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ke hits Mon olia: An earthquake
%&gni 6.7 on the Richter gﬂ:lk oceurred early on

Monday in the northern part’ of

, Chinese stale

television reported yesterday. Reuter says from ;
it said the quake struck an uninhabited area of grassland
and mountains and there had been no reports of casualties or

danuge.

Wan Li awarded

Xinhua.

doctorate degree:
Wan Li, former chairiman of the standing committee of the
National People's Congress (NPC) of China, was awarded an
honorary doctorate for public service in Beijing yesterday, says

William Kirwan. president of the University of Maryland at
College Park of the United States, awarded Wan the degree at
the Great Hall of the People here this afternoon.

In his speech at the ceremony, Kirwan said that it was an
henour of his university to award Wan the degree.

Two Palestinians shot:

Palestinians were shot and wounded Monday night at an Israeli
military road block, north of Jerusalem, Israeli radio reported.

AFP says from Jerusalem.

It said soldiers opened fir on a vehicle which they said had
failed to stop when ordered to do so. One Palestinian was badly
injured, the other less seriously i

Early Monday, four Israeli soldiers were wounded., one
seriously, when a grenade was thrown at them in Rafah, in the
south of the Gaza Strip, military and Palestinian sources said.

4 drown in Indonesia: rour people were

drowned and at least 14 missing in weekend floods on
Indonesia's main island of Java, officials said yesterday, Reuter

reports from Jakarta.

hurt.

Flood waters left thousands of people homeless and short

of clean water and food. local

newspapers said. Gales hit

Bandung in central Java, uproofing trees, flattening telegraph

poles and destroying houses.

“Rains continued to fall in several villages and waters aie
rising.” a police official said by telephone from Bandung, 130
km (80 miles) east of Jakarta.” Four people earlier reported
missing have been found. all dead.”

2 neo-Nazis held in

* Two neo-Nazi youths were jailed Monday for a racist attack on
members of the US Luge (Toboggan) Olympic team at Oberdorf
in Eastern Germany, last October that caused international
outrage, AFP reports from Suhl.

Silvio ‘Eschrich, 21, who admitted punching Duncan
Kennedy several times. was sentenced to two years and eight
months, in prison. Tino Voelkel, 16, who said he only pushed
the US athlete, was sentenced to one year. :

Both were already on suspended sentences.

Exp

losions claim 4 in Karachi:

Explosions at ‘a firecraker factory killed four people and
wounded seven in Pakistan's biggest city of Karachi, police said
yesterday, Reuter reports from Rarachi. _

The explosions took place in a factory in Orangi town,
western Karachi on Monday, police said.

Former ROK

premier Chung dead:

Former South Korean Premier Chung IL-Kwon died of lymph

cancer in a hospital in Hawalii late Monday at the age of 77,
Yonhap news agency said yesterday, AFP reports from Seoul.

The agency said Chung, a former ambassador to Paris and

- Washington, had been undergoing cancer treatment since 1991

and was hospitalised late last year when his condition

deteriorated. :

A graduate of Japan's military academy. he was a
commander during the 1950-53 Korean war and served as
Foreign Minister before becoming Prime Minister from 1964 to

1970.

British customs seize 250 k

cocaine:

British customs officers and police have seized 250 kilograms of
cocaine in Manchester, central England, BBC TV reported on
Monday. Xinhua says from London. '
The amount of cocaine, which was smuggled into Britain in
a consignment of fresh flowers by air, was worth some 50
million pounds (75 million US dollars).
After a four-month intelligence operation, British customs
- officers and police waged a raid on a Manchester warehouse and

arrested two Colombians.

Akashi against NATO

airstrikes on Serbs

GENEVA. Jan |18; The UN
Secretary General's special
representative for the former
Yugoslavia has recommended
against using NATO warplanes
to free up two  Serb-blocked
areas in Bosnia-Herzegovina. a
UN official said today, reports
AFP.

Yasushi Akashi delivered his
assessment on a NATO pro-
posal to use air power to re-
lieve trapped Canadian UN
troops in the eastern enclave
of Srebrenica and to reopen
Tuzla airport in Bosnias
northeast.

The UN official. who asked
not to be named, said Akashi
gave his report Monday to UN
Secrefary General Boulros
Boutros-Ghali who must autho-
rise any air operations in
Bosnia.

Informed sources said
Akashi argued against using
warplanes in Serebrenica since
the Serbs had given tLheir
agreement in principle wo the
rotation of the Canadians and
only technical points remained
0 be resolved.

Bosnian Serb strongman
Radovan Karadzic said today
his seilf-proclaimed “parlia-
menti” has decided to allow UN
troeps into Srebrenica to
relieve UN soldiers trapped
there for the last six months.

Diplomats in Geneva said
the Serbs were wary of allow

ing the rotation to be used as
pretext for strengthening Lhe
UN military presence in Lhe
besieged enclave. .

Karadzic. cited by the Yu-
goslav Tanjug news agency,
sald Dutch UN (lroops sched-
uled to replace the Canadians
in Srebrenica woluld be allowed
to go in "as of tomorrow” pro-
vided they were "the same
number and with the same
weapons” .

However, he ruled out any
reopening of the Tuzla airport.

Akashi said that the reopen-
ing of Tuzla airpert, closed
since May 1992 by Serb
shelling from the surrounding
hills, was not worth the effort
since land access to the city-
was often possibie. Lhe sources
said

They said Akashi further
maintained that any air raids
could unleash Serb reprisals
against UN troops protecting
relief operations in Bosnia.

Boutros-Ghalli met Monday
with Akashi and other tlop
aides and ordered plans
drafted to unblock Srebrenica
and Tuzla airport, a spokes
woman said. But she gave no
sign whether he would au-
thorise NATO air strikes

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation summit last week
proposed using warplanes in
Srebrenica and at Tugla airpor

LGermany: .
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JERUSALEM, Jan 18: Israel
announced Monday that it
would hold a referendum before
making any significant with-
drawal from the Golan Hieghts,
which it seized from Syria in
1967, reports AFP. :

“The government will organ-
ise a referendum since (here
will be a significant territorial
price asked of US on the Golan
Heights." Deputy Defence

| Minister Mordechal Gur told

parliament, a day after the US-
Syrian summit in Geneva.

Gur, who did not specify the
scope of a possible withdrawal,
said he was speaking on behalf
of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
and the ment.

However, Environment

Minister Yossi Sarid told re- -

I —Cee—

“strategic

porters the government had not
yet taken any decision on a ref-
erendum.

The government is not

. obliged to hold a referendum,

because the- law extending
Israeli jurisdiction to the
heights does not pre-
vent Israeli-Syrian negotiations
over the territory's future.

Since 1967. 12.000 Jews

have gone to live in 32 seftle-

ments on the heights. which
were annexed in 1981. Most of
them are loyal to Rabin's labour
party. -

A peace deal between Israel
and Syria hinges on future con-

trol of the strategic plaleau, as -

underlined in Geneva by Syrian
president Hafez Al-Assad in his
talks with US counterpart ‘Bill

International

9 ) Israel to hold referendum before
withdrawing from Golan Heights |

Clinton.

Gur said he Israeli govern-
menti “considers the Golan an
essential zone for the security of
Israel in any type of conflict,
whether it be conventional war
or a war with missiles”. '

There would be no agree-
ment with Syria "without a clear
and detailed solution taking
into account each of these fac-
tors,” he stressed. "We will
make no concession on Israel's
security.”

Gur said -the government
was also fully aware that "our
comrades [Israeli settlers) did
not settle on the Golan to live
under Syrian sovereignty.”

Two senior US State
Department envoys on Monday
tied Lo convince sceptical Israelt

_ground publicly by
about the end of the Israeli-

leaders that Assad was serious
when he spoke of peace at the
Geneva summif. '
Dennis Ross and Martin
Indyck were  giving Rabin,
Minister Shimon Peres
and President Ezer Weizman an
upbeat assessment of the

"broke new
talking

" Ross said Assad

Arab conflict, by explic-
itly about the strategic choice of

peace with Israel, and by also

referring to normal and peaceful
relations.”

Assad's use of such language
publicly for the first time

"represenis a departure and a
breaking of mew ground”. '

;;;;;

ritish Prime Minister John Major leaves the Scott -' Jan 17 in London where he wits

questioned about Britain's sale of arms to Irag in violation of a United Nations embargo
during the years preceding the Gulf War. Major testified that he neither participated in nor
had knowledge of British military sales to Iraq.

— AFP photc

Zhirinovsky wins control over
5 parliamentary committees

MOSCOW, Jan 18: Russian
nationalist Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky won control Monday
over five parliamentary com-
mittees, and a devout Co-
mmunist was elected head of
the lower house's security
committee, reporis AP,

However, . reformer were
appointed to héad several im:
portant commitiees on eco-
nomic affairs as well as the
Staie Duma's defence comimit-
tee, the Interfax news agency
said. '

Leadership over key comn-
mittees is vital for a party's
success and allows it to pursue
its policies with more ease. .|t
is now especially important for
relorimers who found them-

selves in minority in Russia's
new parliament after electoral
victories by Communists and
extreme nationalists.

The appointments were
part of a package deal in which
leadership of 23 committees
in the lower house. the Duma
was distributed among its fac-
tions. The factions have agreed
on the deal in previous talks
and the appuiniments were
approved by a single 290-83
vote, with 8 abstentions.

Lawmakers from Zhirino-
vsky' s ultra-nationalist Liberal
Democratic Party will head the
Duma committees on labour
and social welfare, industry.
natural resources, ecology and
a new commiliee on geopo-

litics created especially for

them, Interfax said. Neither is

considered important.
Russia s Choice., the main

" pro-reform faction in the 450-

seat Duma, will control the.
committees on me-'ta, organi-
sation of Duma activities,
health and the important de-
fence committee, it said.
Russia's Choice lawmaker
Mikhail Mityukov also wias
named first deputy speaker
under Communist Ivan Rybkin.

Another pro-reform bloc,
led by .economist Grigory
Yavlinsky. won control over
kKey economic commitiees on
budget. taxes, finances and
hanks. as well as the-foreign al-
fairs rommittee.

"Pune after setting

| Myanmar junta -

may free’ Suu
Kyi in July

TOKYO. Jan 18: A leader of
Myanmar's military junta has
hinted that Nobel Peace Prize-
winner and democratic move-
ment leader Aung San Suu Kyi.
now under house arrest, could
be freed in July, according to a
Japanese newspaper, reports
AFP.

Khin Nyunt, first secretary of
the State Law and Order
Restoration Council [SLORC).
and the regimes number two.
told Japanese journalists that
the guestion would be dealt
within accordance with existing
law which limits the duration of
a house arrest to five years.

Aung San Suu Kyi, 485
former leader of the Myanmar
National League for Democracy
(NLD) was arrested on July 20,
1989 since when she has been
under house arrest in her
Yangon home for associating
with anti-government rebels.

The Asahi daily newspaper
stressed that the Myanmar
leader, talking to a group ol
visiting Japanese journalists
had not explicitly said that she
would be released

Asked to confirm that Suu
Kyi would be released in July
as cited by Japans Jiji press
agency, he replied. "l have no
more Lo say. We are not creaung
a new law (to deal with her| but
are dealing with the matter in

| accordance with existing laws.
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A Zulu 1l._llv.-rarrnc:-r attempts to keeps the ¢rowd of 35,000 in
check before king Goodwill Zwelithim addresses followers
after meeting South African President Frederik De Klerk,
outside the Union Building, in Pretoria Jan 17. Seven people
were killed earlier in the day during a Zulus march to heed

| a one-day work strike in support of their king. — AFP photo

Police stops
Thackeray
near Pune

BOMBAY. Jan 18: Police

“stopped Hindu militant leader

Bal Thackeray, from reaching
the western Indian city of
Aurangabad today where he in-
tended to lead a protest against
the renaming of a university
after a hero of the untouchable
community, reports AFP.

Thackeray, leader of the
Hindu fundamentalist Shiv
Sena Party, was stopped on the
outskirts of the nearby city of
off for
Aurangabad, the Press Trust of
India news agency said.

"Our senior police officers
politely requested him not to
proceed to Aurangabad in the
interest of law and order ... and
he heeded our request” a senior
police officer was quoted as say-
ing in Aurangabad.

Thackeray, whose party is at
the forefront of protests over the
renaming of Marathwada
University, then returned to
Pune without offering any resis-
tance, the officer said.

New Pak proposal
for resumption of
talks on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, Jan 18: Pakis-
tan made new proposals to
India today for a resumption of
bilateral talks following a virtu-
ally fruitless round of negotia-
tions on the thorny issue of
Kashmir here earlier this
month, reports AFP.

"The Pakistani proposals

are aimed at focussing on the

essential issues relating to
Kashmir and to giving a mean-

ingful and direction
to the talks." the statement,
said :

"ii'ﬁki-tan has asked the
Indian government for an early

response to the proposals.” it
said

‘Saddam attends
rally to mark 3rd
anniversary of

Gulf War

BAGHDAD. Jan 18: Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein at-
tended a rally in Salahuddin
province, north of Baghdad on
Monday to mark the third an-
niversary of the Gulf War, the
official Iragi news agency re-
ported, says AFP.

Participants “carried their
personal weapons, .chanted the
president’'s name and voiced
their readiness to defend the
gains of the revolution under
his leadership,” it said.

The agency did not say how
may people were at the rally,
which as attended by the ruling
Baath Party representative in
the province, Mohammad Yunes
Al-Ahmed, and the regional

- governor.

Tikrit., the village where
Saddam Hussein was born, is
situated in the province.

Meanwhile more than
10,000 demonstrators took to
the streets of Baghdad to mark
the anniversary, holding por-
iraits of Saddam Hussein and
banners denouncing the "US-
Zionist aggression” against Iraq.

A US-led coalition launched
"Operation Desert Storm” to
drive Iraqi troops out of Kuwait
on January 17, 1991. with
massive air strikes against tar-
geis in Iraq and the occupiled
Emirate.
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Duchess of York

| moved to tears
LONDON: The Duchess of York, the estranged wife of Prince
Andrew, said Tuesday she was moved to tears after reaching a

20,000 foot Himalgyan peak with a group of disabled people,

reports AFP.

1
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The mountains made her

A | feel small and had given her a.
4 | valmer outlook on life, she told
Gifw in. a pre-recorded inter-

&l view

to be shown on
. ] independent television later

e Tuesday.

Looking sim and tanned,

; ":'f;-*-;-‘ 1 the 34-year-old Duchess, com-

monly known as 'Fergie’,

] spoke of the trek last October
4 acconapanying seven disabled

& | people up the mountains in

mountains make you feel very

% Nepal as patron of the Charity

Macintyre Care. .
"The truest statement is
when people say the

B small, basically, that's what [

o T =

re-erwhed -”

got out of it,” she said.

3he recalled the reaction of

i 3 e one of ““'Eup e
e peak, saying: "Whenl we got to top, at 20,000

feet, Paul turned to me and said: "This really is heaven,” it left

me sitting there, pouring tears,

“ " started to be a little more calm, started to look at myself a

little more fully and tried Lo understand there is a huge

world

. out there and lots ol greater opportunities and just to take a

much calmer look on life.”

Videotaped deaths

LANSING: A drunken man who met with his ex-wife to dis--

cuss their divorce settlement

taped himself shooting her to

death, then killing himself, re s AP.

"After seeing the tape, there's no doubt in ‘my
planned this,” Police Chief Mike Smith said.

mind he

'Police said Raymond Nolan met with his ex-wife, Joan Nolan,
and the couple's respective lawyers on Monday to discuss how
they would divide their property. He set up a camert to video-

tape the meeting at his home.

- Nolan was obviously intoxicated, and could be seen on the

tape consuming four beers over a

. Smith said. When-Nolan
back pocket, the la
The videotape

period of about 15 minutes,

pulled a 9-millimeter handgun from his
wyers fled the house and called police. |
then shows Nolan putting his ex-wife in a

cholke hold, moving her in front of the camera and trying to
fqree her to admit something "he felt he was unjustly accused

of,” Smith said.

i

"Go ahead and shoot me. | wasn't doing that," Mrs Nelan
says at one’point, but then begs her ex-husband to let her go.
Smith said Nolan shot his wife in the back of the head, then

put the

gun to his own head and pulled the trigger. but it mis-

fired. He then reloaded and shot himself in the chest; Smith

Coldblooded murder to
avoid paying $6 fare

WEST PALM BEACH: A 13-year-old girl shot a cab driver to

" death to avoid paying a 6 dollar fare, police said, reports AP,
_ The sixth-grader was dry-eyed during questioning Monday in
the slaying of 39-year-old Yves Quettant, who was shot in the

- said.

back of the head, police said.

"No tears. Just cold. We're talking about ecoldblooded,
premeditated murder committed by a 13-year-old girl who
shows no remorse,” Sgt. John English said. "It's frightening.”

Police want the girl prosecuted for murder as an adult.

‘Quettant was slain after picking up the girl and two of her .

friends at a mall Saturday night.

The girl's mother said her daughter hadn't mentioned the

shooting.

"She acted like a 40-vear-old, like

nothing happened,” the

mother said. "There was nothing, not one tear. She didn't care

Major denies speaking

against his colleagues

LONDON, Jan 18: British
Prime Minister John Major cat-
egorically denied the reports

that he spoke last Thursday of

‘crucifving’ right-wingers in his
cabinet, Downing Street sources
said yesterday, reports Xinhua.
According to a BBC TV re-
port this evening, John Major
was "appalled” at such reports
published in the tabloids which
had been supporters of his
Conservative Party.

Lasi Saturday, two tabloids
in London, the Sun and the
Daily Mail reported that John
Major held a farewell dinner to
his Chief Press Secretary Gus
O'Donnell in No 10 Downing
Street. last Thursday. He was
reported to have vowed to
‘crucifly’ ministers whom he
blamed for the currently hot
dispute on his 'back-to-basics’
policy.

These reports said the prime
minister bowed to pressure
from senior Tories to clamp
down on the ‘straying minis-

lers.

These reports also said that
John Major warned any minis-
ter who brings shame on his
Tory party taces immediate
dismissal, dnd any senijor [ig-
ures who step out of line will no
longer be protected by his gov
ernment and party machine,

The reports said the prime
minister s decision to get tough

came as his government-was
into a new row over an
alleged outburst by himself
against cabinet right-wingers.
On Sunday, Downing Street
hotly denied that John Major
made any such comments at
the farewell party, and Downing
Street described the reporis as

However, the political editor
of the Sun newspaper Trevor

' Kavanagh, who reported the

story first, insisted that his re-
port was absolutely true and he
had gained the news from a re-
liable source.

“Trevor Kavanagh in his arti-
cle in the Sun yesterday
stressed again that he had 'no
doubt about the accuracy of the
account of Thursday night's
remarks’.

"It gives me no pleasure to.
be at odds with a man | hawe
knewn for vears. before he be-

came Foreign Secretary,
Chancellor and then premier,”
he said. '

"But when a prime minister
starts talking about fellow cabi-
net ministers in such terms. no
self-respecting journalist can
ignore it". he added.

He analysed: '"The prime.
minister must deeply regret ut-
tering the words and |1 can un-
derstand why Downing Street is
doing #s best to deny them "

Assailants attack
on Tajik DDM

MOSCOW, Jan 18: Tajikis-
tan's Deputy Defence Minisier
Nuraly Chevraliyev was woun-
ded and driver killed when
armed assailants opened fire
gn their car early today, the
ltar-Tass news agency said,

. alﬁuj-?dFPC hevralivev was on

his way back to Dushanbe, cap-
itab of the former Soviet,
Central Asian republic. after a
visit to the industrial city of
‘Nurek sputheast of the capital
when the attackers struck. the
Wuﬁiadanmhrr person m
the car was alsc wounded but
did not identify the victim.
The government has said
somme small armed opposition
groups are still active in the

country

TUNIS. Jan 18:The PLO
cautiously welcomed the out-
come of the summil between
President Bill Clinton and
Syria's President Hafez Al
Assad. and called on Monday
for renewed Arab coordination
on negotiations with Israel
reportis Reuter

The call for [resh Arab co-
ordination is the first hint of
PLO concern that a separate
Syria-lsrael accord could
strengthen |srael's position in
its negotiations with the
Palestinians.

"If these results open the
door for a just peace leading to
the implementation of resalu
tions 242 and 4215 corwerning
Syria and Lebanon. then we
welcome them ™ PLO executive

commijttee member Yasser

Abed- Rabbe said

LN resolution 242 calls {or
Israelt withdrawal from the
Arab lands occupied in the
1967 Middle East war. includ
ing the Syrian Golan feights as
well as the West Bank and Gaza
Sunp.

Resolution 425 demands
israel withflraw from South
Lebaron

"We would then believe that
Lhey (the resultsi will consti
tute a supporting lactor 1n the
hard negotiatwms going on  Lhe
Palestimian track ' Abed- Rabbo
told Reuters

PLO negouator Natl Shaath
saw] he did not befieve Syna
was embarking o a separaie
deal with [srae

' PLO cautiously welcomes outcome of Cli

| do not believe i1 and |
believe what President Assad
said in Geneva emphasises the
coinprehensive peace, and than

is also nour commitroernt
Shaath told Reuters hbefore
heading to Egypt to reswune

talks with Israel on Tuesduay on
implementing their accord on
limited Palestinian sell rule

Fhe (Clinton-Assad] meel
ing was strategic [l operns the
door to Syria's return 1y the
peace process or Lhe basis of
the recovery of all 11s lands an
the basis of resolution 242 hs

s

“This 18 i the nterest ol
rhe Palestinian 1ssiwe Becausse if
grte L% vk 10 the corppre

henstve peace for all Arals pad

ties. and because jt creates a
new precedent. atter the
Egyptian one, that the genuine
implementation of resolution
242 means the withdrawal
from all the occupled terrilo-
rics he added

Efypt was the first Arab
Country (o sign a peace deal
with Israel and recovered the
Sital pernimnsula

Assad broke new ground in
itie peace process on Sunday
when he announced that Syria
conibd have "normal peaceful
relations” with [srael under a
e ace Agreement

{ Hnton. al a joint news Con
ferenn e with Assad aller more
han five hours of talks in
Cieneva welcomed Syria s attl
trade 1o peace arncd said Israel

should respond

But Abed Rabbo said the
PLO, Syria, Lebanon. Jordan
and Egypt should resume (he
coordination they established
at the start of the US brokered
peace conference in Madrid in
1991 in which negotiations
were held on separate tracks.

The “five" have not met
since the PLO and Israel
signed a declaration of princi
ples in September for limited
Palestinian interim self-rule in
the West Bank and Gaza and
started negotiating on its Im
plementation

Svria, Lebanon and Jordan
reapproached the PLO at the
Lime of the secretly negotiated
deal, accusing it of not keeping
them informed and going

nton-Assad summit

alone The PLO respouded thal
its negotiations for the [inial
status of the West Bank and
Gaza Sirip were to start only
within three years.

Svyria softened its stance
last week when it joined Gulf
state and Egypt in a declara
tion which described the
Israel-PLO aceord as a first
step on the the path of peace

The PLO and Jordan have
sitice made up with economic
and other talks on the future ol
the territories

Bul there had been no con
sultations beiween the FLO
amd Damascus belote the
Urenevd suirmnit . and so tar. no
bhriefitig has been planned altet
it PLO officials sawd

Fahd, Leghan
call for Afghan
ceasefire

RIYADH. Jan 18: King Fahd
and Pakistan President Sardar
Farooq Leghari called Monday
for an uncondjtional cease-fire
1 endd weeks of factional fight-

g in Afghanistan, reports AP,
A ‘pnII{?t rommunigue at the

conclusion ol a two-day visit by
Leghari to Saudi Arabia re-
minded the warring Afghan
leaders that nearly a year ago,
they signed a peace pact In
Islam's holiest city of Meécca and

shilel bonour jL.
(ﬁt:\‘ no mml“ton was made in

Lhe communique of a proposed
peave conterence to be held in
Algluinistan with the participa-

oy o) leadig Islamic nations.
it Tading Saudi Arabia, Pa-

kistan and lran



