DHAKA - MONDAY, JANUARY

SYDNEY, Jan 16
Pelte
has warned his
Australian Open
rivals that he
fears no-one as

-

PAY

he heads towards Melbourne

Grand Slam
of the year,

for the first
tournament
reports Reuter.
After beating Ivan Lendl in
the final of the New South
Wales Open on Saturday. the
22 year-old world number one
also revealed his desire to be
regarded as one of the best
rs of all time.
play;ﬂ I'm not frightened of
anyone. | feel that if | play my
tennis, 1 can win," said
Sampras simply. ‘I think I'm
the favourite and I'm going to
Melbourne with confidence.”
Asked to respond to sugges-
tions from his coach Tim
Gullikson that he could be-

mmn{ﬂmpﬂwﬂplﬂy-_

ers the game has ever seen. he
replied: "I've thought about it,

" particularly winning on clay at
Roland Garros. Winning on e
ery surface, that would prove
to me I'm one of the greatest
of all time.”

“I'm only 22. As 1 mature |
think I'll get better and better.
Hopefully this will be another
good year for me, like 1993
was."

Lendl. who has taken an
interest in Sampras's progress
from an early age, hailed
Sampras as "One hell of an ath-
lete” and poured scorn on
those who think his now fel-
low-American is short on per-

"From what if read in the
papers, a personality in tennis
is ‘someome who swears,
shouts, }rells and thrnwa
tantrums,” he said.

"It's sickening that some-

. one who's down to earth, po--
lite, behaves well, is'reasonably
cleaver and wears nicé clothes
has to apologise for the way he
is.”

Before linking up with
Gullikson, Sampras once ac-
cepted Lend's invitation to
come and stay at ‘his
Connecticut mansion for a few

days.
The master 1ufnrmad the
pupil he possessed all’ the

shots but needed to be more
disciplined in his use of them.
He had few problems getting
the message cross. "When 1
looked round the house and

saw everything Lendl has got,”

recalled . "l thought to
myself. 'If | knuckle down, I

can have the same.” Lendl
has also spent time In recent
days giving an insight into the
essurised world inhabited by
“Hnll! who reach the coveted
numhr.'r one spot. Having spent

Sampras.

17, 1994

a record 270 weeks at the top
himself, his advice is to ignore
other people's expectations.
"What the public expects is
that you win every match, but
that's not possible.” said Lendl

"l don't think anyone is re-

memibered by how long they ve
been number one... it's by how

many Grand Slam totals you .

win .

Listening to Sampras. the
echoes of Lendl's philosophy
are almost deafening.

“I'm not trying to put (oo
much pressure on mysel to-

Sampras serves a warning|

tion from happier matches.
"Wimbledon was as big a
victory as I've ever had." he
said recalling his win over Jjm
J
Courier last July. .

"I needed :

* going to crack umnder pressure.

it was huge. especially men-

tally, probably the biggest vic-

of my career.
it also left the Australian
Open, along with the French,
as one of the few Sampras has
still td crack.
-Free of the shin splints
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World number one Pete Sampras of the United States holds

aloft the Waterford crystal trophy after beating com-
patriot Ivan Lend! in the final of the New South Wales Open
in Sydney on Jan 15. Sampras defeated Lendl 7-6 (7-5),

6-4.
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stay at number one. It's just a
ranking... winning the major ti-
tles is more important.

"The expectation has been
there for some time. I feel I've
been a target for some time

~ now, but I'm getting used to it.

It's part of my job.™

The scorn ‘which greeted
the American's loss to 204th-
ranked Karim Alami of
Morocco in the first roungd of
the Qatar Open this month was
typical. Sampras, not surpris-
ingly, prefers to draw inspira-

which previously bothered him

and with main rival Jim
Courier struggling with his
motivation, he knows this year
represents the perfect oppor-
tunity. :

"Next week will be a big
challenge... there are four or
five guys who can win it.” he

- insisted.

Asked, nevertheless, if he
fancied repeating Courier's
now-familiar plunge into the
River Yarra, he replied with a
smile: "l can swim."

Ae Open needs a star

MELBOURNE,
Jan 16: The Aus-
tralian Open nee-
ds a personality.

With most of

_ th~ captivating
charactérs of t: nnis skipping

the first Grand Slam event of

the year, the tournament seeks
an interesting individual or
two as it opens Monday, re-
ports AP.

 The lst of no-shows is a vir-
tual Who's Who of the sport's
most popular players — Andre
Agassi, Boris Becker, Michael
Chang. Monica Seles, Jennifer
Capriati, Martina Navratilova.

Agassi is recovering frem
surgery on his right wrist.
Becker is in Europe awaiting
the birth of his first child.
Chang couldn't fit the US dirs
5.37 million Austfalian Open
into his schedule.

‘Other top men are out be-
cause of injury: Spain's Sergl

has a bad shoulder,
Richard Krajicek of the
Nethetlands and Andrei
Medvedev of Ukraine have
knee problems, and David
Wheaton of the United States
has a hip injury.

Seles had hoped to make
her comeback at the Australian
Open, which she has won
three straight times. but still
has not recovered from being
stabbed in the back by a spec-
tator during a match last April
in Hamburg. Germany.

Navratilova, who won three
Australian Open titles in the
early 1980s. has not played In
Melbourne since 1989
Capriati, fighting burnout. is
taking some time off from ten-
nis.

Few of the top players in
Melbourne can match the pas-

Top seeds
breeze

KUALA LUMPUR. Jan 16
The top seeds won the second
round in the Seventh Asian
Squash Championships

Saturday night, reports AP.

Top seeded Zarak Jehan
Khan of Pakistan defeated
‘Vineet Asthana of India 9-0. 9-
0, 9-3.

Second seed and defending
champion Faheem Khan of
Hong Kong defeated Edgar

Balleber of the Philippines 9-0,
9-1. 92

Third seeded Zubair Jehan
Khan of Pakistan defeated
Janaka Suwari of Sri Lanka 9-
0 9-3 9-1.

sion or, court artistry of those
who will be absent. FPlayers
such as top seeds Pete
Sampras and Steffi Grul are
technically excellent, but have
little- of the flair of their miss-
ing peers.

Sampras, who defeated Ivan
Lend in the [inal of the New

" Sguth Wales Open Saturday,

hard-setving Goran Ivanisevic

comes Into
Open with confidence.

Jim Courier, trying to be-
come the first non-Australian
man to win three straight ti-
tles in Melbourne, will seek to
rebound from a listless end of
1993 in wihrich he seemed to
lose interest in tennis.

The other top men's chal-
lengers include two-time
champion Stefan Edberg,

the Australian

and Michael Stich. who has a

dangerous first-round oppo-
nent in Malivai Washingtlon.
Ivanisevic could be hampered
by a sore elbow on his serving

Graf has won every Grand
Slam title since Seles was at-
tacked, and again is the over:
whelming favorite in
Melbourne. She is the only
woman entered in the event
that has ever wen it before.

Her - top challengers will in-
clude Arantxa Sanchez Vicario
and Gabriela Sabatini. Mary Joe
Fernandez has reached the fi-
nal twice in Melbourne, but
she played poorly in a 6-4. 6-2
loss to Kimiko Date in Sunday's
final of the New South Wales
Open and has never beaten
Graf In || career meetings.

Hu_,hael Chang of the United States holds the trophy after
beating Czech David Rike in the final of the Indonesian Cpen

in Jakarta on Jan 15 Chang won 6-3, 6-3

—AFP photo
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" Gustafsson
wins New

Zealand Open

. AUCKLAND, Jan 16: Top
seeded Magnus Gustafsson of
Sweden swept past American
Patrick McEnroe 6-4, 6-0
Sunday to win the dirs
313,750 New Zealand Open
tennis title, reports AP.

Gustafsson, ranked 14th in
the world, showed he is in top
form going into the Australian
Open, which_begins Monday in
Melbourne. -

Gustafsson won the sixth ti-
tle of his career, while
McEnroe has yet 1o win a title.

McEnroe's serve was bro-
ken in-tire first game of the
match — and that set the pat-
lern.

Guata.fnaun playing in his
15th final, eontrolled proceed-
ings from the backcourt with
his lethal forehand and solid
serving. Anything too short
from McEnroe was rocketed
straight back with pace and

* McEnroe, ranked 73rd
coming into the tournament,
tried to mix his game up and
wasd keen to attack the net, but
the accuracy of ‘Gustafsson’s
passing shots didn't allow him
many opportunities.

When he did get to the net,
he missed a number of easy

"I am so happy." said
Gustafsson, who had not previ-
nualy won a hard court event.

"It is a big surprlsz for me, a
very big surprise.

"But also it's a big advantage
to be seeded. You don't have to
play the best guys in the ﬂrst
rounds.”

Gustafsson, 27. said being

the top seed had placed a little
more pressure on him to win

and he had been very nervous:
before the start.

"Most other times 1 have
been the underdog in the fi-
nals. This time being the fa-
vorite I got a little bit more
nervous,” he said.

McEnroe said his poor start
put him in trouble.

"Once he won the first set
he started playing a lot better."
he said.

Indonesian
shuttlers in

fine form

TAIPEI, Jan 16: Indonesia
dominated the finals of the
Taipel Masters Invitation bad-
minton championships on
Sunday, winning four of the
five events, reports Reuter.

Defending champion
Heryanto Arbi, attacking from
the start with powerful cross-
court smashes, cruised to a
15-3, 15-2 victory against
Denmark's Thomas Stuer-
Lauridsen in the men's singles.

The lanky Stuer-Lauridsen,
who also lost to Arbi in last
year's final, looked slow and
made many unforced errors.

"| was in pretty good shape
today and was able to concen-
trate,” Arbi, who took home a
first prize of 7,150 dollar, told
a news conference,

Top seed Susi Susanti had
an egually comfortable victory
against Kim Ji-Hyun of South
Korea in the women's singles,
winning 11-2, 11-5.

Kim rallied from 1-4 down
to 4-4 in the second game, but
Susanti retained her compo-
sure and finished off the match

by alternating smashes with
drop shots.

"l never felt intimidated... |
just became more and more
used to the court,” Susanti
said.

Top seeds Bambang Su-
prianto and Rudy Gunawan
beat Christian Jacobsen and
Jens Eriksen of Denmark 15-
I. 15-8 in the men's doubles.

The Indonesians' aggressive
smashing overwhelmed the
panes, who played a defensive
game which relied mainly on
drop shots.

Jn the women's doubles,
Finarsih and Lily Tampl over-
came a stiff challenge in the
first game to beat Denmark’s
Lotte Olsen and Lisbet Siuer-
Lauridsen 15-9, 15-4.

2 Algernan
coaches
banned

ALGIERS, Jan 16: Algeria
have banned two coaches frorh
the national soccer team for life
for their part in Algeria's dis-
qualification from the African
Nations Cup. the Sports
Ministry said on Saturday. re-
ports Reuter

The ministry said Meziane
[ghil and Abderahman Meh-
daoui has also been barred
from any coaching in Algeria for
a year and the team's adminis-
trative manager Mustapha
Mechouar had been banned for
life from Algerian national
sports.

The ministry has also
hanned Reda Ahdouche. former
secretary general of the National
Soccer Federation from
Algerian sports for a year

Algeria were expelled from
the competition for fielding a
suspended defender, Mourad
Karoufl in a qualifier in Dakar
tn January 1993 when they
beat Senegal 2- |

They would have qualified
for the |2 team finals in Tunisia
next March after taking second
place in their group

Sport

Date’ s first major title

| American

_the 23-

SYDNEY, Jan 16;
Kimiko bate_wm
her first major
singles title out-
side Japan today
when she upset
Mary Joe Fernandez
6-4, 6-2 in the women's final
at the New South Wales Open,

{ reports Reuter. o

Date's two career

came in the 1992 and .

1993 Japan Opens. Her unex-
success on a hot day at

White City was the highlight of
year-old's career.
It was never a classic final

:E.III.'I Fernandez. an impressive

semifinal winner over Gabriela
Sabatini, was a big disappoint-
ment after taking an early 3-0

ka‘il’hm %elpxﬁtc? Date's re-

ward was a cheque for US
60,000 dollars, US 18,000
dollare more than Pete Sam-
pras received for winning
Saturday's men's final. The
women's event has a. higher
rating on the WTA tour ®han its

male counterpart has in the

ATP calénder.
Date's win confirmed the

rising profile of Japanese play-
ers in Australia following her
comipatriot Mana Endo's suc-
cess 'in the Tasmanian Open

earlier in the weekend
The champion's limited

knowledge of Australian tennis
history, however, was exposed
after the prize-giving cere-
mony. Asked if she enjoyed
meeting ex-champion Evonne
Cawley, formerly Goolagong,
who presented her with the
tmph:,r,"Datc confessed she had

never heard of her.
Speaking via an inttrprtltr.

she also revealed she would be
putting the biggest cheque of
her career straight into a de-
posit account and was hoping
for more success 'in
Melbourne.

In the opening games, how-

_ever, such a scenario looked

unlikely as Date's almost em-
barrassing early atlempts to
volley at the net helped give
Fernandez an instarit advan-
tage.

The American world num-
ber seven was two breaks up
within minutes, allowing Date
just six points, and even
slipped in a coupte of aces on

her way to a 4-2 lead.

At that point, however, her
game fell apart for no obvious
reason, allowing Date to reel
off four games in a row and
take the set in 47 minutes.

Fernandez instantly broke
her opponent's serve .at the
start of the second set but
again it proved a false dawn.
Date, still mixing the occa-
sional dramatic mishit onto
her steady baseline game, won
six of the last seven games and
hustled to vil:‘tur}r in 84 min-
utes. i

Kimiko Date of Japan playa i hackhand return to Mary—Jne
Fernandez of the United States in the women's singles final of
the New South Wales Open in Sydn&j yesterday. Date

defeated Fernandez 6-4, 6-2.
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Usha not in

. a hurry
PUNE, Jan 16: Track queen
P T Usha, whose promised re-
turn to the track last November

[

Date, accdt fifth and
ranked 13th in thl: world, also
seems to respond positively to

playing higher-rated players. g not materialise, pl?jm to en-
She conceded only nine games nmm“mmmﬁm une-July
ool Wine: e “1 was k to come back in

over ‘Fernandez and world
number four Conchita Mar-
tinez.

Fermandez and Australian
men's player Sandon Stoelle
later presented a cheque for
over US 25,000 dollars to
Sydney's bushfire appeal on
behalf of the tournament and

players.

November (last)] but I was not
fully satisfied that I could touch-
my previous best perfor-
mances. So | gave up plans to
return in a hurry,” Usha who iIs
here as part of the four former
internationals who would bear
the torches into the stadium at
the opening of the third
National Games said yesterday.

Usha told PTI that she had
gone back to pre-season work-
outs once she decided not to
return immediately. “Though I
could have easily won my event,
especially 400 meires at the
national level, it would not have
been adequate for intérnational
meets.”

A trimmer looking Usha said
she had now reduced her
weight to a mere 59 kg from 74
kg she weighed when she set
put on training in Jan '93 after
giving birth to her son.

The ace athlete had been on .
continuous training at the
sports authority of India (sou-
th) centre in Bangp,lore mainly
concentrating on strengthening
exercises, weights and endu-
rance training.

“I did not get much time for
| speed-work with the trials for
¢ b+ the Manila ATF meet approach-

§ | ing and | was barely able to -
come under 53 sec for 400 me-
‘tre in practice. So | dropped the
plan and went back to strength
workbuts,” Usha said.

However, Usha, who also
plans to add 800 metres to her
disciplines along with the one-
lap event by omitting the
sprints, said she was now fully
fit and was about to start speed
. training.

.. She said "during training |

clocked pne min 37 secs for the
I 600 metrés”. an intermediate
event to gain endurance at high

speed.
@& || Dispute ovér
|  body to ﬁx
disputes .

LAUSANNE, Switzerland.,
Jan 16 : Soccer, basketball, vol-

— AFP photo

Smirnov keeps on winning

OSLO, Jan 16: Viadimir
Smirnov beat Norway's two-
time defending World Cup

| overall champion Bjorn Dahlie

by 22.2 seconds to win a men's
15-kilometer cross-country
freestyle race Saturday at the
Holmenkollen Nordic Ski
Festival, reports AP.

It was the fifth victory im six
races this season for Smirnov.
a Swedish-based former Soviet
competing for Kazakhstan. The
victory Saturday, the last event
before the Winter Olympics.
increased his overall Nordic
World Cup lead over Dahlic to.
550-396.

"Everyone is uking me if |
can keep my form until the
Olympies,” Smirnov said.
"They've asked that question .
since | won my first race in
December. 1 have the same an-
swer now, I'm going to
Lillehammer to win medals. [f
it's gold, silver or bronze
doesn’t matter.”

Lyubov Egorova of Russia
cruised to a 39 8-second vic-
tory over Italian Manuela di
Centa in the women's 15k
free. Egorova's second straight
win gave her 360 points and a
tie for the overall lead with fel-
low Russian Elena Valbe, who

finished one minute, 18.7 sec-
onds behind in sixth place.

Mario Stecher of Austria
topped the Nordic combined's
skl jumping portion with
257.5 points after jumps of
116 and 126.5 meters.

Stecher will start four min-
utes and 38 seconds ahead of
Japanese Takanori Kono in the
final 15k cross-country
freestyle ski race Sunday. Kono
jumped 106 and 108.5 meters
for 215.7 points.

Norway's Fred Borre
Lundberg was third with 209.3

ints (101.5 and 106.5 me-

ers) And will start 5:21 behind
Stecher. .

World champion Kenji
ng%ra of Japan, who has won
all four meets this season, was
only 11th and will start 8:04
behind.

Smirnov, 30, who won his
only Olympic gold medal when
he competed for the Sovjet
relay team in the 1988 Calgary
Games, covered the race in 36
minutes, 44.7 seconds. It was
Smirnov's first victory in eight
starts at Holmenkollen.

Finns Mika Myllyla and Jari
Isometsa were third and
fourth. 29.5 and 38.2 seconds
behind. Italians Silvio Fauner,

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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34 Poe's bird (S [H) | surveil-

35 Mess up A E lance on

36 Ashen C NI Y| 48 Beelcake

37 Portent (A 49 Work units
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leyball and badminton were
the odd men out when sports
administrators agreed here
Thursday to new procedures -
for settling disputes, reports

Ei'ht four s

Silvano Barco and Gianfranco

Polvara rounded out the top expressed

SEVETL. , reservations t which cases
Isometsa is third overall | exactly the new body could

with 325 points followed by | handle. .

Fauner, 237, Hﬂﬂ_ vﬂgﬂi'd The uw

Ulvang of Norway, 220. Ulvang, | sport world-wide,’

who matched DPahlie's haul of | been looking formnfher

three Olympic gold medals in
the 1992 Winter Games,
wound up 12th, 1:14.1 behind.
Egorova, winner of three
Olympic gold and two silver
medals two years ago, won the
women's race in 41:16.2.

"l didn't think I would have }
any chance to win the race be-
cause | didn't feel well in the
morning,” said Egorova, the
defending World Cup overall
champion.

The Russian team had a
great day with seven racers in
the top 12. Natalia Martynova
had a career-best third, 48.3

.seconds behind and fourth
went to another Russian,

ing conflicts out of civil courts,
set up the International Coun-
cil of Arbitration for Sport.

~ Athletics, for example, i
still plagued by the Butch
Reynolds case. The American
400m world record holder was
a 27 million dollar suit for un-
lawful restraint two years ago
after convincing a US court the
International Amature Athletic
Federation had bungled a .
drugs test.

The International Olympic
Committee, Summer Olympic
sports federations, Winter
Olympic sports, Federations,
international federations, as-
sociatjon of Natiormal Olympic

Svetlana Nakeikina, who was
1:09.4 behind.

_ Stefania Belmondo of Italy,
who won two events in last
year's Wprld Nordic Ski Cham-
pionships at Falun. Sweden,
placed fifth, 1:16.8 off Egor-

Committees and athletes’ rep-
resentatives upprwed the new
set-up.

Keba M'Baye, a Szneg-.l
judge and 10C member, said
they aimed to give the new ar-_
bitration body the final word in

disputes by making it more in-

ova's pace. u:l_:pcndent.

CRYPTOQUIP
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FUSSY PALEONTOLOGIST
IS WONDERING WHICH KIND OF PAINT WOULD
BEST STICK TO HIS RIBS.

Today'’s Cryptoquip clue: H equals B

The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.
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