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Rockets hit Kabul : 13 killed

King Fahd, Leghari call
for ceasefire

ISLAMABAD, Jan 17; Pakis- The broadcast: monitored
tan President Farooq Ahinad here, said the attack had also
Leghari and Saudi Arabia s King caused considerable property
Fahd called for an immediate damage. but did not mention
ceaselire in Afghanistan. in a the number of rockegs and Lthe
joint communique issued today areas hit
simultaneously from Jeddah Afghan ministers loyal to
and Islamabad. reports AFP. President Burhanuddin Rabba

The communique followed ni fled a meeting in the Prime
talks between Fahd and Le- Minister's office in central
ghari. who is currently on a Kabul today when rebel forces
visit to Saudi Arabia. attacked the building with rock

- They urged the Afghan fac- ets, rebel sources in Peshawar
tional leadems to "fear Allah in said.
what they are doing to their The attack eame as snow fell
own people and homeland” and - on the ruined city, bringing a
enforce an "unconditional lull in fierce factiona] fighting
ceasefire” throughout the coun-  which has raged since new

try. year's day. -

The communique called for The rebels, allied forces of
“faithful” implementation of Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hek-
power-sharing accords which

matyar and northern warlord

mark’ a definite turning point,” Radovan Karadzic, leader of the
sell-proclaimed Serb state in Bosnia- sald in an

Herzegovina,
address to the regional assemnbly. "If it becomes clear there will
hrmpmu.-:ﬂnﬂhmtnmhnlﬂﬂ.'m

| Ghali orders release
of Somali ters

GENEVA , Jan 17: UN

tained for attacks on UN troops. He also erdered all restrictions
to be lifted on the movement of Omar Jess and Gen Hersi
Morgan. two top aides to warlord Gen Mohamed Farrah Aideed.
The move seemed designed to improve relations between the
United Nations and Aideed, reports AP. ’

Israel to hold referendum
before pullout from Golan

T

were signed by the Afghan fac-  General Abdul Rashid Dostum, | ] G i *
tions in March last year in fired 25 rockets at the Prime : 5 A i s v S e T . e - N o e s Jmuwf::::d::“ “-:"l mﬂ“‘:
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parts of Kabul today. radio
Kabul said.

Khaleda seeks
votes on BNP
nominees' behalf

With the DCC election fever

gripping the metropolis, BNP

Chairperson and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia continued

to campaign seeking votes for
her party nominees yesterday.,
reports UNB. -

Begum Zia visited Taltola
colony and its adjoining areas,

‘and nearby slums,

Shyamoly, Mohammadpur,
Sukrabad arid .Sobahanbagh
areas in the evening.

She stood by at many places,
talked with the residents, and
shook hands with women, call-
ing of them to cast their votes in
favour of BNP candidates. She
-also assured that her govern-
ment would continue its efforts
- for city's development. '

- Hundreds of people came out
of their residences to have a
glimpse of the BNP chief. Many
of them came down to the street
to receive Begum Zia and talked

rehabilitate the evicted hawkers
by giving them khas lands at a
nominal price. centres
would also be built for them on
the abahdoned lands, he said.

Hanif made the commit-
ments while exchanging views
on the upcoming Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) polls with
the leaders of the Hawkars' Lea-
gue and the Rickshaw Sramik
League at the Awami League
central office at Bangabandhun
Avenue in the city.

Addressing the hawkers,
Hanif eriticised the authorities
for evicting the hawkers without
making arrangements for their
rehabilitation. "The unplanned
eviction is inhuman and. it will
aggravate the country's unem-
ployment problem”, he said. °

-Meanwhfle, the AL central
leaders continued campaigning
for the party nominees.

At a campaign rally at Moha-
mmadpur, the AL Presidium
member, Tofael Ahmed, MP said
the coming polls could not be
free and fair unless the election
code of conduct and the
decisions taken at the meeting
between tHe Chief Election
Commissioner and the political
parties were implemented.

- Accountability undefined

From Page 1 Col 4

Joint Secretaries. It is divided
into 29 cadres and the major
ones are: BCS (Health) with

. 8312 officials; BCS [General

Education) 7768: BCS (Ad-
ministration)] 4634 and BCS

{Agriculture) with 2049 officials.
The report points out that
;the traditional er colonial civil

service was on a ‘culture
of secrecy', which may be
abused behind a veil of secrecy.
. "FThus, in order to check arbi-
trariness and manipulation,
trdnsparency needs to be prac-
.Hsed in the offices of the civil .
servants. When the government
is transparent. the press has
access to information on admin-
istrative and political malprac-
tices." . .
However, it adds that the
primary factors hindering trans-
parency in administration are
the existence of "cumbersome
and imprecise' laws and rules
that restrict flow of information
-and " decision-making.
"The existing rules and laws
. with which the civil servants are
performing .their ated
responsibilities still bear the
- colonial essence.” = - i
The report strongly advo-
cates the role of the press as
that of a watch-dog. "The press '
or the mass media plays a cru- -
ial role in promoting account-
ability of both politicians and
bureaucrats,” it says.
- Among the built-in mecha-
nisms for accountabil-
ity. the report cites the bud-
getary process, as mandated by
Article 87 of the Constitution,
3 ing by the Auditor Gene-
ral's office, legislative mecha-
nisms and legislative control
through the public accounts
-committee of Parliament. .
"But this built-in mechanism
does not work when the en-
forcers thémselves viclate the
fules and procedures to achieve
mutual or self-interest. In re-
cent times such a tendency has
become endemic in Bangla-
desh.” the report charges. .
« It calls for a ' ' be-
tween the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) and the Com-
ptroller and Auditor General's
office, saying that the PAC can
function if the report of the
tor General is made avai-
lable to it. "Both need each
other for the success of their
. Operatlions.”
- It also advocates the ap-
pointmert of an ombudsman,

—

. suring thie proper responsibility
-and accountability of the civil

‘give more benefits to the ag-

" Act of 1974,

_for setting up parliamentary

_cussions and entertainment.”
- the monthly mandatory meet-
- committee are being held. But

as per Article 77 of the
Constitution, as a means to en-

servants to Parliament and to
the public. .

Special courts to adjudicate
administrative wrongs done (o
citizens, the report says, -may

grieved individuals as the pro-
cedures in the present system
are time-consuming. "What is -
needed in Bangladesh is
strengthening the system of ju-
dicfal review of administrative
action by supporting it with
additional legal and political
means." g

It also notes that there is an
absence of a uniform definition
of ‘corruption’ in the Govern-
ment Servants Conduct Rules of
1976 and the Anti-Corruption

Identifying the dominant
forms of corruption subverting
accourntability, the report cites .
the answers of 97 senior civil
service officials who listed 31
forms of corruption.

Misuse of official facilities
were cited by 75 of the respon:
dents, use of official manpower
for personal work by 42, receiv-
ing bribe from the public by 41,
abuse of power by 47 and
nepotism was cited by 42 of the
respondents. © . :

It notes that Article
76 of the Constitution provides

committees to inquire into the
activities of the ministries, yet
their. function. remained nomi-
nal during the past decade,
"Their function remained con-
fined to superficial Toutine dis-

However, since March 1992

ings of all 43 parliamentary
the report adds that the com-
mittees "have not taken an in-

stitutional shape because of the
political incapacity and tmma-
turity and one of the causes for
the malfunction of the commit-
tee is that the Constitution does
not clearly spell out the author-

ity and jurisdiction of each
committee.”

The civil service respondents
believe that unless members of
the committees are provided
through orientation with .the
governmental system, the report
says, they will not be able to
operate efficiently and their role
in the promotion of public ac-
countability will continue to

-
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when a large number of stacked
up cement bags collapsed on
them at around 7 pin yesterday
at the Munshikhola cement
ghat on the Dhaka-Narayangan|
highway.

The victims were identified
as Sardar Halim 50, Emdad,
25, Mohammad Ali Bhuiyan, 54
and Shahid, 40. They were
labouress at the cement ghat
where barges unload cement at
a dock by the river Buriganga.

The incident took place at a
wholesaler's godown reportedly
owned by Madina Trading. The
victims were sleeping in a
thatched hut adjacent to the
tin-built godown. Police said,
all of a sudden a wall along with
cement bags collapsed on the
sleeping labourers, killing them
instantaneously.

Police recovered the bodies
from under neath at least 500
bags filled with cement.

The Buriganga Ghat Sramik
Union has lodged a case with
the Fatullah thana.

F
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' polls
diary

. By Staff Correspondent

The 'horse' owner has sto-
pped eating.

Bangladesh People's Lea-
gue's bet in the electoral race
— M A Khaleq — began a fast
unto death yesterday de-
manding immediate removal of
banners, posters, makeshifl
campaign stalls, and stopping
the use of loudspeakers in the
DCC polls! |
_He also demands a clear-cut
statement, from the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner on those
violating the election code.

Khaleq,- who has been

1 awarded the symbol of a horse

for the mayoral polls, in a
statement said he would not
eat until the demands were
met. l

_ * ok ok

Gangs of professional 'town-
criers’ have emerged in the
city amid the hubbub of the
DCC polls. ' ‘

The groups, mainly com-
prising 10 to 12 youngsters,
have been engaged by different
ward cormmissioner candidates
to chant slogans and bring out

processions in their favour in |

return for money or food. .

The problem is that the
‘criers' change their sides but
not their clothes so frequently
that it often beeomes difficult

for the candidates to guess if -

the slogans were in his favour

or for his rivall

*x * *

. A similar gang of 'town-

‘criers' at Shantinagar area in

the capital is unique in its own
way.

Their mode of contract in
the campaign is not money —
but cigarettes! The group
Monday marched to a make-
shift, roadside campaign stall
chanting slogans in favour of a
word commissioner candidate.

However, they were shut up
by the camp managers. "Get
lost for now, you'll get your

biscuits later," one of the camp

managers was heard yelling at
the group.

"We won't eat biscuits,” 'rﬂ-'

torted the leader of the gang.
“We want cigarettes . . . Gold
Leaf of the red packets.”

festivities as Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia inaugurated
a three-day exhibition of
traditional village items today.
reports LINB.

The Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS)
has organised the ‘Zia Mela’' on
the occasion of the 58th an-
niversary of the birth of Zia. in
cooperation with the Zia family
and local administration.

Begum Zia released pigeons
‘to mark the inauguration of the
fair, being held at the sleepy
village, 15 kilometres from the
Bogra district headquarters.
for the second consecutive
year, !

A photo-exhibition, docu-

mentary film shows, musical
and cultural programmes and
display of traditional handicraft
have been arranged on the oc-
easion. . -
Stalls have-been set up by
the Bangladesh Small and
Cottage
ration, the Livestock and
Fisheries Department and the
Agricultural Department to in-
spire the rural people in in-
creasing production in the
fields and factories.

On arrival at her in-laws’
homestead, an event which
created immense enthusiasm
among the people of the dis-
trict at large, Begum Zia was
greeted by thousands of people
and schoolchildren chanting
welcome slogans.

Vilagers — men. women
and children — {rom far-flung
areas of the district thronged
Baghbari to have  impse of
the Prime Mimi~ #” (] enjoy
the mela.

Begum Zia distributed
prizes among the literary
competitidbn winners of the Zia.
Shishu Kishore Sangathan.

The inaugural function was
 followed by a colourful musical
soiree. Noted artistes of 'the

i country and local vocalists

rendered regional and ‘baul’

Industries Corpo- .

Earlier. the Prime Minister
distributed sarees and lungis

among the poor people on the
courtyard of Zia's ancestral

home,

On her way to Baghbari
from Bogra, she talked to vil-
lagers at different places and
exchanged greetings.

In her opening remarks,
Begum Zia said though Sha-
heed Zia is no more in this
world today. he is: still alive
among the people for his de-
velopment and production-ori-
ented programmes.

" She called upon the people
to take a vow on the birth an-
niversary of the great leader to
build the country as a prosper-
Ous one.

Presided over by JASAS
leader Zahid Hossain Chunnu,
the inaugural function was also
addressed by Post and Teleco-
mmunications Minister Tariqul
Islam, BNP MPs Helaluzzaman
Talukder, Dr Habibur Rahman,
Azizul Huq and Khurshid Jahan
Huq, National University Pro-
VC Dr Mahbubullah, BFUJ
secretary general Amanullah
Kabir and JASAS leaders.

Extended tele exchange

Meanwhile, Begum Khaleda
Zia inaugurated a telephone
exchange extended with
1,500 new lines here today,

saying her government will .

continue to expand and mod-

ernise ' telecommunication jn °

thre country. .

The Prime Minister rang
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali in
the capital to open the ex-
tended exchange.

~ Following the extension of
the exchange, the number of
telephone lines rose to 3,500
in the district from the earlier
2000, "

Post and Telecommuni-
cation Minister Tariqul Islam,
Azizul Huq MP, Khurshid

Jahan Huq MP and senior offi-

cials were present.

From Page 1 Col 8

also called upen Muslims the
world over for increased exer-’
cise of Iman and Amal, which
could ensure worldly and spiri-
tual liberty of the Muslims.

Several lakh devotees. from
all parts of the country, includ-

| ing 3000 foreign participants;

attended the munajat which
began at 12:05 pm.

An estimated eight square
kilometre area on the eastern
bank of the river Turag virtu-
ally turned into a sea of huma-
nity from the morning. Thou-
sands of people gathered along

way, stretching from Uttara to
Duttapara, Tongi. People
crowded over filling stations,

| rooftops of nearby houses,

mills, factories and buses.
Hundreds of women also took
part in the munajat from the
rooftop of the Ashraf Textile
Mills,
'Virtually every road from all
corners of the country led to
Tongi yesterday  with
thousands of vehicles ferrying
in people. . e
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas offered the munajat
along with some cabinet mem-
bers. On his arrivyal,
President was given a warm
welcome by the devotees, and
he exchanged greetings with
them. Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, Minister for
Religious Affairs Keramat Ali,
Chief of Army Staff L. General
Mohammad Noor Uddin Khan,
Chief of Naval Staff Rear
Admiral Moheiminul Islam and
Chief of the Air Staff Air Vice
Marshal Altaf Hossain also at-
tended.

Leader of the Opposi
Parliament and Awami
- chief Sheikh Hasina, Abdus
Samad: Azad, AL Presidium
members Abdul Mannan and
Rahmat AH, MP and almost all
the DCC mayor candidates of-

tion in

fered the munagjat. High civil
and military officers, political
leaders from a number of par-
ties were also present.

the Dhaka-Mymensingh high-

close to the venue.-

the

- forms,

Biswa Ijtema ends

At least 11 persons died
due to diarrohea. accidents
and other illnesses during the
three-day Ijtema. Of the four,
including a women,
crushed under the wheels of a
running train yesterday near
the Zia Airport Station at
Khilkhet. | '

About 20 thousand people
received treatment in different

field hospitals and temporary

medical centres at the ljtema

- venue. Tongi thana police ar-

rested 40 pick-pockets from
the area. They were sent to the
Gazipur jail.

A serious traffic jam clogged
the Dhaka-Mymensingh high-
way from Azampur to. the
Tongi Cherag Ali Market from

1pm to 6 pm.

Ten special ticket counters
were opéned at the .Tongi
Railway L Stations for home-
bound dévotees.,

The mammoth congrega-
tion, organised by the World
Tabligh Jamaat or the 'preac-
hers’ Group’, a non-political
organisation headquartered in
New Delhi, is being held here
annually for the last 29 years.

The Biswa [jterna began in
1945 at the Kakrail Mosque in
the city. The bank of the Turag
has been the venue sinc
1965. '

Another minister
quits Yeltsin's .
cabinet

MOSCOW, Jan 17: Russian
Social Security Minister Ella
Pamfilova. the only woman in
the cabinet, announced her
resignation on Sunday with a

blistering attack on the gov-
ernment, reports Reutér.

Pamfilova is a supporter of
Economics Minister Yegor Gai-
dar, aschitect of Russia's re-
who stepped down
saying he lacked the levers of

power he needed (o pursue his

free-market line,

were

Jan 17: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today urged the
members of the armed forces to
work shoulder to shoulder with
the people for a self-sufficient
and prosperous Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

"We are implementing devel-
opment programmes aimed at
achieving self-rellance and
building up a happy and pros-
perous
seeking cooperation from all in
materialising the programmes.

Begum Zia was addressing
members of the 66th Infantry
Division after wi a col-
lective winter exercise of the
Bangladesh Army and the Air
Force here this morning. Two
jet fighters and a fleet of tanks
participated in the exercise.

The Prime Minister called
upon the members of the armed
forces to integrate themselves in
the development activities. "The
country belongs to us all. | be-
lieve you- can create mass
awareness about family plan-
ning, mass education, tree
plantation and environment,"

'she added.
Commenting on their exer-

cise, she said there is no alter-
native to training for maintain-
ing discipline and acquiring
skills. "We have to work hard to

| attain skills and maintain dis-
4 cipline. We have to establish

ourselves as a self-respecting

nation. We have to strengthen

our_def
urﬂrﬁrgﬂfﬁg the role of the

members of the armed forres in
the war of independence, Be-

gum Zia said,"Qur armed forces -
| are our pride and we want to

build up a modern army with
adequate facilities."
She mentioned the facilities

of their training at home and -
abroad and said efforts will be .

continued to expand the armed
- forces. =

The Prime Minister lauded
the role of the army at times of
natural calamities and its ser-

vice to the distressed humanity,

Private docs
From Page 1 Col 8
support of their 21-point
charter of demands. At the
Health Directorate premises, a
rally with Dr Z A Matin in the
chair was addressed by Kamrul
Islam, Nurul Amin and

Shubhash Roy. | :

At the Shishu Hospital, an-
other rally, presided over by
Dr Rafiq Chowdhury, was held.
At the PG Hospital premises,
the General Secretary of the
BMA Dr Gazi Abdul Haq, ad-
dressed another rally.

According fo the BMA
headquarters in the city, the’
‘strike was successfully ob-
served in all districts of the
country yesterday. -

Our DMCH Correspondent
says, 32 patients left the Dhaka

Medical College Hospital yes-

terday while B patients died.
While the scheduled opera-
tions were suspended during
the last seven days of the
strike, the voluntary doctors of
the BMA continued
emergency services. The num-
ber of patients coming to the
DMCH for treatment yesterday

dropped to 1100 as against
~about 1400 in normal times.

Our SSMCH Correspondent
says; the number of patients
seeking treaiment at the Sir
Salimullah Medical College
Hospital continued to decline
due to the strike. The number
of patients at the hospital

dropped to 431 yesterday from

' 454 the day before.

Al least four patients left
the hospital voluntarily while
47 others were ' officially dis-

However, the wvoluntary
doctors- operated on 22 pa-
tients at the emer ward.

The demands, whieh the
government had - reportedly
.accepted verbally but had not
issued any order in respect of
the demands  include: in-
creased budget allocation for
the health seclor, building up
an infrastructure for primary
health care, setting up new
hospitals and recruitment of

more manpower in the health
sector.

country,” she said,.

their

-onJune 8B last

Classes of Jahangirnagar
University resume today after a
1 0-day winter vacation.

The original 20-day vaca- .

tion, according to the aca-
demic calendar, was earlier
reduced in view of the existing
sessfon jam.

Meanwhile, the reopening
of the university is likely to put
the acting Vice Chancellor un-
der fresh pressure as both stu-
dents and teachers are con-
templating action programmes
to press home their demands.

The JU
manding the holding of the
Senate session by J
to decide the VC panel and the
student bqdies are asking for
the announcement of dates of
the JU Central Students Union
WUCSU) polls by January 25.

Coldwave

From Page 1 Col 8§
Meantime, according to the
latest Met office reading,
Jessore felt the brunt of coun-
try's lowest temperature 10.9
degree Celsius early yesterday:.
The capital had the mini-
mum 12.2 degree Celsius,
Tangail 11.8, Rangpur 11,
Dinajpur 11.5, Rajshahi 11.2
and Ishurdi 11.6 degrees.
Another reports says, three
aged people and .five babies
succumbed to the chill in vil-

lages of three thanas as cold-

wave swept Pabna district in
the last 48 hours.

The dead were identified by
villagers as 15-day-old Masum,
Tufan (2 days) and Kashem
Bepari, 72, of Sharikdiarchar in
the sadar thana, Chinu (1
month), Laboni (12 days), Jaura
Bibi, 60, and Samhad Sheikh,
60, of Ishurdi thana and one-
day-old Habul of Chatmehor
thana. The deaths were however
not officially confirmed.

The mercury fell to the low-
est 7 and 9 degree Celsius in
the district according to the
weathermen. .

- IEB convention
-' From Page | Col 5°
chief guest. Dr. Anwarul Azim of
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology will
present the key-note paper on
the topic.

Al a press conference yester-
day, IEB honorary general sec-
retary M A K Azad said, 101 pa-
pers on key national issues
would be presented in different
technical sessions. A series of
memorial lectures would also
be delivered.

Engineer Mahibul Majid, Di-
rector of Bangladesh Consull’
tant, will be awarded the IEB
medal for outstanding con-
tribution. Engineers at the Tee-

| sta Barrage Project, the Gho-

rasal Centre and the Agian

- Institution of Technology, Thai-

land Chapter of the IEB will
also be honoured.
- Communications -Minister

1 Oli Ahmed will attend the clos-

ing ceremony of the convention.

IEB President Engineer Ja-
milur Reza Choudhury, hono-
rary general secretary-elect
Ebrahim Miah, vice presidents
Kazi Aminur Rahman and Md.
Abul Hayat were also present at
the press conference.

- Chakmas -
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The delegation had arrived
at Ramgarh-on Sunday mom-
ing for talks on the repatria-

tion of Chakma now
sheltered in six camps in the
Tripura state of India.

} Earlier, the repatriation of

Chakmas, scheduled to begin
year, was stalled

when the refugees’ refused to
return to their homes in

Chit Hill Tracts (CHT)
unti] the Iment of their 13-
point demands.

The main demands are
guarantees of their full security
after return, involvement of
the United Nations, Amnesty
International and other world
bodies in the repatriation pro-
cess, withdrawal of all security
for¢es from the CHT, expul-
sion of Bengali settlers and
proper rehabilitation of the re-
tumees.

teachers are de- .

31 .

government of him
. from contesting the forthcaming
Dhaka City Corperation elec-
tions for fear of his k

“The ruling party created all
sorts of obstacles to keep me
away from the elections . . . |
was not allowed to sign nomi-
nation papers from the
Jail," he told UNB over tele-
phone last night.

The first Mayor of Dhaka,
Hasnat joined the Ershad cabi-
net at the fag end of his regime
and left the country for London
on January 4, 1991. He was ar-
rested from Benapole after he
entered the country in Decem-
ber last.

He was released from the
Jessore Jail on follow-
ing a High Court order.

In reply to a question,
Hasnat said, "The government
knew it full well that | was
to win the elections because
my past performance as the
first Mayor of Dhaka from 1977

. to 1982." Hasnat was appointed
Mayor by President Ziaur Rah-
man, founder of the BNP. He
joined the Jatiya Party of ousted
President Ershad in late 1990,
only months before the fall of
the regime in the face of a
popular uprising.

'l belong to the city of Dhaka
and the people of Dhaka. THis is
my city. So, they prevented me."
from joining the January 30
electoral race.

He’ refuted spec-
ulations that he had returned
home to work for the BNP in the
city corporation election.

Deregulation

From Page 1 Col 7

Revision of such regulations
are being considered with a
view (o ensuring competitive
prices of foreign exchange for
the importers and also to en-
courage more imports into the
country., -

In the meantime, through a
Statutory Regulatory Order .
(SRO) issued by the National
Board of Revenue (NBR] on
January 13, customs duty on a
nmumber of luxury items have
been reduced with the same
objective — to encourage more
imports.

The items benefiting include
air coolers, refrigerators and
deep-freezers, VCRs, VCPs,
televisions, different types of
lamps, three-wheeled wvehicles,
motor cars and station wagons
not exceeding 1000 cc. jeeps
not exceeding 2000 cc and
piekups. The duty on import of
the spare parts of the items
have also been reduced.

The SRO also covered MS
billet, slab ingots and photo
voltaic cells. '

The ad value for air coolers
has been fixed at 60 per cent,
refrigerators, deep freezers —
45 per cent, VCR and VCP — 60
per cent, television sets — ,'rﬁg
per cent, lamps — between 7.
and 60 per cent, three-wheeled
vehicles — 15 to 45 per cent,
motor cars‘and station wagons
— 1510 75 per cent and pick-
ups — 30 to 45 per cent.

Aman

From age 1 Col 7

the requirement of about 16
months.

Elaborating the stock posi-
tion, the minister said the re-
serves of rice at government

| godowns now stands at 1.6

lakh tonnes while another
20.000 tonneés are in move-
ment.

¢ "The monthly off-take from
the stock presently is 10,000
tonnes of rice, we also have
adequate stock of wheat, 4.5
lakh tonnes." he added.

Soon after completion of
the Aman procurement, the
government will start buying
IRRI-boro from mid-April,
which will also help to keep
market prices ﬂ.nd':
Meanwhile, "the Foed
Minister has decided to buy
another 20.000 tonnes ol
Aman rice locally through ten-
ders from areas outside Lhe
Rajshahi Division to increase
the government's foed siock
further



