Galazov elected
North Ossetia

president

MOSCOW. Jan IT: The tro-
ubled Republic of North Osse
tia In southern Russia elected

nentary chairman Akhs-

arbek Galazov as its first
president in a weekend pell,
Itar-Tass news agency said
Roday. reports Reuter.

Tass reported from the re-
gional capital Viadikavkaz that
Galazov, a former local com-
munist party chief with good
connections in Moscow, had
polled over 60 per cent of
Sunday's vote. Turnout- was
around 55 per cent.

North Ossetia, which is in
the volatile Caucasus region,
hit the headlines in late 1992
when around 200 were
killed in fighting with neigh-
bouring Ingushetia over terri-
tory. - .
The conflict has its roots in

a decision by Soviet dictator .

Josef Stalin to exile Ingushis
en masse to Central Asja dut-
ing World War 1L ° Ossetians
took over much of their land.
President Boris Yeltsin llew
down to the fractious region in

early December in a bid to end .

the conflict -
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BOMBAY. Jan 17; Tension
shot up today in the Indian
state of Maharashtra as Hindu
militants staged arson attacks
in response to the renaming of
a university after Bhim Rao
Ambedkar. the hero of the un-
touchablé community. reports
AFP '

Maharashtra pelice -braced

The Baily Star 5

#

for violente as they prepared .

to block a visit today by Hindu
Jundamentalist leader Bal
Thackeray te the city of
Aurangabad, the restive site of
the renamed university in
‘western Maharashtra.
Thackeray is the leader of
the Shiv Sena, whose members
have been at the forefront
the violent protests by upper-
caste Hindus which: erupted

late Friday.
Police in Bombay, the
Maharashtra capital. @aid they

had erected checkposts at all
points of entry into Aurangabad
to ensure Thackeray does not
enter the cily.
banned the visit amid fears it
would spark large-scale unrest.

LA

Chara Charh#elected‘for festival:

‘Chara Char' (Shelter of the Wings). the latest film by noted film

maker

Buddhadeb Dasgupta has been selected for the

competitive section of the Berlin film festival slated for next
month, PTI reports from Calcutta. e

Officia] sources in Calcutta: said that the last Indian film
shown in the same section was 'Phera’ (the Return) in 1987 also

made by Dasgupta.

‘Chara Char deals with a man's relationship with birds.

. 4 . L]
13 die in Colombia accident:
Thirteen people died and eight were injured in a head-on
collision Sunday between (wo buses in northwestern Colombia,
police said. AFP reports from Medellin.
One of the vehicles was carrying tourists returning to
Medellin. the capital of Antioguia Department. from the

Caribbean coast. All

the occupants of that vehicle died.

A witness said the driver of the tour bus crossed the median
line and collidéd with another bus carrying passengers from

Medellin to Caucasia.

Fire kills 24 in Moroccos: rie sweeping

through a sauna killed 24 people in the north Moroccan city

of Tetuan, the national press agency

Reuter reports from Rabal.

Another 15 were treated in hospital after inhaling

Map said on Sunday,

smoke

during the Saturday night blaze believed to have been caused -

by an electtical

fault, Map added.

The saund in the town centre was built on two storeys. one
reserved. for women and the other for men.

Actor Aldl'idge dead: michael Aldridge. a

versatile actor popular wi
the
Caldicolt.” has ditd

His [amily said he

. Greenwhich in southeast Lupdun. rHu

stated.
Aldridge

American television audiences in
1980s in Britisk productions like
at age 73. AP report
died January 10 at his home at

"Charters and
s from London.

cause of death was

- whose father was a doctor, determined to be an

actor while still a schoolboy and made his stage debut with a
reperiory company in 1939 in Terence Rattigans "French

Without Tears,”

UN food aid for Kenya: me unite

Nations said on Sunday it would supply someé 82,500 tonnes
of food aid to Kenya over the next six months to meet
* shortages caused by a severe drought, Reuter reports from

Nairobi. .
The World Food

Programme (WFP), food arm of the United

Nations, said the food would help 410,000 drought victims
and 550,000 hit by a combination of drought and socio-eco- -

nomic problems.

A severé drought has hit ‘most parts of Africa, the world's

poorest continent, seriousty

depleting fopd stocks and foreing

most couniries o look outside for help.

7 die in S African violence: i icas

seven people were reported killed early yesterday as Zulus
intent on marching on the union butidings in Preloria. the
. seat of government, clashed with blacks trying o gel (o work,

police and peace monitors said.

Johannesburg,

AFP reports [rom

Police reported widespread unrest as Zulus based in mi-
grant workers hostels in Johannesburg's satellite black town-
ships torched some buses. cars and minibus Laxis and hi-

rked others.

Italians go to polls Mar 27

ROME. Jan 17: Maly em-
barked on an uncertaif read Lo
general electlons under a
complicated mew voling sys-
tem on March 27 after
President Oscar Luigl Scalfaro
finally dissolved the countrys
wscandal-tainted parliament,

reports Reuter.
About a third of the mem-

bers of the outgoing legislature
are being investigated for cor-
ruption in everwwidening in
quiries which have destroyed
the credibility of the pariies
which had dominated political
life since World War [1.
Scalfaro said in a letter o

the speakers of the two clham-
bers that parliament was no
longer representative of the
people. "The world now passes
to the volers,” he said.

State radio said the curtain
hadefallen "“on the shoriest and
most tormented legislature in
the history of the republic ™

The path for early elections
was clear when Prime Minister
Cario Azeglio Ciampi submitted
his resignation last Thursday
after a parlamentary debate
exposed deep divisions over
the timing of the long-awaited

polis.
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“Nobody is above the law.”
senior police officer M N
Singh said when asked
whether Thackeray would be
arrested.

The Hindu mijlitant leader
plans to leagl a rally tomorrow
in Aurangabad Lo protest the
remaning of 1he Marathwada
Uidversity alfter the late
Ambedkar, the author of the
Indian constitution.

Ambedkar is lioniséd by
Harijans, the so-called un-
touchables at the lowest rung
of the Hindu caste ladder.

if Thackeray is arrested,
Sena activists would fan out
into the villages to carry out
“disruptive activities,” sources
in his party said. '

Meanwhile, a journalist ate
poison and died in the town of
Yawat Mal on Sunrday, leaving
behind a suicide note that he
was_ taking his life to protest

. the renaming of the university.,

the Marathi-language Maha-

rashtra Times said. |
The journalist, iderntified a

Vinod Gudge, was the first to

.underdeveloped

commit suicide to protest the
decision announced by the
Maharashtra government Fri-
day. ¥

_* Another protestor set him-
sell on fire in Beed district but
survived with burms to 80 per

cent of his body. Maharashtra

Times said. s

Half-a-dozen Harljans had
committed suicide to foree the
renaming of the university,
which has triggered arson at-
tacks on Harijan settlements
and government property in
the sparsely-populated and
western re-
gion of the state. . '

Shiv Sena militants and up-
per-caste Hindus torched a
government veterinary hospital
and schools in Jalna district
and attacked trucks travelling
on highways in the region, po-
lice said. -

A Harijan slum and an irri-
gation department office were
sel on Tfire in the disirict of

I;Pﬂrha.n.i

Furty;r Harljan homes were
set on fire Sunday ini the. vil-

lage of Sakshall Pimpri where

- the administration imposed a
collective fine of 200,000 ru- .

pees on residents to raise
funds for, compensation, the
police said. -
. No casualties were reported
in the attacks.

No trains or buses have
plied in the region since

Saturday following attacks |

which forced’ transport ser-
vices to be cancelled. .
Nishikant. Bhalerao, editor
ol Marathwada newspaper, told
AFP by telephome from

Aurangabad that Harijans in ru-

ral areas were gripped by fer-

ror. .
“They will flee and come to .

the cities in search of safety.”
he said.,

Bhalerao said Harijans were

. paying reverential homage ‘at

the gates of the universily

which sports a board with its

. W name : :
: 'Flur outbreak ol injer-caste

violenice is India’s worst since

1940, when then premier V P
Singh hiked job quotas for the
lower castes.

PARIS., Jan 17: Francce's
left-wing opposition has been
rejuvenated by a giant demon-
stration {n Paris against the
education policy of conserva-

_tive Prime Minister Edouard
Balladur's government, politi- .

cal commentators said, reports
Reulter,

Supporters of the state

school systemi marched on
Sunday in a festive prminni
stretching nine km (six miles
to celebrate the collapse of
government: plans to increase
public spending on private
church schools. -

Organisers said one million
people took ‘part in the biggest
demonstration in ‘the French
capital in 10 years, police put
the turnout at 260,000.

*The Left is back, said TF-1
Television commentator Gera-
rd Carreyrou. saying the pro-
test had increased the chances
of Socialist Party leader Michel
Rocard in nexi year's presi-
dential election.

He said Balladur, shown by
opinion polls. as favourilc 10

Demonstration against educ

win the election, could not ‘af-
ford (o make another such
mistake. - | _

The march, organised by
teachers’ unions and the so-
cialist and communist parties,
was originally intended to pro-
test against a law dragooned
through parliament last month
to lift the ceiling on local
authority spending on private
school. :
. Alter France's constitutional
council annuled the law last
week as unfair to state schools.
the orgdnisers turned the
march into a celebration and a
warning to the  centre-right
government. e M

The government had argued
that private schools badly
needed repairs to ensure the
safety of children. Teachers'
unions said state schools' had
more need of funds to build
facilities, carry oul repairs,
hire teachers, buy equipment
and improve security.

Leftist leaders, denying that

* they were trying to make polit- -

said the demonstration was

-. ‘merely aimed at defending the

state school system. -~ =~
. Jean-Pierre Chevenement, a
former socialist Defence Mi-
nister, wds. the only prominent
leftist to call it a challenge to

Balladur's economic and social

policies. .

But television commenta-

tors and members of ruling

_ coalition -said the dispute of-

fered the Left its first oppor-
tunity to rally and regroup
sinee the socialists went down
toa devastating election defeat
last March. .

“There are  two things
there, said centrist Raymond
Barre. a former prime
Minister, on f(elevision. first,
the resuscitation of the Lelit,
and then, alse, the French
people's love for state schools.”

.. #But -France-2 television
E(‘Eﬂmtﬂlﬂtﬂf Arlette Chabot

said would be more difficult for
the Left to regain voters' sup-
port than rally supperters
against a particular . govern-
ment. plan. “ |

1 Party

ation |

-commun

Members of Ezedin-Al Qassa
Esleem (seen on pictyre) from the Islamic fundan
on January 14, after he stabbed to deat

ical capiial out of the dispute,

-

m (Hamas military wing) with the son of *Yusuf Mohmnmad
wentalist movement Ham:u<. who was Killed
h one lsraeli man and woundued another in Erez

erossing, North of the Gaza Strip.
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. Secretary Jiang Zemin

Zemin asks partym*e"n to follow Deng

BELJING. Jan
Communist

|7 Chinese
Parly General-
has
called on’ party members to
unite under Deng Xiaoping's

thought to aveid the regime's

disintegration. reports AFP.
Jiang, who is also head ol
state and armed forces chiel,
called on communists (o pul
Lhe imierest of all above that
of the individual and urged re
gions to bow to national inter-
es{ to prevent China becoming
a sheet of loose sand. a refer
ence to Thina before the
communists took over in 1949,
"We must use 1l thought of

Deng Xiaoping (o guide the
party, armed forces, the peo

.ple and the nation, said Jiany

in a speech last November hut
nitly rublished Monday.

“Our party needs an ideo
logically correct line, he said
in the speech, which was de
livered at the end ol the third
plenum -of the party's 14th

Congress

The Congress, from Novem:-
ber'l1 14 saw the adoption of
a- 50-point ruling en the
second phase of ecbuomic
refdrms launched by Denyg in
the early 1980s,

The siwoc b contained noth-
ing fmcticdie new, and its pub-
Heation Mooy coone alber two
other recour mnyor speeches
by Jang. «onsicered the frent
runner o sucecd Deng. now

BO,

The (reguieney of his spee- 1

ches. which all siress the neee
to pursie cconomic reforms
and strengithen the pﬂlitlcal

system  while calling the
commiilists 10 order, under
line the voueern of China's
leaders aboul what will hap-
pen without Deng, political an-
alysts said

. International = '
Tension mounts in Maharashtra

‘Shiv Sena stages arson attacks |

Khmers reject
demobilisation

of forces

PHNOM PENH, Jan 17:
Cambodia's Maoist Khmer

Rouge has

forces, branding a government
peace offer as oothing more

ganisation, reports Reuter. .

The move opens the way for
both sides to uge the current

dry season to settle their dif- - |
ferences on the battlefield. -

In a statement dated

4 January 15 but released today.

‘the peace plan — the demiobili-
sation of the Khmer Rough
military ' machines and its

| eventual integration. into the
| country’s army. '

"Such  activity cannot

~achieve real national Teconcil-

iation because it is not a real
unification of national forces
but an attempt to calch and
put the DK Party (Demiocratic
Kampuchea or Khmer Rouge)

“in an [Iran cage which the

“youn" .communists have ar-

| ranged since its-aggression in

Cambodia. By doing this the DK
will. commit suicide,”
siaid Khien Samphan.

Top Filipino
L =CP leadey:
~surrenders

DUMALNEG, - Philippines,

Jan 17: The highest ranking .
ist guerilla leader in’

the northern Philippines sur-

~rendered here today. local au-

thorities said, in the latest blow
to the insurgent group which
the military says is an“irre-
versible decline, reports AFP.

Marciano Julian, better.

known as "Commander Jomar",
who headed the north Luzon

| Command of the New People's

Army (NPA), turned himself in
along with, six top aides jnclud-
ing his wife to provincial gov-
crnment .and police officials in
this remote northern town.

" Dumalneg mayor Francis,
" Espiritu told repotters who wit-

nessed the surrender that an-

.other high-ranking communisti

rrilla leader in the northern
hilippings. Lorenzo Padama,
who is belleved to lead the NPA
anits in the Cagayan Valley re-
gion, had sent surrender feel-
ers. G an
Provincial police senior su-
perintendent Renato Rosete
said Julian-is allied with the
faction of the exiled Communist
Party ‘of the Philippines (CPP)
founder Jose Maria Sison.

Sabah state CM
convicted of -
corruption

_KOTA KINABALU. Malaysia,
Jan 17: The Chiel Minister of
Malay~ia's opposilion-led Sa-
bah stite wis chnvicted loday
ol cortuption. reports Reuter.

Joseph Pairing Kitingan was
convicted of warding a gov-
ernment contract worth 1.48
million ringgit (541,700 dol-
lar) to a company owned by his
relatives. ’

High Court Judge Denis

‘Ong. in-passing judgement,

said: “I am satisfied that
Pairin's approval of the project

was an abuse of his position.”
- sentencing.

Ong -delayed
which wijll determine if Pairing
can run in the state elections
fixed for February 18 and 19.
umitl later in the day.

i Pairing is fined not less
than 2,000 ringgit (732 dollar)
or jailed for a term not less
than one year, he will have to
quit his position and would be
unable to take part in the polils.

Today's verdict and sen-
tencing of Pairin, who heads of
mainly Christian- and tribal-
hased Parti Bersatu Sabah
|PBS) opposed to the national
front coalition of Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
is being keenly watched by the
sfock ‘market._

Analysts said if Pairing bows
out. the oill and timber-rich
slate on Borneo dubbed
Malaysia's “wild east” for its
olten turbulent politics, will be
thrown into confusion.

PBS supporters have alleged

that the ecorruption
acdainst Palirin, a
Kadazan. was politically-moti-
vated (o disrupt the state gov
ernment.

charge

’.'l#ﬂuﬂ the de-
mobilisation of its guerilla .

| A model p_re
- Arlesienne fichu effect for the 1994

-

nalive

‘Cambodian PMs,
cabinet members
leave for China

PHNOM PENH. Jan 17:
Cambodia's (wo prime minis-
ters and most of their cabinet
mesubers left today for a four-
day wvisit w ihr?m repsarts
Hever. -

First Prime Minister Prince
Nerodom Ranariddh and sec-
ond Prime Minister Hun 5Sen
were accompanied by joint
%I’cnc: Ministers General

ah Banh and Tea Chamralh
r'ngum. FEur:;;t 1£=rf~ﬂf°i';ffﬁ .‘ﬂiﬁ-_

ﬂﬂ'lculimt. Public Works and

Transport ministers.
The trip follows an invila-
tion from Chinese Premier Li

Speculntion is rife that the
government will be seeking 1o
bolster its military arsenal be-
fore a possible dry-season of-

fensive against Khmer Rouge |

MOGADISHU, Semalia. .Jdan
17: Alter the Americans
French, llalians Germans and
nearly everyone eise bails out ol
Somalia in the coming mwwiths
most of the faces under the blue
UN helmets will be Pakistanis.
reporis AF

Neither the Pakistanis nor
the Somalis relish the prospect.

Somalis ofien call the Pakis-
tanis "Shigal .~ after an especia
ily weak local clan. The Ame
ricans accuse the Pakistanis ol
withholding fire for fear ol
provoking the Somalis.

The Pakisianis say Lhey are
doing their job with care and
that the Americans may be Lak-

" ing foo many risks when they

open fire. Pakistani officers also
point out that they are the ones
who are staying.

"We did our very best Lo help
the Somall people. whom we

' Departure of Western

view as bhrother Muslims. said
Col Tarig Salim Malik the
longest -serving Pakistani battal
won conmander in Somalia.

"We  have given our blood
amndl our sweat. We have done

"our share.’ sald Tariqg. whose

6th Punjab Regiment arrived
iwo years ago and is going
home this month

There is no question that the
Pakistanis have made greal
sacrifices.

They were the first o send
soldiers — 500 even before 1he
huge* UN lorce arrived 13
months ago — and they've losi
34 of their 5,000 men since the
United Nations ook charge of
the operation in May, more than
any other national contingen!

Twenty-lour Pakistanis were
killed Jure 5 in ambushes that
started months ol hghting be
tween the peacekeepers and

militiamen loval to Mohamed
Freah Addid. -
A Jot of Somalis have 1old ws

it wasn't planned massacre. but
rather a panicked reaction
sald Maj Masood Akram of the
15th Frontier Force, which is
stationed in the sheil-pocked
shu soccer stadium. "It

has not stopped us from going
out and dofng our humanitar-
ian work. We hope it won't hap-

pen again.

That one day shaped the UN
mission more than any other.
Eight days later. edgy PakisLani
troops opened fire on civilians
demonstrating in fronl of their
post . killing at least 14,

Clashes beiween UN and
mithifia forces escalated over the
next few months, until a fierce
baitle October 3 in which 18
American soldiers and many

Somalis were killed That pro
voked the US detrision 1o with
draw and amiouncements by
other counigies that they would
do Lthe same.,

Bul while 1the Wesl was

saying 1 had had enough. the
Cakistanis, hhwians and a few

oLher ollercd Lo do mere
Hofitros Boulros-Ghall, the
UN Secretary-General, has rec-
ommmended that the interna--
1 force be reduced from its
current 33,000 to about 16,000,
with most of the soldiers sia-
tioned outside volatile Moga-

« dishu.

That means the Pakistanis
would be covering more turf in
the capital’ with less UN sup-
port, and none of the US attack
helicopters and communica
tions lechnology that are so
eritical. The notion
many Pakistamis

worries”

Over the weekend., the
Pakistanis pulled out of two key

<18 In southern Mogadishu

mluding the soccer stadium,
which was the site of lierce
fighting between Aldeed’s forces
and the UN (roops. Heavily
armed militlamen, some appar-
enily as young as 12 or 13
years old, immediately occupied
the stadium and set up ma-
chine guns along the Pakistanis
sand-bagged emplacements.

“1 think this is a sinking
ship.” said Capt Khalid Jadoon,
assigned to Pakistani force
headquarters. "The Americans
are leaving, the Europeans are
{eaving, everyone's leaving
Pretty soon we'll leave, too. |
don't think there's any solution
o this country's problems.”

Instead of helicopters, the
Pakistanis expect about 1,500
more combal troops and soine
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ack lace kick-pleated dress with

Spring/Summer High

Fashion collection by Christian Lacroix on January 16 in

Paris, '

Off ;1(‘ Recort |

— AFP photo

Dogs executed for murder.!

HONG KONG: Two

dogs were executed here Monday after
they were allegedly involved in a murder case in which an

eight-year-old girl living in the territory was killed about a“

week ago, reports Xinhua.
The five-year-old male

dog. the prime culprit.nf the mur- .

der. and its accomplice, a female dog, were put down in a
human way this morning by. officials from the Fishery and

Arriculture Departrent, -

. " The dogs were killed after they received overdose injec-

tions of barbitone and died without any pain, said a

spokesman from the Fishery and Agriculture Departmeént.

. The spokesman said that the execution was conducted

with the permission of the dogs' owner, but he declined to

say whether the owner of the dogs will be sued or not. .
The tragedy took place.on January 8 when the dogs that

were said to be usually quite tame suddenly

mounted a fierce

allack on the victim who was then ‘playing nearby with.other
kids. The male dog bit the throat of the girl till she died.

L]

"Keating a busybody"

. MANILA: A Malaysian government minister today called
\ustralian Prirhe ‘Ministet Paul Keating a busybody* who had wo
right to criticise Knala Lumpur’'s decision nol to attend last
November's APEC summit in Seattle, reports Reuter.

A row erupted between the two nations after Keating
called Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad recal-
citrant for snubbing the summit of Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) forum leaders. -

' This (Keating) is a busybody. He was a third party. a quest
in Seattle. Who is he to say that? Trade and Industry Minister
Rafidah Aziz told Filipino and Malaysian businessmen in

Kite thread slashes throat

NEW DELHF The sharp thread of a flying kite slashed
throat of a motorcyclist and killed, him, news repoyts

M iila.

Monday. according to AP.
R C Sanal, an engineer
Orissa in easlern

with the Irrigation Department in
India was driving

to a meeting in

Bhubaneshwar. the state capital, when the freak accident oc-
curred, United News of India said.

A pilkon

rider. who was not identified, also was injured. .

the agency said. 1t did not say when the agcident occurred.

In India, war games with kites is a popular sport.
Emthusiasts ofien put a paste of boiled rice mixed with glass
dust on the siring to increase the sharpness and cul the

‘thread of other kiles. .

'"Di's mob peril”

1LONDON: Princess Diana sparked a security alert when she
was mobbed by well-wishers after doing to a ballet perior-

ported Monday, says Reuter.

. The tabloid Sun said Diana .'15

was mobbed by "hordes ol
adoring fans" who touched
her and insisted she stop and
shake hands as .she lell
London's royal opera housc
last Friday. The Princess was
then forced to push through
n large crowd to get to hay
wailing car. = 4

"'Di's mob peril: Strec:
crowds swarm go-it-alenc
Princess’ was the headline
on the Sun's [ront-page re

port.

The 32-year-old Princess, w

HCWSPRWT re
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her husband. heir-to-the-throne Prince Charles, nnnounced

late last year that she was temporarily withdrawing from: her
public private life away from the media spotlight. '

The Sun guoted a former senior policeman as saying: "She’

, Is seiting herself up (o be attacked by lerrorists, kidnappers

and cranks.”

ft;f'ces from Somalia worries Pakistanis

tanks to supplement their ar-
moured personnel carriers niwl
American pickup trucks armed
with machine guns

"With these Lhings we can
ensure our own security, bul we
can t bring peace to the entire
area.” said Tariq. the battalion
commender.

Il the people of south
Mogadishu do not agree Lo
having UN troops here, Lhat
means the UN troops will be
doing nothing other than de
fending themselves. In that
case, theres no point in our
staying.

Even now. with American
helicopters and other Western
forces to back them up. Pakis
tani patrols stick to sale sireels
and neighbourhoods where
ihetr relations with the Somalis
Are wWarmesl

Turkey-Israeli

accord soon
STRANBUL, Jan 17: Turkey
and Israel will sign a coopera-
tion accord against terrurism
and drug smuggling in tle fore-

seeable iuture, the local press
reported today. says Xinhua.

Isracl ambassador David
Grauit was quoted as saying
that speculauons that lsrael
had been ‘cool towarnd such an

aecord had been due to a
misunderstanding.

Before Foreign Minister
Hikmet Cetin's visit to lsrael:
last November, Ankara sounded
out the Israelis on signing an
acvord which stipulgies coop-

| eration against crimwes, lermor-

i=i11 and drug uraflicking.

Ankara made it known that
they would like (o sign the =
cord during the visil of Cetin
and submitted a ‘draft text.



