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Situation of Women's Education in|

Tis a tragic realily that

as we approach the
twenty first century, we
find that the basic issues of

, literacy and inequality
m:glmn unresolved in many
Least Development Countries
including Bangladesh.

One of the stark realizations
of the century in many third
world countries 1s also women's
inferfor status due (o their sys-
tematized exclusion from the
development spectrum. The age
long negation has relegated
women to a much subordinated

status, a by-pas

oppressed entity in male domi-
neered socicties.

Fortunately gender issues

have surfaced contem-
porary deve nt strategies
in countries. Although

much has been talked about
women still much less has been
done for them to ameliorate sit-
uation,

A major determinant of de-
velopment and socio-economic
transformation is education.
Education is a fundamental
right of the people and a mﬁ:
constitutional ob n of
government of Bangladesh.
Education is an instrument of
human capital formation, a ve-
hicle of social transformation.
Education for both boys and
girls, men and women are vi-
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t education for girls an
is

tally
women

comes grotesque

Female education leve

only a yardstick of development
bat it is also an indicator of
measuring the ability of a na-
tion as to how best its total re-

women in

i Wy

have been systematically by
from all development ef

oris through decades.
Education sector has not been
an exception to this distress-
ingly inequitablg situation of
women in all tiers of educa-
tiongl coverage.

Literacy ratio among men
and women in Bangladesh is
one of the lowest in the world —
but female literacy in this part
of the world, has always been
half-way through the male liter-
acy in all census data starting
from 1901 till to-date. At pre-
scnt, average male literacy s
32% and female is 16%,
The rural female literacy is
about 10% which again may be
seen as an exaggerated figure, It
is presumed that in the of
existing socio-cultural norms,
such ratio (rural female literacy)
may not be above 3-4%. But in
a functional sense most rural
women mmy be categorized as
virtually illiterates. Because due
to a lack of follow-up, most -
ral literates relapse into illiter-
acy. They are to be termed as
neo-literates. -

An analysis of literacy situa-
tion among adults shows that
the literacy figures rose from 9
million in 1974 to 13 million in
1981. The number of {lliterates
Frdr from 27 million to 33 mil-
fon in the corresponding pe-
riod, an increase of almost 209.
According to another estimate
the total number of illiterates
was about 70 million in 1989,
Gender differential in literacy
was also very high. It was found
that for every 250 male literates
there were only 100 female lit-
erates aged.5 years and above.

Vut of a total of 55.8]1 mil-

. Jected to discrimination frre-

Hon illiterates In 1981, 29.28
million were females. The fe-
male literacy improvement was
1.2% in urban areas and 0.3%
in rural areas. With this rate of
improvement, the run of the
century 80% ol the females in
Bangladesh will remam flliter
ates

These [acts among other
things indicate that unless
special policy interventions are
made, number of fe-
male (lliterates threat¢éns the
whole system.

Issues Related to
Women's Education

Education in sh 1s
characterized by low enroll-
ment, low retention and high
drop out ratios for both sexes,
at all lands. Education system

has proved tobe "disfunctional”

both ly and quantita-
tively for both sexes.

But the benefits of education

have not beén evenly dis-
tributed between sexes and dis-
crimination has been pro-
nounced between the urban —
rural divides.

Recent data indicates that
girls constitute about 44% of
the Primary, 11% of the
Secondary and 1% in the High
Educational enrollment. The
plansible explanation to such
incquitable and low participa-
tion of girls among other things,
despite policy rhetories is due to
the “historical, institutionalized
cumulative inequalities” per-
laining to women. It is a histor-
ical fact that women and girls in
Bangladesh have been sub-
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The Seventh International
Conference on Very Large Scale
Integration (VLSI) design was
held in Calcutta from January
5-8, 1994, -. :

The conference was spon-
sored by the VLSI Seciety of
India (VSI) and Department of
Electronics, Government of
India in cooperation with Asso-
clation for. Computer Mac-
hinery (ACM), Special Interest
Group on De Automation
(SIGDA) ., IEEE Circuits and
Systems Society and |EEE

%fmur Society, DATC, VLSI-

v Joseph B Costello, president
and chief executive officer of
Cadence Design System Inc.,
USA was the Keynote Speaker.

. The members of the Steering
Committee were Vishwani D
Agrawal, AT&T Bell Laborat-

-ories, Murry Hill, USA. Asoke K
Laha, Cadence Design Systems
Chelmsford. USA, Lalit M
Patnaik. Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore. U P Pha-
dke, Department of Electronics,
New Delhi, A Prabhakar. Indian
Telephone Indubtries, Banga-
lore, and N Ranganathan.
University of South Florida,

Dr M A Mottalib, Dept of

Computer Science. Dhaka
University and S M Aziz Dept of
EEE, BUET, Dhaka presented
two papers in the conference,
They were the only invitee par-
ticipants from Bangladesh out
of more than 500 participants
all over the world. In all 87 pa-
pers were presented during the
four-day long session.

A S M Jabir, Dept of
Computer Science also attended
the conference as a delegate.

Srimat T Chakradhar, C & C
Research Labs,
Princeton and P Pal Chaudhuri,
Indian Institute of Technology,
Kharagpur were the General
Co-chairs.

The Program Co-chairs were
N Ranganathan, University of
South Florida, Tampa and A K
Majumdar, Indian Institute of
Technology. Kharagpur.

This was the only interna-
tional conference on integrated
circuit design and technology in
this part of the world that has a
regular schedule.

Information processing is
fundamental to our existence.
Integrated circuits have revolu-
tionized our ability to process

large amounts of information

quickly and efficiently. -
In the last ten vyears, no

NEC-USA, -

other industry has come close
to experiencing the dramatic
technological advancements like
the VLSI design. It has in-
creased the step function in
design automation, product ca-
pabilities and number of tran-
sistor gcount has increased
tremendously

multi-million transistors in a
single chip less than 0.5 micron
the size.

. Design technology is now at
the stage from where it itself
cannot accommodate the com-
plexity extremes and time cost
constraints facing the industry. .

This type of conference pro-

- vides an excellent opportunity

for exchange of jdeas through
technical papers, posters, tuto-
rials, panel discussions and in-
dustrial exhibits.

Six tuterial sessions were
held at VLSI Design ‘94 confer-
ence. This six tutorials was fo-
cused on the latest trend the
VLSI. These sessionshad the
topics: Practical Issues on VLSI
Test, Multi-chip Modules, Desi-
gning with VERILOG HDL,
Mixed Signal " IC Design,
Physical Design of ¢ High
Performance NLSI Systems,
Designing Micro Election IC
Systemns Using EFPGAS.

bringing in -

What is this?
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spective of class distinctions.
Such deprivation of women folk
has been historical and institu-
tionalized as the institutions of

_patriarchy, marriage, in addi-

. ﬁ Com
VLSI Conference in India

Afairs

tional socio-cultural values, re-
ligious norms which have cu-
mulatively disadvantaged
women through centuries.
Patriarchy and its id have
predominating influences in the
governance of statecraft and
administration of public affairs
including the education sgctor
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“Literacy for women is hj’ view
rance of women's potentialities.” Yet studies carried out
nations’ investing heavily in educating girls enjoy loweér infant mortality,

Bangladesh : A Glimpse

threat 10 socio-economic sur-
vival.

-Implication of Women's
Education
Development

Education of women has
positive implications both at the
micro and macro lands of de-
velopment. Education to women

provides the catalystic power o

fortify therm against many odds.

An educated women has the

capability to develop skill, culty-

vate intcllect for steering
through economit development.

in the home-based para-agricul-
tural industries.

Waomen s education has been I

phenomenal in arresting popu-

lation in many Asian and |

African Countries.

Women's education is also
vital for sheer economic sur-
vival. Because in the face of
poverty, environmental degra-
dation and, pollution and
crises, it is the women who
along with their children are the
joremost victims, have to sur-
vive, adjust, improvise and fight

destitution, environmental
degradation and destruction.

. Women's education and
knowledge help them with the

capacity arnd negoti-
ating skills for eliminating the
economic and commercial ex-
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in mnn l they h igno-
in 200 countries indicate that

ed as a nationai [l.

expectancy, better nutritional education and fewer births.

Fortunately there has been a
growing concern for social sci-
entists, policy makers who are
riddled with the huge neégative
results of substantial public in-
vestments. Such a statg of al-
legitimately claims a
through inquiry into the state of
aflairs with positive interven-
tions. :

The gross neglect of women's
education has led to h
of massive illiteracy educa-
tional bankruptcy, women's
lower enrollment, higher drop

out, among other things
dizes productivity and is a
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puter

, Seftware Association of Bangladesh" is inaugura

Adopting. and accepting the
transfer of technology, women
can miraculize development and
can increase productivity both
in the domestic sphere as well
as when working outside the
homestead, Education provides
women with the insight and
skill for preventive and curable
diseases, primary health tare,
improvement and conservation
of energy and nutrition,
Education to women can be
significantly wvaluable for

- achieving food autarky by iIn-

creased agricultural production
and also increased productivity

; i B

ted this

week. Dr. Md. Abdul Mottalib (CS dept of DU), Dr. Md.
Lutfur Rahman (direetor, BANSDOC), Md. Jahangir Alam
(BOU) and Munir-uz-Zaman Chowdhury (director CNS
Limited) are seen in the picture. *
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IBM's PC DOS 6.1: Has
MS-DOS Met Its Match?

- "ELCOME to the DOS
' battleground, where
. IBM's PC DOSB6.1

($189)

is now taking . on
Microsoft's MS-DOS 6.0. IBM's
DOS builds on the code of MS-
DOS and genierally improves on
it, although IBM's DOS has
some new utilities’ thatt may
cause installation problems on
some specific systems,

The standard DOS com-
mands and programming fun-
ctions in |[BM's version are
identical to those in Micr-
osoft's, ' although IBM op-
timized its version of the DOS
kernel for faster character in-

| put/output and batch file pro-

cessing on 386 and 486 sys-

tems. In PC Labs' tests, IBM -

DOS 8.1 processed batch files
just slightly faster than MS-
DOS 6.0, , :

“The main differences be-
tween IBM:' DOS and MS-DOS

{ are the different utilities and

the additional hardware sup-
port built into IBM's version.
IBM supplies the complete
Central Point Backup for DOS
and Windows-and uses Central

Point's RAM boost for upper-

memory optimization. Instead
of licensing a thirdparty an-
tivirus program, IBM included
a DOS and Windows program
originally writlten by IBM for
its large corporate accounts.
The PenDOS program, for
sysitems with a stylus and
tablet, lets you use the stylus as
a mouse replacement, for
writing” DOS commmands, or for
entering data into applications.
PCMCIA functions offer DOS
and Windows siipport for lax,
medemn, memory, and hard

disk cards.

IBM's version of SuperStor

.compression wasn't ready in

time for testing by PC Labs, but
IBM claims that it will have the
same level of integration with
DOS supplied by DoubleSpace,

IBM's treatment of systems
that have- PC Tools for Win-
dows installed is poor. If you
choose the option that installs
DOS's copy of Central Point
Backup for Windows, the
installation program com-
ments out the reference to PC
Tools' original WNUSER. INI in
WIN. INI and replaces it with 4
reference to a WNUSER. INI in
a subdirectory of C:/DOS. Until
you restore the original refer-
ence. none of your PC Tools
applications can find the files
Lhey need to load.

IBM DOS 6.1 doesn't end
the battle of the DOSes. Novell
has announced that Novell's
DOS 7..the successor to DR
DOS 6. will include built-in
multitasking (not just task-
switching) and support for the
DOS Protected Mode Interface
(DPMI) that lets built-in utili-
ties run in extended memory
instead of upper memory
blocks. :

Meanwhile, IBM's DOS 6.1
surpasses Microsoft's DOS 6.0
just slightly in performance
and more tangibly in features.
If: you're upgrading from DOS
5.0, IBM's DOS is the beiter
bargain, but unless you need

' the enhanced compression or

pen and PCMCIA support in
IBM's DOS, there's little point
in upgrading from MS-DOS
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longer life
— Shehzad Noorani

ploitation of a growing market

Women's education in a de-
veloping country can be
particularly important for the
genetic engineering for the
sustenance of a healthy human
race. Above 4all, women's
education offers women with
the acumen and social skills to
steer through a ition and
transformation rom a
dependable valuciess segment
to a valuable productive agent
of the soctety.
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"OCR to the
WordScan Plus

ORDSCAN and Word-
Scan Plus from Calera
Recognition Systems
are already known as highly
accurate optical character
recognition (OCR} programs.

| but with Version 2.0 of both

products (WordSean Is_ a
scaled-down, personal version

of WordScan Plus), Calera pro- .

vides an even more accurate
QOCR technology and a host of
other high-performance fea-
tures. Calera's new 32-bit Ada-
ptive Recognition Technology
[ART) uses a knowledge base
of information describing cer-
tain page layouts and charac-
ters. ART then applies contex-
tual information during the
recognition process to identify

characters based on whole -

words or pages rather than on
a character-by-character basis.

WordScan and WordScan
Plus now ‘support Object
Linking and Embedding (OLE)
2.0, and Calera’s OCR Aware
lets you access WordScan Plus

[rom within a Windows appli-
cation. WordScan Plus :lso

supports VIM and MAPIL, so
you can electronically mail text
and image files [rom within
WordScan Plus. 3
WordScan and WordScan
Plus users can upgrade to
Version 2.0 for $59 and $99,
respectively. Current Word-
Scan users can upgrade to'
WordScan Plus 2.0 for $119.

Philips Monitors Have
Digital Image
Control, Stereo Audio

TS name isn't normally as-
sociated with monitors,
but _ Philips Consumer

Electronics Co is making a
mark in the [eld with its new
line of Briliance monitors. The
Brilllance 15 is a ' 15-inch flat-
screen multimedia monitor
with a Quilt-in stereo amplifier,

"speakers, headphone jack, and

user-adjustable ‘volume control.
The Brilliance 17 model has a
0.27-mm dot pitch, supports a
refresh rate of 76Hz at 1.,280-
by-1,024 resolution, and fea-
tures digital control with 27
display modes. Philips' top-of- -
the-line 21-inch monitor, the
Brilliance 21, has a 0.28-mm
dot pitech and also supports a
refresh rate of 76 Hz at | 280-
by-1,024 (it also comes in a

20-inch model, which sup-
ports a maximum resolution ol
| .2B0-by-1.024 for $2.499).
All three monitors exceed low

emission standards.

—

Selected Facts,

Goals and
Strategies

Education

'Pmmmmmd- five year cycle correspond-

ing to 6- 10 years age group.

* The average school size is 260 students.
* On an average. there is one teacher for fifty six students. -
and one supervisor to twenty teachers.

* Primary school operates in two shifts: ene shifl for Grades |
and Il for 2 hours, and a second shift for Grades 11l to V for 3

1/2 hours.

Summit Goals: Basic Education
* Universal access io basic education :
* Compietion of primary education by 80 per cent of relevan

school age children

* Reduction of adult illiteracy rate by halfl of the 1990 level.
with emphasis on female literacy
* Expansion of early childhood development activities

Bangladesh National Programme of Action Goals

* Increase access o basic education
* Increase the completion rate

* Reduce aduilt illiteracy

. m and expand an earty childhood hhm pro-

gramme -

Enrollment in Primary Schoois
* Gross enroliment rate in 1992 is approximately 79 per cent.
About 20 per cent of children enrolled in primary schools are
estimated to be under-and over -aged.

'prpnpmkmﬁboﬂundglrtsmmnmmtmm

school is 55 to 45.

* The national target is to achieve 82 per cent gross enroll-
ment in 1995 and 95 per cent In 2000.

tremely important

*Iin 1990, the.mnmhﬁun rate was 35 per cent, i.e. 35 chil-
dren out of 100 enrolled in Grade | complete the full cycle of

primary education.

* The national target
ceni by 1995 and 70 per cent
is 80 per cent complétion.

Adult Literacy .
literacy rate for the adul:t population( 1 5) was

*Iin 1990, the
about 31 per cent.

is to raise the com

rate to 52 per

bym.ﬂmmalmu':t

* The national target is to increase the adult literacy rate to
40 per cent by 1995 and to 62 per cent by 2000.

® The female literacy rate is about halfl of the male literacy
rate. Hence, there i8 a strong need to promote female Nteracy

programmes.

" Total Instructional Hours
* The length of the school vear decides how much a child can

" learn.

4 In the early grades (I and II). the total instructional hours
per year is only 444 hours, which is very how low compared to

other Asian couhtries.

Achievement of Basic Education
®* Only a little more than one-third of children

primary education have achieved basic
writing, numeracy and functional skills).

competencies (reading,

* The achievement level of rural children is much lower than

that of urban children.

Primary Education Budget

* The allocation to primary education is 48.73 per cent of the

total budget allocated to education. ;
* GOB spends 14.25 per cent of the total 1993-94 allocation

on education. '

* Education allocation of GNP is 1.9 pe::'cenl

Govt Primary School Public Costs
* The largest portion of primary education expenditure goes
to teachers’ salaries and benefits. -
* Only 1 per cent goes to training. provision of teaching aids

and supervision.
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Upgraaing Problem

BSOLESCENCE is ihe
greatest fear of compu-
ter buyers, and that fear
has been focused mainly on the
heart of the system: the micro-

processor. To alleviate these

worries, chip makers such as
Intel. Cyrix, and Weitek have
devised processor upgrade op-

‘lions to help PC and worksta-

tion buyers protect their in-
vestments,

Intel's well-publicized pro-
gramme lets users upgrade sys-
tems through its OverDrive
family of processors. Cyrix's
(Richardson. TX) newest family
of 486 processors is designed
for those who want to upgrade
386DX PCs to 486 performance
for only $299. The company's
Cx486DRx2 16-/32-, 20-/40,
and 25/50-MHz clock-doubling
processors that upgrade 386DX
processors to 486 processors
list from $299 to $399. Weitek
(Sunnyvale, CA) should now be
shipping its $1500 Power uP
processor, which the company
claims Improves performance of
SparcStation 2 and IPX work-
stations by as much as 1.9
times.

Are users actually upgrad-
ing? Or do processor upgrades
amount to a security blanket
that's destined to sit in a closet?
Chip makers insist the benefits
are real and that people are
taking advantage of the oppor-
tumity to inject an added dose of
speed into their computers.
Less biased observers say the
benefits are more about peace
of mind than megahertz.

It's more bf a marketing ploy
than a real need expressed by
users. It's become a checklist
item now that both buyers and
sellers feel they have to satisfy.

Fewer than 5 per cent of PC
owners have replaced their pro-
cessor. One reason for the hesi-
tancy is that a majority of users
still do not feel comfortable
about opening up their PCs to
add a circuit board — much
less swap processors.

Cost is another factor, With
the price of Intel 486-based PCs
dropping below $1000, it's
sounetimes difficult to justify
spending $500 or more on a
clock doubling OverDrive up
grade New computers are also
engineered to work optimally
wilh a faster chip often outper
forming similar systems (hat

l have been “cobbled together

- in PC

« Indeed, the need for a new
processor is often a sign that
il's time to upgrade the whole

" system. If the processor is sput-

tering, then chances are, there's
a half dozen other things in the
system that are sputtering, too
— memeory, hard disk, video,
and so on. Perhaps 15 per cent
of users with processor u
options might eventually exer-
cise them.

Jim Chapman, vice president
of marketing at Cyrix. dis-

agrees. "Clearly. there's a camip
that's going to buy pnew ma-
chines,” he concedes, But he

~ also says upgrades are an at-

tractive option for ations
that want to extend the life cy-
cle of their machines 12 to
18 months. Chapman gjﬂ one
benefit of Cyrix's chip upgrades
is that — unlike Intel's Over-
Drive — the Cyrix upgrades
don’t require a special socket.
Champman says the Cyrix up-
grades will work on “99.5 per
cent of the {386DX] systemns out
there,” Cyrix is currently testing
a clock-doubling chip for 18-

MHz 3865SX chips and a 33-/
66-/MHz 386DX upgrade chip.

Intel, which has likened the
OverDrive socket it supplies to
PC makers to a "vacancy sign
inside the computer, won't di-
vulge sales numbers for its
OverDrive chips but says its
high-profile upgrade campaign
is meeting expectations. The net
percentage of people upgrading
is small, concedes Mike Fister,
general manager of Intel's End
User Companents division. But
because the’ OverDrive proces-
sors are intended mainly as a
“miid-life boost” for PCs that are
depreciated over five or six
years, he insists it's too early to
judge theiy success. "Il you
bought an OverDrive chip a
month after you bought a PC,
then I'd say you probably
bought e wreng system to
begin with,” says Fister

The real key to the
widespread acceplance of pro-
cessor upgrades may be bring
ing down prices. agrees Fister
Math coprocessors Lthat once
sold for more thas $500 now
sell for less than $100 and the
same Lhing could happen to
CPU upgrades (1 it does, expect
o ¢ a lot ol "no vacancy
Signs

.
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