5 Muslim states
sign accords to
link up their
electricity grids

BAGHDAD, Jan 18: Senilor
officials from Iraq, Egypt. Syria,
Jordan and Turkey signed bi--
lateral accords here on Monday
as part of a scheme to link up

their electricity grids, officials
said, reports AFP.
The project, under study

since 1989, will go into opera-
tion next year and will cost an
estimated 300 million dollars.

The cost will be borne by the
Arab Economic and Social
Development Fund based in
Kuwait and the Islamic
Development Bank based at
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, the of-
ficials said.

Jordan signed
with Egypt and Syria, Syria
with Iraq and Turkey.

- A fifth was concluded be-
. tween Iraq and Turkey.

The accords concluded by
the heads of the five countries'
state electricity companies are
to be ratified by ministers at a

in Cairo in April

agreeraents

iraq has had no d:l;ﬂ'umnlh:*_ :

links with Syria since 1980 and

broke off its ties with Egypt in .

January 1991.

APEC.finance
ministers to
‘meet Mar 18
in Hawaii
- JAKARTA, Jan 18: US Trea-
sury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen
said here Monday that finance
ministers of the Asia Pacific
Economie Cooperation [APEC)
forum would meet informally in
Hawaii in March, repoits AFP.

“I want to let you know that
we have invited APEC ﬂnancc
ministers to meet informally
Hawaii, March 18th and 19111 g
Bentsen said on the second and
last day of his. Indonesian visit
here.

Wlﬂltngtnn had earlier said
the meeting was scheduled for
- Bentsen: said he expected
thf.‘ m would discuss de- °
m opening markets

t\ﬁ ’Hé MWMHL

-He said the meeting will be

Wtum@nmm
build relationships.

He said it was best for |

APEC’s 15 members to build a
relationship and start coopera-
tion k lhcn: w:rt critical

Iindonesia wlﬂ hmt the sec-
ond round of APEC ministerial
meetings and the informal
leaders’ in November.
» APEC groups Australia,
‘Brunei, Canada, China. Hong

Indonesia,
Malaysia, New Zealand, the

Hﬁ]fppinca. Singapore, South
Korea, Taiwan: Thailand and

the United States.

Tender Notice

favpe o fgfire
AfATNY T2

Sealed Tenders in PDB
Form No. T-2 are hereby
| invited from the bonafide
dealers/suppliers for
supplying of Bata Shoes
Oxford pattern black
leather best quality for the
employees of Electrical
Maintenance Divisinh-l,
Karnafuli Hydro Station,
PDB, Kaptai, Rangamati
Hill Tracts Dist. Tender
jdocuments may be had
from the office of the (1)

Chief Engineer (Gene- |

ration), PDB, Dhaka and
(2) Sonali Bank, Kaptai
| Branch, Kaptai, Rangamatl
Hill Tracts on cash of
| Tk. 30/- (Taka thirty) only
| (Non-refundable) per set
upto 6th February, 1994
during office hours. Ten-
der will be received in the
office of the (1) Chief En-
gineer (Generation), PDB,
Dhaka and(2) the under-
signed on 7th February,
11994 upto 12:00 Noon and
will be opened on the same
day at 12:30 PM _in

presence of the mtendmg-

tenderers (if any).

Executive Engineer

Elect. Maint. Division-1

Karnafuli Hydro Station
PDB, Kaptai

Biddut/Jan-800(4)93-94
DFP (BA)114-5/ 1
G-102

Japan, .

ISLAMABAD. Jan 18: Paki-
stan yesterday approved a farm
development package including
the eountry's first agricultural
tax, a government spokesman
said, reports Reuter.

Agriculture, which accounts
for 75 per cent of Pakistan's to-
tal foreign exchange earnings,
will be the backbone of our
economy. the spokesman said
after a cabinet meeting.

The package includes plans
for commercial and corporate
farming, higher prices for crops.
better credit facilities, crop in-
surance, improved fertilizer,
seed and irrigation water sup-
plies, and lower import duties
on farm machinery.

Special farmers’ banks will
also be opened in rural areas. -

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's cabinet approved the
tax in principle and necessary
legislajive and administratiye
actions would be taken later,
the spokesinan said.

The taxes on agricultural
wealth and income have pro-
voked opposition from powerful
land-owners. many of whom are
members of Bhutto's ruling
Pakistan People's Party (PPP),
and have never contributed to
state coffers.

The taxes form part of a
fund-raising plan which_ also in-
cludes obtaining 1.55 billion
dollar from the Interhational
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Monetary Fund and uthcr
donors for the next three years.

The task force. which pre-
sented its report to Bhutto last
month, raised the amount to be
paid in income tax at the

provincial level by making the'

tax progressive.
However, the report offset

that tougher measure by intro-
ducing Incentives to boos
farmer’'s income thiough raising
siate-set support prices paid to
farmers for their crops to bring
them closer to market levels.

There is a need to relieve the
farmers of the burden of im-
plicit taxes in the form of
ernment-fixed prices of adricul-
tural commodities, which at
present are below the market
price of these commodities, the
spokesman said.

“The prices of agricultural
commodities need to be ad-
justed in favour of the farmers.

Mobile telephone
in Malaysia

Kt/ALA LUMPUR, Jan 18;
Two new mobile phone [irms
would start operations this year
lo feed Malaysia's booming tele-
com market, officials. said
Monday, but their services may
still not be cnuugh to meet pro-

Pakistan approves farm
- development package

There will, therefore, be an in-
crease in the support price of
wheat, rice, sugarcane and
sunflower.

He said éxport duties on cot
ton through the fikation of a
minimum export price and a
benchmark system would be
dismantled and forward trading
would be permitied on the
Karachi cotton exchange. All
non-tariff measures for the pre

» vention of export of raw cotton
~{will)...

be discouraged.
Cotton and cotton products
account lor 60 per

eign - exchange tlrcnfntgsur Fn! )

lowed by rice exports.
The taxes — a wealth tax on
large land-holdings to be passed

- by the national parliament and

income taxes to be passed by
the four provincial parflaments
— will only affect farmers with
more than about 50 acres (20
hectares).

international donors say the
taxes are important because
they will effect a structural
change in an economy that has
exempted agriculture since
Pgkistan's inception in 1947,

. Although initially they are not
. expected to be major sources of

revenue,

The igcome tax will probably
bring an additional 10,000 to
12.000 people into the tax net
and raise about 48 million ru-
pees o year.

Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury, Biman's

"~ GATT chief
meets Brittan

BRUSSELS, Jan 18: The
head of the GATT world trade
body met European commis-
sloners on a range of issues
-concerned with the signing of
the Uruguay Round deal by the
April 15 final deadline, a com-
mission spokesman said, re-
ports Reuter,

"They spoke about the strat-
egy leading to the final
-signing in M esh on April
15," the spokesman said of the
meeting between GATT
Director-General Peler
Sutherland and EU External

Leon Brittan.

"The discussions were largely
to do with tying up the remain-
ing loose strings following the
December 15 agreement on the

- minimum that the final deal will

contain,” he added.. -

He said Sutherland and
Brittan had discussed pressure
&y the European Union and US
lor Japan to opén up its home
market by more that it has al-
ready agreed to do in the

}| December 15 deal, and that the

head of the Generat Agreement
on! Tariffs and Trade had
restated his position that any
new offers must be on the table
by F'Ehl‘uat‘y 15.

» Dniestr 1ssues

Own currency

TIRASPOL, Moldowa, Jan 18:
The self-proclaimed republic of
Dniestr, a Russian-speaking
-region in eastern Moldova
which is independence,
introduced its own cu on
Monday in the from of the old

1 Russian rouble, reports AFP.

The notes carried a stamp
bearing the head of Marshal
Alexandre Suvorov, a hero of
wars against ’Napoleon and
against Turkey in the lﬂth cen-
tury.

The authorities - in Dnicstr
have consistently refused to
adopt the lei of Meoldova and
had continued until now to use
eld roubles issued before 1993.

These notes, former Soviet
paper and Russian notes issued
in 1992, were: withdrdwn from
circulation in Russian in July
and were then withdrawn pro-

gressively in most of the former
| Soviet republics.

Economic Affairs Cnmmissinner'

jected demand, reporis AFP.

- Managing Director and Convenor of Tourism f:-uh—
Committee, briefing the visiting 11-member American tour nperatnr and travel
at Parjatan's Hnt.al Abakash in the city Monday.

writer group

Rouble tumbles
to-record low

MOSCOW, Jan 18; The rou-
ble tumbled to a record low
Tuesday amid uncertainty over
the shape of Russia's future fol-
lpwing the resignation of the
Cabinet's leading economic re-
former, reports AP.

Prime Minister Viktor
Chernomyrdin was expected to
anneunce she lineup of his new
Cabinet Tuesday after a
with President Boris Yeltsin.

Yeltsin, who last week told
President Clinton that Russia's
reforms would continue, ac-
cepted the resignation Monday
of Deputy Prime Minister Yegor
Gaidar, the architect of Russia s
market reforms.

With Gaidar gone. hopes for
reform were pinned on Finance
Minister Boris Fyodorov, an-
other ardent free marketeer.

If Fyodorov goes. said
Mikhail Hergcr an analyst lor
the newspaper [zevestia. "it will
be very hard for Yeltsin -.nd
Chernomyrdin to convince any-
one that reform will a-e pre-
served. "

Fyodorov, an advocate of fis-

cal and monetary restraint. said

he was willing to remain in the
Cabinet only if two conserva-
tives, including the chairman of
the Central Bank, were re:
placed. | ;

With the course of reform
murky, the ruble tumbled seven
per cent Tuesday to 1,504 to
the US dollar. It was the largest
drop since and 18 par cent fall
on September 23 after Yeltsin
disbanded parliament and .t
came.on top of a three per cent
decline Monday,

Finance Mimister'M Saifur Rahman speaking at “
Insurance Company at a city hotel Mo

company Nasir A Chowdhyry, Commerce
-~ Chaudhuri, Ehmrmm af the company.

""F:

and

reports
Inaugurating a three-day
conference of district level coop-
erative officers at mabay
Sadan in the city as the chief
guest, Barrister Talukdér said
cooperative societies could play
the vital role in over all socio-
economic development of tht

Development .and
Cooperatives Division of LGRD
and Cooperatives Ministry Mahe
Alam, the function was also
addressed by State Minister for
Planning and Chairman of
Bangladesh Samabay Bank Dr
A Moin Khan, Deputy Minister
for LGRD and Copoperatives A
Hye. Chairman of Jaliya
Samabay Umnion Salauddin
Ahmed MP and Registrar of
Cooperatives Al-haj Azizul Huq
Bhuiyan.

The LGRD and Cooperatives |

Minister recalled with satisfac-
tion the creation of emp
opportunity for about 2.25 lakh
people through cooperative so-
cieties so far. Referring fo the
accumulated wealth of about
Taka 996 crore of cooperatives,
the minister siressed the need

for devotion of the cooperators °
for the success ol Lthe coopera-

tive movement.

e

accorded to him by Grunl.hlu

left: Managing Director of the
Mt M Shamsul Islam and

Mﬁ_himﬂm (1.5 dollars).
Cooperative officers' | =7 i
confce begins

Shafat Ahmed

He referred (o the two-year
action plan undertaken by the
cooperative directorate for fish
cultivation, raising of poultry
birds. mass education and ex-
pansion of tree plantation
through cooperatives in the ru-
ral areas.

He urged the officials of
d!rwturnl;t to work with dﬂdh:
tion and sincerity for the suc-
cess of the cooperative move-

ment which was launched iIn’

this Sub-Continent uhnut 100
- years ago. -

He referred to success sto-
ries of some of the cooperatives
including Milk Vita, Cooperative
Insurance and Bangladesh
Samabay Shilpa Sangstha.

He mentioned with satisfac-
tion the rble of cooperators in
agricultuyre sector behind
attaining near self-sufficiency in
food production. He expressed
the hope that they would help
develop other sectors in the
same spirit.

He said if one crore people
who were associated with coop-
eratives could be mobilised and
properly utilised, thére could be
tremendous improvement in the
country’s . pverall
progress. He underlined ' the

Jetmoving the prevailing short-
comings
cooperative societies,

Referring to the role of*the
cooperative officials, he ex-
pressed the hope that they
would work with dedication so
that cooperative movement
could reach its desired goal.
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Response o Januwary: 15, 1994
opintinn entirled "Ban on plastic

bugs: A short-sighted decisiom "

In his January 15th Opinion
essay, Jalal Alamgir called the
Bangladesh government's deci-
sion to ban plastic bags "short-
sighted.” UBINIG believes it
was not the ban on plastic bag
production, but it's reprieve
that demonstrates a lack of
care for the future of both the

people and environment of

Bangladesh. ,
Alamgir rightly recognizes

that plastic* waste does not de-
grade and Ltherefore
"accumulates solid waste, clogs
up drains, blocks air passages,
and plac:es additional burdens
on  garbage collection,”

However, he argues against the
ban on plastic shopping bags,
because "products have to be
packaged for durability, secu-
rity, and advertisement." The
fact that* many environmen-
tally appropriate packaging

. materials exist and are in wide

use throughout the world is
not mentioned, nor is it even
relevant to this particular de-
bate.The ‘government's ban on
plastic bags. does not interfere
with the need for durability,

security, and advertising in a
product's primary packaging;

it bans only disposable single
-use shopping bags which are

totally unrelated to a product's
primary packaging.

We do, however, agree on
one point. Alamgir points out
that "had the government been
really sincere about plastic's
negative effects on the envi-

- ronment, it would have simul-

taneeusly banned the import
of plastic bags." We thank the
writer for pointing this out and

hope the government will both

reinstate the ban on plastic
bag production and strengthen
it to include a ban on the im-
port of plastic products and
Alamgir states that "a mod-
ern economy is driven by con-
sumer demand.” While cen:
sumer demand does plav a
role, there are unfortunately,
even stronger forces driving
today's rhodern‘ e¢onomy.
Among the most powerful
forces is the profit motive.
Capitalist industrial society
is driven by the desire to ac-
cumulate profit, with little re-
gard to public health and envi-
ronmental well-being.

_opinion

_l

_plmon Plastlc bag 1Ssue

Réprleve is short-mghted,
not the ban

Although waste prevention
techrnologies exist and public
polls consistently
show consumer support for
such environmental protection
measures, industrial facilities
continue to pollute the envi-
ronment, their host communi-
ties, and their workers rather
than invest in clean technolo-
gigs, in_order to maximize
profits. '

The reason that plastic is
cheaper to produce than other
forms of packaging is that plas-
tic producers are permitted to
externalize the true costs of

their products.

Alamgir points to the use of
plastic in industrialized coun-
tries as evidence of their ap-
propriateness, However, plas-
tic products are heavily criti:
cized by thé public in.these
coufitries, A 1990 Roper poll

- found that Americans think -

plastic packaging is the second
most serious cause of the na-

tion's solid waste problem. And
a recent poll by the Wirthlin
Group " found that 73 per cent
'of the American public believe
that "plastic harm the envi-
ronment.”

Thus, continued plastic use

in industrialized countries

does not resull from consumer
demand, but from industries’
ability to ,externalize costs,
their desire to maximize
profit, and. their complete dis-

regard for human health, the -

environment, and public con-
cern.

A number of consumer or-
ganizations in industrialized

- countries are calling for- bans

on plastic packaging. The
boom in plastic and related
petrochemicals in the last 25
years or so has lead to an
enormous increase in the vol-
ume and toxicity of hazardous
chemicals and wastes {n the
environment. These chemicals
contribute to increased rates
of capcer, birth defects and
reproductive disorders. The
blic in industrialized coun-

equates plastic not with a

" plastjc waste

~millions

By UBINIG (An organisation
devoted to policy research for
development alternative)

"good life.” but with ‘threats o
life and have launched many
anti-plastic initiatives.

This growing/ ~~sumer op-
position to' p'- was lead to a
decrease in its popularity in
the last decade. In response,
industries and governments
began to promote plastic recy-
cling, in an attempt to create
an environmenmntally positive
image for their products.
However, faced with the tech-
nical, economic, and e~ iron-
mental problems of plastic re-
cycling, these countries have
instead chosen to collect their
lor export to

third .world countries !
Ironically, Alamgir points to
Germany's conlinued use of
plastic as evidence of the ben-
elits ol plastic. However,
Germrany is the world's largest
waste exporter and exports
and millions of
pounds of plastic waste to Asia
every year! Their decision to
avoid the problems of plastic
disposal by exporting it, rather
than by proehibiting disposable
plastic, is an example of a truly
short-sighted government ac-
tion.

Although the government's
ban on plastic bags does not
cover plastic bottles. detailed
information comparing the en-
ergy requirements of glass and
plastic packaging further re-
futes the massive energy sav-
mgs myth promoted by plastic
advocates and supports an
even broader move away from
plastic packaging in our soci-
ety.

While other materialu may
be heavier than plastic to
transport, a US based re-
search, organisation, Franklin
Assogiates, found that the dis-
tribution (eg. transport) of
bottles accounts for enly about
i 5 per cent of the energy con-
sumed in the total production.
Plus, the estimated energy re-

" quirements for distributing

glass and PET plastic contain-
ers are virtually identical. Of all
the soft-drink confainers stud-
ied by Franklin Associates
(glass. plastic, aluminum]), the
16 ounce refillable glass bottle
requires the least amount of
energy to produce and deliver

soft drinks. Further, glass and

paper are more easily recy-
clable than plastics, further in-
creasing the energy attrac-

tiveness of these non-plastic

packaging materials. ,
Alamgir also defends plastic

packaging by claiming that
“forms of alternative packaging
also end up as waste. Garbage
management might even

.worsen with the removal of

plastic bags.” True, using any
sort of disposal packaging -

jute, glass, paper, or plastic — ‘

creates some wastes., However,

I‘all wastes areé not created -

equal. Some wastes, like jute
wastes, are ecologically com-
patible; in appropriate volumes
they can degrade and assimi-
late into the environment
without disrupting ecological
processes. Other wastes, like
those resulting from plastic
production, are not ecologi-
cally compatible; they are
toxic, bio-accumulative, and
persistent. This means that no
safe level of these wastes ex-
ists. The wasies do not de-
grade, they accumulate in the
tissue of living organisms and
disrupt human health and the
environment for generations to
come. .
The production of plastic
emits far more toxic chemi-
cals, including ethylene oxide,
bengene. and xyléne. than the
production of other packaging.
Many of these chemicals re-
leased in plastic productien
can cause cancer, birth defects
and damage to the nervous
system, blood, kidney, and
immune system. They also
threaten the environment,
wildlife and livestock.

In fact, according to US
Environmental Protection

-wards creating a toxic

Agency data, three of the Lop
five US industries with the
largest total toxic emissions
and offsjte disposal of toxic’
chemicals_are involved in the
productior! of plastic.

A 1993 study by US waste
consultants Cole and Brown on
the environmental impacts of
packaging maderials found the
dangers of plastic production
(including waste produced,
chances of serious hazardous
accidénts, féasibility of recy-

cling. etc.) much worse than |

those of glass production.
Finally, Alamgir complains
that "our ecological system is
tremendously encumbered by
an ever-growing population.”
An increasing volume of litera-
ture has found that "The na-
ture of environmental disrup-

. ton is only indirectly — and

tenuously, if at all— related to
the size and growth of popula-
lion” (Kasun 1988). Instead,
ecologically incompatible in-
dustrialization [of which plas-
tic production is a prime ex-

ample) is the leading threat to
the global environment.

Dr. Barry Commoner,
Director of the Centre for
Biology of NaturaliSystems at
Queens College in New York,
found that between 1947 and
1970, population in the United
States increased by 40 per
cent, but pollutants increased
267 ner cent due to the use of
-.ninetic pesticides, 630 per
cerd due to nitregen oxides in
motor fuel, 648 per cent due
to inorganic fertilizer nitrogen.
and 1,845 per cent due to de-
tergent phosphorus. These fig-
ures demonstrate that the besi
way to combat peollution is to
transform those activities re-
sponsible for the production
and releases of such huge
ampunts of pollution into clean
production alternatives.
Switching from disposable
plastic bags to reusable jute
bags is a good way to begin this

transformation.

In conclusion, UBINIG again
offers their support for the
government's ban on plastic
bag production and encourages
this ban to be expanded to

protect Bangladesh from the |

dangers associated with plastic
production, use, disposal. and
import. Such a move js a sig-
nificant and powerful siep to-
iree
world for people of Bangladesh

and everywhere.

e =

cconentic. " is so small and 1j

need for honest leadership for J that is dumping”, he said.

in some of the.

11,000 workers
in Indonesia
20 on strike

JAKARTA. Jan 18: Some
I 1.000 workers of seven facto-
ries in Tanggerang near here
wernit on strike Monday calling
on the management to respect
the government-set minimmum
wage standards, press reports
said today, reports AFP.

The Republika daily said
that workers at the factories in
the Tanggerang industrial zone.
want to be paid according to the
Jakarta wage standard rather
than the west Java standard.

The government has decided
that as of January 1. the mini-
mum wage standard applicable
o industries in Tanggerang.
West Java. shouid come in line
with that of nearby Jakarta.

The daily minimum wage for
west Java stands at 2,600 ru-

.piah (1.23 dollars) while the
Jakarta standard starids at

volved are still paying workers
below the minimum standards,
the Republika quoted workers
A8 saying.

The factories affected by the
sirike include the Indomesian
producer of Nike Sportshoes,
garments producexs, furniture
makers and a tin packaging"
plant.

Malaysian
edible o1l assoc
refutes Aussie

allegations -

KUALA LUMPUR., Jan 18:
The Malaysian Edjble Oil
Manufactures' Association
IMEOMA) has refuted Austra-

lia's allegations that Malaysia
was dumping edible vegetable

oils in retails packs in that
counlry, reporis Bernama.
MEOMA President Toh Pang

. Huat Monday said it was unfair

for Australia to use the wogd
dumping as Malaysia's exports
of edible oil in retail packs were
small and therefore would net
cause any injury to the
Australian domestic industry.
“"Malaysia's export of edible
oil in retail packs is less than
300 metric tonnes ar, which
n't think

. It was reported recently that
Australia had accused-Malaysia
and Singapore of dumping edi-
ble vegetable oils which were
allegedly sold in Australia at 60
per cent below prices of local
oils.

Jakarta to import

100,000 tonnes of
cooking oil

JAKARTA, Jan 18: Indone-
sla, the world's most populous
Muslim nation, is to import
100.000 tonnes of cooking oil to .
meet possible increased de-

mand during the month of
| Ramadan, a report said here

tﬂda:,r according to AFP.

“We are allowed to import
100,000 tonnes of cooking oil
to stabilise (the domestic price
during Ramadan,” the Bisnis
Indonesia daily quoted Food
Minister [brahim Hasan as say-
ing. ’

*  Hasan refused to single out
} the country from which

the
cooking oil would be imported.

Indonesia’'s total consump-
tion of cooking oil was estj-
mated at 2 4 million tonnes this
year,

Bombay bourse
index gains
84 points

BOMBAY, Jan 18: Bombay
shares prices climbed to dizzy-¥
ing heights the back of heavy
buying by foreign investors,
propelling the key index pasi
the 4,000 mark for the first time
since April 1992, reports AFP.

The Bombay Stock Exchange

'"(BSE) sensitive index of .30

blue-chip shares galloped to a
Monday close of 4.022.72, gain-
ing 84 points over Friday's lin-

ish
The national index. which

tracks the movement of the 100
most (raded shares in India.
zoomed (0 1,914.5. it gained 21
points over Friday's close.

Both indices closed at their

highest levels since a share
‘boom turned to hust in

April 1992 after the surfacing of
a major bank swindle.

That . boom was fuelled by
1.3 billion dollars in bank funds
siphoned off by unscrupulous
bankers and brokers who used
the money to play the stock
market.

Analysts attributed the cur-
rent bull run to heavy invest-
ment by foreign institutions to
whom the market was thruwﬂl

open in September 1992, and
also to

healthy economic

indicators ahead of next
‘months federal budget
presentation

Almost share is n

up, broker Mahesh Doshi said
“A lot of money is coming into
the market "



