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Economic Diplomacy

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia has called
upon our missions abroad to engage in aggressive
economic diplomacy to promote axports, inward
remittances and foreign investment. She was inau-

ting a five-day conference on manpower export
ednesday last.

Economic diplomacy has come to the forefront in
an increasingly competitive world market. Econo-
mic considerations have come to play a dominant
role in dealings among nations.

In recent days, India has signed & new agree-
ment with the European Union (EU) or, the
European Community (EC) as it is still being called,
aimed at boosting economic and technological
links. The agreement, which updates the earlier
1981 accord between the two sides, will substan-
tially enlarge the field of cooperation on trade, eco-
nomic and development issues as well as on sub-
jects such as the environment and regional inte-

tion. It also has to be remembered that with the
ormation of the European Economic Area (EEA)
the EU itself is being expanded in a year's time into
a giant economic zone of seventeen nations. India
has chosen the t time to enhance the level of
economic interaction with the EU,

Right on the heel of its new accord with the EU,
India has established a joint body with the
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to

romote bilateral trade, investment and tourism.
Burmaliy launched this month, the ASEAN-India
joint Sectoral Cooperation Committee would focus
on areas suitable for sion of trade between
two sides and for establi ent of joint ventures.

Pakistan, on its part, has joined Iran, Turkey
and five Central Asian countries — Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
— all formerly Soviet republics, as well as

stan, to form the Economic Cooperation
tion (ECO) which could emerge in time as
an active tra bloc in the region. Not that India

is sitting idle. The President of Kazakhstan visited
New Delhi this month. Among other things, it was
also that Indian banks would establish

agreed
branches in the newly emerged country.
These then are some of the instances of eco-
nomic diplomacy at work in this region. Let us

hope that the Prime Minister’s call at the confer- -

ence will bring forth new initiatives and tangible re-
sults in our economic diplomacy too. |

Understandably, the conference focused on, pro-
motipn of maripower export. In terms of numbers,
there has been a significant increase in the flow of
people going out with jobs abroad. The volume of
inward remittances of earnings, however, has not
kept up with the expansion in the number of peo-
ple employed outside the country. As it came out in
one of the working sessions of the conference, the
export of manpower increased by 260 per cent
during the five-year period between 1988 and
1993. However, remittances rose by only 65 per
cent gver the same period.

B pe of the volume of remittances to match
the level of number of emigrant workers was
blamed squarely on'inward transfer of funds

through unauthorised channels. It was also ar-
gued at the conference that the so-called ‘hundi’
business thrived because of the relative . ineffi-
ciency of the banking system in effecting transfer of
funds from abroad smoothly and expeditiously. It's
not the first time that this realisation has dawned.
Action is still awaited. Then again, the so-called
‘hundiwalah’ sitting abroad does not work in a
vacuum. He has agents working for him within the
country. - 7o

Our missions abroad could establish workable
arrangements with the authorities in the host
countries to identify the links so that the chain
could be broken at this end at least. That too would
.count as an achievement of economic diplomacy. .

Disquieting Omens

Seven more days to go for the mayoral elections.
There is no sign yet of any party or candidate car-
ing to obey the Election Commission proddings
against camps and wall writings. This augurs ill for
the polls. - |

The Chief Election Commissioner has through

the media repeatedly insisted on the requirements
of breaking down camps and wiping off wall daub-
ings. He has been diffident and solicitous in that.
And he has also issued written requests to the par-
ties to abide by his instructions. Then he has tried
to be stern using very explicit and unambiguous
language. With no result, so far.

On the contrary some camps are, being painted
afresh in Dhaka. Not one of about 400 camps here
has been dismantled. A national daily has noted

that in the capital city only one wall remained to be

written on — many of these wall writings
doubledly committeg
'CEC against these. The Commission has set a

ceiling on election expenses. Whoever of the candi-

dates have gone for multicolour and extensive
postering have already crossed that ceiling:

Time is ripe for stern action. And this time is fast

- running out. A day lost weuld make it difficult a
hundred fold to salvage the elections. Knocking
down the camps or wiping the walls only two days
before the polls will only make the Election
Commission a lau stock. For the forces al-
ready set in motion to negate the rules of the game
cannot ever be reined in by action taken too late.

. Why are the parties doing it? Why are they being
a party to sabotaging the elections willingly? One of
them is the government arid another is in
the run to do the same. If these two play foul, what

~ would happen to our appointment with democracy
and clean and transparent government?

It is hightime the parties took command of their
own situation and responded to the behest of the
CEC. We call upon the parties to beat one another
in the race to heeding the CEC's instructions for
their own good. Whichever party would begin the
race and break the camps first will earn not only
gratitude of the electorate but also crucial votes
matching that. ‘

In the case of the parties and the candidates
failing the CEC and the nation, we would cate-
gorically counsel the CEC to call off the polls and
reschedule these and continue doing so till things

- are satisfactory with him, if only to see him keep
his words. |

WEre uIl-

after the first warning of the

HILE the metropo lis
dwellers are gripped
with polls fever. the

whole nation looks forward to
January 30 — the day for the
grand city corporation elec
tions through which the es
teemed mayors of four cities
will be elected directly for the
first time in Bangladesh

The excitement and enthu-
siasm created over these elec
tions have perhaps surpassed
that of other polls held in this
colintry. National leaders like
Begum Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina are themselves now
moving from door to door
seeking votes for their candi-
dates. Leaders gnd activists of
other political parties are also
on the sireets to get their
nominees returned. Dhaka,
Chittagong, Khulna and
Rajshahi are wearing festive
look. These four cities having a
total population of about 10
million, are virtually en-
wrapped with colourful
posters, festoons and banners
while slogan-chanting proces-
sions, rallles and noisy cam-
paigns are warming up the
chilly winter atmosphere

Who will win or which party
will gain much from these
polls? — s the hot topic ev-
erywhere — be it a working
place, a sitting room or a ren-
dezvous. Dominating issue in

such discussions is obviously

the quality and background of
the candidates while the past
and present activities of the
parties concerned also come
up as well.

But the fact remains that
the forthcoming elections are
merely for local bodies like

which once had the status of
municipalities. The result of

January 30 polls. whatever it
may be will not bring any
change in the government or
in the parliament. The political
parties are not participating in
these elections officially. but
they certainly have fielded
candidates and are providing
them active and strong sup-
port. And this support brings
political top-notchers at the
doorsteps of commaners — an
interesting phenomenon in
electoral campaigns.

During the parliamentary
elections of 1991, Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP] chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia and
Awami League (AL] president
Sheikh Hasina kept the cam-
paigns for their own candidacy
conltined only in big public

meetings. Bolth the leadérs
contesied (he Jatiya Sangsad
S| polls from more than one
constituency in the metropolis.
The inhabitants of the capital
city are now surprised and also
amused to have the Prime
Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition amongst them. The
very presence of the top lead-
ers in campaigns at grassroots
level has added special signifi-
cance to the coming elections.

What gives such magnitude
to the city corporation polls?
Why the parties and leaders
are attaching so much imper-
tance to it? 1t js only the polit-
ical situation that has given the
corporation polls this state of
significance. Almost three
years have gone by since the

" government.

Mayoral Polls: Bout of Two Parties

by Chapal Bashar

last parliamentary e€lections
that installed BNP in power

while the AL emerged as the
mainstream opposition party
Much water has flown through

Buriganga during this period
when the nation witnessed

tussles and conflicts between
the two parties which only
grew with the passage of days
and virtually reached a state of
confrontation. In a latest de-
velopment. the AL took the
new stance demanding next JS

menilary polls The January 30
eleciions have also provided
opportunity to yileld political
gains for the AL which is fight-
ing tooth and natl to capture
mayors offices and alse to
avenge their defeat in last JS
polls.

All eyes are now fixed on
January Sgntht polls date, par-
ticularly t of the capital city
where a total of 17,54.475 |
however, out of a 7 million

population), have been enlisted

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
L T R e

polls under a neutral caretaker
However, the
demand was strongly opposed
by the ruling party who termed
the idea as unconstitutional.

In the backdrop of such a
political scenario, the country
is having this mayoral elec-
tions. This is vital for the par-
ties as the mayors will be
elected directly by the voters
— first time in’38 years. The
parties consider this election
as a test-case to evaluate their
position and popularity in the
major urban areas.

The coming elections are
undoubtedly a challenge for
the ruling party to prove its
dominance in four cities where
the BNP captured all the JS
seats during the last parlia-

as voters who will elect the
city father and 90 ward com-
missioners. Twenty-four candi-
dates, mostly from political
parties, big or small, are vying
for the coveted post of Mayor
of Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC). Prominent among them
are Mirza Abbas (BNP),
Mohammad Hanif (AL). Col
(retd) Abdul Malek (Jatiya
Party), Manzurul Ahsan Khan
(10-left parties) and Azharul
Islam (Jamaat-e-Islami). Mirza
Abbas, a Member of Parliament
elected from a city cop-
stituency, have also served the
DCC as an appointed mayor for
31 months, but resigned re-
cently. His main rival Moham-
mad Hanif, a former MP, is the
president of AL's city commi-

tiee. Beoilv Abbas and Hanif are
well known in the city for
their political and social ac-
tvities. Hanifl, an inhabitant of
the old city, maintains good
contact with that part of the
metrapolis which has made
him popular in some areas.
Abbas also proved his popu-
larity during the last JS polls,
beating the AL candidate by a
big margin.

However, both Abbas and
Hanif are now facing each
other with a bigger
mih—rdmwm
mayoral constituency that cov-
ers eight parliamentary seats.
it is not a mere contest of two
candidates — rather it can be
termed and looked at as a big
bout between the two major
parties. One is o pro-
lect its fort while other's tar-

gel is to recapture it

Among other mayoral can-
didates, former city father
Malek of JP is also in the race.
it is clear that the party of de-
posed president Ershad has
fieided the candidate only to
gain . footing in the political
arena. JP stalwarts Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, Moudud
Ahmed, Kazi Zafar Ahmed and
others have joined the cam-

paign in support of their can-

didate and addressing the .

meetings and rallies in the city
freely.

The left alliance has nomi-
nated CPB leader Manzurul
Ahsan Khan for the mayorship
with a purpose to maintain

" their proximity with the peo-

ple and also to create a base

~ Similar is the cause of
Jamaat for a candi-
date for mayoral polls while
the party is the op-

city corperations — all of
S things stand, the lan-
dlocked mountain repu-

A blic of Alghanistan has
entered into a crucial phase of
the long drawn-out struggle for
power unleashed by the
Mujaheedin factions soon after
the exit of the Soviet troops
from that theatre of bloody
battle.

Although the factional feud
in this strife-torn country has
seemingly entered into its clos-
ing chapter, no one can say
with a measure of certainty
when -it will end. On the con-
trary. it can be stated with a
fair degree of confidence that
the current conflict may turn
out to be a painfully protracted
one. -
Following the expiry of 24-
hour ceasefire arranged at the
joint initiative of Pakistan and
the United Nations to help
evacuate diplomats and the
wounded, the air and artillery
bombardment of Kabul has

been resumed at full scale. If
the remorseless bombardment

'of Kabul eontinues unabated,

Guns Across the Karakorums

by A Z M Haider

victory to the faction, which will
eventudlly win, will be rendere«|
meaningless because due (o
cannonade Kabul will virtually
turn into rubbles.

At present two major Afghan
Mujaheedin factions — oné be:
ing led by President Rabbani
and backed by his defence
minister Ahmed Shah Masud
and the other being headed by
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar — are
locked up in bitter wrangle for
power. -

The warlord, General
Dostum originally belonged to
President Rabbani's faction. But
subsequently Dostum defected
from Rabbani's faction to take
side with  Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, Prime Minister and
arch adversary of President
Rabbani. -

Rabbani and Masud hail
from the northern provinces eof
Afghanistan wherein Persian

speaking Shiah Muslims cons# r-&ﬁ:r“ Kabw are pottimg up

tute the overwhelming majority.
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, on the
other hand, represents south-
ern  provinces bordering
Pakistan. Pushton speaking
Sunni Muslims preponderate
southern provinces. As a matter
of fact, Pushton speaking Sunni
Muslims form about sixty per-
cent of the total population of
Afghanistan, Naturally, there-
fore, Hekmatyar. who is the
legder of the Pushion speaking
Sunni Muslims of the southern
provinces, thinks he has the le-
gilimate right to rule this coun-
try.

Dostum, an ally of
Hekmatyar, with the help of a
couple of Russian made aircraft
under his command, is carrying
out blitz to heavily pound
Kabul. Rabbani and Masud's
forces who are based in and

tough resistance. Rabbani and
Masud together with their
forces and air-base are well-en-
trenched in Kabul. Gulbuddin

-Hekmatyar is conducting the

war from his hideout on the
outskirt of Kabul while Dostum
is carrying out blitzkrieg from
his stronghold in the northern
town of Mazar-e-Sharif.

Hekmatyar and Dostum
have mouhted concerted offen-
sive to dislodge Rabbani and
Masud from Kabul because they
know, he who controls Kabul

has the sway over whole ol

Afghanistan. But Rabbani and
Masud are too deeply ingrained
and strategically well-positioned
to be thrown out of Kabul by
unremitting bombardments.
Such bombardments can cause
large-scale destruction and

- prolong agony of the civilian

population. But it cannot over-

throw a militarily well-en-

trenched opponent. Thus the fi-

nal round of civil war now being
waged by the two opposing fac-

tions. in Afghanistan is unlikely
to end’soon. It is, not theé con-

trary, going to be a prolonged
agony caused due to limitless
bloodshed. deaths and devasta-

tion. And when this fratricidal
strife ends, victory will be ren-

dered meaningless to the victor.
In other words, people of
Afghanistan will have to pay a
very heavy price for the current

battle for power being fought by
two opposing factions.

Realising the frightful conse-
quences of this fratricidal con-

~ flict, Pakistan, which is the

closest neighbour  of
Afghanistan, is making desper-

ate effort to end it. Islamabad’

has a great stake in peace and
political stability of Afghanistan

mainly for two reasons. Firstly,
if the civil war in

continues unabated, there may
be large-scale influx of refugees
to Pakistan causing unneces-
sary burden on her economy.
Secondly. Afghanistan prevides
the only road link between
Pakistan and the newly liber-
ated Central Asian Muslim
states who are members of the
newly formed Economie
Cooperation Organisation
(ECO). The dragging out of this
conflict: will mean the road
running through Afghanistan
and connecting Pakistan with
Iran and the Central Asian
Muslim states will remain dis-
rupted. Naturally, therefore, the
trade transactions and other
economic activities due to begin
within the framework of ECO
will be delayed for an indefinite
period. Afghanistan is also a
member of ECO and hence she
will also remain deprived of the
benefits of ECO as long as this
war continues. Sooner the
warring factions realise this

Partnership for Peace Opens Door to NATO M embership

HE proposed "Partner-

ship for Peace” is "sett-

ing in motion a dynamic
process which 'is explicitly
opening the door" to
membership in the North Atla-
ntic Treaty Organization (NATO)
by all the nations of Europe,
President Clinton's National
Security Affairs Adviser

Anthony Lake declared January
4

Lake added, "We hope they
walk through.” The partnership
will be open to former members
of the Warsaw Pact, including
republics of the former Soviet
Union, the nations of Eastern
and Central Europe, and to
neutral countries on the conti-
nent,

A senior administration offi-
cial told a group of reporters he
expects the partnership to be
formally proposed during
ton's participation in the NATO
summit January 10-11 in
Brussels, opening a process of

formal commitment to a part-

nership declaration.

The partnership would con-
fer no automatic security guar-
antees, as does full membership
in NATO, but provides for con-
sultation by partners with the
alliance in the event of "direct
and immediate threat.” For the
United States, the partnership
does not require congressional
approval, as would opening

NATO to new full members.
There would however be a around the rim. It's that uncer-

| addn_eu B
Baridhara J Block

Sir, Much has been written
in newspapers and focused on
TV to ameliorate the plight of al-
lottees of Baridhara 'J' Block.

Three months back from The
Daily Star news I came to know

that the Minister for Works had -

given assurance that the gov-
ernment was hopeful of giving
possession of land of Baridhara
'J’ Block to the allottees.

Now, the year has rolled out.
yel nothing concrete has
evolved on this issue. Meeting
after meeting is going on., but
nothing has heen finalised as
yet. By now, eight long years
hdve passed after allotment,
and about a dozen of allottees
have passed away without en-
Joying their life-long dream of a
"sweet home".

May I, once again request

- Madeleine

Clin-

" bership

Letters for publication in these columns
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
‘tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and |

'“nndcﬂlirmm' in the US de-
fence budget to pay for potential
peacekeeping activities.

The president is sending his

" United Nations ambassador and

the chairman of the Joint Chiefs
_of Staff to Europe in advance of
his own eight-day journey to
further explain the partnership.
t and General
John Shalikashvili will travel to
Poland, the Czech lic, the
Slovak Republic and Hungary:

Clinton will meet the leaders of
- those nations in Prague next

week. -

_ Shalikashvili told reporters
at the White House that the
partnership "is all about bring-
ing stability and security to all
of Europe.” He pointed out the
West has s for years "to
try to break down the divisions"
that have existed between East
and West. He said the "reason
the partnership is defined as it
is" as less than full NATO mem-
"is to avoid at all cost
the establishment of a new line,
a new division that would create
new tensions and fuel new con-
flict.”

The general defined the
"enemy"” in the wake of the Cold
War as "this feeling of instabil-
ity, of inseéurity that our Euro-
pean partners feel, particularly
our East European partnmers
feel. And rightfully so, as they
look at the landscape that they
see...those flashpoints all

g
J 1,
1||

should ‘ be

.the Works Ministry and RAJUK
to take positive step to finalise
this possession issue without
wasting any further time?

" Moinuddin Choudhury
243. Lalbagh Road, Dhaka

Municipal elections
~ S8ir, The present govern-
ment deserves to be congratu-
lated on its asking the candi-
dates contesting the municipal
elections to submit to the re-
turning officers statement of
their sources of Income,
statement of their property,
accounts of their annual in-
come and expenditure, other
sources of income, if any, as
well as a copy of their latest
mcome tax payment receipt, —
failing which they will even be
liable to punishment.

Alexander M Sullivan writes from Washington

tainty, that instability they see,
against which they want some
sort of protection.”

He said the lesson that
should have been learned in

Europe is that "no one can feel

sale and secure in Europe until
all feel safe and secure. We
cannot achieve that end if we
include small numbers and ex-
clude large numbers. At this
very delicate time...it is not the
time to set up new divisions."
The senfor administration
official said Clinton is going to
Europe "at a moment of ex-
traordinary strategic impor-
tance” for the continent and for
the world. One theme of the
journey to Brussels, Prague,
Moscow and Minsk, he noted,
will be the integration of Europe
following the collapse of the So-
viet empire and the fall of the
Iron Curtain. "It is tremen-
dously important, it seems to
us”.he-said, "to see the whole

. area whole and the trip whole."

The official pointed out the
people of the region and their
institutions will be making diffi-
cult choices in the days ahead.
"In Russia, will they be choos-
ing over the next year gnd be-
yond, democracy and reform?
Along the states on the periph-
ery of Russia it's a question of

whether those states will see -

their big neighbour as a gnod

——————

Well and good, but the vot-
ers would also like to know
something more. This is as a
result of their bitter experi-
ence of the past elections. We
have already seen how after
the oath taking ceremony and
commissioning of the Parlia-
ment ' session, .the salaries,

house TrTents and other
emoluments of the MPs,
Ministers, Prime Minister.

Speaker,. Dy. Speaker and
President were raised. Even
pension for MPs was sanc-
tioned; later, however, with-
held and withdrawn. They got

That is why. voters. would
like to know from the individ-
ual candidates for both mayor-
ship and commissionership,
what honorarium and other
emoluments and privileges
they would like to have from
tax payers money when they
are installed in office after the
elections so that they don't
feel shocked over again, if they
find the mayors and commis-
sioners, so elected, demand-
ing, maybe, that their houses
and other property be made
tax-free for life!

Dr 8 Neamatullah
Dhaka

neighbour. Related to that is i -

nuclearisation,” in Ukrainc: and
elsewhere. :

He said the nations of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe face
the choice of "looking East in
fear, or to the West in confi-

_ dence.”

For NATO, he said, there is
the "large, historic guestion of
what the mission and shape of
the most successful alliance in
history will be. We need to also
set, with the European Union,
what the post-Uruguay Round
agenda will be, not just in trade
issues, but"how we work to-
gether for growth, for jobs et
cetera.”

Running through all those
issues, the official pointed out,
is the question of whether "that
whole region can become more
integrated or less, and related
to that is whether democracies
and (free) markets will thrive
within those states.” _

The official told reporters the
partnership "is a very important
part” of the process of integrat-
ing Europe, providing confi-
dénce and stability for the re-
gion. &)
"It will be open,” he ex-

- plained, "to all the former mem-

bers of the Warsaw Pact — not
only the former Soviet Union
but its allies within the pact —
and (to) Europe’'s neutrals as
well. We believe it will be

elections and

- demands

Sir, Election campaigns of 7
contestants for the mayorship
and 257 contestants for the 30
ward commissioners of
Rajshahi City Corporation are
now in full swing. For overall
developments of the city in par-
ticular, and the region in gen-
eral, the inhabitants consider
that more emphasis needs to be
given on the demands, as fol-
lows:

The Works Ministry
[Rajshahi)] ‘and Rajshahi
Development Authority both
sent to the government, in all
29 projects, old and new, for
consideration. Besides massive
reconstruction of roads, im-
provément of water supply, im-
portant also are agrobased in-
dustrial complex, Luxmipur-
Kashia Vanga road extension,
Rajshahi By-pass, straight road ,
between Rajshahi University
and Rajshahi Court, truck ter
minal. auditorium, shishu
parks etc. But due (o the
paucity of fund, all these vital
proposals remain shelved

through an invitation to
prospeciive partners to sign a
[ramework declaration which
will spell out the political and
military obligations of the signa-
tories." |
Obligations include a com-
mitment to democracy, to
peaceful resolution of disputes,
civilian eontrol of the military,
defence budgets open to public
scrutiny, and development of
military forces capable of oper-
ating with NATO. Partners

_would file commitment docu-

ments specifying which forces
they would make available for
partnership activities like
training, search and rescue op-
erations, delivery of humanitar-
ian assistance and peacekeep-
ing.

"The intent of this,” the ofli-
‘clal said, "is almost as impor-

- tant as the :practical detail.

Whal we say about it matters,
and we see the partnership as
"NATO's opening to Europe's

new democracies. It expresscs *

our expectation and eur hope
that NATO membership will ex-
pand by means of an eveolu-
tionary process. The parfner-
ship is part of that process to-
ward NATO membership.”

The evolutionary process, he.
said, "avoids drawing new lines
between East and West in Eu-
rope now. Such dividing lines,
wc believe, could destabilise
stat s to the East and could be-

Rajshahi Airport needs to be
developed as an international
airport. It is possible with the
introduction of weekly flights
between Rajshahi-Calcutta and

" vice versa. There is nol a single

international airport in
Rajshahi, Khulna. Barisal
Dividions. But there are three
international airperts in Dhaka,
Chittagong Divisions. These
airports also achieved the inter-
national character with weekly
Mights to Calcutta and vice
versa. Jamuna river divides the
country into eastern and wesi-
ern zones. To face the difficul-
lies during natural calamities in
handling international air traf-

fic, Rajshahi airport needs to be
developed as a second runway.

The region “Barind” has been
historically civilised and very
ancient. The great religious and
spiritual leader Gautam
Buddha, the famous Chinese
traveller Hue An Shang visited
the region of which Rajshahi is
the divisional headquarters
Ancienf, rare relics. sculptures
of Rajshahi Barendra Museumn
arbitrarily taken away Lo
Dhaka, need to be returned and
the Barendra Museum needs (o

be upgraded to a modern na

come a self-fulfilling prophecy of '

pessimism about Russia. This
would not be in the interest of
either NATO or indeed of the
stales of Central and Eastern
Europe.”

Questioned about news re-
ports concerning doubts raised
by Poland and other former
Warsaw Pact members, the offi-
cial expressed confidence that
as the states understand the
details of the partnership and
the intent of the alliance, "they
will be attracted. We do not
mcan that we have made a

* static decision. We are setting

in motion a dynamic process
explicitly opening the door, one
that we hope that they will walk
through, to a full NATO mem-
bership.”

He said there is no timetable
for conclusion of that "dynamic
process” lest setting deadlines
create new divisions between
East and West, and '

- the hand ufulh-mmuwtﬁ:

Russia. "We see the P
as an insurance policy,” he

added, "one we expect never |
be cashed in.... We believe it
preferable to have an evolution-

pansion of membership.”

The official said such a
drawipg of lines seem to
exclude Russia, when in fact
eventual Russian membership
would be welcomed. \

tional museum with rapid.
massive renovation and devel-
opment.

The western region consist-
ing of Rajshahi and Khulna di-
visions has two different railway
systems — 85% broad gauge
and only 15% metre gauge. To
connect directly and smoothly
both Rajshahi and Khulna cities
and their vast agricultural, in-
dusirial, commercial base with
the capital Dhaka, without any
change-over and in less time,
only broad gauge railway track
shouild have to be installed on
proposed Jamuna Bridge. To
connect Dhaka, the proposed
metre-gauge railway tracks on
Jamuna Bridge cannot solve the
massive communication prob-
lem because change-over from
broad gauge to metre gauge and
vice versa is more time consum-
ing. expensive. troublesome. ,1
and also risky particularly in
case of goods carrying

Md Anwarul Afzal

Ex Member National Ratlivay
Consultative Commylitee,
Rey shahi




