his WBC he-
avyweight title in May against
Phil Jackson, reports AP.

Main Events, which pro-
motes Lewis' fights, said the
fight probably will be held in
Atlantic City, N J or Reno. Nev.

The date will be May 6 or
May 14, depending on the site,
Main_ Events spokeswoman
Kathy Duva said.

Lewis, 23-0 with 19 knock-
outs, will be making his third
title defence. In the first all-
British heavyweight title bout
last October, Lewis stopped
Frank Bruno in the sixth
round. '

. Lewis was awarded the title
after his second-round knock-
out of Razor Ruddock In
October 1992,

The WBC had stripped
Riddick Bowe, who lost the
[BF and WBA portions of the
title in a rematch with
Evander Holyfield last Nov 6.
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CRYPTOQUIP
CTPIIQV BPWFIBRQ ,FPIJU
P C UBTPRD 1Y Q R QG
UWBPRQL% M RV QW
YPC GPRD

Yesterday's Cryptoqui

: THE CLOCKMAKER'S

GIRLFRIEND FOUND OUT HF WAS TWO-TIMING

HER.

foday’s Cryptoquip clue: F equals P

Tne Cryptoquip is a substitution « ipher in which one

bool Ajut

letter stands

[ you think that X equals O, it

will equal O throughout Hu. puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trnial and error.



