DHAKA SA TLHDA“I

LDF boycotts Kerala
governor's speech

THRUVANANTHAPURAM
fan 21 . The opposition Lefl
Democratic Front (LDF) today

boycotted the governors ad-

dress to the Kerala Assembly

protesting against “the distorted
and undemocratic policles and
programmes of the UDF gov-
ernment,” reports PTI.

As soon as the governor, B
Rachaiah, began his address.
the opposition leader, V S
Achuthanandan, was on his feet
reading out a lengthy statement
which enlisted the omissions
and commissions of the gov-
ermmment.

Achuthanandan trooped his
colleagues out of the house,
amidst slogan shoutings, stat-
ing that “ the Karunakaran gov-
ernment has lost its right to
remain in power.”

Addressing newsmen after
the boycott, the leaders of LDF
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constituents sald they had
come out of the house to regis-
ter their protest against the
policies of the government
which had stalled the develop-
ment and progress of the stale.

Achuthanandan said lhc
government had little respect

for democratic principles as was
evident from its reluctance to
take the house into confidence
and the way it went about on
matters pertaining to the
Panchayati Raj Institutions.
Now the assembly was being
convened just to fulfill the con-
stilutional obligation of meeting
once in six months, the CPI- M

leader saicl.
Achuthanandan then made a
scathing attack on the govern-

ment highlighting issues rang-
ing from corruption to its failure
to wrest the state's due share
from the centre in the matier of

development.

Sino-ROK air routes soon: sout
Korea and China are near reaching an agreement to open direct
air routes between the two countries, government auurccn said
Friday. AP reports from Seoul.

Talks were underway in Beijing this week, and the details

were t6 be finalised during South Korean President Kim Ypun- *
sam's visit to China in March, said the sources, who spoke

anonymously.

The agreement, if concluded, would allow South Korea's
Korean Air and Asiana Airlines to fly from Seoul to Belfing and
Shanghai. South Korea is also expected to begin negotiations
soon on reopening air routes to Talwan, broken off when Seoul
switched diplomatic recognition to China.

262 Vietnamese leave Japan:
Japan on Friday repatriated 262 Vietnamese refugees aboard
two charter planes with the help of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, the UNHCR said. AFP reports from Tokyo.

The operation, the third of its kind, entailed only voluntary
returnees, although the refugee decided against making the
flight at the last minute, the agency’s representative in Tokyo

Gordon-Lennox, said.
It leaves 440 refugees in Japan.
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KenXan leader Og u:magg dies:
enyan opposition leader Jaramogi inaga Odinga
has died, his family said yesterday. Reuter reports from Nairobi.
Oginga, 82, was chairman of the opposition Forum for the
Restoration of Democracy (Ford-Kenya) and official leader of
Kenya's opposition in parliament.
Doctors at a hospital in Kisumu, a town 450 km (280 miles)
northwest of the capital Nairobi said Odinga died after a heart
attack.

EC aid for %el‘::lan war victims:
The European Commission ided Thursday to donate almost
half a million dollars in emergency humanitarian aid for Lhe
victims of the latest round of fighting in Aighanistan, a
spokesman said, AFP reports [rom Brussels

"~ The ammm: worth 450,000 ecus (abotit 495.000 dollars),
will be mainly in the form of medical aid and tt:ﬁ!: resupply

Afghan hospitals with medicines and surgical ma

13.die in Uzbek train mishap:

Thirteen people were killed and 46 injured in a collision between
a passenger and a goods train in the North-East of Uzbekistan
Thursday, Moscow television said. AFP reports from Moscow.

* The accident ha around 130 kilometres (about 90
miles) west of Taskhent when the goods train ploughed into Lhe
back of a passenger train going from the provincial city of
Noukous to Tashkent the passenger train had stopped to let a
group of wild horses cross the lines.

A cnppled street llrt:hin skates in the mlddle ﬂf a mad in Bumhﬂ:f t.akmg advantage of a

strike called by activists of the Hindu fundamentalist Shiv Sena (Shiva's Army) in India
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Thalland rej jects Karens’ call
to host talks with Yangon

BANGKOK. Jan 21: Thailand
has rejected a call by the
Myanmar opposition to host
talks here with Yangon. a Thai
Foreign Ministry official said to-
day, reports AFP.

Thailand will consider host-
ing talks between the Myanmar
government and the opposition
only if the request comes from
Yangon, the official quoted
Foreign Minister Prasong
Soonsiri as saying

Any other course of action
could be construcied as inter-
ference in the affairs of a neigh-
bouring state, he held.

The Karen National Union,
representing one of Myanmars
ethnic minorities, said recently
it was ready to open talks with
the government this month as
long as the meeting was held
outside Myanmar to prevent ha-_
rassment of KNU leaders.

Yangon's ruling junta, the
State Law and Order

Restoration Council (SLORC).”

has said it is ready for talks in
Myanmar.

The Thai nfﬂclal confirmed a
suggestion by Thai Foreign
Minister Prason Soonsiri on
Thursday that the talks could

be held in M}ranmar

II' the Myanmar gmrernmtnt
itsell asks for talks in Thailand,
"We will consider it.” the official
quoted Prasong as saying alter
a farewell call by the outgoing
Japanese ambassador.

Prasong reportedly refused
to comment directly on reports

that Yangon might release op- -

positibn. leader Aung San Suu
Kyi in July.

Aung San Suu Kyi, 49. has
been under house arrest since
July 1989. She led the National
League for democracy which
handily won general elections in
Myanmar in 1990. The SLORC
did not allow the NLD to take
power. however. :

Meanwhile: Reuter from
Manerplaw reports: Karen
Christian rebels still want peace
discussions with the ruling
generals to include other ethnic
minority groups, and accuse
rebels who have held separate
talks with Rangu-nn of surren-
der.

General Bu Mya, president of
the KNU, scolded allies who had
already begun talks with tHe
junta, the SLORC.

“Some ethnic minority

rebels. or sonre revolutionary
groups — such as the Kachin,

-the Wa, the Pa-o and the Shan
Sliate People’s Party - who held
talks with the SLORC without
raising the basic principles of
human rights, the political
aspect and freedom, can only
be re as having surren-

dered and put themselves under
the control of the enemy,” he
said.

The stocky, 66-year-old gen-
eral was addressing a gathering
of 1,000 soldiers and civilians
gathered for a parade to mark
his birthday on Wednesday at
the Karen’'s jungle headquarters
ol Mancrplaw ‘accessible only
by boal.

The s, after
lour decades of lighting for au-

tonomy [rom Yangon, reluc:
tantly agreed to direct talks
with SLORC officials after the
united front they led dissolve.]

under what hardliners call di-
“vide-and-conquor junta tactics.

“For the KNU.” he said, “we
will certainly hold talks with the
SLORC. but the KNU will bring
up the human-rights issue, the
freedom of all ethnic nationali-
tlies and all aspects of the politi-
cal problem.

The

Cargo train was unable to brake in time and crashed

inlo the last six carriages of the passenger train. the television

said.

Pmmted WHO director:
mwmd tion (WHO) has appointed Han Sang
Tae of South Korea to his second five-year term as regional
director for the western Pacific, the Manila-based WHO regional
office said yesterday, AFP reports from Manila.

A WHO statement said Han's
Geneva, Switzerland during the organisation’s 44th annual
' session. His new term begins February 1, 1994,

Han, 66, a doctor first assumed the post in 1989, succeeding
Hiroshi Nakajima of Japan whe is now WHO Director-General.

Death of Gamsakhurdia
Shevardnadze calls for

int'l inquiry

PARIS, Jan 21 Georglan
President Eduard Shevard-
nadze called Thursday for an
international inquiry into the
death of his predecessor and
rival for power Zviad Gam-
sakhurdia. reports AFP

Shevardnadze, in Paris for a
two-day official visit, also ac:
cused members of ulfra-na-
tionalist Viadimir Zhirinovsky’'s
Liberal Democratic Party of
backing the Abkhazian sepa-
ratist movement
Georgia.

The republics® of the former
Soviet Union faced a double
danger from "aggressive sepa-
ratism ... and a resurgence of
fascism.” Shevardnadze added.

Gamsakhurdia's family, who
announced his suicide at the
siart of the year, has opposed

in western

appointment was approved in

an inguiry. They are currently
seeking 1n have the former
president's body transferred

from eastern Georgia 1o
Abkhazia
Shevardnadze, a former

Soviet Foreign Minister, hea-
ped praise on Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin.

In Russia there was no al-
ternative” to Yeltsin who dis-
played herotsm in crushing
last October's parliamentary
rebellion and in withstanding
the August 1991 coup during
the last months of the Soviet
Union. he told a press confer-
ence

New Russian [riendship and
Lroops last year helped Shevar
dnadse defeat Gamsakhurdia s

rebels as they staged an ins-
urgency in western Georgla

Clinton completes his first
- year in office

WASHINGTON. Jan 21:
President Clinton marked Lhe
completion of his firts yeur in
office on Thursday with a
planned appearance on an in-
ternationally broadcast TV call-
in show. reports AF.

The anniversary was marred
by an investigation of his
financial dealings.

Frigid weather in Washin-
gton forced the cancellation of
a speech at Georgetown Uni-
versity in. which .Clinton had
planned to summarise his
accomplishments. He'll do that
more formally in next Tues-
day's State of the Union
address to

The only event ﬂl'l. his pob-
lic-schedule related to
Clinton's one-year mark was
an hour-long Iintérview on
CNN's “Larry King Live,” dur-
ing which Clinton was to take

Irom wviewers. The pro-
gramyme is seen around the

world.

Clinton's television inter-
views was supposed to take
place at the CNN studio. But
early Thursday morning. the

" event was moved to the White
- House residence — apparently

to keep the President from
having to go out in the cold.

There was gdod news for
Clinton in the polls. A New
York Times-CBS News poll
published Thursday showed,
that 54 per cent of Americans
approve of the way he is han-
dling the job — up eight per-
centage points from November
and virtually evep with the 55
per cenl recorded last march.
Clinton's highest level since
taking office.

At the same point in their
tenure. Ronald Reagan had a
49 per cent approval rating
and Jimmy Carter had 5] per
cent. George Bush was at 76
per cent, in part because (he

country rallied behind ' him
alter the U.S invasion of
Panama and the collapse u!‘
conmmunism.

The nationwide telephone
survey. conductéd Saturday
through Monday, showed that
50 per cent approved of the
way Clinton is handling foreign
policy — up from 38 per cent
in November.

Clinton’s anniversary came
on a day when Attorney
General Janet Reno an-
nounced the appointment of
former Republican U.S attor-
ney Robert B. Fiske Jr. as spe-
cial counsel to iInvestigate
Clinton'’s land deals and finan-
cial transactions when he was
governor of Arkansas,

Fiskeg sajd it was virtually
certain that he would question

ir#,,é

.ul‘-i . -'4':.

both the president and the
first lady under aath as part of
his investigation
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killed

—AFP photo -

Russia-Georgia
summit from
February 3

MOSCOW, Jan 21: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin will
travel ‘to Georgia early next
month for a summit with
President Eduard Shevar-
dnadze at which a cooperation
treaty will be signed. the
Interfax news agenty said

‘Thursday, reports AFP.

The summit is tentatively
scheduled for February 3 and
4, Interfax said.

Georgian Prime Minister
Oscar Patsatsia was in Moscow

earlier this week to prepare

for Yeltsin's visit.
Moscow and Tbilisi have

been holding talks for the past

few months to finalize a coop-
eration and friendship agree-
ment covering the economic,

cultural and military fields.

The numerous attacks over
the past two 'years against the
20,000 Russian troops still in
Georgla had led Moscow  to

/| delay sighing any accord.
N

Canada won't
authorise US
missile tests

OTTAWA. Jan 21: Canada's

new liberal government said
Thursday it will not authorise
US . cruise missile test over

Canadian territory until a con- |

troversial agreement with the
United States has been de-
bated in parliament, reports
Reuter.

Defence Minister David

Collenette said the govern-
ment will not make a decision
on whether the tests can be
conducted before shearing the
views of parliament in a debate
planned for next week.

The Canadian Broadcasting

Corp reported that the first of
this year's cruise missile tests

| scheduled for next Tuesday

has been suspended.

A.US embassy spokesman
said he had 'no information
about a test planned for next
week. .

The cruise ‘'missile, is de-
signed to carry nuclear
weapons and has been tested
by the United States over the
Tundra of Northern Canada
under a 10-year agreement

that expired last year: .
‘Fundamentalists

form new party
in Algeria

ALGIERS. Jan 21: Six lead-
ers of the Islamic fundamental-
ist cause in Algeria founded a
new political movement
Thursday that they described as
both Islamic and republican
and could mediate between the
government and armeéd 1slamic
militants, reports AFP.

The formation of the

Republican Islandic Rally (RIR) .

was announced here by Sheikh
Abou-Djarra Soltani at the end
of a conference of ulemas —
dnttcﬁ's of the faith — and

Hc tnld"a press conference
that the RIR would group all
ulema preachers and Muslim
believers who wished to join, in-
cluding leaders and militants of
the banned Islamic Salvation

Front (FIS).
Soltanl said the RIR would

probably take over from the
Daawa Islamic League, founded
and led by veteran Islamic fun-
damentalist leader Sheikh
Ahmed Sahnoun, " which has
not achieved what it set out to

Turkish-Cypriots
to hold talks with
Greek-Cypriotss

NICOSIA. Jan 21 Turkish
Cypriots sald Thursday thai
they had agreed to resume talks
with the Greek Cypriots on a
package of confidence-building
measures proposed by the
United Nations, reports AFP.

The Turkish-Cypriat side

to return to the talks
with no pre-conditions. after a
break of several months, said
their leader Rauf Denktash. But
he sald they “insist on certain
principles.”

Denktash quoted hv a
Turkish-Cypriot news agericy
Tak, said the new ruling coall
tion set up in the north lollow
ing elections on December |2
had given the go-ahead

But the president of the di
vided island, Greek Cypriot
Glafkos Clerides, reacted with
skepticism, insisting the
Turkish-Cypriots clarily their
stand.

UN soldiers go to
Liberia to monitor

disarmament

MONROVIA, Jan 21: Some
300 military observers sent to
monitor the disarmament of
Liberia’'s rival factions on

Thursday began to deploy
across the West Alrican coun-
try. UN statement issued here

said . reports AFP.

The United Nations sent the
soldiers of the UN observer
miission in Liberia here after
Charles Taylor's National
Patriotic Froni of Liberia. which
began a bloody insurrection in
December |1989. signed a peace
pact with the interim govern:
ment,

|

Aid offi cials suggest UN to get tough or get out of Bosnia |

SARAJEVO. Jan 21. The
United Nations has largely
failed in its relief effort in war
torn Bosnia and should either
get tlough by bringing in (aore
troops or get oul, a seniar aid
official said Thursday. reports
AP ;

"How much ol the population
are we keeping alive if we are
only bringing 20 per cent of the
minimum”® amount of food
needed each month per person.
sajd Larry Hollingworth. head of
mission for the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees in
Zenica in central Boania

Apparently frustrated by
delays and harassment of relief

COMvOYySs by the warring parties
in Bosnia. Hollingworth sug-
gested on Thursday that the
Linited Nations should either
“getl more troops and get tough
one day or get out.”

He was the latest UN official
on the fromt lines 1o criticise UN

Sirairdy.

The outgoing head of UN
troops i Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Lt Geen Francis Briguemont, re
centy faulted the Security
Council jor being oo lofty in ils
goals and oo spanng n send
ing troops He said he needed at
east 10 000 more Lroops 1o
carry out UN resolutions

in Brussels. Bflgium
Bosnian President ' Alija
|zetbegovic called on NATO Lo
foliow through on its threats to
launch air strikes wagainsi
Bosnian Serbs and said the al-
liance did not need UN approval
to do so

At a summit last week.
President Clinton and the lead
ers of the 15 other North
Allantic Trealy Organisation
eountries warned the Serbs of a
new determination Lo order air
strikes if needed to relieve em-
battied Muslim enclaves In
Bosnia

However NATO officials say
UN Serretary General Boutros-

Ghiull must authorise the {irst
sirike.

A senior aide to Boutros-
Ghali in New York. Alvaro
DeSoto, said the secretary-gen-
eral would not oppose ordering
such a strike ‘if the need arises

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe on Thursday called
for new talks among the allies
to decide what to do next in
Bosnia

"We can't see on one hand
the different parties negotiating

Geneva. and on the ground
witness an escalation of the
conflict.” Juppe told the French
National Assembly's Foreign
Affairs Committee.

LIN aid officialg have repeat
edly accused all three warring

factions — Serbs C(roats and
Muslims ol blocking aid convon «
for an estimaled 2 7 million
Bosnians dependent on outside
help to survive this winter.

The UN airlift to Sarajevo.
suspended for a day after shots
were fired at an Amertcan relie
plane, will resume Friday  said
Kris Janowhksi Sarajevo
spokesman for the UUN High
Commissioner for Refligees

But overall. Hollingworth
iold reporters the UN effort (o
gt a4 minimum 42 pounds (19
kgs) of food per person a month

the offending song in "dulaara”

Off the Record

Row over "sexy’ |

NEW DELHI: A Hindi film song has upset movie censors
who say the use of the word "sexy” is in bad taste
sales of 200,000 copies of the album containing the song hl‘i"l:
placed it near the top of the charts, AFP.

State-run All India Radio huhlmwdthcw “mera pant
bhi sexy ... mera shirt bhi sexy,” arguing that describing
trousers and shirts as sexy could offend polite society, the
Times of India said Friday.

The tune from the film "dulaara.' or "darling,' made it to
the top 10 charts last week on national television, which
broadcast the song despite the radio's decision to stay away
from the comtroversial foot-tapper, it said.

India’'s film censor board, which oversees Bnmbajr'l ﬁ
movie industry, has suggested that com
word "sexy' with 'fancy’ to tone the eruucium of the
suecessful number in the big-budget comedy.

The board, which annually reviews 150 "Bollywood™
productions before release, will decide next week whether
is fit for puhli{: consumption,

the Times said.
" cannbt understand why there ahuuld be any objection to’

~ the word sexy in this day and age ... this sort of censorship

{

to be successiul

warned 'there would be a lot of
suffering if UUN peacekeeper in-
deed left the war torn republic,

falled in Geneva on Wednesday,
raising fears of a ngw round of

will ‘take us back to the Victorian era."
Vimal Kumar.

The latest row follows a ban last year on the Hindi film
song “what is behind the blouse?" which was ultimately lifted
by a court when judges were satisfied that the answer was the
heart and nothing else.

For refusing to trim nails

KUALA LUMPUR: A bus driver who said he would rather
lose his job than cut his
violating neatness and safety regulations, AP.

Bus driver Nordin Jaafar had his license revoked earlier
this week after refusing to trim nails that had grown to a
length of. 15- centimeters (6 inches), according to a Road
Transport Depatrment official.

The official, enforcement officer Jasimi Zeinol " Abidm,

told reporters Thursday, that bus drivers must be clean and
neatly dressed, and added that the long nails, prutmted a

i | G

s has been fired for

- safety risk.

: Nﬁrdln meanwhile, said he hasn't trimmed his nails or
chest hair since he accepted a challenge from a friend five

years ago. -
Nordin said he will continue working at a side job at a gas

station, and will cut his fingernails when he gets married

later this year.

$49m wt-of-msettlement

Kenneth Horn, curator of the Hollywood Wax Museum,
holds the wax head of singer Michael Jackson January 20

broke off during the November 17 Northridge earthquake.
The limbs of several other wax ﬁgumu were broken in the

earthquake. —AFP photo

LONDON: Michael Jackson has tentatively agreed to pay up
to 49 million dollar to the 14-year-old boy who accuses him of
sex abuse'so that the boy will drop his lawsuit. a newspaper
reportied Friday, says AP,

The London tabloid Today, in what is billed as a world
exclusive, said the boy had sighed a confidential interim
contract agreeing to the out-of-court settlement.

The Today newspaper said that lawyers for both sides,
were drawing up paperwork to ensure that the civil trial will
be dropped. It said the t could fall through unless
there is agreement on all the terms.

The 35-year-old singer is accused in a civil lawsuit of

| molesting boy during a five-month relationship. Jackson

denies any wrongdoing. Authorities have been investigating,
but no criminal charges have been filed.

Jackson's civil trial is scheduled to begin March 21.

Jackson's attorney, Howard Weitzman, hung up on The
Associated Press when reached at his home Friday. Repeated
attempts to reach him throughout the day failed.

A mressage was left at the office of atiorney Larry Fr.:ldmn
who represents the boy.

The newspaper quoted what it described as one highly
placed legal source involved. in the case as saying the amount
involved was between 40.5 million dollars and 49.5 million
dollars "but no one is certain.”

Today did not name that source or describe the sourcing
for other aspects of its story.

The paper said it is believed the cash pa:,rments will be
spread over about 10 years.

A malicious act of revenge

MANASSAS: Lorena Bobbitt cut off her husband's penis in
g | mlmlaled and malicious act of revenge” for an abusive
marriage, the prosecutor said Thursday in closing arguments,
reporis AFP.

The defence countered that Lorena Bobbitt,
extreme stress when she attacked John Bobbitt.
was rrumhling- She was falling apart. She was
pieces.” said defence attorney Blair Howard,

The jury of seven women and five men began deliberating
Thursday afternpon after seven days of testimony. It had to
decide whether Lorena Bobbitt acted in willful malicious
anger when she mutilated her husband, or whether she
snapped under the pressure ol years of physical and sexual

abiise
During his instructions. Judge Herman A. Whisenant .Jr.

told jurors they also could consider a lesser charge of
unlawful wounding which has a maximum penalty of five years
in prison. or find Lorena Bobbitt innocent,

In her closing arguments, prosecutor mary Grace O'Brien
conceded that the Bobbitts had a violent marriage, but said it
was not the reign of terror, depicted by the defence during
Lorena Bobbitt's malicious wuuudtng trial.

NATO SG
undergoes

surgery
BRUSSELS. Jan 21: NATO
Secretary-General
Woerner underwent surgery last

week for an :H.‘I.Ilf Il’lk{"ltlnll
blockage. a NA

said Thursday. rr.purla AFP.
Il was Woerner's fourth op
eration in less than two years.

was under
“This girl
falling to

lo civilians 15 not proving itself

However. Hollingworth

Another round of peace talks

slatghter amd starvation in a The operation took place on
wat Tha! has Killed more than January 14 at the university
200 000 people smice (L erupted husp’ltﬁ.l in Aix La Chapelle,
i April 1992 Germany

Bosnian Serbs rebelled The surgeon who carried out
against the decisionnby Muslims the operation said it was suc
and Croats o secede from Serh ”wau T S umf LicTie
dominated Yugoslavia and now oerner recently acknowl
hold . bout 70 per cent ol edged that he was suflering
Baosia fronn bowel cancer

Manfred

esman



