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State Minister for Planning
Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan Sunday
said the gradual decrease in in

flation rate at the macro level session was addressed by BBS  counting capability of the BBS. ity of providing all official statis- expansion of indigenous tech- ers crackling with sight and year. besides sales promotion. first day.” he said.

showed no growth ol the na- Director General M Mokhlesur "Our ultimate goal is to de- tics of the country, including | nology, reports BSS. sound, a high-tech 3-day.US "Some three to four thou- The US embassy in Dhaka is

tional economy. reports UNB. Rahman. National Accounts velop national income account-  national accounts, for policy- He was addressing as chief | 172d€¢ Show 94 has stacied sand people have visited the the other host of the trade
"Such fall in the inflation Adviser of BBS Dr A K M ing into reltable comprehensive making. planning and research ' amid growing expectation of a 58 stalls on the first day.” said show. .

rate is a matter of rt:-nc't*m.'
said Dr Khan, a former teacher

the NEC coriference OO
Organised by Bangladesh
Bureau ol Statistics (BBS). (he

(Ghulam Rabbani. BBS Director
M Delwar Hbssain and BBS

funding support, Dr Khan said
the project would help
strengithen the national ac-

activity providing data for uses
at all levels on a timely and sus-

BBS, one of the core activities of

which is national accounting. is

entrusted with the responsibil-

uses al all l-c'vcl,ls.

opment and upgradation of
lechnical and vocational educa-
tion as well as innovation and

guest the inaugural function of
the joint grand convention of
Bangladesh Vocational Techni-

With hi-fi stereos playing
loud. billboards dazzling with
eclourful. posiers and comput-

better American business In
Bangladesh in future.

keeping their fingers cressed
with the hope that their on-
the-floor deals will doyble this

A Gafur, Executive Secretary of
the American Bangladesh

" .
sition. "We are yet to get any
figure on the transaction of the

- The objective of the work-
of Physics-of Dhaka University. Project Director M Zobdul tained basis.” he said and called Some 35 US firms and their Economic Forum (ABEF). one Bangladesh. which was heid in
The infla ate i s shop is to familiarise the user of cal Teachers Association. Bang- ;
i tionr dl’ﬂ[’lp&‘d 1o anue. upun the accountants to pre- the national accounts and other ladesh Vncaliuna! Emplnyus Bang’f.!hl PArtNers are rnow ol ihe asponsaors ol the 1 him Im I.‘ year, drew about

a negative 0.37 per cent last
month from 1.3 per cent in
June 1993, triggering concern
among the economists who
called it a sign of stagnation in
the economy. :

The minister, however, said
the low rate of inflation relieved
a large number of people who
have a very little purchasing
capacity. |

Dr Khan was speaking at the

inaugural session of a day-long
workshop-cum-expert consulta-

The State Minister said pro-
duction of accurate statistics is
indispensable for pragmatic
planning and framing appropri-
ate policy measures suiting the
economic and institutional re-
forms in the country.

“The government is keen (o
utilise statistics in a wide range
of public policy formulation.
monitering and evaluation pur-
poses.” ;

Referring to the project on
Assistance to National Accounts

serit dala in a realistic manner.
Pointing at the management
and institutional reforms poli-
cies being carried out by the
government, the State Minister
said these structural adjust-
ment measures had to be con-
tinued and maintained.
Improving fiscal and external
balances. removing price dis-
tortions, promoting competition
and allowing market price sig-
nals to guide resource alloca-
tions had been the strategic re-

tion on ‘mational-accounts Development in Bangladesh form package. he said. Problems and Issues” in the | loyees' Association and other
compilation of Bangladesh’' in  being implemiented with UNDP's Mokhlesur Rahman said the first technical session. - association leaders including . fered special discounts for
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Power Vision Colour TV,
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new Philips

a new range of next gen
Janbary 19 in Bangladesh. The programme
Powervision Colour TV range -in 21%. 20"
terservice personnel from all over the country were
picture, exceptional sound quality and futuristic design
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data production by the BBS
about the activities of national
accounts compilation of the
BBS and to obtain se in
this regard, he said. -

Thc'inlmrﬂ session was
followed by two technical ses-
sions. M Zobdul Hoque of BBS
presented a paper titled
"Twenty Years of National
Accounting of Bangladesh and
Current Practices of National
Accounts Compilation:

eration Philips was formally launched on
included demonstration of the unique features of the
and 14" models. Philips dealers and in-
highly enthusiastie about the superior
of the Philips Powervision TV's.

Renewal of China’s MFN status
with US uncertain

 WASHINGTON,. Jan . 23:

Qeficit by 500 billion dollars

and our work can't be done

smooth telecommunication ser-

vice, reports UNB. cate holders in the social and mrm “l:mmhuﬂmmw;
"The steps are being taken in | national life so that youths must, he said.

view of the country's growing | could be well-attracted towards H' Abul Kalam Managing

trade and commerce relation this discipline of education. Director of the Kalam:

with foreign countries,” Post
and Telecommunication Minis-
ter Tariqul Islam said here
Saturday while inaugurating
some circuits with Singapore

and Japan.

Nineteen new telephone -cir-
cuits, were installed with
Singapore and 10 with Japan.
The minister inaugurated the
circuits by speaking over tele-
phone with the Bangladesh
High Commissioner in Singa-

pore, M A Malik and Minister of

sh Embassy in Tokyo

8 AL M Mustakim, said an

e =

Assoclation and VIT Teachers'
Association.

Held at the Bangladesh
Textile Engineering and Techn-
ology Institute premises the
function was presided over by
Nasiruddin Ahmed, President of
Vociational Teachers' Asso-
clation. Rafiqul Haq. Director
General, Vocational Education
Directorate., Ali Akbar of VIT
Teachers Association,- Abdul
Hamid Shah, President. Emp-

the vocational training certifi-

The minister said that quali-
tative changes should have to
be brought about in all spheres
of our national life so that the

nation could march towards a -

prosperous future.

The association leaders while
speaking on the occasion rais«d
a number of demands in¢l.ding
formulation of a nationsi policy
lor the expansion of vocational
education in the country. The
minister assured that their le-
gitimate demands would be

. looked into sympathetically by

Lthe government atid their prob-
lefiis woulld Bé solved it phases.
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'Krishak Bandhu' on display at the US trade show at

deep-set irrigation pump
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- NBL's annual

confce held

The eleventh annjual confer-
ence of the executives and
branch managers of National
Bank Ltd was held at a local
hotel on Thursday. says a press
release.

The Chairman of the Bank
Mahbubur Rahman inaugu-

Addressing the officers,

Hotel . |

i

e

on-the-spot trading worth
4.00.000 US dollar.

The posh winter garden of
Sheraton has been

Enterprise, said that such

ary, among other products.

. "But the sales of computer
disketles and other memory
technology products was more
than other products.” Kalam
said. '

No ' private citizen of
Bangladesh has ever bought
one Bell heli er, informed
Major (Retd) Q M Nazibullah of
thie Skyways FTechne Services, '

"But still we are enthusias-
tic about such trade show
keeping the fact in our mind
that more than 200 can
afford buying choppers.” he
commented, though laugh-

However, side by side the
high-tech equipment in the
exposition, there was one stall
which drew a large number of
. This is the stall of the
KriShak Bandhu deep-set irri-

President Clinton said over five years. until every American has the _ gation pumps being promioted
Saturday that his first year n ¢  He said the plan also helped security g embrace the future | Rahman expressed satisfaction My S NN T L o . . .. 2. 2 2 ay 5 E RS by - the International
office had helped to revive the the country "turn the corner”  without fear. We do have a long | “""ﬂk th*-'-Perfﬂrm:EEt of the Development Enterprises
economy and'reduce the fed-  economically. * We built the way to go. But clearly; we've | D@k and assured all out coop- (IDE),

eral budget deficit for the
coming year to under 180
billion dollar —even more thari

the deficit projection for fiscal

foundations for a real recovery
that will endure and enrich

- the lives of all our people.”

turned the corner and we're
moving in the right direction.”
We said last year the private

eration for achieving target.

In his welcome speech, the
Managing Director (current

i e - {hEd

Mahbubur Rahman, Chairman of Board of Directors, Nation

§ i %

al Bank Ltd, delivering his

"Krishak Bandhu pump,
perhaps, is the only product
here jn the show that is pro-

rigation pumps, Derrenger

he had expected. reports "Of course, the recovery is -economy created 1.1 million charge) M A Wahab congratu- ?Uﬂﬂ:r tlﬂdﬂ__lﬂﬂldf;h a;d n;t
Reuter. . : not yet complete. Many new jobs, 1.5 times as many as | lated the officers for success of  inaugural speech at the executives and branch managers annual conference on Thursday at a D“-lp g I?JEE .

. In his weekly radio address, Americans haven't felt it yel, in the previous four years. the bank. , local hotel . _ _ o crrengey. ountry
the president said he had just . _ , S — : T - | Director. -
learned from his Budget . . E i _ @ e - = ® L | Explningflgmlge Ic:mcept qu
s, | Aluminium market nervous, oil prices hesitant over week | Wy

year 1995, beginning October
1, "is now under 180 billion

dollar.”.
Before his economic plan
passed last summer. the

‘deficit for that. year was pro- -

‘jected at 300 billion dollars.

LONDON, Jan 23: The alu-
minium market remained very
nervous all week, waiting for
results from the Brussels
meeting of main world pro-

- ducers aimed at cutting output

(APMA)." availability should
decline due to sustained de-
mand. The supply shortfall
should rise to 17.2 million
ounces this year, against a

mere 0.3 million in 1993. The

in LME stocks., to a new
record high of 309,100
tonnes. ' '

- ZINC: Also Higher. Three-
month prices on Tuesday
reached their highest level in

J

COCOA: Lower. The 50 per
cent devaluation »f the CFA
franc that oce . the previ-
ous week biought rocketing
consumner prices in ivory coast,
the world's leading cocoa pro-

Palm oil prices rose slightly
after the announcement of
Indonesian imports of 100.000
tonnes in anticipation of ra-
madan. Indonesia. the world's
second-biggest producers after

direct effect on prices because
reserves of barley remain ex-
cessive and exports of wheat
too small, dealers said, .
The wave of cold weather in

the US midwest had little im-

said IDE's aim was to generate
wedlth at the grass-root level
by increasing productivity of
the farmers.

Maiid calls for

be et and firming up prices, reports  APMA explains this trend by a  eight months.- but then eased ducer. Traders fear that the . Malaysia, had imported only pact. Temperatures rose to- | . .

The amount is also lower AFP. : - reduction in gold sales by cen-  slightly. Zinc remained sus- planters may increase output 50,000 tonnes of palm oil last  wards the end of the week, do- c()mprehenswe
than Panetta reported in The latter firmed a little on  tra] banks, and by higher de- tained by anticipation of adop- and put pressure on cocoa . year. Signature in the near fu- ing away with fears that serious :
December, when he teld Friday when ﬂ“? ‘market mand in Asia. . tion in coming months of a prices because of higher prices ture of a contract for Iran to damage would be done to the use Gf lﬁcal
White Hm;ar: brieﬂng s e learned that the nggutlaturs _ Guyana increased iis pro- programme for “cutting of consumer products. buy 100,000 tonnes - from crop of winter wheat.
best estiniate for the defidit in were close to an agreement. duction last year by a factor of Eumpea,n_ production. COFFEE: Down on the »eek. Malaysia should contribute to TEA: Unsteady. At the tEChnﬁlﬂgy
the fiscal' year beginning The other metals traded on - four compared with 1992 toa Operators also expect trou- = Coffee prices were fiiul at the  giving the market a firmer weekly. London auctipn, the av- NARAIL Jan 23: Minister for
October 1. would be in the S London Metal Exchange total of 2%. 940 ounces thanks Dled group metallgesellschaft  start of the week, but fell sud-  tone. erage price of tea ‘was 165 lture Water I 1
' (LME) " all  benefited from {g a new mine. . to close several facilities in  denly on Wednesday on specu- OIL: Unsteady. The price of  pence per kilogramme for su. | &riculture Water Developmen

neighbourhood of 190 billion
dollars.

Clinton said good news on

fh: deficit was the result of
the economic and budget plan

prospects for stronger indus-
trial activity and stock draw-
downs,- ;

Qil prices were more hesi-

SILVER: Higher. Prices rose
firmly, going above the 5.30-
dollar-an-ounce  level.
Monday, they reached their

On -

Germany in connection with

Its restructuring programme.

The market ignored a rise

of 27.450 tonnes in LME

lative sales by commission
houses, reaching the levels of
early October 1993 at least
than 1,170 dollars a tonne.

North Sea Brent fluctuated -

above and below 14 dollars per
barrel, but showed no real ad-

. vance despite an increase in

perior qualities from 170
pence the previous week. 108
pence for medium qualities
from 103 pence, -and 90 pence

and Flood Control, M Majid-ul
Haque called for co

use of local technology for at-
taining self sufficiency in the

he proposed and Congress T duglsng the *l:lrcck despite highest level since December stocks to a new record high of Colombia. the world's sec- " demand in the United States for inferfor qualities from 92 country, reports BSS.

budsed Jast surmher: which ta Ehf; demand because of 989, at more than 5.43 dol- 978,525 tonnes, - | ond-biggest producer (after .caused by cold weather. pence. Demand remained firm It has become imperative to
scheduled to reduce the | 2 S0¢ wave. Analysts said it Jlars an ounce, : ALUMINIUM: Irregular. Brazil), cut its export target for Market sentiment was dis- and prices were being main- | béost agricaltural production
: e appears increasingly unlikely T i il o Figh” Prices started the week off - the 1993-94 season by a mil-. couraged by what were seen as  tained at a strong underlying through utilising local techpol-
BI A [Q : ; Eﬁ: IEF\EEI 5;1; E:tl;frﬂi] E;:— dema;dH}; In::il?aswhlcl;l m;".l:' :ﬂ;l;: ric: in anticipation of an li}nn' bagadtn 1 1d Iﬂ]lﬂl}n. a move Elnr:ant1 cﬁanccsf lgh?tl the leve: . line with the trend in ogy for improving the condition

; WI ; : : men major T than redu ' ' rganization oi' Petroleum -~ Jyy3 -
; L future on lowering output to ?Eﬂuﬂtﬂ'fﬂr a fifth of world  producers on cuttiné ﬂlﬁ?lidl_ losses late i:?ethe iﬁ;.ﬂ REk Cmgmtnm (OPEC) would agree Isdian trade estimates put Hﬁﬁlm{fm
' 1mplement help fight low oil prices. g O I ~and stocks, at a meeting that SUGAR: Sustained. Sugar. on reducing output. production of Indian tea at a | on application and expansion of
_ : ~ / Cocoa prices remained frag- PLATINUM: Sustained. | started in Brussels on Tuesday. prices remained slightly below RUBBER: Rising. The price  record high of 750 million local technology at local Narail

12 projects lle, a week after a 50 per cent Flatinum prices reached their oty Prices dropped as the . the 290-dollar-per-tonne of rubber advanced steadily on ' kilograms in 1993 from 703.9 | sichitoaan Wednesday.

| devaluation of the CFA franc, best level since last ME‘-I_BF- 8l meeting went on beyond the mark, encouraged by long- . a recovery in demand. The million in 1992. Dealers said
Bangladesh Inland Water among other places in ivory mMore than 390 dollars' an ° expected two days, as opera- 1t y g e e h ; Presided over by Additional
Transport Authority (BIWTA) coast, the leading world pro- ounce, though the metal stood  tors feared that the pagtell;:i- n?gurféifkr ErRStcTon.. AN W N e DY that hatvests in Kenya. Divisional Commissioner

will implement 12 projects at
a cost of Taka 500 crore in the
next four years, reports UNB.
This was disclosed at the
installation ceremony of the
newly elected office bearers of
the BIWTA employees union at:
the BCIC auditoritihere Satur-
day . Shipping Minister M K
Anwar attended the function as
chief guest. |
The projects included con-
struction of a container port at
Pangaon bheside the river
" Buriganga near the city, con-
struction of 100 new launch
ghats at different parts of the
country, modérnisation of con-
servancy system of the BIWTA

ducer. Traders fear fvory coast
growers may boost. output to
offset the drop in their pur-
chasing power.

Coffee prices were on a
downtrend because of specula-
tive movements, despite the
prospect of a cut in Celombian
exporis. Bul sugar remained
stable at a goed level,. helped
by the likelihood of a reduction
in world stocks this year,

Cereals were weak because

. of a drop in world demand.

GOLD: Lower on the week.
After a stable beginning to the
week, gold prices dropped
markedly on Friday, going be-
low the 390.dollar-an-ounce

at 382.50 late Friday afternoon.
COPPER: Higher. Three-

month prices rose to their

best level since last September

in the wake of the New York

' market, before easing back °
slightly.

The rise was due to strong
interest among Chinese opera-
tors and to the announcement
of a 6.2 per cent jump in US
housing starts in December. As
construction in an important
outlet for copper. prospects
lor demand look positive.

LEAD: Up. Lead rose in the
wake of other metals on the
LME, and uptrend helped by
breaking up through the resis-

pants would not come up with
a satisfactory agreement.

NICKEL: Higher. Three-
month prices hit their highest
level in eight months, as the
new Caledonia mines were ai-
most paralyzed in mid-week by
a miners’ strike. The territory
has 20 to 25 per cent of world
reserves. :

But price gains were held
down by fears of Russian deliv-
eries to ther LME warehouses,
increasing stock, which were
up by 1.32 tonnes on the week
to a record 128.478 tonnes.

TIN: Firm. In the absence of

new developments, tin was in-
fluenced by other metals

The International Sugar
Organization put world cen-
sumpti at '114.9 millien
lonnes this year, and produc-
tion at 113.4 million. Folicht
has reduced its estimate of
world output by 1.3 million
tonnes to 112.9 million, a level

that should do away with
of the stocks. 4 e

VEGETABLE OILS: Siable.
Prices of soyabean oil started
the week on an uptrend, en-
couraged by estimates of a 47
per cent plunge in US stocks.

But they eased back late in the

week when brokers learned
‘that weather conditions were

strong sales of cars in the
United States and the effects
on the tyre industry.

Dealers said that as the re-
cession ended, cOnsumers who
had been waiting to replace
their cars would hot wait much
longer. - :

CEREALS: Weak. Prices fell
slightly under the influence of
the trend on markets in
Chicago, weakened by the lig-
uidation of positions held by
investment funds. The current
weakness of US exports and
the likelihood that the amount
of wheat imported by Russia
and China would fall con-

tributed to decline. US
traders were also worried by

Tanzania and Uganda had also
increased. '
COTTON : Strongly higher.
The indicatoer price in
Liverpool rose further to the
highest point since September
1991. Dealers noted an in-
crease in world demmand driven
by us recovery. In addition re-
cent estimates revising US
output downwards because of
flooding in the midwest during
the summer had strengthened
prices. Meanwhile drought in
Australia is likely to affect local
output substantially. |,

WOOL: Firming. Prices ral-
lied and returned to the levels
of November 1993 on the
bradford market owing to the

Khulna Md Shamsul Karim the
seminar was participated,
among others; by Shamsun
Nahar Ahmed, Dhirendra Nath
Saha, MP, Adviser of Science
and Technology, Dr Md Osman
All, and a number of scientific
officers of BCSIR. -
Referring to various indige-
nous and locally innovated
technologies, the minister called

~ upon the agronomists agricul-

ture scientists and research
scholars to reach these tech-

door steps of the farmers.

in this connection an exhi-
bition of different tools and im-
plements made of local technol-

And improvement of telecom- | vk after Australian sales on  lance levels of 500 dollars a  (yends * L i ecove
_ on the LME.-A of 90 recoming more favourable to  the unstable situations in id | 2%y Including improved type of
munication system in the in- the Asian market. tonne and the 510 dollars. tonnes in LME .t:i. to harvest in South America, par- Russia. _ _g::ll}?::dh Eaurl hi E!E ﬂi;:;. fire wood stove, hygenic latrine,
mt_hm routes, said official hand- According to American ‘The uptrend was not bro- 20 745 tonnes helped support licularly because of rains in Recent flooding in damped this Micranss l wooden and steel apparatus
Precious Metal Advisor = ken by a rise of 3.350 tonnes prices. | Brazil, Southeast England had little L and instruments was held.

nologies and know how to the '



