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Today's issue of The Dhily
Star includes a four-page
section on 'US Business in

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina will address two elec
tion rallies in the capital today
Thé rallies will be held at
Hazaribagh at 3 pm and at

Azampur under Utiara Thana
at 5 pm to canvasd for the AL
mayoral candidate Mohammad
Hanif .

3 killed in Cox's
Bazar road mishap

COX'S BAZAR. Jan 2]

Three people were killed and
four were wounded when a
truck smashed }wo rickshaws
at Mehergona in Sadar thana
on the Cox's Bazar-Chittagong
highway today. Police sources
said the truck laden with
bricks struck the rickshaws
before plunging into a wayside
ditch in the evening as one of
its front wheels became inop-
. erative. The accident left three
rickshaw ssengers dead

Their identities could not be
known immediately, reports
UNB.

Cold wave claims
5 more in Sirajgan)

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 21: Cold
wave sweeping across the
northern districis claimed five
more lives in the district in 458
hours till 6 am today. family
sources said. The dead were
identified as Kasim Bepari and
Rubia. 4, of Bengani in
Chowhali thana, Maya Rishi
60. of Mohanpur and Buddha.
5, of Dhaleswar village in
Ullapara and Hares Ali. 56 of
Charnati Para in Kazipur thana,

reports LINB.

“Prime

THE HAGUE, Jan “21:
Secretary Genera] Boutros-

may order air strikes against

ing troops
within few days, reports AP.

"[ have received today in-
formation that the problem [in
_Srebrenioa) is on the point of
being resolved,” said Ghali at a
news conference.

make the decision to use the
g -

NATO said last week it was
prepared to use air sirikes to
open an air strip in northern
Bosnia to aid flights and to pro-
tect Canadian troops in the
Muslim enclave of Srebrenica in
Eastern Bosnia. The strike
would have to hE authorised by
the UN.

"Before agreeing to use alr

UN
Boutros Ghali said Friday he
Serb forces unless they allow

the rotation of UN peacekeep-
in- Bosnia next

"If it (the rotation) does not
happen. then we will have to
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power we have to agree on what
our plan of action will be and
that is what we are doing now."
Ghali's special envoy in the
former Yugosla¥ia, Yasushi
Akashi, presentell a cease-fire
plan three days ago and Ghali
hopes it will be lg?recd to by the
Serbs.

"Personally | am in favour of -

the use of air power,’ sald the

Secretary General. |
"He said if he received a re-

quest to use the power, it will/

certainly give the green light
after consultation with the

Security Council.”

NATO officials have sajd that
Ghali must be the one to un:!cr
any air strikes. -

Serb gunners have sur-
rounded Srebrenica and
blocked' Dutch peacekeepers
from moving in and replacing
Canadian troops. -

AFP adds: NATO is close to
taking action to reupen Tuzla

TOKYO, Jan 21: Japml:st
Minister Morihiro
Hosokawa -and his governing
coalition lost a crucial battle on
Friday when the Upper House
of parliament rejected their
plan for sweeping political re-
forms, reports Reuter.

Hosokawa, who has fallen
behind on the urgent task of
drafting anti-recession mea-

form, could now try to forge a
compromise deal with th: op-
position or convene a joint
house panel in a last-ditch bid
to save his reforms.

“The political reform bills
have been rejected.” said
Bumpei Hara. Upper House
president. after the bills were
voted down 130-118 in a ple-

age of reforms was sturmingly
defeated _
Asked at a news conference
if he would call elections or
step down, he replaied: "I am

not such a course.”
Instead of elections,
Hosokawa said, the ruling

coalition would seek to keep

sures to gamble on political re-

|k Emmm e —

Ghali threatens to use
force against Serbs

ajrpurtaruibmuklhcﬂegzo{

the enclave of Srebrenica..

Bosnian President - Alija
Izetbegovic said Thursday after
a meeting h::re wwith NATO
officials.

"My feeling is thn,t NATO is
studying the problem of Tuzla
and Brebrenica. They will do
something lo solve the prob-
lem." he told a pgess confer-
ence.

The north Atlantic Treaty
Organisation, which Jast week
threatened to use aflied war-
planes to break the Serb siege
of Sarajevo and other besieged
Bosnian communities,
help to end the war through
negotiation and some military
action against the Serb posi-
tions." lzetbegovic said. ~ -

He said he had explained to
NATO officials why Bosnian
negotiators had been unable to
accept the proposed settle,

~ ment in Geneva,

I-Iosokawa S reform bllls

the current mﬂﬂ e ‘Jmmmnlllimtu'Munhmi Hosokawa pauses during a
"l regret the vote, but we press conference in Tokyo yesterday following the rejection
will still keep trying. We still of his political reform bills by the Upper House of Parlia-
See Page 12Col 7 | ment. . — AFP photo

The city corporation polls,
scheduled for January 30. are
now the talk of the town in the
country’'s four major cities —
Dhaka. Chittagong, Khulna and

More than 29 lakh voters in
these four cities will choose
four mayors and 191 commis-
sioners for a five-year term.

Forty-eight candidates are
contesting for the four mayoral
posts and 1409 for ‘the 191
commissioner posis.

Of the 48 mayoral candi-
dates, 24 are in the race in
Dhaka, 12 in Chittagong. five
in Khulna afd seven In
Rajshahi.

On the other hand, 675
candidates are vying for 90
commissioner posts in the
Dhaka City Corporation, 301
for 4] posts in Chit 176
for 31 posts in Khulna and 257

for 30 posts in Rajshahi.

RAJSHAHI, Jan 21: Awami
League mayoral candidate for
the Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC) polls, Abdul Matin Khan
has said. il elected. he would
take necessary steps Lo pro
vide basic amenities 1o the city
dwellers of Rajshahi

“The administrative setup of
the RCC would be overhauled
to ensure the development of
years in Britain till 1992 told
The Daily Star.

The AL leader, who is also a
citizen of the United Kingdom
and was a Labour Party mem-
ber in that country said, mere
dévelopment of some roads
and graveyards in Rajshahi was
not enough. This city, he said
needs special development
and the peopie need social se
«<urity with proper medicare

Polls burning toplc in 4 cities

By Nurul Kabir

The number of voters under
the Dhaka City Corporation is
17.54. 475 while it is 6 85,855
in Chittagong. 3.28.765 in
Khulna and 1.5]1,68] in
Rajshahi. The 1457 mayoral
and commissioner candidates
are likely to spend. if the elec-
tion rules are not violated,
Taka nine crore. forty four
lakh and fifty thousand for
campaigning with each may-
oral candidate allowed 1o
spend Tk five lakh and each
commissioner candidate Tk
fifty thousand

However  the city polls have
become a buming topic this
yeas for different reasons.

First of all. the mayors are
going to be elected, for the
first time in the history of the
corporations, directly by the
voters. Previously, the city
basses had been picked either
by the commissioners elected

directly by the people or were
nominated by the government
itself.

The newly adopted direct
election system has naturally
generated some additional
enthusiasm about the polls
among the voters.

Secondly, the present
Election Commission. which
has already earned a reputation
for its sincere efforts to con-
duct polls neutrally. has once
again expressed its firm de-
termination to exploit all pos-
sible means., under the exist-
ing laws and rules, to ensure
fairmess in the city polls.

Chiel Election Commi-
ssioner Justice Abdur Roul,
with a view to averting possible

- violenée in the elections, has

had several rounds of talks

with leaders of the political

parties having representation
See Page 12 Col 3

Interview with RCC mayor candidate .

From Asiuzzaman

A Maun Khan

and echucation
A repowned
was selected for the Rome
Olympics from the then East
Pakistan in 1966 the 55 year

athlete. who

Mayor shouldn't be gouvt agent: Matin

oid AL leader said " always feel
proud of being a Bengali rather
than a Briton "

"1 am here to spend Lhe
rest of my life at the service of
the people ™ Khan. who partic-
ipated in the London marathon
seven times till 1990 said.

Matin Khan alleged that the
funds allocated for the devel-
opment of the city were not
being utilised properly.
Moreover, sometimes some
unrealistic projects were taken
up by the RCC authorities, he
said ;
This century-old city is be
set with many problems in-
cluding floating populations.

A mayor should not be an
agent of the government He
should work independently for
the betterment of the citizens

See Page |12 Col B
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‘The city

Quake n
Indqnesia
kalls 7

JAKARTA, Jan 21: At least
seven people were reported
killed when a strong earth-
quake shook the Mpluccan
island of Halmahera today,
toppling buildings. ruining a
runway and triggering panic,
residents said, rts Reuter.

The Jakartda Meteorological
and Geoph agency revised
its earlier estitmate of the size
of the quake, which struck at
mid-morning {n the area
(0224 GMT) to+6.8 on the
open-ended Richter scale. - |

It earlier said the quakm
the largest in the region in
more than 30 years®hit 7.2,
while the US Geological Survey
said it hit 7. 3 nn the aamt-
scale.

tact with the worst-hit area,
around the town of Kao on the
northern Isthmus nf the is-
land, said seven pcﬁple were
killed. although the cause of
death was 1|L11'=u:1::.£|;1'.\L

BNP leaders
seek votes
- for Abbas

By Staff Correspondent
A number of central BNP

- leaders yesterday toured some

city areas to canvass for their
mayoral candidate Mirza Abbas.

Works Minister Rafiqul 1slam
Miah addressed a rally at the

~ Mugdapara Square, Commerce

Minister M Shamsul Islam at
Maniknagar and Labouf and
Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Ehuiyan at the AGB

colony.,

Partycancﬂdateﬂir:ahﬂlaﬂ
himself addressed a number of

The BNP leaders pledged
that the development works in
the capital would be geared up
and basic amenities of the citi-
zeifis ensured if Mirza Abbas
won the Jaruary 30 polis.

The party will bring out a

on in the city Sunday.
It will start from the party's
Nayapaltan central office at 11
am.

Strike paralyses
Bombay: 1122
arrested

BOMBAY, Jan 21: Right
Wing Hindu militants virtually
paralysed India's commercial
capital Bombay on Friday with
a strike protesting against the
renaming of a university after a
former low caste leader, police
officials said, reports Reuter.

There was scattered vio-
lence as supporters of the
hardiine Hindu Shiv Sena party
stoned buses and suburban
trains to enforce the stoppage

Security was tight as
28.000 police and para-mili
tary manned major junctions
ice control centre
said 1.122 people had been ar-
rested since last night.

The Shiv Sena, or Shivs
army. which takes its name
from a 15th century warrior
king Shivaji, called the strike
in India's western state ol
Maharashtira after the govern ,
ment renamed a local univer
sity after Babasaheb Ambedkr
former leader of the "untou
chables” community.

Muggers rob
picnic party
By Staff Correspondent

A serious daylight robbery
was committed at the

Joydevpur National Park in

Gazipur district, some 30 kms
from the capilal yesterday.

An armed gang of six to
seven muggers alttacked some
members of a picnic party ol
the Bangladesh Walch Traders
Association, Patuyatuly at the
National Park at around 10:30
in the morning.

The muggers, brandishing
two pistols, long knives and
machetes, pounced on some
the picnickers while they wer:
playing cards. Before anyon:
could react, the gangslers
made good their escape with
more than two dozen wrist
watches, atl least a dozen cam
eras, sunglasses and cas]i
amounting to more than one
lakh

Local police was informed
of the matter but rnone hadl
been arrested.

Meanwhile. Lenin (anl «

- Sub-editor of the Daily Hta

was attacked by four muggers
travelling in a white car Jas!
night. Gani. who was returning
home by an autorickshaw al
around midnight - was robbed
of his wristwatch on Road No
4 Dhanmondi. only yards froan
the newspaper nffice

‘One resident in radio con-

]
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Foreign aid in the
plpelme declines

By Imam Ahmed

The country’s foreign aid in
the pipeline has gone down
considerably over the last few
months against the backdrop
of the global aid scenario

. emerging out of the demise of

the communist empire.

The pipeline reserve of for-
eign aid was at a little over 4.4
billion US dollars last month.
[t was 5:264 billion in June,
1992. During the first quarter
of fiscal 1993-94, the reserve
remained at the five billion
level, sources indicated.

~ When negotiations for any
foreign assistance is com-

pleted, it is regarded as being
in the pipeline. The recipient
tountry then utilises the
pipeline reserve over the next

few years once thc projects’

start rolling.

The slimming down of the .

pipeline is of keen interest to
the country's economists be-

" cause the pipeline Teserve

tends to become higg-_er due to

_ change

slower disbursement and ex-
rate revalidation.
Each year, after adjusting
the books, the pipeline situa-
tion usually appears higher be-
cause of the revalidation of 29
major currencies which come
as aid and add up to the
pipeline.
Sources said

had been narro recently

. because of some tightening up

by the t with regard
to receiving foreign aid.. Also

there was a record low com-
mitomrent *last - year by the
donors. - ’

It was decided thal the gov-
ernment would nolt receive
new aid with too many strings
and any foreign-assisted pro-

ject must have relevance to the

country's development strat-

CEy. "

On the other hdéhd, the

commitment last year — 1275

million US dollars — was the
Sae Page 12 Col 3

BNP admn has fajled due
to corruptlon Hasina

. From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 21: The
Awami League president and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina al-

leged here today that the BNP

had failed to administer the
country due to its "1ncfﬂci:snc3r
and corruption.” -

At a big election meeting or-
ganised in support of the Awami
LCeague mayoral candidate for
the Khuina City Corporation

polls at the local Circuit House -

maidan. Sheikh Hasina also al-
leged that the BNP had politi-
calised the administration. "The
people have no security of life

and property as the government
gives shelter to the terrorists,”

. _she main ained *

With Manzurul Karim, prg:ﬂi
dent of the Khulna city unit of
Awami League in the chair, the
meeting was also addressed by
central AL leaders Salahuddin
Yusuf MP, Amir Hossain Amu,
M'A Jalil, and local Awami
League leaders. including
Harunur Rashid MP. Talukdar
Abdul Khaleque MP, Shamsur
Rahman Mani, DBegum
Monnujan Sufian and
Mahabubul Alam Hiron and the
Awami League mayoral candi-

| date for KCC. The editor of the

Ajker Kagaj Col. (rtd)
Shahed Ahmed also spoke.
Shetkh Hasina said the BNP

Kazi

|

government was pursuing a

wrong economic policy which
according to her, resulted in the

closure of four Lhmlﬂnd in-

dustries and retrenchment of
thousands of workers. Seven
more private jute mills in the
Khulna region are bt:ing closed
dowm. -
. In this connection, she men-
tioned that the Khulna Hard
Board Mjlls and the Khulna
Textile Mills are being sold out
to private though these
mills are profitable concerns.
Sheikh Hasina urged the au-
thorities not to denationalise
The Awami League chief
pledged that {f her nominees

—See Page12Col 7

Hanif, AL leaders

campaign 1in city
By Staff Correspondent .
Awami League mayoral can-

~ didate in Dhaka Mohammad

Hanif offered Jumma prayers at
the Rajarbagh Peolice Lines
mosgue and sought blessings of

-the devotees for his victory in
the January 30 city corporation :
After the prayers, Hanif went*

to Goran under Sabujbagh.

thana for canvassing. Later in

the afternoon, the AL nominee

visited some wards in Mirpur,
Sce Page 12 Col 4
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President Assad's
son killed in
- car crash

DAMASCUS, Jan 21: Syrian
President Hafez Al-Assad's son
and possible successor, Basil,
was killed in a car crash in
Syria on Friday, state-run radio
reported. He was 31, reports
AP. :

Basil Assad was a Syrian air
force major and head of the

presidential apparatus.
He was conside a candidate
to succeed his father, but

would have been constitution-
ally forbidden from assuming
the pmsideuc]r until he was
40.

The radio gave no details of
the accident.

. But sources close to the
Assad family said Basil was
heading to Damascus airport to
catch a flight to Germany when
his car crashed in foggy
"weather. He was driving the
car. :

The racdo said his funeral
would be held Saturday in the
family's hometown of Kardahah

] in the northwest of the coun-

Slx kllled in-

mishaps

By DMCH Correspondent

At least six persons were
killed in separate incidents —
four in the capital and twe in

Rahima — died on the spot
when a train ran over her at the

Mohakhali rail crossing in the

A passerby, Abdul Khaleq,
50, died when a speeding car
knocked him down at Hﬂlln'tl:k,
Uttara, at 7 am.

Uttara police seized the car
bearing mimber Dhaka Metro-
Ka-02-0740 and_arrested its
driver Munir Hossain. They re-

-covered a charred body of a
‘woman from Kawla at around
noon. The causg of her death
was not known.

Demra police also recovered
the bady of an unidentified man
aged aboul 60 fromi a drain at
Amlia, Demra. Police suspect
the man was murdered. The
body was sent to the Mitford
Hospital morgue while three
other bodies were sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
{(DMCH) for autepsy.

Ouy Narayanganj Cdirres-
pondent reports: At least” two
‘persons were killed and three
others injured when three

| trucks collided on the Nayabari

PBridge under the Sonargaon

police station early yesterday. -
None of the victims could be
identified immediately. Police
confirmed the deaths and said
the victims were beligved to be
drivers of two trucks.
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