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Bamboo output declines

The best
institutions
FARIDPUR, Jan llr The.

district ndminiﬂrl.m

a reception Monday for Il‘
ucational institutions of

district for becoming best mnu- _

tutions at the national level |ast
year, reports BSS.

Faridpur Polytechnic Instit-
ution became best institution
among all the polytechnic
institutions of the country for
academic and other perfor-
mances in 1993 while Faridpur
Zilla School was adjudged the
best school in Dhaka Division
in the same year.

Processor Md. Shamsur
Rahman, Principal of Raj
University College attended he
function as chief guest. It was
presided over by K M Nurul
Huda. Deputy Commissioner of
Faridpur. Among others,-
Additional District Magistrate
Manzurul Haque ADC (Gen) Ali
~ Akbar Chowdhury, Musa
Mridha, Principal of Polytechnic
Institute Alimuddin, Head
Master of Faridpur Zilla School
spoke on the occasion.

SYLHET : Deputy Leader of the Opposition Abdus Samad Azad addressing a big publlc meeting held at Goalabazar of

Balagonj thana of the district recently.

— Star phntn
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Rajbhahl City
experiences
rainfall

Jan

rain disrupted normal dt}r life
and hadlted city corporation's

election campaign for 'several

hours', reports BSS.

Meanwhile, BNP nominee for
the post of mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu asked supporters

Hlnu Sltl:ln‘.hjf visited Knjla.
Eudhplra science laboratory
areas and attended a cultural
function o by Nebokal-

'yan Club at Shah Mukhdum
residential area. He appealed to
| the voters of the city to give

verdict Iin his favour in the
coming
January 30.

Kabir Hossain, MP Azizur

Rahman, MP and other BNFP

leaders addressed two separate
public meetings at Padma and

Shah Mukhdum residential .

area.

election to he held on

|

gxth.

GOUPALGANJ, Jan 16 price hike.
Production of bamboo has On the other hand, regular
shown a steady decline over the  buyers await for price fall, this
years in the district. trend has been noticed for a

It has been noticed that
bamboos are available in' small
quaritity in the local markets.

This gradual fall in output of
bamboos has been continued in
the absence of er mainte-
nance by the concerned author-
ities. Elultm'lu{bmﬂ:oumd

ters end up drying resulting in
undreds, perhaps
thousands of clusters die vir-
tually unnoticed and to save the _
chisters nursing can nnt be
avoided.

Initiative to plant the clus-
ters in large-scale is also lack-

.-illrlg I :

In the meantime, prices of
bamboo in the local markets
have sharply gained affecting
the buyers as well as the
traders. Tradesmen say sale of
bamboos has declined due to

' prleetngium-tnhﬂy

long time.

The most nﬂ'nctnd people of
price hike of bamboos are the
group whe depend on bamboo
based cottage industry,
mﬁnm bamboos have

shown higher prices
resulting in fewer customers.

Fm#hu grow bamboo
are selling chisters to brickfield
owners who pay a‘handsome
amount. This trend has greatly

- contributed to fall in bamboo

- output in the distriet. = -

A 'single bamboo now costs
hﬁm Taka 75 and 90. This
beyond the
capacity of poor villagers who
largely build their houses out of
bamboos. ,

Local people suggest for
training the farmers on how to
nurse and maintain the bamboo
clusters which can contribute
grently to raise bamboo output.

_mtsaestroy Tk 14 crore ‘crops every yr

I
‘,F-.

SATKHIRA, Jan 16: Rats de-
stroy crops worth about Taka
14 crore year in.seven
thanas of the district. 3

If rats are not killed this _
loss may increase in‘”m.-
Besides, the rats also. pose
health hazards to us. The.
spread out jalatanka, pla

typhoid and various other dis-

According to the “depart-
ment about one M 5

some steps for killing rats-and
also announced attractive
prises and certificates.

.-Fhe .authority distributed
certificates among the farmers
who participated in the train-
ing,

The authority will also take
up llmlllr programme for

. facing

training which will ll‘.l..‘l't very

SO0,
During rainy season rats

may be killed in large numbers
because take shelter into
high land roads, barrages

and people’s residence. The

Compulsory Primary Education
Programme (CPEP) in seven
thanas of the district has been
problems due to dilapi-.
dated condition of school build-
ings, want of furniture and
shortage of teachers.

- The primary schools, dam-
‘aged by floods, storms, cyclones
and other natural calamities
during the last few years have
not yet been repaired.

The children of some schools
attend classes on mats and
brick. On the gther hand. 176
posts of primnary school teacher
have been lying vacant for a
long time in seven thanas of the
district.

Besides, 75 posts of head-
master are also lying vacant for
a long time. The quota of teach-
ers in government primary
schools- in . the district is not
maintained properly.

Some schools with the large
number of students have been
facing shortage of teachers
while many schools with requi-
site number of of students have
excess leachers.

“About 25000 children of the
district have been deprived of
primary education due (o
shortage of schools, necessary
educational appliances wand

poverty of guardians.

From Our Correspondent

A ‘survey reveals that atten-
dance of teachers is satisfactory
in schools which have better
communication facilities with
the thana headquarters. But
the situation is the reverse in
the schools situated in remote
areas where inspectors hardly
pay visit. Teachers in these
schools remain absenl for
months together showing false
attendance.

The post of the district pri-
mary education officers has
been lying vacant for a long
time. Some assistant thana ed-
ucation officers prepare false
tour bills in collaboration with
the headmasters of the con-
cerned schools.

The teachers do not bother

. about the syllabus. Instead they
remain busy with their house- .

hold work or private coaching.
Absence of subject-wise re-

* cruitment of teachers is another

factor' for the deterioration of
standard of education.
Accommodation prnblem
prevails in almost all the
schools, but it is acute in non-
government primary schools.
Established at the local initia-
tive, these schools did not get
any financial support from the
government.
"~ Students sit on kutcha floor
in the absence of benches
Scarcity .of drinking water in
these educational institutions
has been prevailing as most of
the tubewells sunk in the
schools are either out of order
or their pumps have been stolen
away.

Women urged to take part in

development activities

CHITTAGONG, Jan 186
Minister for Fisheries and
Livestock Abdullah al-Noman,
Saturday . said, the women of
our society should have te be
increasi involved in various
economic activities Lo improve
the lot of the needy and com-
MOMNMan, BSS.

He said, lecality based or-
ganisational efforts could play
very important role in this field.

Noman was addressing as
chief guest at the inaugural
function of mother and c¢hild
care home a of the
working and destitute women
welfare society at the
Hamjarbag Colony under
Panchlaish thana here.

The minister said, the social
status of the women folk In our
sociely was not yet up to the
expectation. He said, leadership
must grow from ameng them to
improve the situation and help
them stand on their own feet. In
this connection. he referred to
the personal attention of Prime’
Minister Khaleda Zia to invoive
the women in economic activi-
ties for their uplift and said, a
personal fund offPrime m

was formed to finance the in-
come generating and produc-
tion-oriented projects taken up
by- the women organisation.

Referring to the need of
overall development of the
womenfolk for building a
heaithy nation, Noman said, the
role of the women in physical
and mental growth of the chil-
dren at family level was very
important.

He said, leadership must
grow from among the women (o
develop health services and
medical facilities for themselves
along with their struggle Lo in
crease sbcial stalus. He
thanked the leaders of Lhe
working and destitute women
welfare society for setting up of
mother and child care home
and assured of all possible help
for it's expansion day by day

He went round different sec-
tions of women's faining centre
run by the organisation

Presided over by the presi-
dent of the organisation Sakina
Chowdhury. the function was
addressed by among others.
Begum Rosy Kabir and social
workers Shahanara Begum

Azizul Huq Shah and M A Awal.
Another report says
Leaders of Chattagram Gana
Oikya Parishad Saturday urged
the city dwellers to extend their

support in favour of mayoral
contestanit Mir Mohammad

Nasiruddin for implementation
of the various ongoing develop
ment projects,

Addressing a press confer
ence at the Press Club here
Barrister Salimul Haq Khan
Milky and Dr Ahmed Fazley
Hasan Chowdhury, Convenor
and member-secretary respec
tively of the parishad said, Mir
Nasiruddin during his tenure as
mayor of the city corporation
had worked relentlessly to build
up the infrastructure of the port
city as well as establishment of
the rights of the city dwellers

The parishad leaders said
the people of the port city are
intelligent and educated enough
1o elect an honest and dedi
cated person

Among others. Prof Yusul
Sharif Ahmed Khan., Prof
Mohammad Mabubullah, Prof
Makdum-e-Mulak. Dr Shadatl

.were present on the occasiyn

In the absence of latrines

~the students and the teachers

are to go to nearby bushes or by
the side of the canals to re-

spond to the eall of nature.

Oilmen'need working
capital

Another report says: Aboutr
15000 oilmen in Satkhira dis-
trict have been facing difficul-
ties in running ‘ghani’ business
for want.of working capital and
patronisation.

Many oilmen have closed
down their '‘ghanis’ and have
been facing unemployment.

It is gathered that about
3000 mini oil mills {ghani) were
running in the district which
provided employment facilities
te about 20000 members of the
oilman families.

The rapid extipction of mini
oil mills was attributed to in-
stallation of a large number of

mechanised oil mills in different
parts of the district including
Satkhira sadar, Tala, Kalaroa,
Debhata, Assasuhi,
and Shyamnagar thanas.

. Huge quantities of imported
edible oil, including soyabean
and palm have flooded the local
markets resulting in fall in de-
mand of ghafti produced oil.

Al present, about Taka
10,000 is' required to run a
‘ghani’. But the poor oilmen can
hardly invest this sum of money
as there is no provision of loan
disbursement for this sector of
production.

Some of the oilmen, however,
collect running capital from the
local money lenders at an exor-
bitant rate of interest causing
hlgher cost of production.

Meanwhile, a considerable
number of oilmen have given up _
this age-old profession.

874 crimes committed --
during last year

Jan 16: At least

NATORE,
B74 crimes were committed in
six thanas of the district during
last vear which is 20.per cent
higher than the previgus vear,
official sources said., reports
UNB.

Of the crimes, 36 murders,
225 suijcide incidents, five da-
coities, 12 highway robberies,
1 50 theft, 91 classes, 24 kidnap
incident, 30 smuggling, 15
rapes. four arms cases, 18 cat-
tle lifting and other 487 crimes
were committed.

Sources sald, 358 crimes
were occurred at Sadar 231 In
Lalpur. 128 in Singra, 119 in
Barigram, 74 in Bagatipara and
64 in Gurudaspur thanas.

Highest number of crimes
were commitied in the month of
March.

Sources added that 4,333
crimes were committed during
last seven years (1987-93) in
the district. )

Another report says:
Publication of the local dailies
and weeklies are severelv being

hampered as theé newsprint cri-
sis in the district reached the
peak. .

kocal people said, on
January 10 one of the dailies,
"Prokash”, was published in
white paper due to news print
crisis.

They said, newsprint price in
the market now stood at Taka
420 per ream as against its ear-
lier rate of Taka 300.

Owners of the local papers
urged the concerned authorities
to look into the matter.

Rajendra college
teacher stabbed

FARIDPUR, Jan 16! A tea-
cher of the Rajendra Uni-
versity College was seriously

‘'wounded when two degree

examinees attacked him with
lethal weapons today, college

sources said, reports UNB.
A case was filed with the

Kotwali thana in this connec-
tion. but nobody was arrested
till this evening.

Prof R I Chowdhury, VC, .
ing prize to one of the winners of the indoor competition of

the varsity club held recently.

Chittagong University distribut-

— CU photo

Kaligonj °
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Professional fishermen of K1sh0reganj 1N Crisis

KISHOREGANJ . ‘Jan 16 :
Thousands of fishermen in the
v-thnnrmifthtdiuﬂct

have w
old to want
fund, scarcity of I}:Iun'

rials like nets, boats, price
nftnpuulnde:pl-nluu-m l’
fishermen by the non-profes-
sionals.

About 60 000 fshermen ol

Itna. Mitamain, Nikli, Bajitpur,

Austagram, Karimganj., Tarail.
Bhairab, Kuliarchar, Hossain-

pur. Pakundia, Katiadi and
sadar thanas of the district earn
their livelihood by fishing in the
rivers, beels, canals and ponds.
Pisciculture in the areas has
been affected due to drying up
of the water bodies.

The fishermen are unable to

buy boat, nets and other mate-
rials due to fund shortage They

borrow money from the local
mahajans at a very high rate of

interest. Some fishermen al-
leged that they did not get bank
loan for purchasing appliances

Meanwhile. the nen-profes-
sional fishermen have made
monopoly over the fishing pro-
fession causing concern among
the genuine fishermen
The lease of beels or jalma

hals is not given to the genuine
fishermen. Some ijaradars in
collusion with the local vested
groups are giving sublease 1o
the fake fishermen

The genuine {ishermen can
not catch fish even after getting
lease in most of the cases The
non-professionals catch fish by
force and even they take away
the nets and fishing equipment
of the professionals The fish-
ermern that the law en-
forcing agency remained silent
even after complaints lodged
with them.

The government funds allo
cated for the fishermen are be
ing grabbed by the fake fisher-
men s cooperative societies. The
non-professionad fishermen are
given loan and other facilities in
exchange for bribe

From Our Correspondent

The fishermen informed that
the existence of profedsional
fisltermen is at stake Some of
them being unable to cope with
the situation have left the pro-
lession

Fodder scarcity

Another report savs Acute
scarcity of fodder has been per-
sisting 1n different areas of the
district as the drought and flood
damaged grass and other kinds
of fodder like straw last year

Informed sources said, farm
ers have been facing difficulties
in feeding their cows goats and
buffaloes At least 350 cattle

Jdied in 13 thanas of the district

during the last six months due
to shortage of fodder Fodder
scarcily has also resulted in
the gradual loss of health of cat-
tie and sharp {all in milk sup-
ply

Price of straw has increased
abnormally in different parts of
the distnct and those of oil
cakes. bran and husk used as
fodder have also gone bheyond

the purchasing capacity of the
[argners.

A large number of cattle
have fallen prey of various dis-
eases. Khura { wound in the
hooves and mouth) disease of
cattle has broken out in an epi-
demic form is eight thanas out
of 13 in the district. Con-
sequently cultivation of land
suffers a serious setback.

Misuse of cowdung

jse of cowdung as tradi-
tional fertiliser has diminished
sharply among farmers here re-
sulting in the decline of land
fertility

Farmers said application of
the cowdung raises crop pro-
duction without any adverse ef-
fect 1t makes huge nitrogen in
the soil and helps plants to
grow micely and rapidly

Local people said 11 Is now
betng used as fuel 1o make for
the shortage of firewond Almost
all the families in rural areas
Are mAaking drned cakes of cow

dung for using them as fuel.

Sources said people are de-
siroying an important patural
manure for their soil due to
sheer ignorance.

Wife killed

A 20-year old housewile was
strangulated to death by her
husband at village Bagber in
Bajitpur thana of the district
recently
. According to the police, on
the day of incident. Taizuddin
and his wife Minara Loon
exchanged hot words ol a fam
ily matter. Taizuddin slrdng]rd
his wife to death and later
threw the body into a nearby
pond.

Police recovered the body
from the pond Lhe next morning
and took Taizuddin into cus-
tody

Later. the bodv was sent 1o
the Kishoreganj hospital for
postmortem A case in this con-
nection was registered with the
Hafitpur thana
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