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Wangwim
Jesse Owens
award

NEW YORK. Jan 14: China's
wWang Junxia, who shattered
world records at 10,000 and
3.000 metres last Seplember,
on Thursday was named win-
ner of the 1994 Jease Owens
International Trophy award,

Reuter. .

Wang is the first Asian to
win the honour, presented an
nually to the athlete who hﬂt

excellence in ath-
letic performance.

In a span of just six days, in
September, Wang broke the
10.000 metres world record,
twice set the 3,000 metres
world mark and ran the sec-
ond fastest ever 1,500 metres.

She finished with 134
points in vo by an interna-
tional panel of electors, beat-

hurdler Gail m
Algerian middle run-

ner ' Noureddine Morceli.
The announcement of this
's winner wds made by

1948 Olympic long jump bro-

nze medalist Herbert Douglas

Jr! t of the Interna-
tional Amateur Athletic Asso-
ciation and founder of the
award.

Last year the Jesse Owens
award went to Olympic cham-

pion gymnast Vitally Scherbo
of Ukraine.

Sanders retires

PALO ALTO, California. Jan
14: Double Olympic champion
Summer Sanders on Thursday
said she is retiring from com-
petitive swimming, reports
- Reuter.
The 21-year-old- Sanders

-euopadupimn'mudﬂlltmt'

1992 Olympics in Barcelona.
including gold in the 200-me-
tre butterfly and 4x100 medley
relay. -

"This was not a _sponta-
neous decision,” said Sanders,
who also took home silver in
the 200-metre individual med-

ley and bronze in the 400 m

from Barcelona.

"Aftet taking off last sum-
mer | realised that there's life
outside of swimming." Sanders
said.

"When | returned in the fall,
| didn't have the same goals
and competitive drive that I've
had in the past. | wasn't the
same swimmer."

Sanders, a senior atl
Stanford University, led her

. school to a US Collegiate Swi-
mming Championship and tw-
ice was named NCAA swim-
mer-ol-the-year.

Two-year ban
for doping
* a must

LAUSANNE, Switzerland,
Jan 14: All sports will have to
operaie a two-year ban for drug
use if they want to be a part of
the Olympic Games, sports
chiefs decided here Thursday,
reports AFP,

Representatives of 34
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Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina serves to Germany'

......

s Barbara Rittner during their quarter-final

match &t thn New South Wales Open in Sydney yesterday. Sabatini won 6-1, 6-3. —AFP photn

SYDNEY, Jan 14:
Sport's golden
rule is "it ain't
over till it's over”
and no-one clings
= to that maxim
lighter than the modern tennis
professional. reports Reuter.
For the stars who travel the
t the best hotels
and attract worldwide fame
there are two words they dare

not u The bigger the
name; it is to say "l
qlt®, .

Bjorn Bog's notably unsuc-
cessful’ ¢dmeback, instead of
per dozens of fading

pros to-toss their rackets on
the fire at Christmas, seems o
be having the opposite effect
in Australia this month.

Mats Wilander claims he's
back, Pat Cash is determined
to prove he can win again. Pam
Shriver simply can't bring her-
self to give

up and then there's

Ivan Lendl who still treats the,

idea of retirement as if it were
a deadly virus.

The quartet between them
have won an astonishing 283
singles and doublés titles over
the past 15 years. More perti-
nently, they have raked in al-
most 35 million dollars in
prize money alone and plenty
more in endorsements. Nest-
eggs don't come any bigger but
life after tennis is still hard to
come to terms with.

"When something enters my #

life that makes me want to
stop playing I'll stop.”
Wilander this week, reflecting
on a dismal 6-2, 6-1 loss to

said

Lend] in the opening round of

the New South Wales Open.

The Swede disappeared
from view in 1991, admitting
lo a lose of motivation after
reaching the world number
one position in 1988. Injuries
and a stint as a touring rock
musician now behind him, he
is hoping for a second career.
at the age of 29.

"Why did | come back? |

was missing playing a little bit.
I also realised I'm not going to

be as good at anything else as |
am at tennis. The days you

perfect the game it's a great
feeling.

How long will this rekin-
dled love affair last? "1 don't
have all the answers vyet. |
couldn't tell you if it's going to
be next week or :

"I'm not like Borg. 1 feel
like I'm still not the oldest guy
out there. He is.”

Cash, out for 15 months
with serious knee trouble, is
equally intent on returning,
although a back injury forced
him to decline the wildcard
offered to him for next week's
Australian Open.

%f { don't win a match in
six months, it doesn't matter.”
he said. "I've worked through
it, put up with the frustrations,
I'm not going to give it away
now."

The 28-year-old Australian
insists that “the motivation has
to come from the inside” but
for Shriver the problem is let-
ing go.

"1 can- see the finish line."
admitted the 31-year-old Ame-
rican. "Even when | win these
days it's close but | still enjoy a

lot of the life and the trave-

It's always hard to say 'bye

1ling
“It's the start of my 17th

.year and although full-time

singles is getting very hard, 1
think I'd find it hard to cut the
tour and singles at the same
time. It's a dilemma tu say
when the end will come.”
Shriver has yet to sign up
for any tournaments beyond

Beijing in mid-February but r

the sight of her contemporary
Tracy Austin returning to
Grand Slam competition in
Melbourne may give her an-
other reason to hang on.

And then there is Lendl.
still driven at almost 34 de-
spite being close to dropping
out of the world's top 20.

The Czech-born American
citizen knows it is getting
tougher to hold his own but
still relishes the challenge.

"Ivan looks as though he's
enjoying it very much. He en-
joys being very physically fit,”
said Wilander. "I'm not really a
workaholic in the way he is8.”

Lendl has committed him-
self to playing until the end of
the year but, when he does go.
he insists there will be no
backward glances. He has little
sympathy for the likes of Wila-
nder, Cash, Shriver and Austin,
apparently still searching for
tennis immeortality.

"1 will go away eventually
but I'm not going to be coming
back. If you don't play for tyo
or three years, it's too tough.
You're trying to simply get
back to where you were, while
everyone else has improved. |
dont think it's possible to
come back.” he said.

Eagles and Lions hobbled by cash problems

Cameroon’s spectacular s
But when Cameroon

uccess ai Italia '90 ensured that African soccer is longer dismissed as a
and Nigeria take to the field in the 1994 World Cup in the Uni_tcd&tutu

in June, reports Gemini News Service, they may have already faced their toughest battles.
By Phil Minshull

For two of the three
African teams whi-
ch have fought

contest In
United States in

Nigerian puolitical scene in dis-
array, the team is still awaiting

his gift.
To add to the off-pitch prob-
lems, the team's Dutch coach
Westerhof is fighting

Mﬂm-ﬂiﬂ:ﬂmm

that [aced by the Nigerians
Their match against three-time
champions Brazil in San
Francisco promises to be one of
the most colourful of the tour-
nament, pitting two of the
worid's most popular teams
apin-tudl
side mult first face
Swadmm smoggy Los Angeles,
and will also have to go up
against a tough Russian team.
But as with Nigeria. Cameroon's
difficuities have begun already.
The promised prize for qualify-
ing for the US competition was
$6.000 but privately most play-
ers doubt whether they will ever
receive it |
Following their success in
Italy, Cameroon embarked on a
series of lucrative f[riendly
matches but little of the money
ever reached the players. Roger
Milla, their hero of 1990, re-
fused to play in a match against

d becanse he was unabile
to get his cash up front.

Milla is now proving to be
the players' champion. He has
recently taken over as executive
manager and one of his main
aims has been to stop the
meoney earned in forthcoming
matches being plundered by
government and Cameroon
Football Federation officials as
has sometimes in the
past. A $1.5 jon licensing
deal with the British sportswear
maker, Mitre, to sell replicas of
the national team's shirls
around the world will also pro-
vide uniforms and badly needed
funds.

1 was tempted teo give up my
connections with Cameroon
football,” said Milla. "But | have
been with the national team for
19 years. | can't let them
down.”

Even more amazingly, he
may take to the field in USA '94.
In October, the countrys
President, Paul Biya, made a
personal appeal to Mijla, telling
him to get ready in case he was
needed. Certainly he would be
the people's choice if he was to
play, although he may not be
abie to last for the full 90 min-
ules.

“Even at the age of 41, for 40
minutes he is worth three at-
tackers,” said Michael Ndze,
Cameroon's leading television
commentator. Milla will be 42
when the finals come arfound

Jean - Armoine
Bell. a veteran of the 1982 and
1990 campaigns. who has also
turned 40.

An added blew to
Cameroon's World Cup prepa-
ration is that the national sta-
dium in the capital. Yaounde,
has been condemned by the
sport's world governing body
FIFA. Cameroon will not be aple
to play any home matches in
the run-up to the tournament

because some of the stadium's
stands have subsided and large
cracks have opened up.

For Africa's third team.
Morocco, the problem is not so
much money as inpexperience,
though the Lions of the Atlas
ploneered the way in 1986
when they became the first
team from the continent to
progress into the second round.

The Lions of the Atlas will
have been grimacing when they
heard they had drawn Belgium
and Holland, although a good
win against their third oppo-
nents, rank outsiders Saudi
Arabia. might be enough to see
them into the next round.

But most of the young squad
have little international experi-
ence. The only North African
side going to America just
scraped through by beating
Zambia in their last game.
Zambia had built their team
from scratch after the national
squad was killed in air crash
last April.

The current coach, Abdellah
Blinda. was a ed only on
the eve of the Zambian match
and is still getting to know his
players and trying to find a
biend between European-
players such as Abdellah Nacer
and Mochammed Chaeuch, who
play in Belgium and France re-
spectively, and home-based
stars including goalkeeper
Khalid Azmi and midfielder
Rachid Daoudi

However., Morocco may yet
prove to be a surprise package.
Within weeks of qualifying. the
Royal Moroccan Football
Federation announced a pro-
gramme of matches to galvanise
the team The players have al-
ready pocketed nearly $8 500
each and will get bigger
bonuses for good results in the
US — GEMINI NEWS

About the Author Phil
Minshull (s a British journalist
and broadcaster with a special
interest tn African sport.
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- Munich Olympics.

Ondlckl Kenya's
sportsman-of-year

NAJROBI. Jan 14: Yobes
Ondieki, the first man to run
10,000 under 27 minutes, was
named as Kenya's sportsman-
of-the-year on Thursday at a
ceremony shunned by the
country’'s best distance run-
ners, reports Reuter.

Ondieki, who will be 33
next month, won the vote
against Ishmael Kirui and his
elder brother Richard Che-
limo, who were secand and
third respectively.

Ondieki beat the 27-minute
barrier for the 25-lap race
when he clocked 26 mins
58.38 seconds at Oslo on July

10 last year. His time was 10 |

better than the world record
set by Chelimo just five days
Sports Journalists and ad-

| | ministrators named 15-year-

old Selinah Barsosio, who won
a bronze medal in the 10,000
metres at the World Champi-
onships in Stuttgart last year,
as sportswoman-of-the-year.
The winning athletes avere
not present at the ceremony.*
Organisers said they sent
out early invitations but Ken-
ya's top sports men and wo-
men often ignored such func-

tions because of scant govern- -

ment recognition and the lack
of financial rewards for them.

Kenya also launched its |

sports Hall of Fame for the

_highest achievement and the

legendary Kiphoge Keino was
the first inductive.

Keino, who will be 54 on
Monday., won the 1500 metres
al the 1968 Mexico City Oly-
mpics and the 3,000 metres
steeplechase at the 1972

He also won Commonwealth
and African titles and re-wrote
the record books for middle
distance running in the 1960s
.md 1970s.

i

' Fatal imitation

BONN, Jan 14; A deaf and
dumb woman thrust a long
kitchen knife into a soccer
player at a tournament on Wed-
nesday because she wanted to
copy the of tennis star
Monica Seles last April, Ger-
man police said on Thursday,
reports Reuter.

The 28-year-old woman,
who was arrested immediately
after the attack on Hamburg
player Oliver Moellér at a
Stuttgart indoor tournament,
- wanted to become famous with
the copy-cat attack which
Germany's top sports official
described as the action of a
sick person. . _

"At this -tn.gn of the
investigation it looks a copy-
cat attack,” Stuttgart police
spokesman Edgar Steinbren-

“She knows about the Seles
attack and it seems she wan-
ted to get publicity.”

German Sports Federation
(DSV) president Hans Hansen
added: " has shown

» that ‘I-l'htnﬂtl' some sort of

attack happens. unfortunately
there is someone else who
wants to copy... these people
are ill. They are confused in
their minds.

"There is the d
copy-cat effect...
live with it."

Moeller, 25, was rushed to
hospital after the woman
thrust a 20-cm knife into his
back while he was sitting in
the main stand watching a
match in the tournament. i

After an operation on Wed-
nesday night. hospital officials
said the player’'s life was not in
danger but the knife had
pierced his diaphragm and
scratched his liver.

anger of
we have to

T
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Graf puts it in perspective

MELBOURNE,

I Steffi Graf does
not fear for her
safety going into
next week's Aus-
tralian Open following a rash of
recent attacks on sports stars
around the world, reports AFP.

‘Grafl is the red-hot favourite .

to lift her fourth Australian
Open crown, in the continued
absence of her great rival
Monica Seles, who is still re-

covering from a knife attack .

during a German tournament

last April,

In recent days ﬁmcrlcan
Olympic figure skater nancy
Kerrigan and German soccer
player Oliver. Moller have also
been attacked.

"It's not a cancer. You cant
kccp wnrrying all 'your llfe

Jan 14: World No.

. another

about what can happen,” Graf

'said here today.

Graf said she had noticed an
increase in security around the
courts over the last year.

"It's sad. It's a shame that
these things keep happening,”
she said.

"Sometimes you expect to
have the worst coming.”

The absence of Seles leaves
Grand Slam title
beckoning for Graf, who won
last year's French Open., Wim-
bledon and US Open in the
wake of her rival's setback.

Graf has won 14 Grand Slams "

in ‘her 12 years on the circuit.
= Prior to her stabbing, Seles
had won six of the seven Grand
Slam tournaments she had
tontested, losing to Graf in the
1992 Wimbledon final.

'We re all disappointed. It's

a sad thing she's ‘still miutng

' Graf said.

“It's beéen eight or nine
months and hupoﬁally she will -
be back soon. 1 expected her

- to play here.”

Graf rates Aranxta Sanchez
Vicario, Gabriela Sabatini, Jana

. Novotna and Mary Pierce as

her main opponents over the
next fortnight. ’

Despite having won the
Grand Slam in 1988 and all
the majors several times over
Graf said she was still moti-
vated to improve her game.

“The only goal | have left is
to get better.” she said.

"I have won all the tourna-
ments but I just love the game..
The main thing | am working
on is my physical condition
and maybe coming in (to the
net) a little more than usual.

Courler s course will be tough

MELBOURNE,

Jan 14: Jim Cou-
rier faces a tough
fight to retain his
Austl'alian Open

‘men's singles title
once the tournament begins on

_ Mundax reports Reuter.

American Courier. cham-
pion in 1992 and 1993, is
seeded third this time and is
likely to have to beat both
world number one Pete Sam-
pras and big serving Goran
lvanisevic if he wants to reach
the final again.

Chang cruises
home

JAKARTA, Jan 14: US play-

er Michael Chang beat Moro-
cco's Youness El Aynaoui Friday
in straight seis 6-3, 6-3 to

clinch a berth in the [inals at
the 300,000 dollar 1994 Indo-
nesian Open men's tennis cha-
mpionship here, reports AFP.

Sampras has former cham-
plon Ivan Lendl and emerging
Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov in
his section of the draw, but
starts his quest for the title
against Australian wildcard
entry Joshua Eage. i

Stefan Edberg and Michael
Stich are seeded to meet in
the other semifinal, although
Stich may have to remove
from his path the dangerous

Petr Korda, who beat him in
last month's Grand Slam Cup

final.

Andrei Medvedev of the
Ukraine withdrew from ‘the
event today after it became
clear his knee problems wou-
Id not clear up in time. '

His decision lengthens the
list of absentees from the first
Grand Slam event of the year.
Andre Agassi, Boris Becker,
Michael Chang, John McEn-
roe, Richard Krajicek and
Sergi Bruguera have already
declared themselves unavai-
lable for Melbourne.

In the continued ﬂhS-EﬂEE of
Monica Seles, Stefli Graf re-

mains hot favourite for the
women's title. Her first round
opponent will be American
Kimberly Po., but the German
top seed will be wary of
Conchita Martinez and Mary
Joe Fernandez who both share
her half 'of the draw. !

Kemgan
attack: Rival's
bodyguard held

PORTLAND, Ore, Jan 14:
US figure skating champion
Tonya Harding's bndygulrd
Shawn Eric Eckardt was ar-
rested Thursday night in the
alleged plot to attack rival
skater Nancy Kerrigan, reports
Reuter,

Eckardt, with his hands
handcuffed in front of him, was
driven’ by Sheriff's deputies
into a holding area at the
Multnomah County detention
centre in Portland in front of a.
crowd of reporters and cam-
eramerl. :
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Argentine soccer star Dmgn Maraduna (L) huga furmer
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American basketball star Earvin Magic' Johnson (R) prior
to an exhibition game by Johnson's team, the 'All Stars at

Maradona's club Newell's Old Boys on Janl2.
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‘Magic'is
-safe

JAKARTA, Jan 14: Indone-
sian authorities believe there is
no need for 'special surveil-
lance' of US basketball star
Earvin 'Magic’ Johnson, who
will play in an exhibition game
here next month, the Health
“Minister sald Friday, reports
AFP.

According to the Antara
news agency, Health Minister
Suyudi said Johnson, who is
infected by the Human 'lmmu-,
no-deficiency Virus [l-!f*ﬂ !
which leads to AIDS, already
knows how to conduct himself,
"so we do not need to give
him special surveillance.”

He did not elaborate, or say
if there had been calls to
watch the basketball player
closely.

"We should welcome him
warmly because he will give in-
formation to the society on the
danger of AIDS," Suyudi said,
adding that he was certain
Johnson's visit would boost ef-
forts here to prevent Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndro-
e, %

Johnson had a  brilliant
professional basketball career
before being forced into re-
tirement by his HIV infection.

Magic Johnson's All Stars
basketball team will arrivee.:
February 24 for a I'our-dzy tour
will play an
exhibition game l_.n raise funds
to fight AIDS.

The All Stars will face the
1992 Australiann basketball
league runner-up, the Perth-
based Wildcats, February 26
and 27.

CRYPTOQUIP
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Saturday’

s Cryptoquip:

R UTITU VYUY
'Y DY LEUY

M RCREN.
ALTHOUGH WE

COULDN'T AFFORD THE CLOTHING, WE TRIED

THEM ON FOR SIGHS.

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: T equals M
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for .

nother. If you think that X equals O, it

will equal O thmughnut the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an apostrophe

ve you clues to

locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error,



