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Towards Cleaner Water
and Personal Practices

A v:ﬂ_:r}f big event participated by 350 experts
from home and abroad concluded in Dhaka on
Sunday, The Third Annual Scientific Conference
of the International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease
and Research, adesh (ICDDR.B), in a two-day
mee add a very important area of our
na life — environmental health — and formu-
lated a 44-point recommendation which can be
supremely suitable to form the base of an action
plan.

Health Minister Kamal Yousuf opened the con-
lerence by calling upon the ICDDR,B to partigu-
larly develop simple, affordable and acceptable
technologies to combat. diarrhoeal diseases. He
cited as_the sources of our environmental prob-
lems the three areas of over-population, burning
of fossil fuel and wanton felling of trees. While
some headway may indeed be claimed in the
first, the situation in the two other cases has con-
stantly been worsening with no sign of an earli,r
reversal in the dangerous trend yet in sight, If

overnment's correct comprehension of a prob-
em is not followed by actions yielding effective
solutions thereto, what may indeed the 60 sci-
entific papers presented in the conference and
the lcnigthy recommendations come up to in both
policy formulation and brasstack terms?

The conference was told of Bangladesh's re-
markable progress in "delivering water supply
and sanitation- services to its ecitizens within a
very short time," by way of a kindly pat. But the
paradox of a shameful infant mortality rate per-
sisting in spite of the two hagpy developments
was left unexplained. National health was some-
thing that corresponded with national wealth,
~ said an international . The role that culture

played in determining a nation's health was left
unrecognised. And what is national health after all
if it-corresponded with national wealth which
hardly ever stands for the well-being of all in a-
society? But Professor Feachem did well to un-
derline the fact of parts going to make a whole,
environmentally too — 'the domestic environment
helping save the universal environment.'

Revolutionary improvement in the hcaltho!pro:-
files of the industrially developed societies of the
west in the Twentieth Century was almost wholly
caused, not by fantastic advances in the curative
aspects of medicine but by great strides in two
simple and very ancient ways to health — _reach-

germ-free water and proper sanitation to all
in a society. As expected the conference's rec-
ommendations laid stress on preservation, pro-
tection and proper and economic use of surface
water, hand washing and such other practices of
personal hygiene and sanitation, specially latrines
with pits.

Personal hygiene including doing the mornings
has more to do with culture than with the doc-
tor's admonitions. And Bengalees historically
were a people particularly clean of the body. It is
g testament to their unremitting cultural decline,

aused, no doubt, in ¢ measure by a centuries-
g economic e, that are now needing
costly and persistent prodding to repair back to

| personal practices. Cultural progress and a
return of some measure ol sclf-estéeem may be

very helpful in raking in striking results in this
important area of our national life. '

Homes for Middle Class

The HBFC proposal at the Finance Ministry to
make its apartment loan programme client-ori-
ented reopens the entire question of financing
housing projects for the middle class city-
dwellers.
- - The HBFC lending scheme, as it stands now,
offers Tk 7.8 lakh on condition that the client has
Tk 5.2 lakh in equity to buy an under-construc-
tion flat measuring an inner area of 900 to
13,000 square feet. The loan is to be repayed
‘with interests over a period of 18 years at the
rate of Tk 8000 per month. Response to the pro-

amme since September last when it was

unched has been poor with only 17 applications
having been made for the loan. .

The revised proposal seeks to extend the re-
payment period upto 25 years with monthly in-
stalment coming down to Tk 5,500. This is all
very good -within the limited purview of what is
attempted to be done by way of giving a fillip to
middle class housing, apart from the. strategic
importance of boosting construction to effect a
‘breakthrough from the persistent economic stag-
nation. |

But this obviously will not be enough. The
‘banks too must come forward, given the addi-
tional stake of stimulating the economy, to offer
housing loans along similar lines. One noticeable
positive aspect to this type of lending for apart-
ments is .
middle class to buy plots these days. As an exten-
sion of the same principle, we are expmﬁnmat
the HBFC and the private and public sector ks
will have a p amme to finance house-building
on roof-tops. For all we know, in land-short
Dhaka, if not in other metropolitan cities, floors
are getting offered for sale these days.

The house building loans*do not only carry high
interests, most of them are obtainable upon at-
tachment of land, the last named being no less of
a disincentive than the first one for nursing
hopes for having houses of one's own. More im-
portant, the ownership requirements entitlin
one to finances, in regard to both floors an
apartments, are cumbersome, even grossly inad-
eéquate so that one is at one’s wit's end as to how
to go about it all — in the first place. The laws of
ownership and transference of rights being out of
date need to be amended forthwith to give a real
boost to construction. The government can sit
down with the private sector construction com-

€s to sort some of these problems out before
going in for suitably amending the laws.

The private sector inveolvement in construction
has been heavily tilted towards the well-to-do.
middle and low-income groups if the government
comes forward in rec aiming and developing
lands and then make these over to the private
sector at reasonable costs for their construction
projects. There are so many things that can be
done to boost construction for and among the
middle and low-income groups. And, the realistic
approach lies in dividing responsibilities between

private and the public sectors within an inte-
grated operational framework.

at it recognises the inability of the .

slant can only be changed to benefit the

HE coming mayoral
I elections are going to be

a political event utm-
osl signiticance. This is my
perception, as a layman. | do
not know how the political ac-
livists are looking at it, but
lrom the signs all around us,
they too must be of the same
opinion. Virtually all the politi-
cal parties who matter have
fielded their candidates. Elec-
tions are going to be fought
under party banners. I there
ever was a thought that local
bodies elections are better
conducted on a non-political
basis, that thought has been
totally rejected by everybody. It
never had a chance of gaining
acceptance. The influence of
national politics has been all-
pervasive. penetrating into ev-
ery nook and corner of our
lines.

The mayoral elections, in:
clusive of elections of the ward
commissioners of our four ci
ties — Dhaka, Chittagong, Khu-
Ina and Rajshahi — have come
to be seen as something like
mid-term elections The
timing has something to do
with it, falling as the elections
do. roughly midway between
two parllamentary elections.
This appears to be a ripe mo-
ment for an assessment of the
performance of the ruling
party. This view of the whele
thing seems to be inevitable,
and this is confirmed by the
propaganda line of the contest-
ing parties. The ruling party's
message to the voters is its
achievements since it came to
power. Others are highlighting
its failures — on all fronts
There is exaggeration on both
the sides. The so-called

flated, taxing the crechility of
the common man. The (allures.
too, suffer frotn the same de-

fect, — a rather sweeping de-

nial of the claims; an absence

of specific statements of par-
ticular fallures, sector wise,

and supported by figures and
graphs. The appeal is not so
much to the voter's intelli-
gence as 1o his emotion. There
is no serious effort to inform
ant to educate. Both money
and. energy are wasted on a
display of the party-strength.
As the election day ap-
proaches, and as the scene un-

folds itself, a few abservations

will be relevant. First, the
coming elections will test the
progress, if any, of our demo-
cratic culture. Second, these
may well determine the direc-
tion of our national politics for
the next couple of years, that
is tlll the next parliamentary
elections. Third, this may well
be the beginning of a hopefiil
chapter of local government. |

will deal with these tliree
aspects of the ensuing niayoral

cleclions, in thatl order.

The Chief Election Com-
missioner has said that we had
earned a wunique honour
through the successful holding
of the 1991 elections, and the
Nnonour must be preserved. He
is fully entitled to the claim
and only partly to the expecta-
tions. He cannot have forgotten
what happened in the Mirpur
by-election, and he must be
aware of the circumstances
leading to the suspension ol
municipal elections at® several
places. including Savar. Opti-

The Mayoral Elections: On a

Note

mism is all right, so long it is them. some coniesting parties through thana and district

balanced by a recognition of
the forces working against i
No doubts the  in-

of the Election Com-

mission, but a real doubt has

entered our minds in respect

of its effectiveness in ensuring

a perfect election. its ability to
frustrate the efforts of those
determined to force a result in
their favour. In 1991 elections,
the EC was invested with
extra-ordinary powers, ensu-
ring its authority over all
officials connected with elec-
tions. Some of our recent ex-
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perience would show that, di-
vested ol those extra-ordinary
powers, the EC cannot deliver
as perfect an election as it did
in 1991. The coming mayoral
election will be yet another
test. and an acid test at that, if

the EC can fly as freely with .

clipped wings as it did in 1991
with wings power-charged and
extended to the fullest.

There will be a test of a few
more things, equally important
in an election: the ability of the
EC to keep election expenses
within the prescribed limits
being one of them. The do's
and don'ts issued by the EC on
the eve o[ the elections are an
expression of its desire to see
that the game is played strictly
according to rudes. Already,
about a few things violative of
the rules of discipline, the

have indicated their willing-
ness Lo abide by the rules. and
this is an encouraging sign. A
general adherence to rules by
all the contesting candidates
will add to the and au-
thority of the EC. -

The city corporation elec-
tions provide an opportunity
for political parties to decide
upon their future course of ac-
tion, to rethink their policy
and to their party ma-
chinery. For the ruling party.
the occasion comes as a re-
minder that there is no scope
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to relax; for the main opposi-
tion. it comes as a challenge to
show that the voters have
enough confidence in their
ability to form a government;
for Jamaat. the Jativa Party and

the Combined Left to test thieir
individual strength. It is not
clear to what extent the aver-
age voter will cast his vote in
favour of a party, which he
usually does in a

election, and to what extent
his choice will be swayed by

individual consideration. The

voler's behaviour in this case
may be slightly different from
that in a national election, but
only the resuilts will show.

The main significance, as |
see it, of the city corporation
elections lies in e J
the importance of local bodies.

writings on the walls among starting from the union level

levels. and incorporating the
municipalities and city corpo-
rations. Hitherto. the comncept
of local self-government failed
to recetve the attention it de-
served. Whatever infrastruc-
ture of local government was
there in Bengal under the
British was allowed to décline
and die under Pakistan. Both
the District Board and the
District Education Board were
institutions which could be
further strengthened. Today,
we are still in two minds about
how much power the District
Council could be trusted with;
and we have no equivalent
body to perform the function
of the District Education
Board. Current opinion seems
to be veering in favour of local
bodies managing primary edu-
cation. With the abolishing of
the upazila system., and with
the thana and district councils
still in limbo, there is now a

The mayoral elections have
the extent of mis-

management and neglect pre-

vailing in our cities, in almost

. every sphere. Dhaka, for ex-

ample, far from becoming a

Tiottama Nagori (Ershad's pet -

phrase), is fast becoming a
nightmare city. It has per _
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agencies will
walched.

achievements are being in-
HE boy lay acrqss the
lap of the man crouched
on the. pavement outside

the elegant Algiers hotel. Beside
them sat a women, holding

another, younger child to her
chest. None of them looked
directly at the people in the
busy street throughout the
morning, the family remained
there, the two children as silent
as their parents. All the time,
the man kept one hand _
his eyes: the other he extended,
begging passers-by for a few
francs.

Beggars are a common sight
in the streets of the' Algerian
capital today. Old women sit all
day against a wall, on a stair-
way. to collect a few coins. Boys
with® uncut hair and torn
trousers loiter al the airports.
Bul none moved onlookers like
this young man begging lor his
family outside the hotel in
downtown Algiers.

Perhaps it was the image of

an entire family that made peo-
ple reach into their pockets so

frequently. Perhaps it was the
way the father hid his eyes.

Perhaps it was his suit, or his
wife by his side, the lower part
of her face covered by a tradi-
lional lace veil. .

These street beggars are not

a few unlucky individuals. They
are part of a condition that per-
vades Algeria. In a society

where the links in, a chain of

economic deterforation and cor-
ruption are all too evident, it is
a short transition from unem-
ployment to unchecked black-
markets to threats from extrem-
ists. d :

"We don't feel like going out.”
said a man who once enjoyed
(aking his family into town for a
meal, or Lo the beach for a day.
"It's not the same anymore." he
B Buddhist kingdom. had

been isolated for cen-
turies. It had ‘a peaceful exis-
lence sheltered from crime, the
pulls and pressures of modern
culture. . :

One could leave his home
unlocked. The government did
not need a’ large police force.

Jalls remained unoccupied.
But the situation is changing

HUTAN, the stamp-size

fast. The small population of

Bhutan has suddenly realised
that crime has hit their tiny so-
ciety. Bhutan's only national
newspaper, the government-
owned Kuensel, has observed in

. an editorial that crime is grow-

ing in dimmension and volume.
~In a sharply worded editorial
the newspaper: warned the
populatiofi, 'Although crime
acts today are limited mainly to
petty theft of property and be-
longings, there are already
signs that people may soon hurt
each other for material gain.
'Bhutan's pristine environ-
ment, so pure that it was taken
for granted in the past, is now

being polluted. The rivers see all

address.
'Motorised
rickshaw'

Sir, 1 was extremely happy to
have read a letter entitled

'‘Motorised rickshaw' in The

Daily Star written by H Lechner,
Directress, German Cultural
Centre, Dhaka. She has ex-

pressed her valuable epinion

and attracted our attention to
the disadvantages of motomised
rickshaw, which has resulted in

a serious problem in Medan,

North Sumatra, aecording te

her personal experience. The

‘fact that they cannot keep out

Letters for publication in
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all dre subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Searching for Self-respect on the Boulevards

ups of suspects, mostly supporters

Barbara Nimri Aziz writes from Algiers

A wawve of killings of foreigners, judges and police in Algeria has produced sweeping
of the Islamic party who feél cheated of victory . in the last
election. In this personal view for Gemini News Service, a reporter gives her street-level impression

of the mood of bleakness in Algiers.

police round-

Algeria: Vote of no cenfidence

volusiteers s Be sits embag-

rassed and nervous at a mili-
tary roadblock, waiting for the
armed soldiers to check his 1D.

Somie sources report-that up

o 12,000 men are now held in
desert detention centres, all

picked up in military sweeps for .

"terrorists”. No-one can say how
many of those arrested have
been tortured and killed.
Algerians fought hard for in-
depecndence, then for demnoc-
racy. Only in 1988, did the
monopoly party, the AFLN, re-
lease its grip on the press and
allow free expression. Today,
after only four years of real
democracy. Algerians' long-
sought dream of liberty seems
to have vanished. A state of

kinds of waste matter 1f1ri_.'awn
in. including discard oil from
workshops and garages, the

mountainsides are being littered -

with non-degradable waste like
plastics and cans, and the air
itself is getting heavier with new
inggedients like diesel fumes.'
Some of Thimphu's new
criminals are teenagers. Thev
aspire for video recorders. TV

sels, music systems and other .

electronic gadgets.

The poor or lower middle
class. especially the teenagers..
just cammot accept the fact that
the rich are enjoying the fruits
of Western culture. So why
shouldn't they listen to Michael
Jackson and the sex symbol
Madonna? They want to watch
them on the screen as a small
number of Bhutanese people
are already doing. -

Analysts in the Bhulanese
capital admit that it is hard for
the ruling class to accept the
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these columns should be

diesel motors are not only ex-
pensive but its smoke as well as
sound are also very harmiul to

our health. On the other hand,

' Dhaka is an overpopulated city.

Day by day, the envirenment is
becoming polluted. After all, the
atmesphere is almost being
covered with carbon-di-oxide.
So, | would like to draw the at-
tention of Yhe concerned
authority to take proper steps
thinking duly the disadvantages
ol motorised rickshaw.

Me! Tamiz Ueddhin
Indira -Road, Farmgate, Dhaka

ely.
*  As one Bhutan watcher says,
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emergency.srule; meant lo
thwart the Islamists. is now en-
tering its third year. And there
is neither a major government
plan to reverse the economic
decline, nor a strategy to openly
dialogue with the demands of
the Islamists. _

Since January 1992, when
the Islamic party was poised to
win democratically-run elec-
tiofis, the government sus-
pended the outcome and
banned the Islamic Front Party

- (FIS) that would have come to

power. With that, Algeria en-
tered a troubled state of terror
and counter-terror from which

no-ong can see a solution.

Algerians, like many Arabs, lack

a political and economic frame-

Western Culture — and C Finge - Invades_' Bhutan

aspirations. . |

Under a tree sit two cigareite
vendors. On the crate in front of
each man are cigarettes; a pack
of Marlboro is 230 francs —
nearly $5. Contraband is sold
openly everywhere, distribuited
through syndicates. The ven-
dors, | am assured, earn a good
living,

Closer to the hotel gate are
two regulars — men who first
idlentify themselves, in English,
Italian or French as taxi drivers
but anxiously offer to sell you

Algerian money cheap, 500

francs for a $ 100 bill, double
the bank rate.

* Across the street from the
black-marketeers and the fam-

Prakash Chandra writes from New Delhli_

'We have lost our innocence,' academics rlﬂj, as
the government advises Bhutanese to lock their

houses

modern culture from the soci-

You cannot keep the foreipn
devil away from your door for a
long time. Already the pollution
and destruction of nature is a
direct result of progress. The
number of trucks, motorcycles
and cars is going up steadily, so
is pollution." |

In its anxiety to maintain a
pollution-free society the Bhu-
lanese government has de-
liberately resisted the media
onslaught. But despite their ef-
lorts they cannot keep out other
symbols of modern culture such
as videos and films. These can-
not be banned. Every Bhu-

Sir, It is pity to see that our
parliament has become of no
use to wus. It is busy in dis-
cussing the matters related only
lo the interest of the MPs alone.
While the price of onion has
gone up high, edible oil is he-
yond the reach of poor people,

' powdered milk and baby food

has become a luxury item, the
members of the parliament are
least bothered about the situa-
tion and are busy with trifling
matters which are of no concern
to the common man. None of
the members has taken up the
rssue of present market price to
discuss. '

The market is burning and
we are being burnt. It reminds
us the-story of Emperor Nero
who was singing while Rome
was burning. The activities of
the MPs unfortunately arouge
an inevitable question whether

this fﬂuﬁtr:,r has become a place
only for those 330 people and

abroad or visits India. buys

video sets, films and cassettes.

A Bhutanese court recently
heard the evidence of an alleged
rapist who claimed that he was
inspired to commit his crime
because of a scene he saw on
an American TV film. Bhuy-
lanese officials regard such a
threat as formidable,

Bhutanese academics say,
'We have lost our innocence,
The only choice before the
Bhutanese society is to accept
this and be better prepared.
Bhutanese institutions must be
aware of such a negative growth
and play a key role in resisting
such social diseases which have
taken root.’ T
The government is now ad-

not for the 12 crore! 1 would,
therefore. like to appeal to Lhe
MPs to take up the matters of

common interest of the poor
people and try to solve them.

Shafiul Hasan

Mirpur, Dhaka
Test tube babies

Sir, We are shocked to learn
that a 59-year old British
woman has been made to give
birth to a twin after getting im-
planted into her womhb a
younger womnar s eggs with 45-
year old husband's sperms. [t is
also disquieting to nete that an.
other 62 year old farmer's wife
is already going through her
Lhird month of pregnancy in the
same manner. The old mothers
are really unable to bear the
burden of pregnancy. It is not
understood as to how the old

work on which tn.ht::ﬂ “‘:

" hecome inept and corrupt. It lefi

~ clals, bankers, and re

ily of beggars, is a pavement
- cafe, one of many along Algiers’

boulevards. The young men
who sit at the tables do not
speak to other men idling there:
few have even 5 francs to buy a
small cup df coffee. None has
work, and they have nowhere to
gr_;l_ .

" The city seemis calra in this
way but not far below Lhe sur-
face of life is fear. Ariyone enter-
ing the hotel courtyard is

stopped for a security check.
The guards mumble apologies

as they ask visitors to open
their lyggage, briefcase or
handbag. This is necessary,
they explairi, because of the
"trouble.” ;

Inside the lobby, one feels
the uncomfortable eyes of plain-
clothes security police, still
watching for "trouble”. But an
Algerian dissident says he wel-
comes the attentive security
since he was forced under-
ground when the [slamists an-

-nounced him as an enemy of

their cause.

In these few square meires
in the heart of Algiers are all Lthe
symptoms of one of the key
problems facing the nation: lack
of economic growth. Algerians
saw the socialist party which
won independence from France

vising people to lock (hoir
howses and cars and keep
vuurd dogs and even build high

walls around houses. The gov-

ernment was shocked recently .
by burglaries committed in sev-

eral of United Nations person-

Xy :

One indication of high-fi-
nance crime in Bhutan is they
entry of counterfeit currencies
especially US dollars.

It October, a specialist from
the Republic Nation Bank of
New York held a meeting to
brief Bhutanese hoteliers.
money changers, customs offi-
nta-
tives of the Royal monetary
Authority of Bhutan about the
trends in counterfeit money,

- and the clues to look for while

detecting fake notes.

Penelope A Knutzen,
banker who is stationed n
Singapore, pointed out 1.1l fake

-currencies, had infiltrincd even .

ladlies are being allowed Lo give
birth on experimental basis.
The western countries have alsa
developed the system of
euthanasia which is nothing
but to kill life in a planned
way.

The medical science has de-

veloped considerably, But it has

ot been developed to do any
harm to human body or life. |
would request the conscious
people of the world to abhor the
practice of test tube babies on
the womb of any elderly woman
and also the practice of
euthanasia on any life.

Mahbubul Hague Chowdhury
Kalahagan, Dhaka

Set the birds free

Bir, Lately campaigns have
been intensified to create
awareness among the people
about the importance of proter

the country in economic sham-
bles: the promised prosperity
from oil and industrialisation
never came. |
On top of this ideological
vacuum and economic failure
came the Gulf war. The utter
defeat of lraq and the alliance of
Arab leaders with the US and
European states left people an-
gry and disillusioned with the
West.
"From the ranks of
the poor. the disappointed and
those who have given up. hope
of improvement, the Islamic
Party draws its support. Some
say thé recruits are u
men who will kill for a few dol-
lars but have no Islamic con-
viction. Others say the Islamists

are compassionate and able to

convince the poor that they can

really help them. The FIS
prdmised solutions, however

vague, and it spoke to peoples’
search for esteem.

But m—mh‘ﬂven them a
chance to prove themselves.

Their democratic drive ended in
their ba and the imposi-

. tion of martial law. Their re-

sponse is guerrilla war against
government and police. The

briital repressive tactics against _

their extremism and the jailing
of their leadership may well cut

- off possibilities for a dialogue.

More aid is promised to ad-
dress the nation's economic
woes but the father begging for
his family has to lit his hand
froin his face as well. Relevant
ideology and a feeling of self-re-
specl are important.

BARBARA NIMRI AZIZ is an
American freelance journalist
and* radio producer with "the
Pacifica Network. She was' re-
cently in Algeria.

the
strongest economies of the

most advanced and

world and cautioned that
Bhiutan which had no counter-

feit specialists, must be careful.

While people normally tried
to detect counterfeits by rub-
bing the bhills to see if the colour
came ofl, Ms Knutzen said that
fiuke bills needed much more
scrutiny to be detected.

Counterfeit money which
‘usually comes in large denomi-
nations like US$50 and US$100
bills has entered Bhutan as
dollars printed in 1977, 1981
and 1985.

Counterfeit money is one of
the latest criminal develop-
ments in Bhutan, and the Bank
of Bhutan already detected [ake
500 rupee bills. - '

' A large number of poor fake

US dollars have also been de-
lected by bank a few years
ago. But the Royal Monetary
Authority of Bhutan has not
laced any major preblem with
new counterfeits so far.

— Depthnews Asia

Livn and censervation ol the mi-
gratory guest birds, It is unfor-
lunate that some le are
catching and selling these birds
while some are hunting them.

Although there are legal restric-
Lions. the law seems ineflective.
People are cheerfully dining on
thesc guest birds!

May | request the bird and
environmental prolection
groups and affluent members of
the society lo purchase Lhese
birds from the sellers and set
them free publicly. | leel that
his will create public awareness
and will perpetuate the sense of
responsibility in lavour of pro-
tecting guest birds as well as
other domestic birds.

M Zahichid Hogue
Press and Publicity Secretary

Isangladesh Society Jor
Conserpation of Environmend
(B5CE)



